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UNITARIAN DISCUSSION. 



This Discussion, which has excited so much public interest for some 
time back, commenced ^ on Monday, the 14th April, 1834, at half- 
past 10 o'clock. Michael Andrews, Esq. of Ardoyne, and Con- 
way Richard Dobbs, Esq. of Acton, were chairmen on the occasion. 
_ The following is a statement of the Propositions which constitu- 
ted the Subject of Discussion on each side, of the Standard of Refer- 
ence, and the Rules by which the business was conducted. 

STANDARD OF REFERENCE. 

The Word of God contained in the books of the Old and New Testament, which are 
received into the Authorised Version, admitting them all to be canonical. The cor- 
rectness or incorrectness of passages marked as spurious in Griesbach's last edition, 
and the translation or signification of any particular words or passages, to be open to 
question and legitimate criticism. The divine authority of Scripture to be admitted on 
both sides. And all quotations to be given in chapter and verse, according to the 
j\ ^ divisions of the Authorised Translation in common use. 




Mr, J. S. Porter* 8 Propositions: 
«4^ ' 1. There is one self-existent God, the Father : 
V ^ who it God alone ; to the entire exclusion of 
>;sT^^e alleged Proper Deity of the Word. 

^\ 3. TheLord Jeans Christ, the Son of God, is 

\ (even in his highest capacity, nature, or condi. 

^ tioD) a Created Being, deriving his existence, 

So wisdom, power, and authority from the Fa. 

^ ther ; and inferior to him in these and all 

other attributes. 

REGULATIONS. 



Mr. Bagot's ProposiiioHS : 

1. There is one God, Jehovah, who is God 
only, to the entire exclusion of the alleged 
godhead of every creature. 

S. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator, is 
the Word made fiedi, perfect God and perfect 
man ; possessing, as the Word, the same eter. 
nity, knowledge, power, authority, preroga. 
tives, and godhead with the Father, and one 
with him in all attributes. 







1. The discussion to commence on Monday, the 14th of April, and to continue for 
that and the three following days. 

2. The discussion to continue for four hours each day : — the time, on the first day, 
to be divided into two equal portions, and each to give a statement and proof of the 
affirmative propositions on his side. 

3. It is to be determined, by lot, on the first day of discussion, who is to open 
the debate. 
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4. On each of the two following days, the speakers are to address the meeting forty 
minutes alternately, a pause often minutes being allowed between each address, during 
which any question majr be asked in explanation of what the last speaker had said. 
The person who closes one day's discussion is to commence on the following. 

5< The discussion to be held in Belfieist, in the most suitable place that can be 
obtained. 

6. Two Chairmen to preside each day, one chosen by each party, with power to put a 
peremptory stop to any thing disorderly, and of excluding from the place of meeting 
any one who transgresses the rules. 

7. Each day's meeting to commence at eleven o'clock, except the first, which is to 
commence at half-past ten, to allow the Chairmen to make any necessary explanations ; 
and any time lost during any day's discussion, to be added to the regular period of 
dosing the business of the day* 

8. Admission to be by tickets, for which the sum of 4^. each shall be charged, and 
which shall admit to the entire discussion. 1h case of any room pemaining, tickets 
ior ooie day's discussion, at I9. 6<i. eaoh shall be sold ; but not before the Saturday 
preceding. The money receive to ^e expended in defraying die necessary eaq^nse ; 
and, if not sufficient for- that purpose, each shall be liable for one half the sum 
deficient. 

9. No signs of approbation or disapprobation to be allowed ; and no person whatever 
to be permitted to address the meeting, except the speakers or the Chairmen, to a 
point of order ; and no person to interrupt, in any way, the speakers 5 but each may 
have a friend to assist him in looking for references and marking them. 

10. One Reporter to be {employed, who shall be admonished and expected to do 
equal justice to both parties in the cUscussion, and his expeiises to be defrayed out of 
the produce of the sale of tickets. Each speaker to write out a full report of his own 
speeches from the Reporter's notes ; which, when approved by the other party, shall 
be jointly published ; but neither to be allowed to introduce any new matter, nor to 
suppress any argument actually adduced, nor any statement actually advanced ; and 
each tp iJOM^der himself pledged not to sanction the pubUeation of a report of any one 
side of the discussion unaccompanied by the other. 

U. On the fourth day af discussion e^ch speaker to make one speech of forty 
minules' iem^; ama^joummoii lor half an hour then to take place, after <whieh 
each shall be atto^HFod to make a closing speech of one hour, the report of which shall 
supersede the appendix formerly proposed. 

12, The tickets to be equally divided between Mr. BiooT and Mr. PosTEft, and 
to be sold at the price above stated ; each to account for the number of tickets re- 
ceived, but to be at liberty to give away twenty tickets for the entire meeting to his 
personal friends. 

13. The execution of the above ammgements, and of all mindr regulations, to be 
intrusted to Messrs. John Campbell and John Marshal, who may call in a third party, 
by mutual agreement, in case of any difierence of opinion. 

We agree to the foregoing. 

DANIEL BAjQOr. 
J. SCOTT PORTER. 



FIRST DAY. 



Mr. PORTER.r-LADiES and Gentlemen, It has fallen (o my 
lot to address you first on this occasion ; and without any formal 
preface, t proceed at once to the business which has broug^ht us to- 
gether this day. , 

You are aware that the present controversy has arisen in conse- 
quence of a notice which my reverend opponent caused to be inserted 
in the J^orthem Whig of Monday, January 26, 1834 ; which was to 
this effect : 

Theological Controversy. — The Rev. Daniel Bagot, it will be seen, by 
an sdverCisement, has publishe<l an abstract of controversial sermons, lately 
preached by him in this town. He has requested us to suggest to the Unita- 
rians, that they should publish a similar tract, in the same form, containing, 
concisely, their arguments in reply to his abstract. We readily do this; and 
we would have added, had Mr. Bagot not got so soon before the public, that 
both tracts should have been stitched together, and sold at a very low price. 
As journalists, we have nothing to do with either party; but, as we wish that 
truth should predominate, on whatever side it may be, we would readily con- 
cur in any fair proposition which might tend to settle the great questions at 
issue. 

Having the honour and happiness to be a Minister of the Gospel 
of that persuasion to which this invitation was publicly addressed, 
it appeared to me that I could not, with propriety, omit taking notice 
of the challenge in some way or other. Had I allowed it to pass 
disregarded, I should not only have treated with disrespect an inti- 
mation proceeding from a gentleman, whose bland deportment and 
controversial candour I have always most readily acknowledged; 
but I should likewise have given occasion to any who might be so 
disposed, to insinuate that the Unitarian Ministers of this town — 
though sufficiently open and sufficiently eager to propound their 
doctrines, when no direct attack upon them was to be apprehended — 
shrunk away from avowing and defending their opinions, when they 
would necessarily be contrasted with tenets of an opposite description ; 
and I have no doubt whatever, the inference would have been drawn, 
and pointedly stated, that this reluctance proceeded from a secret 
consciousness that our principles would not bear the light of open 
discussion. I could not, in conscience aad in honour, give ground 
for these suspicions. Convinced, as I am most firmly, that the 
tenets which I have embraced, are the solemn truths of the Gospel, 
firmly built on the solid foundation of Prophets and Apostles, Jesus 
Christ himself being the chief corner-stone, — 1 dare not allow them, 
by any remissness or indolence on my part, to receive a wound. 
This would have been to abandon my post in the time of danger — to 
turn my back upon the standard of Christ, at the moment when 
the tide of battle rolled on directly against it. Convinced, besides, 
as I am, by the study of history, and by what little I have learned 
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of mental changes, that in an enlightened ag;e, and with increasing 
facilities for public instruction, free, open discussion cannot but con- 
duce to the discovery and extension or truth, I felt myself bound to 
accept the proposal of Mr. Bagot in some form or other ; for I can- 
not doubt that the means of religious information are so plentifully 
diffused by a benignant Providence, that if men could only be in- 
duced to employ them, the result must be the progress of truth : and 
it is as a means of rousing men to think, to inquire, to weigh evi- 
dence, and judge for themselves, that I deem discussion and contro- 
versy mainly valuable. 

But while, for these reasons, I thought myself bound to take some 
notice of Mr. Bagot's proposal, other considerations, of no small 
weight, as they seemed to me, rendered it expedient to accept his 
invitation in the precise terms in which it was conveyed. Had I 
simply accepted his challenge, and published a pamphlet in reply 
to his Abstract, it did appear to me, as it has appeared to all of every 
side of the question with whom I have since conversed, that I should 
have done so at a decided disadvantage. For, you must all be per- 
fectly aware, that while persons of Unitarian sentiments feel, in gene- 
ral, little or no objection to read productions in which their tenets 
are impugned, there exists in the minds of a considerable number of 
the opposite persuasion a very great reluctance to peruse tracts in 
opposition to their own views. Had Mr. Bagot, indeed, delayed the 
publication of his tract until it could have been issued in conjunction 
with a reply of the kind suggested, so that both might have been 
circulated together, and so that every person who obtained the one 
must, of necessity, have procured the other at the same time, I should 
have been most happy to enibrace the opportunity of carrying on the 
controversy with one whose temper and candour, as displayed in the 
only discourse I had ever heard him preach, had made upon me a 
most favourable impression. But, this opportunity not being allowed 
me, I thought it would have been a mere waste of time and trouble 
to publish a separate tract ; which I very well knew would never 
maJce its way into the hands of those, whose opinions and views I 
was, as will readily be conceived, most desirous of combating. Act- 
ing under this impression, which every thing that has since occurred 
has only tended to deepen, I published a letter in the Northern 
Whig of Thursday, January 23 ; in which, after stating the^reasons 
which induced me to decline taking the step which he suggested, I 
went on to say — 

If» however, Mr. Bagot is desirous of circulating the facts and arguments, 
on both sides of the question, fairly among the public, both Unitarian and 
Trinitarian, — I, as an individual, propose to him two methods of doing so, either 
of which will answer the purpose. 

I am ready to publish a series of Essays on the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
from his pen, in the new series of The Bible Christian ; inserting, at the same 
time, illustrative comments; and subjecting both him and his antagonist, who- 
ever he may be, to the conditions specified by the former conductors in reply to 
his note. — Or, if he prefer it, I am willing to meet him in Belfast, in an ami- 
cable discussion on the subject; time, place, and other preliminaries, to be. 
settled by friends mutually chosen : the only stipulation on which I insist 
being, that an authentic report of the entire debate shall be prepared, and 
published at our joint expense. 
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Mr. Bagot declined osseDling to my first proposal,— the publica- 
tion of a series of essays in the Bible Christian ; but accepted my 
second, — a viva voce debate : and terms and preliminaries having been 
subsequently settled, we appear before yoa this day, to urge the 
leading arguments for our respective views of the Christian Doctrine. 
And I can safely say, for myself, that while I come forward with a 
heartfelt sense, both of the truth and the importance of that doctrine 
which I stand here this day to advocate, — I come forward, likewise, 
with perfect charity, nay, with real cordiality, not only for the bulk 
of those persons who differ from my views, but for my reverend op. 
ponent in particular ; and giving him entire credit for the same feel, 
ings that actuate myself, I shall endeavour, and I hope successful ly» 
to avoid every expression that could possibly give him offence, or 
sound unkindly in his ears. It is needless to say, that I shall en. 
deavour to discuss the serious and important question on which we 
are at issue, with calmness and seriousness of mind. I shall not 
certainly consider myself precluded from expressing warmly, what I 
feel strongly, respecting the unscriptural character and tendency of 
the doctrine which I impugn ; for I will not sacrifice my paramount 
"regard to the interests of divine truth out of deference to him, or af- 
fected complaisance to any one. But ridicule, misrepresentation, 
and invective, I shall studiously avoid. The subject is too weighty 
to be ipade the groundwork of a jest, even when it is most completely 
misunderstood ; and the religious convictions of an honest mind, 
even when most erroneous, are with me a matter too sacred to be 
treated with levity. 

After these introductory remarks, I proceed to make my obser- 
vations upon the Standard of Reference and upon the Propositions, 
which you will find given at large in the handbill, that has been 
widely circulated. 

You will observe, that we have agreed to argue on the basis of 
the ** Word of God, contained in the Scriptures of the Old and Kew 
Testaments, which are received into the Authorised Version, admitting 
ihem all to be canonical." In the propriety of adopting this stand- 
ard, I beg it may be distinctly understood by all persons and par- 
ties, that I do most entirely and cordially concur. Indeed no IJni. 
tarian could consistently or conscientiously argue the question upon 
any other basis. Let it be understood with the same distinctness, 
that if I had presumed to defend our common doctrines with any 
other weapons, my fellow Unitarians would* have disowned my proce- 
dure, and exclaimed against me, as guilty of betraying the good 
cause which I have undertaken to maintain, into the hands of the 
opponents. For it is on Scriptural grounds that we have embraced 
our characteristic doctrine. We are Unitarians solely and simply 
because we can find no doctrine but Unitarianism in the Bible ; which 
is our ruJe of faith and only accredited standard. So far from re- 
jecting tthe testimony of divine revelation on this or any subject, we 
bow to it with entire reverence ; and are ready at any moment to 
repudiate our present views, if they can be shown to be inconsistent 
with the divine record. Nor was there ever a more unfounded accu- 
sation, than that which was frequently preferred against us in fonsAX 
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times, — and is sometimes even yet covertly insinuated, — that wennder- 
value the weight, or despise the authority of the Sacred Volume. Wc 
rank it in our estimation far ahove the imaginations of the human 
understanding, whether as floating idle in the careless mind, or as 
embodied in creeds and articles and doctrinal liturgies of human 
device. Nor have any writers been more successful in vindicating 
revelation from the objections, and defending it against the assaults 
of infidels, than those of the Unitarian school : witness the venerable 
names of Lardner and of Priestley ; not to mention many others, 
of great and deserved though inferior celebrity. 

Again. My reverend antagonist and myself have agreed to avail 
ourselves of all the aid that can be furnished to us, by " legitimate 
criticism.*' Criticism is the art or science which teaches how an 
author's real meaning may be gathered from the expressions which 
he employs. The term, therefore, though harsh to the ears of many, 
as conveying the notion of too close an approach to the employment 
of human reason, denotes nothing but that which must be employed 
by any person who, in any way whatsoever, attempts to understand 
the Sacred Writings. " Legitimate '* criticism is criticism of a fair 
and lawful kind : not rash, nor fanciful, nor arbitrary ; but based on 
sound principles, and conducted with caution and circumspection. 
Surely the man who refuses to investigate the meaning of the Word 
of God in this manner, is unworthy of the treasures of grace and wis- 
dom which they contain. We may safely pronounce, that unless it 
be by accident, he never will attain to them. 

It will be in the recollection of such among you as paid atten- 
tion to the newspaper correspondence which took place between Mr. 
Bagot and myself, before preliminaries were finally agreed on, pre- 
vious to the present discussion, that, in one of his letters, he stated 
that the only standard on which be proposed to carry on the discus- 
sion, is *' the Authorised Version of the Scriptures, admitting the genu- 
ineness, authenticity, and divine authority of all and every part of tlie 
books : allowing, however, criticisms upon the phraseology, considered 
as a translation of a book compiled from the best manuscripts,** And 
he made it a condition that I should publicly stat^, before any far- 
ther arrangements were made, " whether any particular passages, and 
what, were excepted by me from the above description,** You will re- 
collect that I demurred to the first part of this proposition ; t. e. the 
admission of the genuineness, authenticity, and divine authority of 
all and every part of the books contained in the Authorised Version. 
I did so under an imperious sense of duty; and I am satisfied there 
is not a regularly educated clergyman, of any sect or church in Chris- 
tendom, who would not have refused to make the admission thus re- 
quired of me. For common purposes, the Authorised Version serves 
well enough. I am not acquainted with any version of the Scrip- 
tures, in any language, which does not contain enough of the divine 
spirit of the original, to make the docile reader wise unto salvation ; 
and for this reason, and because it is the translation to which our 
ears have been accustomed from childhood, and with which our reli- 
gious impressions are most strongly associated, I am in the habit of 
using the Authorised Version in public ; and generally, but not ex- 



clasively, in private. Bat to hold it up as a critical edition — to em- 
ploy it in a discussion of this kind, where minute accuracy is above 
all desirable, as a standard of reference, either with respect to text or 
rendering — would be to employ it for a purpose for which it is ill 
adapted. I have given in one of my letters to Mr. Bagot the opi- 
nions of two most eminent Trinitarian writers, who fully justify my 
reluctance to admit the infallible accuracy of King James's Transla- 
tors, in the renderinjs^ of every part of the original. I allude to 
Bishop LowTH and Dr. John Pye Smfth; the former an eminent 
critic and scholar, as is proved by his Translation of Isaiah, with an 
instructive preface and learned Notes ; and the latter, the author of 
the Scripture Testimony to the Messiah, in 3 vols. 8vo. — unquestionably 
the most elaborate defence of the Proper Deity of the Word, in the 
English language. The former, while he expresses his approbation 
— in which I entirely agree with him — of the style-and pnraseology 
of the Authorised Version, yet declares that " in respect of the sense 
and accuracy of the interpretation, the improvements of which it ad- 
mits are great and numberless V The latter, who, be it observed, 
is theological tutor in the Calvinistic College of Homerton, thus 
expresses himself, when writing of the errors and faults in the mode 
of arguing the present question, with which the "orthodox'' are espe- 
cially chargeable : 

"It would seem truly superfluous, to express a caution against arguing from 
any translation of the Scripture, as if it were the original. But, it must be 
confessed, that not only unlearned Christians, but some men of respectable 
education, have fallen into this egregious error. Nor is this fault chargeable 
on the orthodox alone : their opponents are not perfectly clear from it Re- 
spectable and excellent as our common version is, considering the time and 
•circumstances in which it was made, no person will contend Uiat it is incapa- 
ble of important amendment. A temperate, impaitial, and careful revision, 
would be an invaluable benefit to the cause of Christianity: and the very 
laudable exertions which are now made, to circulate the Bible, render such a 
revision, at the present time, a matter of still more pressing necessity." VoL I. 
p. 57, &c. 

In perfi^ct accordance with these sentiments, this distinguished 
writer, almost uniformly, gives his own translation of the passages 
upon which he comments. It would be easy to adduce a great va- 
riety of passages of similar import, from men of undoubted orthodoxy, 
—understanding that term in the common acceptation,-*and even 
from persons who have signalised their zeal by writing in defence of 
the Proper Deity of the Word. But I have not taken the trouble to 
transcribe any more of them ; because it appears to me, that those 
already given are sufficient to justify me in refusing to tie myself 
down to this particular translation of the Scriptures. How could I 
reasonably or conscientiously agree to argue on the basis of a ver- 
sion which, according to Bishop Lowth, gives the sense and inter- 
pretation so imperfectly, that the improvements of which it admits in 
this respect are *• great and numberless V How could I, with 
any degree of consistency, descend from the vantage-ground of truth 
and sound knowledge, to adopt the very error which the most illus- 
trious champion of orthodoxy deplores in his brethren ; not only the 
unlearned among them, but, as he asserts, in some persons of reft^e.cu 
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able edacation f Would not this be laying aside the panoply of 
divine truth, to clothe myself in ill-tempered armour, which my op- 
ponents themselves are beginning to throw from them, as insufficient 
to defend them in the hour of danger ? 

But I had another reason for declining to receive the Authorised 
Version of the Scriptures, as a full and sufficient guide. Not only 
is the translation, in many places, susceptible of great improvement ; 
but the copy of the original from which it was made, is known and 
is acknowledged by scholars of all sects and parties, to have been in 
many places corrupted, mutilated, and interpolated, in a way which 
renders several of its statements, on this very subject, liable to strong 
suspieion, or entirely unworthy of notice. For the last one hundred 
and fifty years, learned men, of the greatest industry, and of unques- 
tionable integrity, have been laboriously engaged in endeavouring to 
detect these corruptions, wherever they could be found. Bishop Wal- 
ton, by his Polyglot Bible, containing the.original of the Scriptures, 
with several of the most ancient Versions, and a selection of various 
readings, may be said to have given the first impulse to this most inte^ 
resting and important branch of criticism. He was succeeded by Mill, 
who published an edition of the New Testament with.various readings 
from a great number of M.SS. which he either collated himself, or 
procured to be collated, for the purpose of his edition. His work 
was published in Holland, by Kuster, with additions and correc- 
tions. Wetstein followed, who still farther enlarged the field by a 
prodigious number of various readings, collected from M.SS. which 
were unknown to Mill and Kuster, or only partially inspected. 
Matthjei, Alter, and Birch, have lent material aid : — the first 
by accurate collations of Greek M.SS. contained in the public libra- 
ries of Russia; the second by a similar collation of the Vienna M.SS.; 
the last by his ample details of the M.S. treasures of the Vatican 
and other libraries of Italy, which he travelled to inspect, at the ex- 
pense of the King of Denmark. Numerous important accessions 
have been made to the science by MiCHJELts, and his annotator. 
Bishop Marsh ; who, whatever may be thought of him in other re- 
spects, has honourably distinguished himself as a promoter of a liberal 
and enlightened criticism, on the text and exegesis or explanation 
of the Sacred Volume. The results of all these labours and re- 
searcbesj (labours and researches, be it observed, which have all 
taken place since the received translation was compiled, and of which 
therefore it was impossible for King James's Translators to avail 
themselves, — had they been, -as doubtless they would have been, so 
disposed,) are considered to be embodied in an edition of the Greek 
Testament by Professor Griesbach; which, on account of its accu. 
racy, fidelity, and impartiality, has deservedly obtained a high rank 
in'^the estimation of theologians and scholars of all sects and parties^ 
In particular, it is spoken of with great deference by Dr. J. Fye 
Smith ; by Professor Moses Stuart, of Andover ^ and by Dr. 
Wardlaw, of Glasgow : — and I am sure that my reverend opponent 
will agree with me, that men more distinguished for learning have not 
stepped forth of late years as champions of the Trinitarian doctrine. 
Indeed, so high is the reputation that this edition has acquired, that 



it is now tiacitly assumed ad the standard of reference among theo- 
logical writers : insomuch that no person of character or standing 
among them would thiok it fair to build an argument on any of the 
readings which Professor Griesbach has rejected, — ^at least without 
giving notice of that circumstance, — and stating the ground of his 
dissent from the learned Professor's decision. Such is the Edition 
of the New Testament writings, which I mean to assume as my 
standard of reference : but let it be observed, that I do not seek and 
never did seek, to tie down my reverend opponent, to this or any 
other edition of the Sacred Volume. I may take this opportunity of 
mentioning that Grhssbach was himself a conscientious believer in 
the Trinity : I do not appeal to his Edition, because it is the produc^ 
tion of a partizan of my own, for such is not the fact ; but simply 
because it is the most accurate I can find. If Mr. Bagot agrees with 
him in the reading of any text, he is at liberty to follow him : if he 
dissents from the opinions of that critic, he is equally at liberty to 
do so. I do not mean to tie up his hands, nor fetter his feet. I give 
him a clear stage and fair play. Let him make the best of his cause. 
— ^I should not have mentioned the name of Gribsbach at all in these 
preliminaries, had not my reverend opponent pressed me to send him 
a list of texts, in which I thought the received English Version of the 
Scriptures erroneous. In answer to this demand, I referred him to 
the work of the learned and orthodox critic, as a standard by which I 
was and am willing to abide. 

But my friends before me, and around me, may perhaps ask. 
Why make this a point of importance ? Why insist so strenuously 
on introducing this Edition to your notice, when I admit the Com- 
mon Version to be sufficient for ordinary purposes ? — To this inquiry 
I answer, that Dr. Gri£sbach has clearly and satisfactorily shown 
that several of those texts which are most confidently relied on as 
proofs of the " Proper Deity of the Word,'* are spurious interpolations, 
or false and corrupted readings. If I admitted these to be genuine, 
I should not only enter into this contest with my hands tied up, but 
— which I regard as a much more serious evil — I should indirectly 
lend my countenance and sanction to fraud and imposture; if, indeed, 
I could in that case be said to do so only indirectly. 

That it was of importance to me to urge this point, I am firmly 
convinced ; and I am confirmed in this conviction, when I look at 
the first page of that pamphlet of Mr. Bagol, which gave rise to the 
present controversy. I find there, — at the close of the very first 
paragraph, and in the very first line which contains quotations of 
Scripture, — reference to a certain text, which is usually called 1 John 
V. 7, and which in the common version reads thus : 

There are three that bear record in heaven j the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost : and these three are one. 

This passage is usually quoted as 1 John v. 7; but, so far as author- 
ship is concerned, the Father of lies may dispute claim to it with the 
venerable Apostle, and must be allowed to have a preferable title ; 
for, if knomnyly introduced, a more gross, impudent, and baseless 
forgery was never executed or attempted. At fi^t^l vi\v«tt\ «».hi ^\% 
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passage in Mr. Bagoi's pamphlet, I was, I confess, struck with the 
ignorance of perhaps the most remarkable and clearly ascertained 
fact in the criticism of the sacred text, which the quotation displayed. 
It afterwards, however, occurred to me, that the reference might 
have been introduced to justify bis own employment of the term 
Word, in the statement of his doctrine, by the example of the person 
who forged this verse, whoever he might be. But this opinion I felt 
ikiyself afterwards obliged to abandon, by two considerations : The 
first is, that the authority of a convicted imposture could hardly be 
reckoned respectable ; and the second, that the very next reference 
is to a verse in which the term Word does not occur at all, and 
which in that point of view could lend him no aid. And I may here 
remark, that of three verses, which are all that Mr. Bagot has 
adduced to justify the statement of his doctrine as the " Proper Deity 
of the Word/* one is a manifest and acknowledged forgery ; another 
does not contain the term Word at all, but a different phrase, which 
be himself passes over as not sufficiently expressing the Subject ; 
and the remaining one is to the only other place in the whole Bible 
where the phrase Word is employed, or can be alleged to be em« 
ployed, to denote a person. 

But 1 John v. 7 is not the only one of the texts which are relied 
on by some as proofs of the Trinity, that are proved by Professor 
GiUBSBACH to be spurious. I may refer, among others, to Act0 
XX. 28 ; where the Common Version reads, in the address of the 
Apostle Paul to the elders at Ephesus, 

Feed the church of God^ which he hath purchased with his own blood* 

Here there is an unquestionable reference to the death of Christ ; 
and in this allusion, his blood is expressly called the blood of God; 
a phraseology which, to say the least, — though objectionable, in 
other respects, to Protestant ears, — lends some countenance to Mr. 
Bagot's doctrine of the " Proper Deity of the Word.** But the learned 
and orthodox Griesbach, after a laborious examination of the ori- 
ginal manuscripts and other authorities, leaves it almost beyond a 
doubt that this is a false reading ; and that the words really spoken 
by Paul, and recorded by Luke, were, " Feed the church of the Lord, 
which he hath purchased with his oum blood;** an expression which 
involves no doctrine but what Unitarians most gladly and gratefully 
receive. 

There is another passage which is greatly relied on by the 
orthodox, and which this great critic, though himself of orthodox 
sentiments, felt himself compelled, by the weight of testimony and 
authority, to take out of the text. I allude to 1 Tim. iii. 16.— There 
is no phrase which popular preachers and speakers are in general 
more fond of applying to our Lord and Saviour, than God manifest 
in the flesh. This forms the beffinning, middle, and end of every 
harangue on the subject of his alleged Divinity, or — speaking under 
the correction of my reverend opponent — bis "proper Deity." One 
would think, by the frequency with which this phrase is repeated in 
their mouths, in conjunction with solemn appeals to the testimony 
of the Word of God, and cautions to form our doctrinal opinions 
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accordiijlg to its testimony,, that this is the common and usual name 
by which our Saviour is designated in the Sacred Volum^ We 
might suppose, from the language of popular preachers, (what would 
be natural enough, I confess, if the doctrine in question were true,) 
that, in all the accounts of all the Evangelists, and in all the epistles 
of all the Apostles, our Saviour was customarily and usually desig- 
nated by no other title. We might imagine, that, in the account of 
his nativity, it was declared that the babe bom in Bethlehem was 
God manifest in the flesh; — we might imagine, that, when the doc^* 
tors and teachers were surprised at the intelligence and answers of 
the child Jesus when twelve years old, it was declared that this child 
was no other than God manifest in the flesh; — we might conclude, 
that, when at his baptism in Jordan a voice from Heaven gave attes- 
tation to his divine mission, he was proclaimed, by the celestial 
herald, to be God manifest in the flesh ; — and so through his mira- 
cles, and labours, and dangers, and sufferings, and resurrection, and 
ascension, we might expect to find the Sacred Historians every where 
reminding us, that they recorded the eventful history of God manifest 
in the flesh. But all such expectations are vain — all such imagina- 
tions deceitful. Our blessed Lord is nowhere called God manifest 
in the flesh, except in 1 Tim. iii. 16 ; and there, as Griesbach 
informs us, he is so called only by those who are ignorant of the 
true reading ; — which is not tnat God was manifest in ihe flesh, but 
simply this. 

Great iff the mystery of godliness: he who was manifest in the flesh, was 
justified in the spirit, was seen of angels, was preached unto the Gentiles, was be- 
lieved on in the world, was received up into glory ! 

And well did a state of glory and bliss in the world above, suit 
the character and conduct of the meek, the gentle, the benevolent 
Jesus of Nazareth — the Lamb of God, without blemish and with, 
out spot! 

It is needless for me to enumerate, at present, any more of those 
texts which this learned and candid critic has shown to be spurious 
or corrupt. Suffice it to say, that some of those most confidently 
relied on, and most prominently put forward by orthodox advocates,' 
are in his opinion interpolations ; and that learned and impartial 
men, on every side of the question, are, in general, fully satisfied 
ot the accuracy of his decisions. If, however, any person is disposed 
to dissent from his conclusions. Professor Griesbach allows full 
opportunity to every reader of his books to form his own judgment; 
for he gives the evidence on both sides, against as well as in favour 
of his own conclusions. 

This, then, is the standard to which I appeal : the Scriptures of 
the Old Testament, as they appear in the common text, interpreted 
by the aid of legitimate criticism ; and the Books of the New Testa. 
ment, as they are found in that edition which is universally allowed 
to make the nearest approach to the original autographs, as prepared 
by the Evangelists and Apostles ; — an edition, I repeat again, not 
published by one whose opinions lay on my side of the question, but 
all whose feelings and views pointed the other way. 

B 



U) 

I now eonie to state the doctrine which I propose to mltiiitaiii. I 
hate, in compliance with the request of Mr. 8ag^ot> embodied the 
doctrine which 1 am about to maintain respecting tlie Supreme 
Beings and respecting the person of our blessed Lord, in answers to 
two queries propounded by htm, and to which he insisted on a public 
and direct reply. The queries, as they were originally proposed, 
(for to the second edition of them I dp not wish unnecessarily to 
refor, ) were. Whom do you consider to be the One God of the BibU f 
And what positive views do you hold in reference to the person of ihi 
Word which was made flesh? 

To these questions I gave my answers in the columxB of the 
Northern Whig: 

1. *I%ere is one self^existent God, the Father: who fs God alone; to the 
ettlore exelufiion of the aUeged godhead of every other person, beiog^ sabslst-* 
enoe, or distinetioD, 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God, deriving (even ia his highest 
capacity, nature, or condition) his existence, wisdom, power^ and authority, 
from the Father, and subordinate to him in all attributes. 

I had purposely drawn up these propositions in a form which I 
thought directly impugned the doctrine advanced in the Abstract ot 
Mr. Bagot, and in the Articles of the Church of which he is a mem- 
ber; but as at our conference soon afterwards, held foi^the purpose 
of settling the preliminaries, he thought the contradiction not strong 
enough, I afterwards modified them, at his desire, into the form in 
which they appear in the printed handbill : 

1. There is one self-existeat God, the Father: who is God alone; to the 
entire exclusion of the alleged Proper Deity of the Word. 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Sob of God, is (even in his highest capacity, 
nature, or condition,) a created being, deriving his existence, wisdom, power, 
and authority, from the Father; and inferior to him in these and idl otiier 
attributes. 

At the same time that I made these modifications in my printed 
propositions, I declared to him, — and now repeat publicly, for the 
information of all to whom the opinions of so humble an individual 
are matter of concern, — that I am not one of those Christians w^ 
believe our blessed Lord and Saviour to be a simple, mere man, 
miraculously inspired and directed by the Supreme Being, or by his 
energy the Holy Spirit. I receive his own words as literally true^ 
when he declares that he came down from heaven. I acknowledge, 
according to his own most solemn declaration in that most affecting 
prayer that ever was uttered or recorded, that he had glory with the 
Father before the world was ; and I regard the state of glory into 
which he was removed by his ascension as only a resumption of that 
dignified state in which he existed before he appeared among men> 
with an augmentation of rank and felicity, conferred upon him as a 
reward for the benevolence, the patience, and the piety, evinced in 
the midst of the most cruel privations and sufferings here below. 
These are my views of the person of the Redeemer of men ; and I 
think they are borne out by the tenor of the Sacred Volume; 
though not unattended with difficult and perplexing, circumstances, 
which sometimes occur to my own mind with a force that dispones 
me to look with great charity on those who differ from me. Still I 
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tifiink tbem to be founded on, and agreeable to the Word of Qod. 
Bat I refused to insert tbem in my replies to Mr. Bagot's qoeries, 
becaase tbej do not relate to tbe subject of oontrov«ray between him 
and me. Our discussion relates to tbe " Proper Deity of the WordJ* 
On that subject my propositions are, I will venture to affirm, as fiiU 
and explicit as be could bimself desire ; and on points tbat may be 
agitated between myself and my Unitarian brethren, I will notenter^ 
into controversy with bim. Let him first become a Unitarian, and 
■then it will be time enough for him and me to discuss tbe pre-exist- 
ence or humanity of Christ. And if I were to judge from the first of 
ihe propositions which he has put before the public, I might conclude 
that he is already almost, and is on the high road to become alto, 
getber, such as I am myself. For. behold, in the very front appears 
,a statement, which contains no doctrine from which the most deter- 
mined Unitarian that ever lived, would or could express his dissent. 
<His first proposition is : 

1. There is one God,' Jehovah, who is God only, to tbe entire exclusion 0/ 
the alltfg^d godhead of every creature. 

Shade of the injured Emlym! be at rest. Your principles are 
espoused by the advocate of that church whose prelates countenanced 
your odious persecution 1 Peace to your manes ! — your mantle has 
•fallen where you least expected it to light. " There is one God, 
Jehovah, who is God only, to the entire exclusion of the alleged 
godhead of every creature/' Where — where in all the world did Mr. 
3agot light upon this heterodox truth P Not, certainly, in the creeds 
which he habitually recites in public worship ; and which, whether 
Nicene or Athanasian, contain no doctrine so pure,.so clear, so beauti. 
ful, so^^scriptural, so divine, respecting the Godhead of the Almighty ! 
JN^o> nor in the tomes of ponderous divinity that have been elaborately 
composed in cloisters, coHeges, or balls — and have been preached in 
pulpits, or unfeignedly assented and consented to by the clergy of 
iiis church. It was not there that Mr. Bagot lighted upon the pure 
and beautiful truth, which his own first proposition enunciates, that 
** ihire is one God, Jehovah, who is God only, to the entire exclusion of 
ihe alleged godhead of every creature P !No: some stray leaf of 
I4A.RDNBR or of Belsbam must have wandered into his study, like 
the Sibyl's verses borne upon the flitting breeze ; some fragment of 
PmBSTLY or of Price, of Channino or of Bruce, must have found 
its way into his retirement ; and having caught bis eye, has 
presented to his mind the idea of this simple and admirable truth, 
that Jehovah ts one ! which, so soon as seen, captivated his imagi- 
nation by its lovelinessy and won him by its charms to do it this 
public homage I 

. It cannot be said, with tmth, that Mr. Bagot adopted this divine 
and scriptural and most Unitarian proposition, without due warnings. 
The act was not done inadvertently. I told him, at the time when 
we exchanged our statements, that his amounted to a departure 
Irom his own doctrines. I told him that it would be considered by 
those of that theological party of which he was regarded as thecbam* 
{Mon, — ^as a dereliction of their principles. I told him it would not be 
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considered bv any party as a satisfactory reply to his own question, 
which he had of his own mere motion put to me, and which he had 
insisted on my answering explicitly, and in the public prints, before 
he would even consent to make arrangements for the present meeting. 
I put the question to him in his own words, — " Whom do you consider 
to he the One God of the Bible?*' I fully expected to hear him answer, 
*' God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost;" — or, in the 
language of the Litany, the '* Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three 
persons and one God*^ Such an answer would have comported with 
nis office as a clergyman in a Trinitarian church, and with his cha- 
racter as a man zealous for that doctrine, and who had previously 
published a Treatise on the subject ; but all such ideas were vain. 
Mr. Bagot had, in his sermon at St. Anne's, avowed himself " a Unu 
tartan ;** anti so much was he in love with his newfangled designation, 
that nothing would content him but to advance this Unitarian propo- 
sition to the front of his arrayed battalion ! — ^Th^ name of Unitarian 
has been held up as a term of invective and severe reproach. Its 
synonymes, in popular addresses, have been infidel, atheist, reviler of 
the Saviour ! The Unitarian doctrine has been held up to public scorn 
and execration, as a God-denying heresy — a soul-destroying leprosy, 
— a dilution, and a upas tree ! It is to be hoped that none of these 
epithets will ever again be employed : for now our name is assumed 
as a term df honour, by the very leader of our opponents ; and our 
right to its exclusive possession is contested with us, as a thing of 
value ; and he who steps forward to impugn our faith in fact, pays it 
the compliment of assuming it in name : insomuch that when he might, 
and in my of)inion was bound in fairness to putdown in his first pro- 
position a statement of the Trinitarian doctrine, he feels himseU in« 
duced or obliged to content himself with the assertion of ours. 

I say again, — I distinctly say, that Mr. Bagot, by this statement, 
shrinks from the defence of the Trinity. I say again, that he renders 
op the battlements of his own ecclesiastical creed. I say again, that 
he has not given a clear, an open, and explicit answer, in accordance 
with the principles which he is supposed to maintain, to the very 
Question which he perseveringly and pertinaciously urged on me ! 

But while I allow, — and not only allow, but in the course of this 
discussion shall strenuously maintain, that the Jirst proposition of 
Mr. Bagot contains nothing but a principle of eternal truth, against 
which the gates of hell shall not prevail,^I am very far from be- 
stowing the same praise upon the second, which he has linked with it 
in an ungrateful and unholy alliance. His first proposition we have 
seen. The second is to this effect : 

2. The Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator, is the Word made flesh, perfect God and 
perfect man ; possessing, as the Word, the same eternity, knowledge, power, au- 
thority, prerogatives, and godhead with the Father, and one with him in all attri- 
butes. 

The match is ill assorted ; the parties are not agreed ; and I for- 
bid the banns ! 

The first proposition is rational — scriptural — intelligible; the 
second is irrational, unscriptural, and unintelligible. The first pro- 
position asserts, that " there is one God Jehevah only;*' — a propositioa 
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vtiich is in accordance with the soundest dictates of «th6 human 
understanding ; — a proposition which is in complete harmony with 
that primary revelation, the revelation of nature, on which the reve* 
lation of the Bible is founded : for if the heavens declare the glory 
of God, they declare the glory of One God only ; if the firmament 
showeth forth his handy-work, it certainly reveals the handy- work of 
none besides. Whereas the second of these mutualiy.destructive 
propositions announces a second person in the character of Deity, of 
whom reason says nothing, and of whom, in this capacity. Scripture 
is silent. The first proposition declares, that '' there is one Goi>, 
Jehovah, who is God only, to the entire exclimon of the alleged god* 
heeid of every creature;** — a proposition which is distinctly stated over 
and over again, as I shall abundantly prove, in every part of the 
Sacred Volume, with every copious variety of phrase, ot emphasis^ 
and connexion, that can give it weight. The latter announces, that 
** the Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator, is perfect God and perfect 
man ;'* — a statement which I defy him to oroduce any one passage of 
Scripture to prove ; — to prove, not by inference, nor deduction, nor 
wire-drawn conclusion, nor by arbitrary meaning placed upon words 
contrary to their known tenor and signification in other places ; but 
by plain, downright, unequivocal Assertion, such as I shall bring for. 
ward, if he does not, to establish his first proposition. Let him name 
to us one single text in which it is plainly declared, that ** the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Mediator, is the Word made flesh, perfect God and 
perfect man," — or words to that effect, — and the controversy between 
us is at an end. The first proposition declares a truth which all can 
understand, and all can heartily embrace, that "there is one God, 
Jehovah, who is God only ; — a truth which is no mystery and no 
contradiction. But the latter, which asserts that the same being is 
perfect God and perfect man, asserts what Mr. Bagot may and will 
and must affirm to be a mystery ; but which, I do declare, appears 
to me to be nothing but a contradiction and an absurdity. To say 
that the same being and the same person is perfect God and perfect 
man, — what is this but to affirm, that he is almighty, at the same 
time that he is noeak ; that he is omniscient, at the same time that 
he is ignorant; that h^ v& omnipresent, at the same time that he is 
limited in extent ; that he is eternal, at the same time that he is 
limited in duration ; that he is supreme and independant, at the same 
time that he is inferior and dependant P — Call tnis a mystery ! — say 
that it is above human reason ! It is not above human reason ! 1 
know the meaning of every term in the proposition. I know the force 
of every connecting particle or phrase employed. I see and know 
that the two sets of attributes, the divine and human, are perfectly 
incompatible ;— that the proposition which asserts they both belong 
to the same person, is irreconcilable with itself, and is self-destruc 
tory. — No such proposition is contained in Scripture ! 

I am aware that those who argue on this hypothesis tell us, they are 
compelled to resort to it, in order to get rid of a contradiction. They 
say that one set of qualities appear to be ascribed to our Lord Jesus 
Christ in one set of passages, and another in other places ; and thus 
they are obliged to have recourse to the supposition of two natures 
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n anited in one fmrson, in order to get rid of a coatnidiotioa ! And 
how do tiiey get rid of this contradiction ? How does their theory 
help them out of the difficulty P Yerilv, it leaves them jast where it 
fonnd them ! It gets rid of the contradiction, hy leaving it still sta- 
ring them hroadly in the face I Asserting the union of two natures, 
the divine and the human, in one person, is just asserting the same 
proposition in other words, which is allowed by the argument itself, 
to be contradictory and absurd ! I shall prove, when these supposed 
contradictory texts come before me in the discussion, that it is by no 
means necessary to have recourse to this extravagant and unheard- 
of supposition, in order to understand the passages referred to. I 
shall show, if I have time, that there is not one of them which may 
not be explained on the supposition, that our blessed Lord is whiM: 
he always spoke of himself as being, one separate and distinct person 
and being ; like other created intelligences. In the mean time I 
would just beg to state or to repeat to you, what is the nature and 
kind of that evidence, which, if this doctrine be the doctrine of 
Scripture, must be required to support it. 

For this purpose, let us place ourselves in the situation of one of 
the Evangelists; Matthew, for instance, who had known, and 
personally accompanied our Lord. He knew that this illustrious 
teacher was not only the loag-expected Messiah, lor whom the nation 
of the Jews anxiously looked, but a personage infinitely more exalted 
than the race of Abraham had ever exalted in their most ardent 
moods of anticipation; be was no less than the Eternal and 
Omnipotent Jehovah, who created, sustains, and governs the wide 
universe of nature, clothed with the attributes of humanity. Under 
the veil of human infirmity was concealed the awful majesty of the 
Eternal King ! With this sublime and mysterious being, Mattbbw 
had himself lived in habits of intimacy and familiarity. He had 
been invited to become his follower, and had accepted the call ; he 
bad entertained him in his house — had accompanied him on his 
journeys through the land of Judea — ^had witnessed his dangers, 
and shared his privations ; and had seen him weep over the grave of 
Lazarus ; and had heard him affectingly deplore the blindness and 
infatuation of the Jews in obstinately rejecting him; and had beheld 
him shed tears over the city of Jerusalem, while he foretold the ruin 
and desolation which the perverseness of its inhabitants was bringing 
down upon it. Nay, more, he had beheld him seized like a male* 
factor by a band of infuriate zealots ; dragged before a bigoted high« 
priest and a cruel magistrate ; condemned to death by a sentence 
extorted by threats from an unwilling but guiity judge; and, atlast^ 
crucified on Golgotha, with every circumstance of insult and aggra* 
vated cruelty : and knowing all this, and knowing that this lining, 
thus treated, was no less a being than the dread and awful 
Majesty of Heaven, — that Great and Eternal Being, whose very 
name was deemed by the Jews too sacred ever to be pronounced, 
save once in each year, by the high priest when alone, in the holy 
of the holies ;-- Matthew, knowing all this, sits down to write a 
history of his life and labours for the instruction of his countrymeni 
He b^ns with the commencement of his earthly existence ; he con. 
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tiAttes his nanrative tlirough the interoiediate MiMgCB of his life Md 
aiinistiy ; he ends with his resurrection from the tomb* He seems 
to have taken particular pains to malte his narrative as full and 
minute as possible ; yet, wondrous to relate ! the one circumstanee, 
which, if true, formed the most astonishing and woaderfal of all the 
wonders connected with our Saviour's character— /A^ miracle of^ 
nnracles, which, if true, eclipsed all other miracles that ever were 
wrought-— /Atf doctrine of doctrines, which, if true, threw all other 
facts and doctrines completely into the shade — the transcetidant /set, 
at which, as a modern believer in its reality has dedbred, *' reasoii 
stands aghast, and faith itself is half ocmfounded,^' — this HEtEMfiN'- 
novs DOCTRINE, which, had it been true, and had it been kaown io> 
the Apostle Matthbw, would have engrossed all his thoughts, con- 
centrated all his feelings in itself, and its own mysterious awfnlness, 
and pnt all his faculties into requisition, in order to express, in • 
worthy manner, the overwhelming truth, — this ftll-engrossing, all- 
concentrating, and all-mysteriouB fact, is passed over by Matthew,: 
without being once mentioned by him in his history ! He had lived 
in habits of intimacy and familiarity with Almighty God. He writes^ 
for the instruction of his countrymen^ the history of bis incarnation ; 
and, strange to say ! not one word does the historian drop, as from 
himself, on the subject of the real nature of that being whosehistory; 
he records. Read over the Gospel of Mattb£W from beginning ta 
end ; you will find many facts recorded which are, to say the least; 
very hard to reconcile with the hypothesis of the *' Proper Deity ^^ 
ike Word:' But of the '* Proper Deity of the Word' itself, the bis-i 
torian says not a sin^e syllable ; nay, the term Word — which we are 
now told is the accurate and descriptive phrase to denote the Divine 
Being who thos lived, laboured, and died among men — is not found 
in this sense in the whole Gospel of Matthew. And the only two 
passages in the book which are supposed to have any reference to 
the doctrine, are the name " Emmanuel^' applied to Christ in the 
sione sense as it was given to a child bom in the lifetime of Isaiah ; 
not by the h^istorian, but by an angel : and a clause in the baptismal 
commission, which no more proves the " Proper Deity of Chriei," 
than a precisely similar phrase in the Epistles of St. Paul proves 
that Moses had also a Supreme and Proper Deity of his own. I 
have looked into the writings of several Trinitarian divines and ex- 
positors, both before the present discussion was talked of and since ; 
sad I have not found, that any other passage in the Gospel of Mat^ 
THEW that is supposed to contain any thing like a direct assertion 
of the " Proper Deity of Christ" We have seen that neither of these 
assertions, or supposed assertions, is direct ; and neither of them is 
given in the words of the historian himself. How are we to account 
for this wonderful silence of the holy Apostle ? Are we to suppose 
with Athanasius, — that renowned champion of orthodoxy, — that 
the venerable Evangelist wUfully concealed the truth, lest it might 
offend the prejudices of his countrymen, as well as of the Gentiles!^ 
If 80, we give to his discretion what we take from his veracity and 
historical credit 
But our astonishment is increased, when we find that Mabk— 
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who made Matthew's Gospel the foundation of an independent 
narrative — observes an equal silence ; that LuKs/who evidently had 
the works of his predecessors hefore his eye, when composing his 
narrative, is equally reserved ; and that John only mentions, or is 
supposed to mention, the doctrine in his own words, in one passage 
of his Gospel, — the commencement of it, — to which Mr. Bagol's se- 
cond Proposition obviously refers, and to which I shall probably 
address myself in some remark, before this discussion closes. 

Now, my Christian friends and brethren, I ask you is this proba- 
ble P Is this the way you would have conveyed a knowledge of this 
unspeakably important and interesting truth, had you been in the 
situation of the evangelists P Put yourselves for a moment in the 
place of these illustrious disciples. Assume to yourselves the feel, 
ings of warm, affectionate, and grateful attachment to your Saviour, 
with which his personal friends must have been animated. Add to 
their veneration for his character, and their respect for his authority, 
and their regret for his sorrows, their exultation and transport at 
witnessing his resurrection and ascension. Add to all these the 
sentiments which they must have cherished for their Lord and Mas- 
ter, if they knew the statement in Mr. Bagot's proposition to be true. 
Suppose all these feelings yours ; and that, with all these feelings 
strong upon you you sat down to write his history. Would you, I 
ask,— would you nave passed over this wonderful and awful event as 
they have doneP I fearlessly pronounce, that you would not, and 
could not have done so. It is not in human nature. The doctrine, 
therefore, unless it be supported by testimonies far more numerous 
in quantity and far more explicit in kind than these usually adduced 
out of the evangelical records, cannot be true. If it had been true, 
it would not have been left to be gathered, or inferred, or collected, 
from hints, inuendoes, allusions, — from minute criticism, and the 
doctrine of the Greek article. If it had been true, it would have 
shone forth in every page ; it would have adorned every paragraph ; 
it would have illuminated every line. But so far is this from being 
the case, that I am willing to rest the whole cause on an examina- 
tion of any one of the Evangelists. Let us begin with the beginning, 
— go through every passage from the commencement to the close ; let 
us consider seriatim the different statements made respecting our 
Saviour in the order in which they occur ; and it will then be speed- 
ily seen, on which side the weight of scriptural testimony lies. I 
venture to affirm, that Mr. Bagot will not nave adduced three hints 
or allusions to the doctrine of the Supreme Deity and Perfect Man- 
hood of Christ as united in one person, until I shall have quoted 
three hundred direct proofs to the contrary. On such a regular and 
orderly examination of any one Evangelist throughout, I am willing 
to rest the cause. 

The arguments which it will be my duty to bring forward, will 
be very different from those which have hitherto been adduced on 
the other side. In place of the hints, allusions^ and forged texts 
which are so often paraded as proofs of the Trinity, I will bring for- 
ward a class of texts, plain, direct, and unimpeachable, directly 
affirming the doctrine which I defend, and from which I take my 
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desigoatiaa as a Unitarian— namely, the DiYine Unity : affirming it 
not with exception and reservation of a threefold distinction of per. 
sons, sabsistences, or hypostases ; bat plainly, directly, absolutely, 
and unreservedly. And I shall, for this purpose, quote such tentts 



Deut. yi. 4. Hear, O Israel, the Lord our Gdd, is One Lord [t. e. Jbho- 
TAR oni Gk>d is One Jehotah]. 

IsA. xxxvii. 16. O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, thou art the God, even 
thou alooe of all the kingdoms of the earth. [20.] Now therefore, O liord our 
God, save us from his band, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that 
thou art the Lord, even thou only. 

Zbch. x\y, 9. Jehotah shall be king over all the earth. In that day there 
shall be on]s Jehotah, and his name one. 

Nehbm. ix. 6. ;Thou, even thou, art Jehotah alone: thou hast made 
heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their host;***and thou presenrest them 
alL 

Mark xii. 29. Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is. 
Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord ! [30.] And thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind^ and with all thy strength. This is the first commandment. • • • • 
[32.] And the scribe (with whom he had been conversing) said unto him* 
Well, Master! thou hast said the truth: for there is one God, and there it 
none other but He» * * « [34.] And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, 
he said. Thou art not fair from the kingdom of God / 

Gal. iii. 20. • • • God is one ! 

I shall next brin^ forward plain, downright, and intelligible asser- 
tions, that the ** Father'^ alone is the one Being, who is asserted to 
he God alone, to the entire exdusion of all others. I challenge 
Mr* Bagot to bring forward any similar declarations respecting Ood 
the Son, or God the Word, if the phrase pleases him better ; — to say 
nothing of God the Holy Ghost ; — whom, indeed, it is quite castom- 
ary to pass over in silence, in the present argument : why this is the 
case I do not know ; for if he be God as much as either of the other 
two, be has surely as good a right to be put prominently forward as 
they. Under this division of my subject, I shall adduce such au- 
thorities as — 

Matt, xxiii. 9. One is your Father who is in heaven. 

1. Cor. viii. 4—6. ♦ • • There is none other God but One: for though there 
be that are called Gods, whether in heaven or in earth, (as there be Gods many 
and Lords many,) yet to us there is but One Ood, the Father, of whom are all 
things, and we in him, &c. 

£pH. iv. 6. There is one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all. 

Matt, x, 29^-31. Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? And one of 
themsfiall not £all on the ground without your Father ! 

LuKB X. 31. In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, T thank thee, O 
FAfHBR, Lord of HtSAVEM and earth. * * * Even so. Father, dec. — See Matt. 
xi. 25. 

I shall then advert to a number of passages in which our Lord 
Jestts Christ is expressly distinguished from the one God, In such a 
manner, as to prove that his alleged Deity is entirely excluded by 
those passages which assert the sole Supremacy of the Father. With 
this view I shall refer to such texts as — 

C 
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Mark k. 18^ Jesus said unto him, Why callett thou fHe good ? There i$ 
none good but one ; that is, GoQ ! 

1 riM. ii. 5. There is One God, and one Mediator between God and men, 

tlie man Christ Jesus. 

John xvii. 3. This is life eternal, that they may know thee, the -only 
TRUE God, — and — Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent ! 

Mark xiii. 32. Of that day, and that hour, knoweth no man ; no, not the 
angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, — but the father ! 

Matt. xii. 50. Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaveni 
the same is my brother, &c. 

I shall then advert to the passages which contain the doctrine 
of the New Testament, respecting religious worship ; which show 
that, according to the example and precepts of Christ, and the prac- 
tice of his disciples, the Father is the only being to whom it can be 
presented ; and, accordingly, that he is the only true God, to whom 
all homage and veneration are due. The passages which I shall 
adduce under this head are such as the following : 

Matt. vi. 6. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet; and when 
thou hast shut the door, pray to thy Father who is in secret ; and thy Father^ 
who seeth in secret, shall reward thee openly. 

Matt. vi. 9. After this manner therefore pray ye : Our Father, who art 
in heaven, &c. 

Matt, xviii. 19. Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on 
earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
MY Father who is in heaven. 

Luke x. 21. At that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, t thank thee,, 

Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hid these things from the 
wise and prudent, and revealed them unto babes; even so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in thy sight. , 

This verse not only marks a plain line of distinction between oar Sa- 
viour and the Father, but proves that our Lord addressed his prayers 
only to the Father ; which is confirmed, among other texts, by— 

Matt. xxvi. 39. And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and ptayed, 
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me : nevertheless 
not as I will, but as thou wilt ! 

After bringing forward these proofs in support — I might say in 
demonstralion-^o^ the doctrine contained in my first proposition, I 
shall advert in support of my second, to the names, titles, and desig- 
nations, commonly bestowed upon our Lord Jesus Christ in Scrip- 
ture ; and I shall be able to prove, that these are all such as we 
know, either from their own nature, or from the express assertions . 
of the Sacred Writers, to be expressive of inferiority. Of these 

1 may now enumerate the terms, " Word,** — *' Son of God** -^'^ Child 
ofGod;*^*' the Son;'—*' the Son of Man,''— '* Man,"—'* Christ,"— 
" Prophet,"—" Apostle;^—" the Sent,"-^" the Mediator,"—" the 
Anointed" 

I shall next bring forward a numerous array of passages, in whieh 
it is expressly declared, that Christ was created by the Father ; and 
that he received from him existence, wisdom, power, authority, and 
dignity— that he is in all things subordinate and inferior to the 
Father ; and expressly disclaimed a participation of the divine attri- 
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bates in that anlimited sense in which they belong to God. Now/ 
you will observe, that for all these things I shall adduce, hot hints, 
or innuendos, or inferences, but plain, direct, and explicit assertions i 
and I challenge Mr. Bagot to bring forward, either any assertions of 
the same kind, respecting God, the Father ; or any assertions, equally 

Elain and palpable, respecting the dignity which he assigns to our 
lord Jesus Christ. On the contrary, I shall prove before you, by 
quotations of Scripture, that those expressions which are commonly 
brought forward as proofs on this side, are freely ascribed to other 
persons whose Supreme Deity nobody dreams of asserting ; and that, 
when the Sacred Writers celebrate, in the highest strains, the glory 
and dignity of the Saviour, they do, at the same time, couple with 
their praises expressions which plainly intimate, that, whatever Christ 
is, how high so ever his titles, and how exalted so ever his rank, he 
is, and has all, of and from the Father; and whatever the respect and 
honour which is his due, it is to redound ultimately to the glory of 
the Father. Now, this is exactly the pure Unitarian doctrine ; and 
if I prove these things, I prove my point. 



Mr. bagot.— I shall not occupy either your time or my own 
with a long introduction. I appear before you this day in conse^ 
qnence of what I consider a challenge from Mr. Porter, to discuss 
with him one of the most important doctrines of Christianity — th^ 
True Deity of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ 

I enter upon this solemn undertaking with the most perfect per. 
suasion, that the progress of the glorious Gospel of the ever-blessed 
God cannot be impeded, however it might be the Lord's pleasure, 
an some way to advance it, by the result of this controversy. He 
to whom the shields of the earth belong has infinite resources at 
command, and can easily over-rule every circumstance to the pro- 
motion of his'glory. Whatever may be the sentiments of individuals 
as to the propriety of such a discussion, I must take the liberty to 
insist, that, when the challenge had once appeared, I had but one 
course to follow, namely, to accept it ; and I trust that, in so doing, 
I have been solely influenced by a sense of duty. There are, I aia 
aware, two classes of persons in this assembly. To those who agree 
Vith me in sentiment, I would earnestly say, Let me have your fer- 
vent prayers, that he who was with PaiU when no man stood beside 
him-T-who said to him in the hour of trial, " My grace is sufficient 
for thee; my strength is perfected in weakness ;, and who promised 
to his Apostles a mouth and a wisdom which none of their adver- 
saries could gainsay or resist, — would grant me a spirit of humility, 
"^ergy, and judgment, and enable me to speak the truth in love, so 
as to glorify his holy name. And to those who differ from me I 
would affectionately say, I do not come here as your enemy, but as 
your friend. I am influenced, I trust, neither by bigotry, prejudice, 
nor sectarian animosity ; bat simply by a desire to proclaim and en* 
force what I consider to be the very essence and vitality of the 
Christian religion. I would earnestly disclaim the entetta\wtaftTA.^5^ 
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any personal antipathy towardB those who differ from me in religions 
opinion ; and am at all times ready to concede to others that fall 
credit for disinterested sincerity which I claim for myself ; thongfa I 
should he sorry to compromise for one moment the importance 
which I helieve the Word of God attaches to the sentiments I hold, 
by not plainly declaring my impression, that those who reject them 
are in a state of dangerous error. I do, then, expect that we shall 
both be heard with candour and indulgence by those who differ 
from our respective views ; and I shall be much disappointed if this 
discussion will not excite a greater spirit of religious inquiry, and a 
greater disposition to search the Scriptures with studious and prayer- 
ful investigation, and circulate a greater feeling of courtesy and 
social kindness amongst persons of opposite religious opinions, than, 
I am sorry to say, has hitherto prevailed* 

I shall proceed, without any further introduction, to demonstrate 
the truth of the propositions I have proposed to defend, according to 
Scripture. 

My FIRST proposition asserts, that there is but one God, 
Jehovah, who is God only, to the entire exclusion of the alleged 
godhead of every creature. For this I advance the following proofs: 

Bbut. v'u 4. Hear,'0 Israel .! the Lord our God is one Lord. 

John xvii. 8. And this is life eteroal, that they might know thee, ^he only 
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent. 

1 Cob* viii. 4U-6. As concerning therefore the eating of those things that 
are offered in sacrifice unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the worlds 
and that there is none other God but one : for though there be that are called 
Gods, whether in heaven or earth, (as there be Gods many and Lords many,) 
but to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we Ja 
him ; and one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all thmgs, and we by him. 

Eph. iv. 6. One God and Father of all who is above all, and through sll, 
and in you alL 

To these I might add many more passages ; but these are amply 
sufficient to prove, that there is but One God, to the entire exclusion 
of the alleged godhead of every real or fictitious creature. I would 
here request every one to draw a clear distinction between the ex^ 
elusion of all independent beings from the Godhead, and the inclusion 
of ihree Divine Persons in that One Godhead, Whilst I not only ad- 
mit, but maintain, that the texts above quoted, and others of a 
similar form, are quite satisfactory in proving the exclusion of everj 
created being from Deity, I maintain that they do not contradict 
the doctrine which teaches the inclusion of Three Persons in the 
One Deity of the Bible. This leads me to state and prove my 
SECOMD proposition, viz, : 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Mediator, is the Word made fleshy 
perfect God and perfect man ; possessing, as the Word, the same 
eternity, knowledge, power, authority, prerogatives, and Godhead 
with the Father, and one with him in alt attributes. 

This proposition refers to the Lord Jesus Christ in three points 
of view ; as being the Mediator ; as being perfect man ; and as being 
perfect God, one God with the Father. 
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1. That be is Mediator is asserted in the following, amongst 
other passages: 

1. Tim. ii, 5. For there is one God, and one Mediator betireen God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus. 

Heb. viii. 6. By bow much also he is the Mediator of a better covenant. ' 

Hbb. is. 15. For this cause he is the Mediator of the new testament 

I woald here remark, that a mediator is one nrho assumes the 
office of interposition between two parties who are at variance, in 
order to effect a reconciliation. This defioation will not, at least in 
a general point of view, be questioned. What I wish principally to 
remark, in reference to it, is, that a mediator must necessarily be, as 
long as he sustains the office, subordinate to one of the parties : 
therefore the Lord Jesus Christ, as Mediator, is, in that capacity, 
iubordinate to God the Father ; and, consequently, wherever he is 
spoken of in Scripture in thatxapacity, we naturaJly expect to find 
clear evidences of his subordination ; and as the New Testament 
professes to be a history of his mediatorial work, we naturally find 
it full of evidences of his mediatorial subordination. Upon this prin- 
ciple, therefore, it is quite natural to find the Mediator asserting 
that his doctrine is not his own, but his that sent him (JoHNvii. 16); 
that the Father had sanctified him and sent him into the world 
(JoHNfX. 86) ; that he came to do his Father's will (John v. 30) ; 
that, during the period of his continuing on earth, as Mediator, his 
''Father was greater than he'' (John xiv. 28); and that as his medi- 
atorial kingdom had a beginning^ so when the purposes for which it 
was instituted shall be accomplished, it shall have a terminatum 
when he shall have delivered up the kingdom to God,^ even the 
Father (1 Cor. xv. 24 to 28). 

2. The proposition asserts that the Lord Jesus Christ is perfect 
man ; by which I mean that he possessed a true human soul and 
body. Of this I submit the following proofs : 

^1.) He is called a man in several passages of Scripture, and 
without any qualifying expression which would lead us to attach to 
the word any other than tne ordinary signification ; as in Acts ii. 22. 
" A man approved of God among you, by miracles and wonders an4 
signs, which God did by him;" and 1 Tim. ii. 5. "There is one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus." 

(2.) He displayed, during his continuance on earth, every chai- 
racteristic of a complete, but sinless humanity. 

(3.) His mind, as man, possessed the same characteristic^ as a 
proper human mind should possess. It was capable of acquiring 
knowledge progressively, as his human body was only capable of 
increasing in stature progressively (Luke ii. 62); and after all its 
acquisitions, it was capable only of a limited knowledge ; for there 
were some things which the man Christ Jesus was ignorant of (as of 
the hour of judgment, Mabx xiii. 32). An omniscient human mind 
i$ a^ cantratUotion in terms. 

But on the subject of our Savioi«r's humanity, it will be sufficient 



to refer {o two cdrnprehensWe passaf^es in tbe Epistle to tfae He- 
brews: the former in Heb. ii. 14. ''Forasmuch then as the children 
are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself took part of the 
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power 
of deaths that is the devil, and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage :" — the latter is in 
Hbb. ii. 17, 18. ** Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made 
like unto his brethren^ that he might be a merciful and faithful high, 
priest in things pertaining to God." From these passages it appears 
that Christ's human nature was assumed^ in order that he might 
become capable of dying, so as thereby to effect our deliverance; 
and also in order that, by a personal experience in our infirmities, he 
might feel such a sympathy with us, as would give us a confidence 
in his faithfulness and mercy. And when we consider how much of 
our sinfulness and misery results from our ignorance, it is manifest 
that in order to lay the foundation for a perfect sympathy^ he must 
have assumed the ignorance of human nature. He was, infact^ <'in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.'' Hbb. iv. 15. 

I would here remark, that in his human nature the Lord Jesus 
Christ was dependent upon, and inferior to Deity. Hence, as the 
four Gospels profess to be a history of the " days of his flesh,'* we 
naturally find them containing copious proofs of his dependence and 
inferiority. But such proofs have nothing to do with the distinct 
and independent question of his Deity. 

3. The proposition asserts that the Lord Jesus Christ is perfect 
God ; possessing the same eternity, knowledge, power, authority, 
prerogatives, and godhead with the Father, and one with him in all 
attributes. 

I shall simply rest this doctrine upon the testimony of our mu^ 
tually acknowledged standard, the word of God. And^ as the Bible 
professes to be a revelation of facts, and not of the explanation^ 
of facts or of mysteries, — I shall, throughout the entire discussion! 
consider this doctrine entirely as a question o( fact, to be a$rmea 
or denied by testimony, and shall not enter into any metaphysical 
disquisitions which would involve any inquiry into its possibility. ' 

The simple argument by which it appears to me that this docr 
trine is to be proved, may be thus stated : 

The only way by which we can ascertain the God of the Bible, 
is, by allowing our minds to be guided by that revelation of the 
peeuliar attributes and prerogatives of Deity, which the Bible pre- 
sents, so as to admit and recognize the Deity of whatever persoih 
these attributes and prerogatives of Deity are associated with. 
Now upon this principle, if I found that the attributes and prerogaf^ 
tives of Deity were ascribed to a persen, whom, at the same time, 
I found to be, designated by the name of„ Isaiah or Peter, I wonld, 
of course^ argue for the Deity of Isaiah or FETBa,and maintain that 
they were manifestations of the Godhead in human nature. Bot 
this I do nQt find to be the case. I find, however, that the peculiar 
attributes and prerogatives of true and perfect Godhead are ia 
Scripture associated with him who is, at the same time, designated 
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the Lord Jesus ChHst ; that he is represented to oar view ais po8« 
Bessin^ the same characteristics and divine privileges with the Father 
(whose Deity I here assume), — And, therefore, whilst I fully main* 
tain that there is hut one God, I at the same time, suhmit to the 
force of all these scriptural proofs, hy maintaining that the Lord 
Jesus Christ is in a sense distinct from, hut consistent with, his 
assumed condition as Man and Mediator ; One God with the Father. 
' This is a statement of the general argument, the logical validity, 
of which will not he questioned, because it is based upon the aamef 
principles by which our opponents prove the Deity of the Father. 
I shall now proceed to adduce, in detail, the scriptural proofs by 
which I substantiate this general argument. 

L I SHALL BRING FORWARD PROOFS OF THE NAMKS^ ATTRl- 
BUTES, AND PREROGAflVES OF DeITY BEING ASCRIBED TO ChBIST ; 

viz. 

In IsAiAQ vii. 14, we read the following passage : *' Behold a 
virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call his name Imma- 
auel ;" which is asserted by Matthew to be a prophecy of the 
nativity of Christ, containing a descriptive designation of his person .• 
V Behold a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a Son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel; which, being interpreted/ 
is God with us." Matth. i. 23. 

In IsA.. ix. 6, 7, the prophet, having spoken of Christ in refer, 
ence to his human nature as *' the child born,^' immediately describes 
him in contrast to this, as the " mighty God," or strong God,'^ and 
as invested with everlasting dominion: "Fqt unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given ; and the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der ; and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, the mighty 
God, the everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase of 
his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of 
l)avid, and upon his kingdom to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever : the zeal 
of the Lord of Hosts will accomplish this." The reference of this 
prophecy to Christ is evident : 1st, from its connexion with Isa. vii. 
14, of which the application to him is confirmed by Matthew ; 
2dly, from the application of ^the 1st and second verses to Christ, in 
Matt. iv. 14 to 10; and from the virtual application of the passage 
itself to him, in Luke i. 32 and 33 ;- and, 3dly, from the fact that the 
description of person and character contained in this prophecy will 
not comport with any other person. 

^ In Jeremiah xxiii. 5 and 6, the personal glory and mediatorial 
value of Christ are described by the complex title of "Jehovah our 
righteousness." — "Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that I 
wUl raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and 
prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice in the earth; in his 
days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is 
his name whereby he shall be called, J%e Lord our righteousness,"" 

In Mic. V. 2, the prophet, having foretold Christ's coming forth 
from Bethlehem, immediately adduces, in contra&t ^vvVi vVi\%> ^ ^^- 
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Bcription which asserts his tirici eternity : '* But thou, Bethlehem 
Ephfatah^ though thou be little among the thousands of Jndah, yet 
oat of thee shall he come forth unto me, that is to be ruler in Is- 
rael ; whose goings forth have been from of old, of everlasting. The 
application of this passage to Christ is proved by reference to Matth. 
ii. 16, and John vii. 42. 

In M4L. iii. 1^ the prophet speaks of Christ by a distinct refer- 
ence to his Deity and to his mediatorial office : " Behold I will send 
iny Messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me ; and the 
Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple; even the 
Messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in ; behold he shall 
come, saith the Lord of Hosts." The application of this passage to 
Christ is clearly asserted in Mark i. 2. And as it describes the 
temple in Jerusalem as being *' his temple,** it is evident that he was 
the God of the temple, or else it was consecrated to idolatry. 

In Luke i. 17, we find Christ designated as the ''Lord the God of 
Israel.'' — *' And many of the children of Israel shall he turn to the 
Lord their God, and he shall go before him in the spirit and power 
of Elias,'* &c. That Cbrist is here intended there can be no ques* 
tion, especially when we read the words of the Baptist in John iii. 
28. " I am not the Christ, but I am sent before hinJ* 

In John, L 1, Christ's Deity is expressly asserted, under the desig- 
nation of the Word : *' In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was God^'* 

In JohK i. 3, the Ap(»tle shows that he understands Christ, as the 
Word, to be God in the strict and true sense, by ascribing to him, 
both positively and negatively, the creation of all things : " All 
things were made by him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made." 

Also, in verse 10, he ascribes to him the creation of the world in 
which he was : " He was in the world, and the world was made by 
him, and the world knew him not/' 

In John iiL 13, we learn that Christ was in heaven (which he 
could only be in his divine nature), whilst he was in his human 
nature conversing with Nicodemus, ''And no man hath ascended 
up to heaven, but he that came down from heaven, even the Son of 
man, which is in heaven." 

Christ permitted his disciples to ascribe to him the faculty of 
omniscience, without rejecting it, in John xvi. 30 : " Now we are 
sure that thou knowest all things, &c.; and in John xxi. 17 : "Lord, 
thou knowest all things ; thou knowest that I love thee." 

In John xx. 28, two tides of Deity are ascribed to the Saviour, 
with his full approbation : " And Thomas answered and said unto 
him. My Lord and my God." 

In Rom. ix. 5, we read, "Whose are the fathers, and of whom, 
as boncerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for 
ever." In this passage there are four distinct attributes of true 
Deity referred to Christ, in respect of that nature of his which is not 
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" according to the flesh/' viz. the title ''6od;" the attribute of 
supremacy and eternity ; and the title " blessed/' which, of itself, 
without any adjunct, implies true Deity, as is evident from Mark 
xiv. 61. " Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed ?" 

Phil. ii. 5 — 8. " Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus; who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God : but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men ; 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death, even the death of the cross ; wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted him/' &c. In this passage Christ is 
spoken of in three respects;— 1st, as to his pre-existent state, in the 
form of God ; 2dly, as to his humiliation in the flesh ; and 3dly, as 
to his subsequent mediatorial exaltation by the Father. — ^I'he first 
view is that upon which I rest the argument for his Deity. 

The independent and unlimited power of Christ is asserted in 
Phil. iii. 21. " Who shall change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working (or 
ener^^y) whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself" 

The priority of Christ to all created things, and the creation and 
preservation of all things by him, is asserted in Col. i. 15-* 17 : 
" Who is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of every 
creature : for by him were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether tjiey be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all things were created by 
him, and for him ; and he is before all things, and by him all things 
consist." — ^This last clause, also; necessarily implies his possession 
of an existence coextended with hi? works. 

The Deity of Christ is assented in Col. ii. 9. " For in him dwell- 
eth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily." 

In I Tim. iii. 16, we have a proof that he who was manifest in 
the flesh, was God : whether we read the passage as it stands in 
our English translation, and as Griesbach sanctioned in his first 
edition, " And, without controversy, great is the mystery of godli- 
ness; God was manifest in the flesh/' &c. or, thus, according to 
Gbiesbach'b second edition, '' But, if I tarry long, that thou mayest 
know bow thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God (which 
is the church of^e living God, the pillar and ground of truth ; and 
without controversy, great is the mystery of godliness); who was 
manifest in the fle^h/' &c. — For, in this case, the last masculine 
antecedent, which could agree with the relative ".who/' is " God." 

In TiTCJS ii. 13, we read, "Looking for that blessed hope, and 
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ/' — As the glorious appearing here spoken of refers to Christ's 
coming to judgment, the application of the title " great God" to 
him is apparent. 

In Heb. i. 2, Christ is spoken of aa the Heir and Creator of all 
things : " Whom he (i. e. the Father) hath appointed heir of all 
things, by whom also he made the worlds." 

D 



In HsB. i. 3, we read, " Who being the brightness of his glory, 
and the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the 
word of his power/' &c^<— In these words two remarkable epithets are 
given to Christ, which imply his perfect oneness in glory and sab- 
sistence with the Father; and also the work of Providence is ex- 
pressly referred to him. 

In Hes. i. 6, he is represented as the proper object of worship to 
the angels : " When be bringeth in the first-begotten into the 
world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him." 

In Heb. i. 8, the Father is represented as addressing the Son in 
langusige which necessarily implies his possession of Deity and of 
everlasting dominion : " Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever," 
&c.—- These words being a quotation from the 45th Psalm, show 
that we are to understand the description of Deity which that Psalm 
contains as relating to Christ. 

In Heb. i, 10, the Father is represented as addressing to the Son 
a quotation from the 102d Psalm : " Thou, Lord> in the beginning 
hast laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works 
of thine hands : they shall perish, but thou remainest ; and they all 
shall wax old, as doth a garment ; and as a vesture shalt thou fold 
them up, and they shall be changed ; but thou art the same, and thy 
years shall not fail." In this passage, Christ is addressed as the 
Creator, the beginning and the end of all things, and as invested 
with the eternity and immutability of Deity. 

N. B. The first chapter of'HBBREWs, from which the last five proofs have 
been extracted, also contains passages of an independent nature, in which the 
mediatorial character and subordination of the Son is mentioned, .in contrast 
with these ascriptions of the peculiarities of Deity. 

In Hebrews xiii. 8, immutability is ascribed to Christ by the 
same Greek expression (o aur^^) as in chap. i. 12, and with an ad- 
dition similar to that which is connected with that term in the latter 
passage : " Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever;" — 
a declaration parallel to, but more emphatic than the other, " Thou 
art the same, and thy years shall not fail." 

In 1 John v. 20, Christ is styled the true God, as is evident not 
merely from the grammatical construction of the passage, but also 
from the connexion of that title with the title of '^eternal life," 
iVhich is used as a designation of Christ, as distinguished from the 
Father, in the 2d verse of the 1st chapter of this Epistle : '' And 
we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an under- 
standing, that we may know him that is true ; and we are in him 
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ This ^^ the true God, 
imd eternal life." 

In Rev. i. 8, we read, "I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, which was> and which is to 
come, the Almighty." — Upon this passage we remark, that although 
we believe it to be the language of Christ, yet our argument is as 
strong, if not stronger, by submitting to the interpretation which 
refers it to God the Father ; for, according to this view, the passage 
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ebaracterijEes the Father by the very same divine titles ivfaich ar» 
assumed by Ohri^ in the 17th and 18th verses of the same chapter; 
and consistency requires that we should not give a different inter- 
pretation to the very same terms id the two cases. 

In Rev. i. 17, the title of First and Last is assumed by Christ : 
''Fear not, I am the first and the last;" also in chap. ii. 8, ''These 
things saith the first and the last, which was dead and is alive;" and 
in Rev. xxii. 13, '' I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last." 

In Rev. xvii. 14, two titles of Deity are ascribed to Christ: 
*' These shall make war t^ith the Lamb, and the Lamb shall over- 
come them ; for he is King of kings, and Lord of lords ;" and also 
in chap. xix. 16, "And he hath on his vesture, and on his thigh, a 
same written. King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

In the following passages the title ''God" is applied to Christ: 
Ephes. v. 5, " In the kingdom of Christ and of God," which, ac 
cording to the Greek, might be more distinctly rendered, " In the 
kingdom of him who is Christ and God." — 2 Thess. i. 12, "Accord- 
ing to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ,'^ or ^' of our 
God and Lord Jesus Christ."— 2 Pet. i. 1, '* Through the righteous- 
ness of God and our Saviour Jesus Christ," or " of our God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." 

In 1 John iii. 2 and 5, Christ is spoken of under the tide of 
*' God :" — *' Beloved, now are we the sons oX God, and it doth not yet 
appear what we shall be : but we know that when he shall appear, 
w^ shall be like him ; for we shall see him as he is." "And ye know 
that he was manifested to take away our sins." — It is evident that the 

Esrson designated in these two verses by the pronoun " he" is the 
ord Jesus Christ ; but, grammatically speaking, this pronoun must 
refer to the word " God" in the second verse; therefore Christ is here 
styled God. 

We advance the following proofs of Christ's having received and 
recognised, whilst upon earth, many acts of homage and petition, 
which, if he were a merely created being, he should have rejected 
upon a principle of piety, and because such honours were of too high 
a nature to be paid to any but one investied with true and proper 
Deity.— Matth. viii. 2. " There came a leper, and worshipped him, 
saying. Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean." Mark 
describes the circumstance thus, chap. i. 40. ** There came a leper, 
beseeching him, and kneeling down to him ;*' and Luke v, 12. " fell 
on his face, and besought him, saying," &c. The answer of our 
Saviour completely recognised, and therefore justified, as correct the 
ascription of personal ability whiph the entreaty contained, *'/ will: 
be thou clean." — Matth. ix. 18. "There came a certain ruler, and 
itorshipped him." Luke expresses it, chap. viti. 41. ** He fell down 
at Jesus' feet."— Matth. xiv. 33. "They that were in the ship came 
and worshipped him, saying, "Of a truth thou art the Son of God." 
— MiCTte: XV. 25. "Then came she and worshipped him, saying, 
Lwrd, help me." Mark says, chap. vii» 25. " She fell at his feet?'— 
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Upon ibeM inslances we remark, that they are as express and posi- 
tive acts of devotion, as that which Peter is described as refusing 
from Cornelius, in Acts x. 25. " As Peter was coming in, Cornelius 
met him, and fell down at his fbet, and worshipped him ; but Peter 
took him up, saying, Stand up, I myself also am a man :" and that — 
as the apostle Paul defines idolatry, in Rom. i. 25. to consist in 
worshipping and serving the creature besides the Creator" (for so 
To^a, in the Greek, should be translated) our Sayiour would have 
displayed an equal concern for maintaining Ihe exclusive preroga- 
tives of God, if God had been an infinitely superior being to him, to 
whom he was indebted for existence^ and ivhom he ought therefore 
to have worshipped himself. 

In the 45th Psalm, the application of which to Christ is proved 
in the first chapter of the Epistle to the Hebrews, we read this 
command in the llth verse, addressed to the Church: "He is thy 
Lord, and worship thou him.'' 

In Luke xxiv. 51, 52, the Apostles are described as having wor- 
shipped *him immediately after his ascension : " And it came to pass, 
while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into 
heaven, and they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy." 

In Acts i. 24, the Apostles are represented as thus praying to 
him, and at the same time ascribing to him a knowledge peculiar to 
Deity : "And they prayed and said. Thou, Lord, who knowest the 
liearts of all men, show whether of these two thou hast chosen." — It 
is evident that the Lord here addressed was the Lord Jesus, as he 
had originally chosen the twelve Apostles, as they were to be his 
Apostles, and as the election of a successor to Judas properly be- 
longed to Christ's mediatorial office as " head over all things to his 
Church." 

In Acts xiv. 23, we read, "And when they had prayed (or, pray- 
ing to) with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom 
they believed." — The Lord on whom they believed was manifestly 
Christ. 

In Acts vii. 59, 60, we read, "And they stoned Stephen, invoking 
and saying. Lord Jesus receive my spirit. And he kneeled down, 
and cried with a loud voice. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." — 
Here the dying martyr is represented, in the most solemn manner, as 
addressing to Christ two prayers, the very same as those which the 
Saviour, *' in the days of his flesh," offered up to his Father on the 
cross, and also as ascribing to Christ the very same divine powers 
and prerogatives as Christ ascribed to his Father; and, at the same 
time, we are told that Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost, and there- 
fore incapable of an act of idolatry. 

In 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9, we read, " For this cause I besought the 
Lord thrice that it (the thorn in the flesh) might depart from me. 
And he said unto me, "My grace is sufficient for thee: my strength 
is made perfect in weakness." — ^The Lord to whom the Apostle, 
prayed is then said to be Christ: "Most gladly therefore will I ra- 
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iher glory in my infinnities, that the power (or strength) of Cbii«t 
may rest upon-me/' Now here we have an instance of repeated prayer 
to the Saviour, by an apostle who has elsewhere said : " In every 
thing by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known unto God." Phil. iv. 6. 

In Ret. iv. 17, we read this command : ''Worship him that made 
heaven and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters ;" which 
is equivalent to an express and direct command "to worship Christ ; 
for " by him were all things created that are in heaven and that are 
inearth." Col. i. 16. 

So frequent was the practice of praying to Christ in the Apostolic 
Church, that its members were characterised and known by a title 
derived from the custom ; as in the language of Ananias, in Acts 
ix. 14. " And here he hath authority from the chief priests to bind 
all that call on thy name ;'' and of Paul, in 1 CoR. i. 2. " And unto 
all that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our liord." 

In Rev. v. l4, Christ is represented as the object of worship to 
the inmates of heaven : " And the four beasts said. Amen ; and the 
four and twenty elders fell down and worshipped him that liveth for 
ever and ever ;" for this description of the person whom they wor- 
shipped, is identically the same as that by which Christ designates 
himself, in ch. i. 18. " I am he that liveth and was dead, and behold 
I am alive for evermore." In the Greek the expressions are precisely 
the same in the two passages ; or, if we exclude the words " him that 
liveth for ever and ever" from the text of Rev. v. 14, as Griesbach 
does, we have then a more direct argument ; for the passage will read 
thus :•" The elders fell down and worshipped ;" i, e. they worshipped 
" him that sitteth upon the throne and the Lamb," mentioned in the 
preceding verse. 

The book of the Revelation closes with a solemn prayer to Christ, 
chap. xxii. 20 : " Even so come. Lord Jesus." 

II. I shall now produce another class op proofs ; NAMELY, 
PASSAGES IN WHICH DIVINE ATTRIBUTES OR PREROGATIVES ARE AS- 
CRIBED IN COMMON TO ChRIST, AND JeHOVAH, OR GOD. 

The kingdom of God is represented as the kingdom of Christ, 
Eph. v. 5 : " No whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous 
man which is an idolater, ha'th any inheritance in the kingdom of 
Christ and of God." 

The Apostles are the servants of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the same sense, as in James i. 1 : *' James, a servant of God and 
of the Lord Jesus Christ;" for there is not any^expression here which 
could convey the idea of any distinction. 

Christ, under the designation of the Lamb, is associated with 
" him that sitteth upon the throne," as the object of worship and 
adoration to the inhabitants of heaven ; as in Rev. v. 1 1 — 13 : "And 
I beheld, and I heard the voice of many aogels round abi)ut the 



throne, snd the beasts and the ddeii : ..and the nomher of them was 
ten thousand times ten thoosand and thoasands of thousands; saying 
with a load Toiee, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive 
power, and riehes, and wisdom, and streng;th, and honoar, and glory, 
and blessing. And every e^eatuie which is in heaven, and on the 
earth, and ander the earth, and sach as are in the sea, an^ all that 
are in them, heard I saying. Blessing, and honour, and glory, and 
power, be anto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb^ 
for ever and ever."— Now upon the principle asserted by Isaiah, chap. 
xl?iiL 11, ^ that Grod will not give bis glory to another,'^ and also as 
there coald not be idolatry or creature- worship in heaven, "the Lamb 
that was slain'' must have been invested with the One Godhead with 
the Father> in order to justify his being thus associated with the 
Father, as the object of the most sublime, ample^ and emphatic as* 
pription of homage which the Bible contains. 

In Riv. XX. 6, we read that they who have part in the first resnr. 
rectioo, " shall bis priests of God and of Christ." Now, as a priest 
is the servant of Deity, this passage either inculcates idolatry, or the 
doctrine of the Deity of Christ. 

By comparing Rbv, xxii. 6 with Rbv. xxii. 16, we have a strong 
proof by Christ's Deity. The former passage is, " The Lord God of 
the holy prophets sent hit angel to show unto his servants the things 
which must shortly be done." The latter passage is, " I Jesus have 
sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the church." 
Now the angel sent is, in both these verses, asserted to be the angel 
of the Sender, who is called in one passage, " the Lord God of the 
holy prophets," and in the other '' Jesus." The inference is una* 
voidaole, that these are two designations of Christ. 

In the Epistle of Paul to Titus, the Apostle, in speaking upon 
the redemption by Christ, uses indifferently the expressions "God our 
Savioufi" and " Christ our Saviour," in such a form as to identify 
God and Christ. As, for instance, Titus i. 3, "According to the 
commandment c/Gorf our Saviour;" chap. i. 4, ^' Grace, mercy, and 
peace from God the Father, fxndlhehora Jesus Christ our Saviour;** 
chap, ii* 10, " That they may adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour 
in^all things ;'' chap. ii. 13, " The glorious appearing of the great 
God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ; " chap. iii. 4, "The kindness and 
love of God our Saviour towards man ;" cnap. iii. 6, " Which he shed 
on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour." — ^Now upon 
these verses, I remark, that it is to salvation in the highest sens6 of 
the word to which the apostle alludes ; but Jehovah has said (Isa. 
xliii. 11), "I, even I, am the Lord, and besides me there is no 
Saviour:" it therefore follows, unavoidably, that the names "Christ" 
and " God," which are interchanged in the above passages and in 
many others, are common designations of the one Saviour. Or if 
we even admit that the title "God our Saviour" refers to the Father, 
still as Christ is also called our Saviour in the same sense, the same 
condusidb must follow, that he is One God with the Father^ since it 
is the universal doctrine of the Bible, that there is but ONS Sarioor 
in the sense spoken of in these passages. 
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^ III. I SHAIX NOW ADYANCE A THIRD CI4A8S OF PRpOFS; NAMEtY, 
OF INSTANCES IN WHICH DECLARATIONS AND ASCRIPTIONS PECU. 
UARLY REFERRING TO DEITY IN ONE PART Of SCRIPTURE^ ARE REFERRED 

TO Christ in another. 

In IsA. oh. vi. we have an accoant of the Prophet receiving his 
commission from a being who is described as " theLord/^ the ''Lord 
of hosts/' sitting upon the throne of supreme and universal empire^ 
before whom the angels worshipped, and whose glory is described as 
filling the whole earth ; or who, in one word, is the true God. Bat 
according to the testimony of John, ch. xii. 41, it was Christ in his 
pre-existent Deity whom the Prophet saw ; for the Apostle having 
just quoted from the 9th and 10th verses of thfs chapter of Isaiah the 
commission which the Prophet received^ immediately adds, in refer, 
ence to the vision which accompanied the delivery of this commis- 
sion : " These things, said Esaias, when he saw his glory (i. e. Christ's 
glory), and spake of him." 

In IsA. xliii. 11, Jehovah is represented as saying: ''I, even I, am 
the Lord, and beside Me there is no Saviour." — But in 2 Pet. iii. 18, 
these titles, which are described as the exclusive attributes of Deity, 
are given to Christ : " Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of odr 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

In IsA. xlv. 22, 23, Jehovah is represented as saying : " Look 
unto me and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth ; for I am God, 
and there is none else. I have sworn by myself; the word is gone 
out of my mouth in righteousness, and shall not return ; that unto 
me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.'' But the Apos- 
tle Paul, in Rom. xiv. 10, 1 1, expressly quotes these words with a 
direct application to Christ : ^' For we shall all stand before the judg- 
ment^seat of Christ. For it is written. As I live, saith the Lord, 
every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God." 

InlsA. viii. 13, 14, 15, Jehovah is thus described: ''Sanctify 
Jehovah of hosts himself; and let him be your fear, and let him be 
your dread : and he shall be for a sanctuary ; but for a stone of stum- 
bling, and for a rock of offence, to both the houses of Israel ; for a gin 
and. for a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many among 
them shall stumble, and fall, and be broken, and be snared, and be 
taken." — But this description is, in 1 Pet. ii. 7, 8, referred to Christ: 
" Unto you therefore which believe he is precious ; but unto them 
which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the 
same is inade thef head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and 
a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being 
disobedient." 

In IsA. xl. 3, it is prophesied, that John the Baptist should be 
** the voice of one crying in the wilderness. Prepare ye the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God," — But in 
Luke iii. 4, this prophecy is said to be fulfilled by John's appearing 
to prepare the way of Christ; as it is written in the book of Esaias 
the prophet, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness. 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'* 



In IsA. Ht. X^, the following^ addreag ig made by tbe prophet to 
the Church : ** For thy Maker is thy husband, the Lord of hosts is 
his name ; and thy Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel." — But in the 
New Testament, the person spoken of in this passage, as the Lord of 
hosts and the Holy One of Israel, is said to be Christ ; as in John 
iii. 29. " He that hath the bride is the bridegroom ;" and in 2 Cor. 
xi. 2. " For I have espoused you to one husband, that I may present 
you a chaste virgin to Christ ; and RoM. vii. 4. " Wherefore, my 
brethren, ye also are become dead to the law, by ihe body of Christ, 
that ye should Be married to another, even to him who is raised from 
the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.'' 

In Psalm Ixviii. 18, 19, the Psalmist, addressing God, who is 
mentioned in the 16th verse, says, " Thou hast ascended on high, 
thou hast led captivity captive : thou hast received gifts for men ; 
yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell among 
them. Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us with benefits, even 
the God of our salvation."— But, in Eph. iv. 7, 8, this is interpreted 
as referring to Christ : " But unto every one of us . is given grace 
according to the measure of the gift of Christ. Wherefore he saith. 
When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts unto men." 

In Neh. ix. 6, Jehovah is thus addressed in his character e^ 
Creator: ''Thou, even thou, art Lord alone: thou hast made heaven, 
the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth and all things 
that are therein, the seas and all that is therein ; and thou preservest 
them all." — But in Col. i. 15, 16, this passage is virtually quoted 
and applied to Christ : " Who is the image of the invisible God, the 
first-born of every creature : for by him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers ; all things 
were created by him, and for him ; and he is before all things, and 
by him all things consist." 

In Deut. XXX. 20, it is said of the Lord God, " He is thy life.**— 
But in John xi. 25, Christ assumes to himself this designation, '' I 
am the resurrection and the life;" and in Col. iii. 4, the Apostle 
makes a similar declaration, " When Christ, who is our life, shall 
appear,'* &c. 

In Matth. iv. 10, the following doctrine is laid down by Christ 
as a guide for all created beings: "Thoushalt worship the Lord thy 
God, and him only shalt thou serve." — But in Heb. i. 6, we find this 
command issued by God the Father in reference to the Son : " Let 
all the angels of God worship him.'* 

In Zech. xii. 10, Jehovah is represented as saying in prophecy, 
" They shall look upon me whom they have pierced;" and in John 
xix. 37, this passage is said to have been fulfilled in Christ, '* And 
again ano^ther Scripture saith. They shall look on him whom they 
pierced ;" also in Rev, i. 7, " Behold he cometh with clouds, and 
every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him." 

In Psalm Ixxviii. 66, it is said of the Israelites, that " they 
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tempted and provoked the Mddt Hig^h God ;" antf in 1 Cor. x. 9, 
the Apostle says to Christians^ '' Neither let us tempt Christ, as some 
of them also tempted ;'* by which reference he not merely represents 
Christ as sustaining towards the Christian Church, the very same 
relationship which the Most High God sustained towards the Jeif ish 
Church (namely, of being the object of direct offence by sin, a rela. 
tipnship which none but God can sustain); but he also explicitly ^ 
asserts Christ to have been the Most High God, whom the Israelites 
tempted. 

In PsALMf Ixxxiii. 18, Jehovah is said to be the exclusive title of 
the Most High God : " That men may know that thou, whose name 
alone is Jehovah, art the Most High over all the earth.*' — But in Jer. 
xxiii. 6, this title is given to Christ, " And this is his Qame whereby 
he shall be called, Jehovah our Righteousness.'* 

In Acts xxii. we have a narrative of the conversion of Paul, in 
which Ananias is represented as telling Saul that he was chosen by 
^' the God of their fathers :** verses 14 and 15, " The God of our 
fathers had chosen thee, that thou shouldest know his will, and see 
that Just One, and shouldest hear the voice of his mouth ; for thou 
shsdt be his witness unto all men of what thou hast seen and heard." 
Now, it is evident that by " the God of our fathers " and " the Just 
One," in this passage, we are to understand the Lord Jesus Christ, 
because it was he whose voice Paul heard (Acts ix. 4), and whose 
witness it was his of&ce as an apostle to be. But this is placed be. 
yond all question by the fact, that there is another narrative, in Acts 
ix. 15—17, Of the very same interview with Ananias, which merely 
differs from this by interpreting the *' God of their fathers" to be 
Jesus : "Butthe Lord said unto him> Go thy way : for he is a chosen 
vessel unto me, to bear my name before the Gentiles, aiid kings, and 
the children of Israel ; for I will show him how great things he must 
suffer for my name's sake. Aod Ananias went his way, and entered 
into the house ; and putting his hands on him, said. Brother Saul, the 
Lord {even Jems, that appeared uriio thee in the way that thou 
earnest) hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be 
filled with the Holy Ghost." 

In RoM. viii. 33, the sinner's justification is described as the work 
of God : "It is God that justifieth."— But in Psalm liii. 11, it is 
ascribed to Christ: "By his knowledge {Le, by giving a saving 
knowledge of himself) shall my righteous servant justify many." 

, In 1 Tbess. v. 23, saiictification is represented as the work of 
God : " And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly." But in 
Heb. xiii. 12, it is represented as the work of Christ : " Wherefore 
Jesus also^ that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate." 

In Epres. iii. 2, 3, Paul attributes the reception of his apostolic 
instructions to the revelation of God : " If ye have heard of the dis- 
pensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward ; how 
that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery." — But in 
Gal. i. 12, he attributes his knowledge of the Gospel to the revela- 
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tion of Christ eKlu&Wely : '' l^or I neither received it of man, neither 
was I taaght it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ" 

The efficient source of the miracles by which the Apostles' 
preaching was attested, is referred indifferently to Christ and God, 
as in Mark xvi. 20 : "They went forth, and preached everywhere, 
the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs 
following." — Compared with Heb. ii. 3, 4 : " How shall we escape^ if 
we neglect such great salvation, which at the first began to be spoken 
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him ; 
God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with 
divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own 
wUl." 

In Jbb. xvii. 6 and 7, it is said by Jehovah, '' Cursed be the man 
that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart de- 
parteth from the Lord. *** Blessed is the man who trusteth in the 
Lord, whose hope the Lord is." —But this blessedness is associated 
with trusting in Christ, in the declaration of the Psalmist, Psalqc 
ii. 12, '' Blessed are all they that put their trust in him ;" and in the 
experience and anticipations of the Apostle Paul, " I know in whom 
I have trusted (for so the word means), and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have committed unto him against that 
day." a Tiai. i. 12. 

In FsjAM xxxvL "6, Jehovah is thus addressed : "O Lord ! thou 
preservest man and *beast ;" and in Col. i. 17, the same work of 
providence is ascribed to Christ : '* For by him all things consist." 

Christ is Jehovah, the Shepherd of the Jewish Church; and, also, 
the ont^ common Shepherd of the extended and united Church of 
Jews and Gentiles; for we read in John x. 16, these remarkable 
words : " Other sheep I hayb which are not of this fold : them 
also I MUST BRING, and they shall hear my voice ; and there shall 
be ONE FOLD, and one Shepherd ;" and the rank of this Shepherd 
is determined by the Psalmist, in Psalm xxiii. " Jehovah is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want : he maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures; he leadeth me beside the still waters." — This argument 
will also appear more striking by a reference to John x. 14, where 
he calls himself the " good Shepherd;" to Heb. xiii. 20, where he 
is styled the "great Shepherd. of the sheep;" to Peter v. 4, 
where he is styled the " chief Shepherd ;" and to Rev. vii. 17, where 
the care and kindness of Jehovah the Shepherd is distinctly referred 
to Christ: "The Lamb, which is in the midst of the throne, shall 
feed them, and shall lead them nnto living fountains of waters; and 
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes." 

The Church also stand in the very same relationship to Christ 
and Jehovah, as sheep ; for we read in Psalm Ixxiv. 1, " O God, 
why hast thou cast us off for ever ? why doth thine anger smoke 
against the^heep of thy pasture ?" and Christ says, in John x. 27, 
" My sheep hear my voice ;" and in John xxi. 17, " Feed my sheep." 

In 1 Kings viii. 39, Solomon thus addresses Jehovah: "For thou, 
even thou, only knowest the hearts of all the children of men.'^-rBut, 
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In John vi. 64, a knowledge equivalent to this is ascribed to Christ : 
•* For Jesus knew, from the beginning, who they were that believed 
not, and who should betray him ;'' and in Acts i. 24, the Apostles 
iiddressed Christ, thus : " Thou, Lord, which knowest the hearts of 
all men;" and in Matt. xii. 25, we read, ''Jesus knew their 
thoughts;'' and also in Lukb vi. 8; and again in John vi. 61, it is 
said, "That Jesus knew in himself {u e, not by communication, that 
his disciples murmured) ;. and in John ii. 24, it is still more empha. 
tically asserted, that he did not obtain his knowledge by communi- 
cation or derivation of any kind : *^ But Jesus did not commit himself 
unto them, because he knew all men, and needednot that any should 
testify of man : for he knew what was in man." 

The forgiveness of sins is'ascribsd indifferently to Christ and God ; 
as in EpH. iv. 32, "Be kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving 
one another, even as God for Christ's sakf. hath forgiven you ;:^' and 
in Col. iii. 13, the exercise of the same divine prerogative is ascribed 
to Christ in terms which are evidently a paraphrase of the above: 
"Forbearing one another^ and forgiving one another,, if any man have 
ft quarrel against any : evea as Christ forgave you> so also do ye." 

In Mal. iii. 6; immutability is represented as an attribute of 
Jehovah: "I am the Lord, I change not." — But in Heb. i, 12, the 
same attribute is ascribed to Christ : " But thou art the same;" and 
in Heb. xiii. 8 : " Jesus Christ the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever." 

In Rev. xx. 12, the dead are described as standing before God 
for judgment: "And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God ; and the books were opened, and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to]their works." — 
But in 2 Cor. v. 10; he who is called God in Revelation; is called 
Christ : " ForVe must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christj 
that every one' may receive the things done in his body^ according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.'^' 

There are also several other passages in which- the judgment of 
the world is referred to Jehovah, which^ when taken in contrast with 
others in which Christ is spoken of in the same direct and emphatic 
terms as the Judge, must necessarily prove his true and proper Deity. 
This argument will appear evident from a comparison of the two 
following classes of texts ; viz^ 

Text8 d€8cribing ChrUtas Judge. 

Wheo the Son of Man shall come 
in his glory, and all the holj angcli 
with him, then shall he sit upon the 
throne of his gloiy: and before him 
shall be gathered all nations. — Matt« 
XXV. 31, 32. 

For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout,^ with the 
voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God ; and the dead vcl C^toX. 



Texts detcribina God or Jehxtvah as 
Judge. 

^ But Jehovah shall endure, for ever : 
lie hath prepared his throne for judge- 
ment; and he shall judge the world 
in righteousness. — PsALM^ix. 7, 8. 

Our God shall call to the heavens 
from above, and to the earth, that he 
may judge his people. Gather my 
•aintt together unto me ; those that 
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bave made a eovraont with me by 
sacrifice. And the heavens shall de- 
elare his righteousness: for God is 
judge himself. — Psalm I. 4—6. 



^For God will bring erery work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whe- 
ther it be good, or whether it be evil. 
— EccL. xii. 14. 

And I saw the dead, small and great, 
stand before God ; * * and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to 
their works. — Rev. xx. 12. 



•hall rise flnt : thea we wliiofa' art 
alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air ; and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord. — 1 Thbss* 
iv, 16, 17. 

Judge nothing before the time, un- 
til the Lord come, who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of 
darkness, and will make manifest the 
counsels of the hearts. — 1 Coa. iv. 5. 

We must all appear before th^ 
judgment-seat of Ciirist, that «veiy 
one may receive the things done i^ 
his bod^, according to that he hath 
done, whether it.be good or bad. — 
2 Cob. v. 10.. 

The inference from the comparison of these passages in support 
of the true Deity of Christ, receives, if possible, additional strength 
from the consideration that "the Father judgeth no man, but bath 
committed all judgment unto the Son.*' John v. 22. It is therefore 
evident, that the Jehovah or God who is described as Judge, is not 
to be understood of the Father, but of the Son; who, because he has 
assumed human nature and become the Son of man, possesses, in 
addition to the necessary qualifications with which he is endowed as 
God^ the advantages of visibility, which neither the Father nor the 
Son possess in reference to their essential Godhead. And we may 
legitimately infer from the mere fact of Christ's being exhibited as the 
destined Judge of all men, that he must in some sense possess th^ 
l^nowledge, the power, the authority, and judicial prerogatives ojf 
true Deity, in order to justify his being represented as sustaining so 
high and arduous an office. 

Christ occupies the very same position in relation to the Chris- 
tian Church, which Jehovah occupied in relation to the Jewish Church, 
For example : The Jewish Church assembled in the name of Jehovah 
(ExoD. XX. ^4): the Christian Church assemble in the name of 
Christ tMATT. xviii. 20). The Passover is called the Lord's pass! 
over (ExoD. xii. 11); which Christ abolished (Eph. ii. 15), and sub- 
stituted a supper of communion in remembrance of himself (Luke 
xxii. 19). The Sabbath, the day of rest to the Jewish Church, is 
called the Sabbath of the Lord their God (Exod. xx. 10): which 
Christ, through his Apostles, abolished (Col. ii. 16), and instituted 
in its stead the first day of the week, which is called the Lord's Day 
(BjBv. i. 10). Mosea and the Prophets, the ininisters of the Jewish 
Church, performed their miracles through the power of Jehovah 
(Ps. lxxviii.*43): the Apostles, the ministers of the Christian Church, 
performed Ih^ir iniracles in the name and by the power of Christ 
(Mabb; xvi. 20. J\cTS Ui. 6; ljc. 34). And the Jewish Church are descri-* 
bed as those whom the Lord God had chos^ to be a peculiar peop}<$ 
unto himself {Deut. xiv. 2); and the Christian Church are described 
ks those ibr whom Christ gave himsdf, that he noight purify unto 
himself it peculiar people (Trr. ii. 14). Prom these examples, it niust 
Mlom thftt Chri9t is the Jehovah of th^ Old Te9ti»n9(^?it;^we cpdld 
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adt suppose that an inferior and created minister of God would have 
thus placed himself in the exact relative position of that God who 
sent him. And this argument receives additional force ->if possible 
— when we consider that the introduction of Christianity was, in one 
sense, a breaking down of the middle wall of partition between Jews 
and Gentiles ; so that he who is now the God of Jews and Gentiles 
in the Christian Church, is the one being who was in a special sense, 
the God of the Jews only. Rom. iii. 29. 

I would here remark, that there are two methods of argument by 
which we may arrive at the conclusion in support of the Deity of 
Christ, from the comparison of passages in which Jehovah or God is 
spoken of, with others in which either the same passages are referred 
to Christ; or in which divine attributes which the former speak of, 
are in the same sense ascribed to him. 1st, This comparison either 
identifies Christ with the Jehovah or God who is spoken of in the 
one passage, and thus directly proves his Deity ; — or, 2dly, If we 
admit that, in the passages in which the name of Jehovah or God 
occurs, the person of the Father is meant; then the parallel texts 
which speak of Christ in the same sense, ascribing to him the same 
divine characteristics and attributes with the Father, prove him to 
be the one God with the Father, and so indirectly, but as validly^ 
demonstrate his true Deity. Thus, for instance, itis said, in Psalm 
Ixxxiii. 18, that the Israelites tempted the Most High God in the 
desert ; but, in 1 Cor. x. 9, Paul asserts, in reference to the same 
circumstance, that it was Christ whom they tempted. Now, I can 
arrive at a valid conclusion, substantiating the true Deity of Christ, 
from a comparison of these passages; by either at once inferring, 
that Christ, in his pre-existent Deity, was the Most High God, whom 
the Israelites tempted ; or, admitting the Most High God to be 
meant by the Psalmist of the Father, I have an instance of Christ*s 
being associated with the Father as the one object against whom the 
Israelites sinned ; and therefore I necessarily infer, that Christ was 
the Most High God with the Father. 

rV. I SHALL NOW ADVANCE ANOTHER CLASS OF PROOFS ; NAMELY, 
INSTANCE^ OF ChRIST*S ASSUMING OR APPLYING TO HIMSELF DECLARA- 

TioNS OF Scripture, or attributes elsewhere referring to 
Jehovah or God. 

In ExoD. XX. 24, God is represented as making this promise to 
the Jewish Church : " In all places where I record my name, I will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee." — But Christ, in the New Tes- 
tament, represents himself as sustaining the very same relationship 
to the Christian Church, by recording two precisely similar promises; 
in Matt, xviii. 20 : "For where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of them ;" and in Matt, xxviii. 
?0 : " Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.'*— ^ 
Upon this comparison, I remark ; 1st, It must obviously require the 
divine faculty of being omnipresent, in order to enable a person who 
made these promises to nilfil them; and, 2dly, if Christ were a creature 
infinitely inferior to the true God, a promise of his perpetual presence 
would hftve been of no value. A promise of the prMensi&^xid'^tiA^^- 
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tion of God, delivered autborltatively by Jesus his Messenger, would 
have been alone serviceable, and could alone have prevented the 
Je\¥i8h Church from possessing an in6nitely higher advantage than 
the Christian^ by enjoying the presence and protection of Jehovah 
himself. 

In Matt. v. 2\, and throughout his entire sermon, Christ con- 
trasts his own instructions with the commandments of Jehovah to 
the Jews, so as to assume to himself the very same legislative prero- 
gatives and authority : " Ye have heard that it was said to them of 
old time" (for so it is in the Greek); " but I say unto you." — What 
creature could presume to improve upon the language of a command, 
ment of Jehovah P 

In IsA. xl. 10, we read, ''Behold, the Lord God will come with 
strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him : behold, his reward is 
with him, and his work before him." — But in Rev. xxii. 12, Christ 
applies the very same language to himself, and assumes to himself 
the same divine prerogative of rewarding : " And behold, I come 
quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as 
his work shall be." 

In 1 Cor. vi. 14, it is said, "God hath both raised up the Lord."— f- 
But in John ii. 19, Christ asserts, in reference to his resurrection : 
** Destroy this temple, and I mil raise it up in three days." — Upon 
which comparison I remark, that Christ must have been possessed of 
a divine nature, distinct from his human body, which divine nature 
raised up that body ; and which was so connected with it at the time 
be made this declaration, as to justify his speaking in the first person 
singular — " I will raise it up :" and that this was true, is evident 
from his calling his body a temple, on seeing the temple of Jerusa. 
lem. That temple was the house of Jehovah ; and his body is so 
styled, because ''in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily." 

In I Cor. vi. 14, it is also said, " God will raise up us by his 
own power."— But in John vi. 39, 40, 44, 54, Christ says, four times, 
in reference to his people, " I will raise him up at the last day :" 
therefore, Christ is either that God who will raise the dead, or he is 
one with the Father in the exercise of that divine prerogative and 
pov^er. 

In IsA. xliv. 6, we read, "Thus saith the Lord, the King of 
Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts ; I am the first, and I 
am the last ; and beside me there is no god." — But in Rev. i. 17 ; 
ii. 8 ; xxii. 13, Christ assumes this title to himself by saying, "lam 
the first and the last ;" upon which I remark, 1st, If we understand 
this title as designating eternal existence, then it is evident that 
Christ must be the one true and everlasting God with Jehovah, as no 
two perfectly distinct beings could say of themselves with truth, " I 
am the first and the last ;" or, 2dly, If we understand the words as 
denoting the first cause and final object of all things, it equally 
proves his true Deity. 

Christ promises to give to bis disciples that wisdom which the 
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Apostle directs them to pray to God for. Luke xxi. 15, ''Fori 
WILL GIVE you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries 
shall not be able to gainsay nor resist." — Compared with James i. 6, 
"If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
liberally/' &c. 

In Psalm vii. 9, it is said, " The righteous God trieth the hearts 
and reins ;'' and in Jer. xvii. 10, "I Jehovah search the heart; I try 
the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and accord- 
ing to the fruit of his doings.'' — But in Rev. ii. 23, Christ not only 
assumes to himself these two divine prerogatives of searching the 
reins and the heart, and of exercising retributive justice — but ex- 
pressly identifies himself with Jehovah, who speaks in this passage, by 
quoting it in direct application to himself: "And all the Churches 
shall know that / am he which searcheth the reins and hearts; and 
I will give unto every one of you according to your works." — Here, 
I simply ask. Can any one have the hardihood to maintain, or even 
to insinuate, that Christ might have made an unjustifiable quotation, 
and incorrect application to himself, of the words of the Prophet? , 

From the language which Christ adopts in his addresses to ike 
seven churches in Asia, in Rev. ii. and iii. we infer his possession 
of the attributes and prerogatives of Deity. He does not use that 
style of address which a created being, acting as the inferior i^ent 
of God, would naturally employ, and always did employ, by saying, 
" Thus saith Jehovah." — But he says, " I know thy works," &c. ; "I 
have somewhat against thee :" " To him that overcomeih, will I give 
to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of 
God ;" ** Repent, or else I will come unto thee quickly ;" " He that 
overcometh, and keepth my words unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the. nations ;" '* I will not blot his name out of the book 
of life;" "He that openeth, and no man (or "no one") shutteth, he 
that shutteth, and no one openeth ;" " Thou hast kepi my word, and 
hast not denied my name ;" ** I will keep thee from the hour of temp- 
tation, which shall come upon all the world ;" " Him that overcometh, 
will I make a pillar in the temple of my God ;" " As many as I love, 
I rebuke and chasten ;" "To him that overcometh, will /grant to sit 
with me on my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne." — Upon these passages it is obvious 
to remark, that the assumption of independent and underived know- 
ledge — of authority to dispense the blessedness and the dignities of 
heaven — of power to exercis6 retributive justice — of the possession 
of irresistible dominion over the condition of men— and of preserving, 
correcting, punishing, and rewarding the members of his churches, 
which they contain, — is totally unaccountable upon any principle, 
but that which admits and recognises him as the one God with the 
Father. And, as the threats denounced against the Asiatic churches 
have been fulfilled by rendering the ordinary arrangements of pro- 
vidence the instruments of their accomplishment, it is evident, that 
Christ has, in these passages, represented himself as the God of 
providence, who can alone order all things for the accomplishment 
of his purposes.. 
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In Mjett. xxiii. 37, Christ assumes the lati^age, atid places hiih. 
self in the position of the God of Israel : " O Jerusalem, J^rusailem, 
,thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto 
thee, how often uiouldlhu^ve gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!" 
—How easy is it here to apply the principle by which the identity 
of Peter was ascertained, " Thy speech bewrayeth thee !" (Matt. 
xxvi. 73) ; for this is precisely an appropriation to himself, on the 
part of Christ, of the office of president and protector of the Jewish 
people which Jehovah sustained, as is manifest from comparing it 
with the similar descriptions of Jehovah in the Old Testament; as in 
Deut. xxxii. 11. "As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fluttereth over 
her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, beareth them 
on her wings ; so the Lord alone did lead him, and there was no 
strange god with him.'' — And in Psalbi xci. 4. *' He shall cov#r thee 
with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust" — And in 
Jer. xxix. 19. " Because they have not hearkened unto my words, 
saith the Lord, which I sent unto them by my servants the prophets, 
rising up early, and sending ; but ye would not hear, saith the Lord.'' 
4-^ And in Psalm Ixxxi. 11 — 14. " But mj peop]e would not hear- 
ken to my voice ; and Israel would none of me. So I gave them up 
unto their own hearts' lust ; and they walked in their own counsels. 
Oh that my people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had walked 
in my ways 1 I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned 
my hand against their adversaries." 

V. I SHALL NOW ADVANCE PROOFS OP. THAT PART OP MY SECOND 
PROPOSITION WHICH ASSERTS, THAT ChRIST POSSESSES, AS TO HIS 
DIVINE NATURE, THE SAME ETERNITY, KNOWLEDGE, POWER, AUTHO- 
RITY, PREROGATIVES, AND GODHEAD, WITH THE FATHER, AND IS ONE 

WITH HIM IN ALL ATTRIBUTES. And this I shall do by advancing 
passages in which divine attributes and prerogatives aro referred in 
common to Christ and the Father. [I should, however, premise^ 
that in some of the passages which I shall advance, it might be 
questioned whether it be the person of thei Father who is exclusively 
referred tp, and not the Divine Being in a general sense ; but it is evi- 
dent thati according to the principles of those who differ from us, I 
have a right to assume, though I would not admit, that wherever the 
word God occurs in Scripture, the person of the Father is meant} 

The Apostle Paul, at the commencement of most of his Epistles* 
associates the Lord Jesus Christ with the Father, as the person to 
whom he prays for a dispensation of the highest spiritual blessings ; 
as, for instance, in Rom. i. 7, ^' Grace to you, and peace from God 
our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ."— In other places he 
represents Christ, without mentioning the Father, as the dispenser of 
the same blessings: as in 1 Cor. xvi. 23, ''The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ be with you;" and 2 Tim. i. 16, "The Lord give mercy 
unto the house of Onesiphorus ;" and ver. 18, " The Lord grant unto 
him that he may find mercy of the Lord in that day." 

In 1 Tress, iii. II — Id, he also associates Christ with the Father 
as the object of prayer, and as having the same power with him io 
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cwtrol the affc^irs of providence : ^< Now God himself and oar Fa^ 
ther, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you ;" and then 
he continues his petition to Christ, under the title Lord, for spirituid 
hiessings : " And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love 
one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you; 
to the end he may establish your hearts unblameable ih holiness 
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with all his saints/'— There is arsimilar prayer ih 2 Thess. ii. 16, 17, 
in which Christj in order of address, is placed before the Father : 
" Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God even our Father, 
which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation, and 
good hope through grace, comfort your hearts, and stablish you in 
every good word and work." 

The Lord Jesus Christ and the Father are represented in Scrip- 
ture di^ equally entitled to the worship of all created beings; as is 
proved by the fact, that doxologies, of precisely similar form, and 
containing the same ascriptions, are offered to both ; as in 2 Pet, iiL 
18 : ** Grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ : to whom be glory both now and for ever. Amen.*'-r 
Compared with that in 1 Pet. v. 11, offered up to the God of all 
grace, whom we assume to be the Father : '* To him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever.'' 

la Heb. i. 1, God the Father is represented as the person who 
spake by the prophets : "God, who at sundry times, and in divers 
manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, hath in 
these last days spoken unto us by his Son." — But in 1 Pet. i. 10, 11, 
it is asserted that Christ, in his pre.existent Deity, was the author of 
the inspiration of the prophets : " Of which salvation the prophets have 
inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that 
should come unto you ; searching what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified be- 
forehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow ;" 
*hd also in 1 Pet. iii. 19, Christ is represented as having inspired 
Noah, the preacher of righteousness to the antedeluvian world : " For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sin, the just for the unjust, that he 
might bring us to God ; being put to death in the flesh, but'quickened 
by the Spirit : by which also he went and preached unto the spirits 
in prison," &c. 

Christ, as Lord, is one with the Father, as proprietor of the tem- 
ple at Jerusalem ; for we read, in Jobn ii. 16, " Make not my Father's 
housS an house of merchandise ;" and in MaL. iii. 1, we read of 
Christ, "The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his 
temple.'* 

Christ 18 associated with the Father, as the person to whom be- 
lievers are solemnly dedicated at baptism, as in Matt. xxviiL 19, 
'^ Baptizing them fn the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost." 

It is said, in 1 John ii. 22 — 24, that it is of equal importance 
that the Christian should have faith, and continue in the faith of 
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both the Son and the Father : '' He is antichrist that denieth the 
Father and the Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath 
not the Father. * * Ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the 
Father." Also, in 1 John i. 3, Christians are represented as having^ 
fellowship equally with both persons : *' And truly our fellowship is 
with the Father, and with his Son Jesas Christ." 

VI. I SHALL NOW ADVANCE PASSAGES IN WHICH ChRIST ASCRIBES 
TO HIMSELF DIVINE ATTRIBUTES AND PREROGATIVES IN COMMON WITH 

THE Father (whose Deity I assume), or elsewhere ascribed 
TO the Father. 

In Matt. xi. 27, Christ says, " All things are delivered unto me 
of my Father;" and it is an obvious principle, that the receiver must 
have a capacity of receiving coextensive with the nature of the 
things received. 

In the same verse he declares, that his nature is equally inscru- 
table and incomprehensible as the Father's : " And no man knoweth 
the Son, but the Father ; neither knoweth any man the Father^ save 
the Son ; and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal him.'' 

In John, chap. v. there are several declarations made by the 
Saviour, asserting his perfect oneness in attributes and prerogatives 
with the Father, interspersed, according to Scripture, with declara- 
tions which refer to his mediatorial office and subordination ; as, for 
instance. 

In verse 17, he says, "My Father worketh hitherto, and I 
•work ;" which implies, as is evident from the context, " My Father 
has been engaged upon the Sabbath-day, and every day alike, up to 
the present moment, in sustaining the office of providence, and I 
have been doing the same ;^' or, " I work miracles upon the Sabbath, 
day by the very same right by which my Father works upon the 
Sabbath-day." 

In verse 18, we find the Jews understanding him as representing 
himself equal to the Father : " Therefore the Jews sought the more 
to kill him, because he not only had broken the Sabbath, but said 
that God was his Father, making himself equal to God ;'' or, rather, 
" said that God was in such a peculiar sense his Father, as to re- 
present himself to be equal to God." — It is not, however, from the 
view in which the Jews understood him that I argue, but from Christ's 
pmceeding in the sequel to sanction and confirm their view. 

/In verse 19 : " Then answered Jesus, and said unto them, Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, the Son can do nothing of himself, but what 
lie seeth the Father do ;" that is, " The Son and the Father are so 
closely and intimately one in power and operation, that the Son can 
do nothing of himself (or distinct from the Father), but what he seeth 
the Father do ;" as is evident from the most remarkable words which 
follow, as the reason of this declaration, and which would be blas- 
phemy in the mouth of a created and finite being : " For what things 
soever he doeth, these (or rather " the same") also doeth the Son 
likewise" (or, "in the same manner.") 
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In verse 2\, " As the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth 
them, even so the Son quickeneth whom he will,'* 

In verse 22, "For the Father judgelh no man, but hath com- 
mitted all judgment unto the Son.'' — The receiving such a commis- 
sion implies, necessarily, his antecedent possession of every divine 
quality to enable him to perform the work : and I would also remark, 
that as the Father judgeth no man, consequently, in arguing for the 
Deity of the Father and the Son, from the divine works performed 
by them^ we have more evidence for the Deity of the Son than we 
have for the Deity of the Father; for though it is true that *' what, 
soever things the Father doeth,^ the same doeth the Son likewise," 
yet the proposition cannot be converted so as to say, "Whatsoever 
things the Son doeth, the same doeth the Father likewise." 

Verse 23, "That all men should honour the Son even as they 
honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not 
the Father, 'which hath sent him." 

In John x. 27 — 38, he asserts the possession of the same power 
with the Father to protect his people against all their spiritual ad. 
versaries : " My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me ; and I give unto them eternal life ; and they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater than all ; and none is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hand. I and my Father are one." — By the 
latter declaration, in which he sums up into one comprehensive as- 
sertion the substance of the two preceding verses for the consolation 
and security of his people, he evidently must mean, one in power 
and superiority to all their enemies, and in affection towards his 
people. It was in this sense that the Jews understood him ; for they 
immediately took up stones to stone him, as a blasphemer ; upon 
which Christ proceeds with his discourse, from verse 32 to 38, which 
consists of two parts : 1st, a justification of his words, from the 32d 
to the 36th verses; and 2dly, an explanation of their meaning, in 
verses 37 and 38 : *' If I dd not the works of my Father, believe me 
not ; but if I do, though you believe not me, believe the works, that 
ye may know and believe that the Father is in me, and I in him." 
Now it is evident that this latter declaration is even stronger than 
the former (" I and my Father are one"); for it denotes not a mere 
simple unity of connexion, but a unity of reciprocity and of mutual 
indwelling ; and it had the very same effect upon the Jews, of lead- 
ing them to regard him as a blasphemer, upon which he took no 
further trouble to do away their impressions, but worked a miracle 
to release himself from their malignity : " Therefore, they sought 
again to take him ; but he escaped out of their hands," — evidently 
leaving them, as we must argue, upon every principle of duty and 
piety, in possession of the correct meaning of his two declarations 
in the SO(h and 38th verses. 

In John x. 15, he asserts his possession of a knowledge of the 
Father, equal to the knowledge' which the Father has of him : " As 
the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father " Ho>« ^tUkJ^ws^^ 
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wt may say that God knows every creature to perfeetion^ yet we 
may truly address every created being in the uniyerse in the lan- 
guage of Zophar : " Canst thou by searching find out God ? canst 
thou find out the Almighty unto perfection ?'' Surely a created and 
finite intelligence^ which knows his Creator even as the scrutinizing 
omniscience of his Creator knows him^ is an anomaly which neither 
can nor does exist ! 

In John xiv. 9, 10, he asserts his oneness with the Father to be 
so complete and perfect^ that he who hath seen him hath seen the 
Father : " Philip saith unto him. Lord, show us the Father, and it 
sufficeth us. Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with 
you> and yet hast thou not known me, Philip P He that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Father ; and how sayest thou then. Show us the 
Father. Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father 
in me ?'* And then he proceeds still further to give evidence of th^ 
perfect oneness that subsists between them ; a oneness so perfect and 
so close, as to admit of no distinctness or independence oj power, an- 
ikority, or operation whatsoever, on the part of the Son, in his divine 
nature, from the Father : "The words that I speak unto you, I speak 
not of myself (that is, as a separate being from the Father, as Philip 
supposed); but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the 
works." 

On comparing John xiv. 14 with xvi. 23, we find that Christ and 
the Father are equally employed in answering the prayers of the 
Church. The former passage is, " If ye shall ask any thing in my 
name, I will do it ;" and the latter, " Whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give it you.'* And I would here remark, 
that the same Apostle — John — who has recorded these two declara- 
tions, enlarges upon the foruier, in his first Epistle, v. 14, 15, in a 
manner which show6 that he recognised the correctness of directing 
our petitions to the Son of God, as well as to the Father: "And this 
is the confidence that we have in him (the Son of God), that if we 
ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us ; and if we know 
that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the peti- 
tions that we desired of him.'* 

In John xiv. 23, Christ asserts his possessioa of the same faculty 
of being universally and permanently present with his people, as the 
Father possessed ; and represents the promise of his presence as 
equally valuable to his people, as that of his Father : " If a man love 
me, he will keep my words ; and my Father will love him, and we 
will come unto him, and make our abode with him.** — We may also 
remark, upon this passage, that it connects the promise of God*8 
presence with the love of Christ, and not of the Father ; so that, if 
Christ is not one God with the Father, we have here an instance of 
God surrendering his glory and prerogatives to a creature ! 

In John xvi. 15, we read this declaration of the Saviour : "All 
things that the Father hath, are mine ;** and, in John xvii. 10^ a 
•imilar one : *' And all mine are thine, and thine are mine,*^ — Here 
%x% two explicit assertions of a c(»»mon proprietorship witb the Fa« 
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tfaer, in al^fbat belongs to the Father^ firom ose ''who did not win, 
peitber was any gaile found in lus moutb/' 

In John xvii. 5, he represents himself as having eqjoyed glory 
with the Father's own sel/heror^ the world was : "And nogwr, O Fa- 
ther ! glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I 
had with thee before the world was/' — And in this pf ayer, which he 
offers up during the season in which that glory was suspended, be 
plainly represents his glory, both retrospectively and prospectively, 
to be the oiie and the same glory with the Father's. 

He represents himself as being one with the Father, in the im- 
portant work of setting himself apart to his mediatorial office ; as in 
John x. 36 : " Say ye of him whom the Father hath sanctified and 
sent into tbe world;'' compared with John xvii. 1^: "And for this 
purpose / sancii/y myself, that they also might be sanctified by the 
truth." 

He represents himself as possessing an independent and personal 
power, not only to lay down his life, but to resume it again ; as in 
John x. 18: "I have power to lay down my life, and I have power 
to take it again ;" and yet it is asserted, in Rom. vi. 4, that Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father. The power, 
therefore, which was displayed in this instance, must have been a 
power mutually possessed, and mutually exerted ; or, in other words, 
tbe Father and the Son were one in the possession of that exceeding 
great and mighty power, which the apostle says was displayed in the 
resurrection of Christ from the dead. 

He declares himself to be one with the Father in the exercise of 
the divine prerogative of rewarding, as is evident from a comparison 
of Matt. vi. 4, " Thy Father, which seeth in secret, himself shall re- 
ward thee openly," — with Matt. xvi. 27, "For the Son of man shall 
come in the glory of his Father, with his angels; and then he shall 
reward every man according to his works ;" and also, on referring 
to Rom. ii. 6, we find that this is the province of " God, who will 
reward every one according to his works." 

He represents himself as possessing the same ability with the 
Father to work the miracles which he performed ; as his question to 
the blind men, in which there is not the slightest reference to a 
superior or more efficient power, clearly implies : " Believe ye that 
I am able to do this?" Matt. ix. 28; — and as his exact recognition 
of the ascription of an ability which could be exerted at will, con- 
tained in his reply to the leper's supplication, in Matt. viii. 2, also 
shows : " Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean ;'' — upon 
which Jesus said, / will, be thou clean*' — language as precisely indi- 
cative of his possession of an irresistible power, independent of all 
distinct or higher controul, as the statement in Gen. i. 3. " God said. 
Let there be ligfht, and there was light." Elsewhere, however, he 
says, "The Father which dwelleth in me, he doeth the works'* 
(John xiv. 10) > thereby implying, that though his ability to perform 
his miracles was uncontrolled by any superior power, yet it was equal 
to, or rather one and the same power with the Fathet'%. 
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Christ was one with the Father, in sending the Holy Ghost to 
the Apostles, as is evident from John xvi. 7 : " If I go not away, 
the Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart, J will send 
him unto you;" compared with John xiv. 2G, "The Comforter, 
which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name,'' &c. 

Christ assumes to himself the same prerogative of rebuking and 
chastening with the Father, as is manifest from his declaration in 
Rev. iii. 19: "As many as I love, / rebuke and chasten;'' com- 
pared with Heb. xii. 6, 7 : " For whom the Lord loveth he chasten, 
eth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chas- 
tening, God dealeth with you as with sons ; for what son is he whom 
the Father chasteneth not P'' 

In Rev. xxi. 6, 7, Christ distinctly assumes to himself the title of 
God, and the prerogatives of Deity : " And he said unto me. It is 
done. I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. I will 
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life 
freely. He that overcometh shall inherit all things ; and I will be 
his God, and he shall be my son.'' 

These passages which I have now advanced, constitute a portion 
of the scriptural material, upon the ground of which I argue for the 
true Deity of Christ. From this induction of scripture testimony, I 
derive this conclusion : That the Lord Jesus Christ, who appeared 
in the flesh in order to become a mediator between God and man, 
possessed a nature distinct from that humanity in which he taber- 
nacled — that, in reference to his superior nature, he is described as 
bearing the titles, possessing the characteristics, performing the 
works, exercising -the prerogatives, and receiving the honours of 
Deity — that he represents himself, and is represented by others, as 
being one with the Father in the possession of all the essential attri- 
butes which are ascribed to the Father. I therefore conclude, that 
in his superior nature, Christ is true God, possessing the same eter« 
nity, power, authority, and Godhead, with the Father^ and one with 
him in all attributes. 
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SECOND DAY. 



Mr. BAGOT. — It falls to my lot, in consequence of the arrange- 
ments which have been adopted, to commence the discussion on this 
day. You are aware, that, according to the printed regulations, no 
reply to the arguments of the first speaker could have been permitted 
on yesterday ; but each was engaged to give a statement of the posi- 
tive sentiments which he entertained, in reference to the subject of 
discussion, and to illustrate that statement by positive and affirma- 
tive proofs. I feel obliged to Mr. Porter for the plan he has already 
pursued ; for he has saved me a vast degree of trouble. We may be 
compared to two architects, who were employed to build a temple ; 
and I trust that on yesterday I adhered closely to this object. I 
endeavoured to lay Jesus Christ as the foundation-stone ; I called to 
my assistance the Apostles and Prophets as fellow-workers in rearing 
the superstructure ; and I completed my work, by exhibiting Christ 
Jesus as the topslone. But what did Mr. Porter do? — 1st, He 
occupied one hour at least in clearing away the obstructions to my 
building, by detailing the origin of this discussion, and the progress 
of our correspondence, of which it was quite sufficient to know the 
result, as stated in the printed prospectus of the rules.— 2dly, He 
erected a very small edifice for himself, which, however, he immedi- 
ately overthrew. — And, 3dly, He came over to me, and for the 
remainder of his time assisted me in building my house. I had ex- 
pected that he would have advanced affirmative proofs for the strong 
affirmative doctrines which he has embodied in his two propositions. 
I had expected him to have advanced positive arguments in support 
of his first proposition, that the Father only is the only true God; 
and of his second proposition, that the Lorcl Jesus Christ is (even in 
bis highest capacity) a created being : but for neither of these tenets 
did he advance any thing like satisfactory proof. I must advert, 
however, to the remarks which he did unequivocally advance. He 
occupied our time with censure» upon the Scriptures, both in the 
translation and in the original. He described the translation in ordi- 
nary use as being incrusted with numerous imperfections and defects. 
I ask in reply, if he really believes this description to be correct, how 
does he maintain his own consistency as a minister of religion, in 
standing up in this place of worship, Sabbath after Sabbath, to read 
to his congregation a translation of the Bible which he represents 
as so erroneous and defective ? He is not fettered by any ecclesias- 
tical canons or regulations, which would restrict him to the exclusive 
use of King James's translation ; and he may adopt what is termed 
the " Improved Version of the New Testament,'* which might per- 
haps come nearer to his ideas of perfection as a translation, than the 
ordinary version. But the character which Mr. Porter has given of 
the common translation is, I hesitate not to say, unjustifiable and 
unwarranted. I argue not for the infallibility or inspiration of the 
translators, or for the perfect integrity of the work thcY Vv^n^ y^^^- 
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dQced. I admit that there are defects in that work ; bat they are 
not connected with any point of doctrine, or rule of practice, bo as 
to impair the distinctness of the olie, or to Want the moral cogency of 
the other. Butjust as the astronomer discerns spots on the sun, which 
do not prevent the inhabitants of our world from receiving all that illu- 
mination and guidance which his brightness is calculated to afford ; 
80, although the critical studait of the Bible may discern some defects 
in its translation, yet still the commonly received version is sufficiently 
accurate to answer that important object for which a revelation has 
been impart«d— to be ** a guide to our feet, and a lantern to our 
paths.'' And if a new translation were faithfully executed, I have no 
hesitation to assert, that it would be far more favourable to the iU" 
culcotion of the Deity of Christ than the present. 

But Mr. Porter next alluded to the original text of Scripture ; 
which he described — I hope I commit no mistake in quoting his 
words — as " mutilated, interpolated, and otherwise grossly cotropted; 
and so as to render many passages, especially those connected with 
this discussion, unworthy of notice." I beg to say to him, in the 
presence of this assembly, that, if he entertains such an opinion in 
reference to Scripture, he should, in consistency, become either on 
Infidel or aRotnan Catholic :— an Infidel, in order, on the one hand, 
to free himself from the perplexity of building his faith upon such a 
satidy fbundation ; or a Roman Catholic, on the other hand, in ordet 
that his creed may rest upon a basis which is apparently solid to the 
mind of every sincere member of that communion ; namely, the au- 
thority and infallibility of the Church of Rome. But, let me ask, 
what dei^cription of faith must that man have; who considers his 
only rule of faith to be be ''mutilated, interpolated, and otherwise 
grossly corrupted ?'* The natural tendency of preaching up sutrh a 
statement as this, would be to promote universal religious scepticism. 
But is Mr. Porter, and are this auditory, aware of the laborious re- 
search which Dr. Kennicoit tinderwent, in order to ascertain the 
integrity of the Original Scriptures P He spent about thirty years 
in reviewing, collating, and comparing the different manuscripts of 
the Bible, to which he could have access. And when this long 
period had brought his work to a close, he strongly lamented that he 
had spent his labour in vain ; ashe had fouiid no important devia- 
tions from the received text. But though Dr. Kennicott may 
have imagined that his labour wd:s in vain, yet this meeting will, on 
the slightest reflection, perceive that he arrived at the most desirable 
and important conclusion, and one which demonstrated incontro- 
vertibly the general and mintite integrity of the original text 6f 
Scripture. 

I shall now allude to the comiaentary pronounced by Mr* Porter 
upon some of the t6fxt« connected with the discussion. He' firtft 
adverted to Acts xx. 28 : '^ Take heed, therefore, unto yourselves, 
and to all the flock over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 
overseers, to feed the chmreh of God, whieh he bath purchased with 
his own blood." Mr. Porter argued, upon Griesbach's authority, 
that the woid ecou, in the original of this passage, is spiirioQS. For 
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my present object I neither argue for nor against the genuineness 
of Beou; but I would just remark, that this reading is well supported, 
and that the Vatican M.S., one of the very highest authority, which 
Griesbach never saw, gives countenance to th|s reading. I make 
him, however, a present of this text, but shall £rst make some use of 
it before I part with it. I do not require it as a proof for my doc- 
trine, nor did I quote it in my enumeration of arguments yesterday • 
I ask Mr. Porter, then, why is he so anxious to prove that ©sou, in 
this passage, is not genuine P Is not this desire to remove this word 
from the text necessarily based upon a tacit, and, of course, uncon- 
scious admission, that if &€ov were in the passage, it would supply 
me and my cause with a valid argument for the Deity of Christ ? 
On no other principle can Mr. Porter be exonerated from the charge 
of introducing totally irrelevant matter into this discussion. If, then, 
he admits — which he must, upon every principle of consistency and 
straight-forward reasoning — that ©gou, if in this text, would prove the 
Deity of Christ, I hope his mind is prepared to admit the force of 
the application of the very same title to the Saviour in passages, 
about the genuineness and authenticity of which, there is neither 
question nor insinuation ; such as John i. 1 ; Rom. ix. 5 ; Titus 
ii. 13; 1 John v, 20, &c. to which I yesterday referred. 

Mr* Porter next adverted to I Tim. iii, 15, 16 : " But if I tarry 
long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in 
the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of the truth. And, without controversy, great is the 
mystery of godliness ; God. was manifest in the flesh," &c. — Now, in 
quoting this passage yesterday, I showed you that it was of no con- 
sequence whether we read Bihg Ipavggw^jj, or 6g g^avsgw^ ; as in the 
latter case we must naturally understand 6g to be a relative pronoun, 
having for its antecedent the noun substantive 0gou, in the^sentence, 
*' which is the church of the living God ;" and we must read the 
intervening sentence as a parenthesis: thus, *' But if I tarry long, that 
thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the house of 
God,*- which is the church of the living God, (the pillar and ground 
of truth, and without controversy great is the mystery of godliness,) 
who was manifest in the flesh,'' &c. Mr. Porter has suggested an- 
other translation of this passage : thus, *' He who was manifest in the 
flesh was justified in the Spirit," &c. ; by which rendering he tran- 
slates 6g as an adjective ; but I simply reply to this, that it is con- 
trary to every rule and principle of Greek syntax to translate 6g in 
this manner, unless where we cannot possibly find an antecedent in 
.the preceding context, which is not the case in this, passage. But 
these remarks are based upon the supposition of rejecting &ehg from 
the text, which I would not for a moment assent to — because I have 
evidence internal and external to support the received reading. 
1st, I ask any man of plain sense, what becomes of " the mystery,*' 
if the word " God" be taken away ? If you extract the one, you 
necessarily remove the other ; for in what could the " mystery," of 
which the Apostle speaks, refer to but to this, that Gojd was manifest 
in the flesh P — 2dly, Mr. Porter hds said much about the purity of 
Griesbagh's text; but, with respect to this passage, how did 
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Auihorities for hg. 

MANUSCRIPTS. 



a 



Augian and Boeroeriaii (F and G 

single authority), possiHjf, 
Two small ktter manuscripts (17 and 

73), ctrtamljf* 



GRifesBACft act f He ittsertcd Bthi In his first edition ; but in his 
Second edition he acted in opposition to e?en his own authority 
(which we are required to follow), in addition to every other eyi- 
dence, by the omission of Gsi^, and the insertion of 6;. Whether he 
Acted correctly or not may be easily ascertained from a comparison 
of the following suolmary of authorities for the two readings, viz. — 

Authorities for 0co(. 

MANUSCBIPTfl. 

Augian and Boernerian (F and Of a 

single sutbority), jwobaWjf. 
The Alexandrine and Ephrem (A and 

C), aliM8t certainly. 
All collated small letter manuscripts 

of every elass (except 17 and 78), 

certaiidy, 

TER8XON8. 

Arabic Polyg. and M.S. Slavonic, 
certainly, 

FATBsas. 

Ignatius, A.D. 100. Clemens Alex- 

and. A.D* 194, and others, proftaft^. 
Dionysius Alex. A.D. 264, (if genuine, 

as is probable), fretty clearly, 
Athanasius, A.D. 3^, (if genuine, as 

is probable), certainly. 
Cyril Alex. A.D. 412, in parte, proba^ 

hly, 

Basil^ A.D. 370, jproAo^Zy* 

Gregory Nyssen, A.D. 370, clearly. ^ 



YEkSlOMS. 



Non^. 



FATHERS. 

Cyril Alexand. A. D. 412, in parte, pro- 

bahly, 
Epiphanins, A.D. 390, probablyi 
Theodore Mopsuest A.D. 400, clearly. 
Also some persons in the sixth century, 
^ as appears from a story told by 

Liberatus and Hinckmarus. 



Chrysostom, 

Theodoret, 

Euthalius, 

Damasdenus, 

Epiphanius, 

Photius, 

(Ecumenius, 



. • • • 



• • • • 



• * 



••••.. 



A.D. 
A.D. 
A.D. 
A.D. 
A.D. 
A.D. 
A.D. 



386, 
423, 
462, 
730, 
787, 
858, 
900, 



7"heophylact, •. A.D. 1077, 



do. 
do. 
do* 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 



Froin a comparison, or rather a contrast of these authorities, you 
will easily pefceiire which is the correct reading ; whilst, at the same 
time, it is of irery little consequence whether these disputed passages 
be kept out of sight or not in this controversy, as I have ample sup- 
p\j of other texts, whose genuineness and authenticity cannot be 
questioned. 

I must now advert to a strange, and to me a surprising admission^ 
which Mr. Porter yesterday made, in reference to his religious 
views. The admission was expressed in these words : " My views of 
the person of Christ are accompanied in Scripture with some difficulty 
and perplexing circumstances to my own mind, which lead me t0 look 
upon those who differ from me unA charity and candour,*' What a 
noble sacrifice at the shrine of truth ! And in what, let me ask Mn 
Porter, do thes^ difficulties and perplexities consist P Is it not ia 
this, that he is not able to resist the strong scriptural assertions ef 
the Deity of Christ, which the Scriptures contain? For my par^ I 



can fiee no perptexities in the views which I hold in reflerenee to the 
personal glory of Christ. I cmn reconcile and connect all the state- 
ments of revelation, in consistency with the opinions I hold, as satis* 
factorily as a weak and finite intellect can ; and I am confident of 
this, that the Ajpostle Paul never made such an admission as this of 
Mr. Porter's. His language was, " I know in whom I have believed ;^* 
and if Mr. Porter would surrender his present views, and become a 
sincere believer in the true Deity of the Saviour, then, under the 
teaching of the Spirit, all these difficulties and perplexities under 
which he is now labouring would vanish and disappear 

Mr. Porter next asserted, that the Evangelists, Matthew, MarK) 
and Luke, never once assert the Deity of Christ; wad that John is 
supposed to have done so only once, or perhaps twice. Now, let me 
suppose, for a moment, that this is correct ; in order to show by a 
simple illustration, how unserviceable such a fact would be to his 
argument. Appose I had occasion to call on Mr. Porter at his own 
house ; and, on having gone there, found that he was not in his par^ 
lour, or his drawing-room, or in his office ; would I be justified in 
leaving the house under the impression that he was not there, Ivhilst 
he was at the very time occupied in his study ? Surely not. Now, 
vulgfur and simple as this illustration may appear, it serves to detect 
the fallacy of the remark which I wish to expose. The Bible is one 
cos^pact stru(Huffe of divine truth, reared by a wN^/d* architect — 4he 
Spirit of God. It consists of different departments; namely, of the 
various books of which it is composed. Now, suppose I did not fin€ 
the doctrine of the Saviour's Deity in Matthew, Mark, Luke, or 
John ; or, in fact, in any one of these departments, except, for in* 
stance, the book of the Revelation; would I be justified in rejects, 
ing that doctrine P Surely not. If I find this doctrine clearly reveijed 
only in one book of Scripture, and even in one isolated passage 
of that book, I should consider myself bound to give it iipplicit 
assent, just as much as if it constituted the pervading and |*eit6rated 
topic of revelation. ~ And let me further ask : If I did not find 
this doctrine in the evangelical history, does Mr. Porter mean that I 
should employ a kind of sponge, for the purpose of obliterating those 
statements of it which the Epistles contain P Surely not, if I regard 
the Bible as one compact volume, written by a single author, namely, 
Ihe Spirit of God. jPurther : Suppose the Evangelists did not once 
allude to the doctrine of the Deity of Christ, could I not have ac- 
counted for this omission— I argue upon the superadded supposition, 
ibat this dqcti!ine is contained in other parts of Scriptur^^upon 

flinciples wbich should have satisfied eur finite judgments P The 
ivaogelists professed to record the history of the days of the flesh 
Wfkd humiliation of the Son of man : might they not, then, without com- 
promising their faithfulness as biographers, have adhered inflexibly to 
the sulject they proposed ; whilst the Holy Spirit^ under whose gui- 
4uice thisy wrote, reserved the revdatioa of the Saviour's Deity for 
some subsequent portion of his workp How would Mr. P^ter re- 
idle Ihe infidel, who should argue that the Bible leaches atheism, 
.b^cftuseihe name of Deity does not once occur in the book of Esther? 
And will he have the goodness to iaform me, what predse amount of 
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evidence will satisfy bis judfs^ment in support of tbe true Deity of 
Christ ? In the mean time, I bold it as an axiom, that we sboald be 
satisfied with that qoantnm of evidence which the Holy Spirit is 
pleased to impart. Tbe Saddocees, who considered their written rule 
of faith to be comprised within the limits of the five books of Moses, 
were still under an obligation to believe in the doctrine of the resur- 
rection, although there might have been no other evidence for it than 
what the language of God to Moses — '* T am the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac, and of Jacob*' — conveyed; in which that doctrine 
is only taught infer entially, and in which the argument that supports 
it rests upon the use of the verb ''am;" which bears a reference to 
the present, in contrast to the patt tense ; suggesting the argument 
that, as God is not the God of the dead but of the living, so, although 
the bodies of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, had long since been con- 
signed to their original dust, yet as to their souls, they must have 
been alive in a state of glory at the time when God said, in the lan- 
guage of encouragement to Moses, " I am their God." Here, then, 
is one instance of our being under obligation to believe a most impor- 
tant doctrine, although taught only by inference. Alas ! alas I this 
feeling of dissatisfaction at the amount of evidence which it has 
pleased the Holy Spirit to give in support of the Deity of Christ, too 
much resembles the spirit of those who, when the Saviour hung upon 
the cross, surrounded by every symptom of dereliction and dismay, ex- 
claimed, " If thou be the Son of drod, come down from the cross, and 
%e will believe thee." — But I now deny the position, (hat the Evange- 
lists, Matthew, Mark, and Luke, did not plainly assert the doctrine 
of the Deity of Christ ; and this I am warranted to do, after the amount 
of evidence from their writings which I yesterday advanced. 

I shall now proceed to make some remarks upon the passages of 
Scripture to which Mr. Porter referred yesterday. I have already 
said, that when he threw down his own building by the strange ad- 
mission to which I have already alluded, he came over to my side 
and kindly commenced to build my house, beforej had commenced 
to do so myself. And this he did, by quoting a number of passages 
which, as I shall show, are positive and affirmative pjoofs of the doc- 
trines which I hold ; for they prove my first proposition — I refer you 
to the printed rules — directly and immediately, and they establish my 
second proposition indirectly and mediately. This position I shall 
illustrate by an examination of the texts which he advanced ; viz. 

He first referred to Deut. vi. 4, "Hear, O Israel! thef Lord, our 
God, is one Lord ;" or " Jehovah, our Elohim, is one Jehovah."— This 
passage clearly proves my first proposition,which asserts, "There is one 
God Jehovah, who is God only, to the entire exclusion of the alleged 
Deity of every creature.'*^ So that I feel indebted to Mr. Porter for 
proving my side of the question for me. But, this text indirectly 
supports my second proposition ; for the words "our God," or "our 
Elohim," are in the plural number, which, I argue, is an indication of 
some sort of plurality being included in tbe nature of Deity. And if 
my doctrine, that "Christ is one God with the Father" is correct, 
then this peculiar phraseology is at once accounted for. 
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He next referred to Iba. xxxvii. 16 and 20 ;«--Ter8efl which at 
once prove the doctrine of the unity of Jehovah : which constitutes 
ray first proposition. But they also demonstrate indirectly my 
second proposition, relative to the true Deity of Christ; and this will 
be evident^ when I show that the same divine titles and works, which 
in this passage are ascribed to Jehovah, are elsewhere ascribed to 
Christ ; which I do by the following comparison ; viz* 



Similar attributes ascribed to Christ, 

By him were all things created that 
are in heaven, and tiiat are in earth. 
—Col. i. 16. 

Thomas answered and said unto 
him. My Lord and my God.-«JoHif 
XX. 28. 

.1 also will Iceep thee from the^hour 
of temptation, which shall come upon- 
all the world, to try them that dwell 
upon the earth. — Rev. iii. 10. 

The next passage which Mr. Porter referred to was ZfiCH. xiv. 9, 
which also proves my first proposition directly, and my second indi- 
rectly ; which will also be evident from the following comparison : ' 



IsAUH xxxvii. 16, 20. 

O Lord of hosts, God of Israel, that 
dwellest between the cherubim; thou 
art the God, efen thou alone, of all 
the kingdoms of the earth : thou hast 
made heaven and earth. • * • Now, 
therefore, O ;Lord our God, save us 
from his hand, tiiat all the kingdoms 
of the earth may know that thou art 
the Lord, even thou only. 



Zbch. xiv. 9. 

And the Lord shall be king' over all 
the earth : * in that day shall there be 
one Lord, and his name one. 



Similar attributes ascribed to Christ. 

All power is given unto me in heavffiii 
and in earth. — Matt, xxviii. 18. ' 

And from Jesus Christy who is * * 
the Prince of the ^ kings of the earth.— 
Rev. 1. 5. 

♦ • And one Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom are all things, and we by him. 
— I Cob* viii. 6. 

And as Mr. Porter has laid some stress upon the latter clause of 
that passage, " his name shall be one," I beg to remind him, that, if 
he understands these words in a strictly literal sense, they contain as 
valid an objection against the Deity of the Father as of the Son. 

He next referred to Neh. ix, 6, which also proves my first pro- 
position directly, and my second indirectly ; as will be evident from 
the following comparison ; viz. 



Neh. h. 6. 

Thou, even thou, art Lord alone: 
thou hast made heaven, the heaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth 
•and all things that are therein, and 
thou preservest them all ; and all the 
host of heaven worshippetb thee. 



Similar declarationi m r^erenee to Christ, 

For by him were all things created 
that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him. And he 
is before all things, and by him all 
things consist. — Col. i. 16, 17. 

Upholding all things by the w6rd 
of his power.<<->HBB. i. 3. 

Let all the angels of God worship 
him.<!-HxB. i. 6. 
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Hd neatl wlvert€d to Mark xiL 29, wbidi algo proves my first and 
■eeood fMropositions in the same manner ; as will also appear from 
the fdlowing comparison : 



Mark xU. 29. 

The first of all the oonuiuuidiiient9 
is. Hear O Israel ! tlje Jjoti. our Gfpd 
is one Lord (k6^/o( slg). 
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A iimilflr itel^rationnMie tii reference toChritt, 

Bat to us there is but one God, the 
iFather, of wbom are all things, and 
we in him and one Lord (e7; K5p/0() 
Jesus Christ, bj whom are all things^ 
and we by him. — I Cor. viii. 6. 



He next adverted to 6a¥«. ill, 20, " Now a mediator is not a media- 
tOiT pf one; but God is one.'^ I merely allude to his quotation of thi^ 
passage, in prdeir to remark what a proof it affords of the superficial 
manner in which he must be in the habit of reading the Scriptures; 
for who that understood the spirit of the Apostle's reasoning in the 
oontext of this passage, would think of producing it as a proof of the 
simple unity of the divine nature ? I shall merely paraphrase this 
text, which will at once show how irrelevant it is to the subject of our 
disoossiofi; '^Now the very idea of mediation necessarily implies 
Ibe existence of more parties than one ; but in the Christian scheme 
of mediation, the Divine Being is one of the parties concerned.'^ 

i shall now direct my attention to those proofs which Mr. Porter 
advanced in support of the Deity of the Father exclusively • I must 
irequest you, however, to remark attentively, that he is bound by the 
terms oi his first proposition, not merely to prove that the Father is 
tbe only true God, but that the Father only is the only true God. I 
i:epeat this remark as being of the first importance to our subject: he 
]« bound not merely to prove the exclusive Deity of the Father, but 
the exclusive Deity of tne Father exclusively. And it will appear 
evident, after an inspection of the arguments he has advanced, that 
be has completely failed in making out his case as stated in his first 
proposition. 

He first referred to Matt, xxiii. 9, " Call no man your Father 
upon earth ; for one is your Father which is in heaven." — I reply, 
that the Father personally is not exclusively referred to here : the 
words ," your Father,** evidently mean your Creator ; for any one who 
has read the Scriptures with ordinary attention must be aware that the 
title of Father is frequently given to the Divine Being in the sense 
of Creator, as in Mal. ii. 10, " Have we not all one Father ? hath 
not one God created us P" — And, in this sense, I maintain that Christ 
is included in the designation of '* Father** in this passage ; for he 
is tbe Creator and Preservef of all things (Col. i. 16, 17): and, at 
the time when he pronounced these words^ he was in heaven as to 
Ills divine nature, though in bis human nature be was on the earth ; for 
be says, in 1 John iii. 13, ** No man hath ascended up to heaven, 
but he Aat came down from beayen, even the Son of man, which is 
i^ heoven. 

The next passage to which be referred, as a proof of the exclusive 
J^eiiy of the Father, was Mait. i. 29, " Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing, and one of 4hem cannot fall to the ground without 



your Father."— But here^ also, the term Father is evidently used in 
the sense of preserver, as a designation of the Divine Being* Mf^ 
Porter, in the course of his remarks upon this text, challenged me 
to produce a similar declaration, in reference to the Son : I readily 
accept the challenge, and shall refer him to a far stronger, and more 
emphatic delaration of the providential superintendence of Christ ; 
in which he is described as preservings 'not merely two sparrows, 
but all created things ; for *' he upholds all things by the word of 
bis power,'^ Heb. i. 3. 

The next passage to which Mr. Porter referred was Luke x. 21 : 
" I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes," — ^This text distinctly proves the Deity of the Father ; 
for it ascribes to him the title of " Lord of heaven and earth," — 
represents him as the object of worship, and as the author of revela- 
tion. But in Gal. i. 12, the same divine work is ascribed to the 
Son : '' For I neither received it (i, e, the gospel) of man, neither was 
I taught it but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.'' — So that, as the 
same divine work, which in Luke x. 21 is ascribed to the Father, is 
in Gal. i. 12 ascribed to the Son, I infer that Father and Son are 
one God. 

T 



The next quotation was from 1 CoR. viii. 4 — 6 : " As concerning, 
therefore, the eating of those things which are offered in sacrifice 
unto idols, we know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that 
there is none other God but one : for though there be that are called 
ffods, whether in heaven or in earth (as there be gOds many, and 
lords many) ; but to us there is but bne God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ by whom 
are all things, and we by him."-^pon this passage, I beg to make 
the following remarks : 

(L) The God of the Christian is here placed in direct and ex- 
pressed contrast, not to a plurality of persons in his own nature, but 
to a plurality of false gods, whom the heathen worshipped. 

(2.) The " one God," in ver. 6, is not placed in opposition to the 
Godship of Christy who is elsewhere frequently styled God (as in. 
Rom. ix. 5), any more than the expression "one Lord" is placed in 
opposition to the Lordship of the Father, who is elsewhere frequently 
styled Lord (as in Mark xii. 29). The Father and the Son are 
*' one God," as the Son and the Father are " one Lord ^^ or else 
there are two Lords and two Gods, 

(3.) It is asserted of both the " one God,'* and the "one Lord," 
in this passage, that they are equally the Creator and Preserver of 
«dl things : of the former it is said, "of whom are all things, and we 
in him;" and, of the latter, "by whom are all things, and we by 
him." 

(4) As the Apostle speaks of the oljects of idolatrous wor^ 
ship, under the general designation of " those that are called gods," 
and ^then subdivides them into two species, of " gods many, and 
lords many ;" it is evident that the " lords many" are, equally with 
the " gods many," included in the more general designation of 



those that are "called gods.'* Bat there is a perfect parallelisiii 
between the fifth and sixth verses, from which I infer that the " one 
Lord Jesus Christ'* is, equally with the "one God the Father," 
included in the more general declaration at the commencement of 
the 6th verse : " But to us there is but one God." 

(5.) The last remark is based upon the supposition that the "one 
God the Father" refers to the Father personally (or the first person 
of the Trinity) ; but I am rather disposed to think, that the word 
" Father" is used in this passage in a more extended sense, as a 
general designation of the Divine Being, in the sense of Creator and 
Preserver of all things. And this I argue, from the explanation of 
the term which is immediately added, " the Father, of whom are all 
things.^* In this view, therefore, of the passage, the " one God, the 
Father, of whom are all things," includes Christ in his divine nature, 
by whom all things were created, and by whom all things consist ; 
and the " one Lord Jesus Christ," in that case, involves a reference 
to him in another capacity, as Mediator, and Head over all things 
to his church. 

(6.) Those who deny the Deity of Christ, and argue for the 
Deity of the Father only, are bound to account for the Apostle's con^ 
trasting the Lord Jesus Christ with the/a/s« Deities of the Heathen ; 
for why do so, unless he possessed true Deity ? On their principles, 
the person contrasted with the gods many and lords many of the 
Heathen, should have been the Father only; for why mention an- 
other person, if the Father only possessed true Deity P 

(7.) This passage is valuable to my cause, as giving a meaning 
to the term k6^/o;, so frequently applied to Christ. The Apostle 
undoubtedly uses Kv^ioi (in ver. 5) as a classification or species of 
Qihi in the preceding part of the verse. Kv^iog (in English, Lord) 
implies dominion or authority, and is given to Christ about a thousand 
times in the New Testament. Throughout the Septuagint it is used 

as the translation of the Hebrew word nyn^ (Jehovah.) K6g/o/ 

T f 

exactly corresponds with the Baalim of the Phoenicians. It is a 
word, however, which admit» of great latitude in its application ; 
but in this passage, as well as in others, we have plain evidence of 
its being applied to Christ in the highest sense, not merely from the 
reasons before stated, but also from the declaration, " by whom are 
all things," being connected with it; for this phrase is used in Rom. 
xi. 36, and in Heb. ii. 10, to designate God as the originating causes 
of all things, as is evident from a reference to the original of the 
three passages, in all of which the same preposition, dta, occurs. . 

The next passage to which Mr. Porter alluded was 1 Tim. ii. 6 : 
" There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the 
man Christ Jesus." — Upon this text I remark, that the former clause 
proves my first proposition ; and the latter clause proves that part of 
my second proposition, which asserts that Christ is Mediator: but 
it has no reference to " his highest capacity, nature, or condition ;" 
for it contains internal evidence of its referring to him in reference 
to his official person. But why should Mr. Porter have quoted this 
text, unless he acknowledges himself to be a Humanitarian P for it 
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8aya nothing of Christ as an angelic or superangelic being, bnt simply 
speaks of him as ^' the man Christ Jesus.'' 

Mr. Porter then referred to Mark xiii. 32 ; " But of Ihat day 
and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in 
heaven ; neither the Son, but the Father.'' — I shall, however, decline 
replying to his argument from this text, until he shall answer a ques« 
lion which I shall propose to him ; for I wish to imitate the plan 
which our Saviour adopted, in order to meet the captious questions 
W^ich were proposed to him in the days of his flesh. The question 
I propose to him is this. How does he reconcile with the omniscience 
of the Father the declaration, in reference to Christ, contained in 
Rev. xix. 12 : *' He had a name written that no man (or, in the 
Greek, no one, oxthh) knew, but he himself?" Here, it is expressly 
asserted, that no one knew the name which Christ bore, but Christ 
himself. Now, I should be glad to know how Mr. Porter will recon^ 
die this strong declaration with the omniscience of the Father. I 
leave the question with him, in order to obtain from him a solution 
of the difficulty it presents ; and as 80<hi as he shall give it, I shall 
then reconcile the declaration contained in Mark xiii. 32, with the 
omniscience of the Son. 

I find that my time is nearly expired. I call upon Mr. Porter, 
then, to state distinctly and explicitly to this meeting, what are his 

r)sitive and affirmatwe views in reference to the person of Christ ; 
call upon him to state, whether he considers him to be a mere 
man> or an angelic or superangelic being, manifested in a human 
form ; I call upon him to state to what precise grade and classifica* 
tion of created beings he considers him to belong ; and I call upon 
4iim to give his direct and positive arguments for what he has asserted 
in his second proposition, that Christ, in his highest capacity, nature, 
or condition, is a created being* I again call upon Mr. Porter to 
produce the text or texts in which he considers that Christ is, in 
reference to his highest capacity, nature, or condition, designated a 
creature* 



Mr. PORTER.— Mr. Bagot has spoken of the support which I 
have lent to the first of his propositions ; which is^ that " There is oru 
God, Jehovah, who is God only, to the entire ea:clusion of the alleged 
godhead of every creature*' I now beg leave to ask him — as, by the 
regulations of tnis discussion, I am authorized to do— what he under., 
stands by the " One God, Jehovah, who is God only 9** Does he 
mean " God the Father.^'' or does he mean, " God, the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost T* 

Msi, BAGOT.r— I mean to express by the term Jehovah, as used 
in my first proposition, precisely the Jehovah who is revealed to us 
in the Bible. 

Mr. porter.— My friends, you will be able, from the anfewer 
I have just received to a plain and simple question put to Mr. 
Bagot,*— a question which, as a scholar, and a clergyman, he ought 
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to be able to answer without doabt^ hesitation, or difficulty,— a 
question, however, to which he gave no answer at all ; for he ex- 
piattied nothing — he defined nothing ; but left the subject exactly 
as it stood before the question was put; — you will be able, I 
say, to judge from the answer which he gave to a plain question, 
whether the charge which I yesterday advanced against him, of 
shrinking from the defence of the Trinity, be correct or not. I say, 
that in that answer, he shrunk again from the avowal of his principles 
as a Trinitarian ; and, like the persons of whom the poet speaks, 
** he paltered with us in a double sense.'^ 

He kept the word of promise to the ear. 
But broke it to our hope ! 

For my own part, I should be ashamed of myself, and of the - 
situation which I occupy in the church of Christ, and I should blush 
for those persons who have put me into the station which I hold, if 
I were capable of giving an answer such as that given in reply to 
my question concerning the person of the Deity who is the object 
of my worship. You will be able to judge, from the specimen now 
presented, whether it is Mr. Bagot or myself that speaks openly, 
plainly, directly, and intelligibly ! You will be able to judge which 
of us advocates those principles which dread not investigation. You 
will be able to judge which of us advocates a cause that is plain and 
intelligible-^a cause such that the more it is examined, the more 
clearly its beauty and its excdlence are seen ; and the more its evi- 
dences are weighed, the more convincing, palpable, and satisfactory, 
they appear. 

I shall now take notice of some remarks which Mr. Bagot has 
made upon my address of yesterday; and I must express my regret that, 
as a foundation for those remarks, he has adduced expressions, and 
attributed them to me, which I never used — which I absolutely dis- 
claim — which, in the presence of upwards of two hundred witnesses, 
I absolutely disavow. He attributed to me expressions which, had 
I really uttered them, would have proved me to be equally destitute 
of integrity and discretion, both as a minister and as a man. He 
attributed to me the expression, that the original Scriptures are 
mutilated, interpolated^ and grossly corrupted. I never made use of 
any such expression 1 I said that the copy of the original from 
which King James'' version was made, was mutilated, interpolated, 
and grossly corrupted. I say this again, and can prove it : but to 
say, that the original Scriptures are so, is a thing of which I never 
dreamed ; and the reason is, that I consider the original from which 
King James' version was executed, so far as it was mutilated and 
interpolated, is not Scripture, but a gross imposture foisted in upon 
us in the place of Scripture* 

, But it well becomes Mr. Bagot to stand up for the perfect in- 
tegrity of the text from which King James' translation was made. 
He knows how to turn its defects to good account. He did not 
think it beneath him to bring forward, in support of the statement 
of his doctrine, a text to which every word that I uttered is appli- 
cable ;— I mean 1 John v. 7. Let Mr. Bagot, after this, talk about 
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the mutilation, interpolation^ and corniption of the Scriptures, as he 
pleases ; but depend upon it, the less he says upon the subject, the 
better for himself. 

You will remember the exclamation of Mr. Bagot, when he asked, 
"What sort of faith must that man have, who describes the original 
of the Scriptures, as mutilated,. interpolated, and grossly corrupted!'^ 
I can only say, — if the question refers to me, — mine is not the faith, 
which would induce me to attribute to another, expressions which 
were never used \ Mine is not (he faith,, which woujid induce me to 
quote, as an authori;ty, a gross interpolation of Sacred Scripture! v 
Mine is not the faith, which depends on secrecy and silence, when a 
declaration is required respecting an important doctrine ! 

I might now proceed to analyse those quibbling arguments, and 
petty sophisms, to which Mr. Bagot has had recourse, in order to obvi- 
ate the plain meaning of those strong texts which I yesterday advanced. 
I put it to you> as persons of intelHgence and education, — a»may be 
presumed from the station in life which you appear to occupy ;-^I 
put it to you, as persons whose presence here shows thai you are in 
some degree concerned for the progress of religious truth ;<— I put it 
to you, as persons who frequent those places in which the word of 
God is dispensed, and who are in the habit of reading those works 
in which statements in support of peculiar doctrines are brought for. 
ward :— I put it to you bM, if you ever heard of a specimen of 60})his- 
try so perfect, as that just afforded by Mr. Bagot's comment- on 
I CoR. viii. 6. I never, in all my life,witnessed such paring dotimoi 
Scripture ; or sueh quibbling, in order to get rid of the plain mean- 
ing of a plain text 

To follow. Mr. Bagot in all his quotations and explanations, 
would occupy a considerable portion of that time, which, in justice 
to my cause, I feel bound to employ in setting forth the direct testi- 
mony in its favour. I will not, then, be led away by Mr. Bagot. I 
will not follow him in all the wanderings of his tortuous labyrinth. 
I will go on in the path of Scripture ; — that plain road, in which the 
wayfaring man, though a fool, cannot err. 

Mr. Bagot has paid me some compliments, for the pains I have ta- 
ken in proving for him his first proposition. I accept them willingly. 
I feel that I have deserved them. I did take some pains to prove his 
first proposition. And why P Just because his Brst proposition is 
also mine I Just because it is plain and simple Unitarianism ! — I 
shdl now proceed to strengthen it by other proofs ; and I shall first 
adduce some— 

TEXTS OF SCRIPTURE, DIRECTLY PROVING THE UNITY OF OOD, TO 
THE EXPRESS EXCLUSION OF ALL OTHER PERSONS AND BEINOS. 

These I shall state in such a manner, that, if you have your Bibles 
here, as you ought to have, and as I hope you have, you will be able 
to follow me in my references, and to judge whether the conclusions 
which I draw, are well-founded or not. In this, I am not exactly 
following Mr. Bagot's example : but I prefer taking my own course. 
I refer you, then, to-* 
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texoD. he 14. I will at this time aend all my pUgaefe upon thitte b9U% tnd 
upon thy servants, and upon thy people | that thou mayest know thbab is 
MONB LiKB MB In all the earth. 

And if there be Aoiie in all the earth, then is there none in oil the 
nniverse, like unto Jehovah. Again,— 

Exos. XV. 11. Who is like unto thee, O Lord (Jehovah), among the gods } 
Who 18 LIKB THBB, glorionsin holiness, fearfiil in praises, doing wonders ? 

There are that are called gods, in an inferior sense ; but Moses and 
the children of Israel ask. Who is, as Jehovah is, in the highest and 
all-perfect sense, " glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing won. 
ders ?" 

Dbut. iii. 24. O Lobb God, * * what god is there in heaven or in enrth 
that can do according to thy works ? 

The word Lord is, in the original, Jehovah. The words which I 
have omitted, will be found not to be necessary to the connexion, in 
reference to this subject. 

Psalm Ixxxix. 6. Who in the heavens can be eompared unto the Lokd ? who 
among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto the Lobd? * * [8.] O Lobb 
God of hosts^ who is a strong Lord like unto thee^ or to thy £uthfalness round 
about thee ? 

This particularity may appear tedious ; but it is necessary, in order 
to do justice to my cause, not only that I should bring before you 
some plain texts, but that I should show that the Scriptures abound 
with toem. It is on the quantity, as well as the directness of the teg. 
limony that I rely ; the force of which cannot be done away with by 
any wire-drawn deductions, or fine-spun inferences* I do not deal, 
in such arguments. I am supporting plain doctrines, by plain texts. 
My next class of proofs consists of — 

PASSAGES WHICH EVINCB THAT THE FATHER IS THE ONS BEING 
WHO IS ASSERTED TO BE GOD ALONE, TO THE EXCLUSION OF ALL 
OTHERS. 

I turn to — 

Jer. xxxi. 7, Thus saith the Lord, * * [9.] • * I am a Father to Isn^ 

and Ephraim is my first-born. 

Mal. ii. 10. Have we not all onb Father ? hath not ome God created us ? 

John viii. 41. We are not bora of fornioatioD. We have oxs Father, 
even God ! 

I bring this passage forward, to prove that the Jewish people eon* 
sidered the Father to be the only true Deity ;— an idea which Christ 
himself never corrected. Where, I ask, did oor Lord, in fais pnUic 
teaching, correct the impression, if erroneous ? a&d why, if it were 
erroneous, did he sanction the mistake P The words of the Jews to 
our Lord were, as we have seen : " We are not ham of/ormcuHan : 
we have One Father, even God. Christ, as I have stated, n^ver con- 
tradicted the opinion of the Jewish people. On the contrary, in that 
beautiful address, commonly called the Sermon on the Mount, as 
ecmtainea in the 5tb> 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew's Gospel, he 
says, as a motive to the forgiveness of injuries. 
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MAtT. T. 45. .That ye may be the chSdreii of year Fithvr who is ia hMiven ; 
'for he maketh his sun to rise upon the evil and ^e good, and sendeth ndn upon th<e 
jast and upon the unjust. 

Another proof, that our Saviour represented the Father alone as true 
God, occurs in the same address, as recorded in— 

Matt. v\, 26. Behold the fowls of the ur : for they sow *not, neither do fhey 
reap, nor gather into bams ; yet tour hbatenlt Fathbr feedeth them. Are 
ye not much better than they ? • * [28.] And why take ye thought for raiment? 
Consider the lilies of the field how they grow. * * Wherefore, if God so clothe 
the grass of the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is cast into the oven, will he 
not much more clothe you ? 

Here^ again, he identifies the terms God and Father; intimating 
clearly, that they express exactly the same thing, and are coexten- 
sive in signification. 

Luke icii. 90 — 32. These things do the nations of the world seek after, and 
your Father knowetfa that ye hare need of these things. But seek ye the kingdom 
of God, and all these things shall be added unto you. Fear not, litUe flock ; for it 
is your Father's good pleasure to give you the kingdom ! 

Ohsetve, again, the manner in which the two terms, God and Fatheb^ 
are used as interchangeable, and as having precisely the same mean- 
ing. I am endeavouring, on purpose, to read these texts as slowly 
as I can. I have nothing to hope from concealment; nor am I de- 
sirous of running away from you, from my opponent, or from my 
argument Look again to— 

John iv. 23, 24. The true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit ani 
in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. Ood is a spirit ; and they 
that worship him, must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

It vexeth me to know, that such is the perversity of the human 
mind, that, in despite of the plainest declarations of Christ himself^ 
contained in the word of God, the vast majority of his professing 
followers continue, to offer up adoration to heiogs whose worship he 
never sanctioned, in direct violation of his own poEdtive and repeated 
mandates. 1 find no where in Scripture, the worship of '* Ood the 
Son, Redeemer of the worW I find no where in Scripture, that I 
am to worship ** God the Holy Ghost, proceeding from the Faiher and 
the Son.'' I find no where in Scripture, directions to worship what i$ 
called the *' Holy, blessed, and glorious Trinity, three persons, and One 
GodV But I find plain and repeated injunctions, to worship One 
Gob and Father of all ; and not least plain in the passage to 
which I now refer. Others may worship those whom they may think 
worthy of adoration ; but " the true worshippers shall worship THfi 
Father in spirit and in truth ; for such the Father seeketh to 
worship htm.'' 

John vi. 45, 46. It is written in the prophets. And they shall be all taught of 
God. Every man therefore that hath heard and teamed of Tias Fatssb, oometii 
unto me. / Not that any man hath seen the Fatbbk, sate he who is of Gob $ he 
hath seen the Father. 

This quotation proves, that our Lord applies the term God and 
Father indiscriminately, to express exactly the same idea ^ and that, 
in his language, the two nouns are perfectly coextensive. And (his 
is also intimated hy the Apostle James in — 
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Jamss i. 97. Pure rdigioa and undefiled, before God, even thb Paths r, it 
this ; — and also in Jamvi i. 17 : Every good gift, and every perfect gift, is from above; 
and Cometh down from thu Father of lights ; with whom is no variableness, 
neither shadow of turning. 

Mr. Bagot, I hope, is satisfied with the farther aid which I am 
lending him to establish his first proposition. 1 venture to affirm, 
that I have placed it on an immoveable basis ; whence he himself, 
with all his quibbles^ and all his sophistry, will not be able to shake 
it down ! 

I shall now direct you to some — 

PASSAGES WHEREIN THB ONE GOD IS EXPRESSLY DISTINGUISHED FROAf 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, IN SUCH A MANNER, THAT THE ALLEGED 
, DEITY OF THE LATTER IS ENTIRELY EXCLUDED. 

I yesterday quoted Mark x. 18, and 1 Tim. it. 5, with some other 
(exts, in support of this position. I shall now give you a ^qw more 
passages, which doubtless Mr. Bagot will find as muck to his purpose 
as those already referred to. 

Matt. xxiv. 36. Of that day and hour knoweth no man : no, not the angels of 
heaven ; but mt Father only^ 

The phrase, *' my Father only** — showing that the person to whom 
the knowledge of the day alluded to was confined, was the Father of 
Qur Lord Jesus Christ — would, of itself, be sufficient to establish his 
exclusion from that knowledge, and consequently from Deity. But, 
to make assurance doubly sure, we read in the parallel passage : 

Mark xiii. 32. Of that day and that hour knoweth no man ; no, not the 
angels which are in heaven : neither the Son ; bct the Father ! 

Great, then, as was the knowledge vouchsafed to Christ, for the 
purposes of Divine Providence, — and abundantly as he was qualified 
for the objects of his mission, by the wisdom and the grace which 
were bestowed upon him, — there were, it appears, some things which 
he did not know ; as he elsewhere expressly says, there were some 
things which he could not do. Whether this deficiency in wisdom and 
power is consistent with his supposed proper Deity, I leave it to the 
judgment of candid minds to determine. I put it ta every one of 
you^— I put it to every honest and unprejudiced understanding, 
that is capable of forming an opinion on the subject,—- whether this 
deficiency in knowledge be not proved by the passage in Mark 
xiii. 32. 

It is of no consequence whether the day here spoken of, be the 
day of judgment, or that of his coming to destroy Jerusalem. It is 
no matter what the particular day and hour may have been : Christ 
says, there was a day and an hour of which he was ignorant. The 
inference against his proper Deity is plain and obvious. 

This text has long puzzled the asserlors of the doctrine of the ** Pro- 
per Deity of the Word ;" and many have been the quibbles, and many 
the sophisms^ and abundant the wire-drawn deductions, to which they 
have had recourse, in order to evade the force of this plain declara- 
tion. Some have told us, that our Lord spoke these words, not in 
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bis divine, but in his human nature ; and that the time of this eveilt^ 
though unknown to him as man, was perfectly well known to him as 
God. Other Trinitarians — among whom is Dr. Wardlaw — have 
perceived that this supposition is perfectly inconsistent with the lan- 
guage of Christ himself, — who does not once allude to any distinction 
between his divine and human natures; but, as reported by Matthew, 
uses the phrase, "the Father only,*' which tacitly excludes himself 
from the knowledge, as the words in Mark do expressly,^ — and who 
positively confines the possession of it solely to the Father. How, 
then, does Dr. Wardi^w get over the difficulty? He says, that 
Christ, as God, knew the time (as undoubtedly he must have known 
it, if he were really God) ; but that he was ignorant of it in his me- 
diatorial capacity : that is to say, it was not one of those things 
which, as Mediator, he was commissioned to teach. Let us see how 
this criticism applies to the text. " Of that day and that hour know- 
leth no man," says our Saviour ; that is to say, according to this hy- 
pothesis, — no man has been commissioned to reveal iL '*No/' adds 
our Lord, " not the angels which are in heaven ;** that is, the angels 
have not been commissioned to teach it. " Neither the Son,'' conti- 
nues our Saviour ; which means that the So7i has not been commis^ 
sioned to reveal it ''But the Father ;" which, on the explanation 
of Dr. Wardlaw, can only mean, that the Father has been com- 
missioned to declare that day ! And by whom was he commissioned P 
Who gave his commission to the Father of all ? Let this question 
be answered. But it will not; for it cannot! — Others again tell us, 
that the word " know" is to be taken in a peculiar sense — that it 
means "to make known.'' Let us try this explanation also: ''O^ 
that day and hour knoweth no man ;" that is, no man maketh it 
known; ixo, nor do '' the angels in heaven'' make it known; nor 
does "the Son" make it known; "but the Father" makes it known — 
And where has he given any information on the subject P Let that 
question be answered. It will not ; for it cannot ! Besides, as Pro- 
fessor Stuart of Andover observes, although the verb yiyvui<sxbi some- 
times has the signification of declaring as well as of knowing; yet, in 
this passage, the verb is o/ds, a derivative from e/dw, a distinct verb, 
whicn never occurs in this sense. Now, Mr. Stuart is professor in 
a Oalvinistic seminary, and his tract on the Deity of Christ was re- 
published in this town in 1825; so that it can readily be determined 
whether I am correct or not in the statement of his opinion. To 
state these quibbles, is to refute them. 
The last passage which I shall adduce on this occasion, is — 

Acts iv. 24. And when [the Apostles] heard that, they lifted up their voice to God 
with one accord, and said : Lord, thou art God ! * * C^*] And now, Lord, * * 
grant * * [30] that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy hcly 
child Jesua, 

The God to whom they prayed was the being, of whom Jesus was 
^le holy child; that is to say, God the Father. 

I have now but a short time unexpired^ and I shall employ it to 
make one remark upon an allusion of Mr. Bagot's, which I intended 
to notice before this; but, my mind being more occupied with. 1\\& 
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Itngaage of Scripture than with bU, it escaped my memory at the 
time. He asked^ ''How can I reconcile it to my opnscience* lo em* 
ploy and read in public worship^ a version of the Scriptures^ which" 
not "I*' alone-*but also Bishop Lowth and Dr. J. Pye Sboth — 
''have stated, abounds with gross and numberless errors P'^ To this 
question I answer— that when any of those errors occur in the course of 
the lessons which I read, I correct them as I go on. I cannot help 
thanking Mr. Bagot, for his allusion to the situation which I hold as 
minister of a church ia which I am not fettered by any ecclesiastical 
regulations, to prevent me from using any version that I may prefer, 
or making any alterations in it that may be necessary, in order to 
make the translation agree with the divine original. This was a 
most unfortunate allusion for Mr. Bagot; for it reminds us, that he 
belongs to a church, according to whose rules, he must not presume 
to refuse to read the version which is enjoined by superior authority, 
no matter what may be his opinion of its merit Toough it appear 
to his own mind ever so mistaken, — though it be, in iact, ever so 
erroneous, he must not take it upon him to alter one word. JUUra 
scripiamanet I He must rend it ! 



Mr. BA(K)T.— -Before I proceed with my regular course of ar^. 
guinent, I am anxious, with feelings of the purest courtesy and kind- 
ness, to make a remark, in reference to some expressions whidi 
Mr. Porter has repeatedly used since the commencement of this 
discussion. He has been pleased to designate my arguments as 
Wire-drawn quibbles and petty sophistries : I beg simply to state to 
Mr. Porter, and to this meeting, that I^ at least, do not hold hta 
intellectual powers in such supreme contempt, as to describe the 
arguments which he has advanced, by the epithets of "wiredrawn 
quibbles and petty sophistries.'^ 

Mr. Porter has found fault with the observations whidi I felt it 
my duty to make, in reference to the terms in which he described 
Ibe original manuscripts of Scripture. He has told you that he 
only alluded to M.SS. from which King James's translation was 
made, and not to the original of Scripture itself. But are not this 
nudience aware, that Mr. Port&r has not the original of Seripiwre 
within his reach; that the autographs of the Sacred writers are in 
the possession of none ; and that we must, therefore, be satisfied with 
the beet copy which we can obtain, by a careful revision and collation 
of the several manuscripts to which we, have access ? And Mn Porter 
has failed to prove that the original, from which King James's trans* 
lation was made, " was mutilated, interpolated, and otherwise grossly 
corrupted.'* 

My commentary and remarks upon I Coa. viiL 4—6, have been 
met by a vague and general assertion, that I have been dealing in 
petty sophistries and quibbles. Let Mr. Porter substantiate the cor- 
rectness of what he asserts. » 

Before I proceed further, I widi to produce a few more proofs in 
support of my first proposition, which says, '^ There is one God, 
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Jehotiili, who iff Qod alone, to the entire etclotion of the alleged 
godhead of every creature/' lliese additional proofs you will find 
in ExoD. ix. 14; xv. li ; Deot. ill. fl4 ; Psalm Ixxxix. 6, 8 ; Mal. 
ii. 10; John ?iii. 41. In his remarks upon this last passage, Mr. 
Porter ai^aed, that the Jews considered tne Father exclusively to be 
the true God ; and inferred the correctness of their views from the 
fact, that Christ never reproved them as guilty of a misapprehension 
in this particular. Now^ in reply to this, I beg to say, that I would 
just as soon rely upon the authority of Mr. Porter, as upon the 
authority of the Jews ; for, in fact, it is of no consequence to either 
side of the argument, whether the Jews recognised the Deity of 
Christ or iiot ; because, as they did not recognise his Messiaship, 
such a principle of reasoning would prdve more than Mr. Porter 
would be williiig to allow : it would go the length of proving, that he 
Was not the promised Messias. And as to the assertion, that Christ 
neeer corrected the erroneous views which his countrymen according 
to the flesh entertained of his person^ it is not borne out by fact ; as 
the Saviour did, on many occasions, give plain iniimaiians of the 
Divinity of his person. He did not, indeed, in plain and unqualified 
terms, declare, in so many words, that he was *' the God of heaven 
and earth ;^' but he supplied the premises from which an iiitel* 
UgeUt mind could draw the conclusion, that whilst he was perfect 
than, he was also perfect Ood. He did not, I say, on all occasions, 
openly and puhliely appear iti the 6treets of Jerusalem^ proclaiming 
bjni^elf, in the presence of the Jews, as the God of heaven and earth. 
He knew that there were mn^ny things which he had to communicate 
to the people, which they could not yet bear. He knew that his chief 
employment, whilst upon earth, was to glorify the Father, and that, 
when he had completed that work, the Father would send the Spirit 
to glorify his Son ; and, accordingly, we find the Spirit glorifying 
Christ as divine, by inspiring Paul to declare, that lie is over all, 
blessed for evermore-^that by him all things were created that are 
in heaven and that are in earth, and that by him all things consist ; 
and by testifying, as the beloved Apostle,' declared, that he is " the 
true God and eternal life ;'' and by sevend other declarations of the 
Saviouifs Deity, which I advimced in argument yesterday, and to 
which Mr. Porter has not, in a single instance, replied. And do you 
iuik the reason why Christ did not thus directly announce his Deity? 
The answer is easy. To do so would have frustrated the grand object 
of his mission ; for " had his countrymett known him, they would not 
have crucified the Lord of glory.'' But it was arranged ki the coun^ 
cils of heaven, before the sun disclosed^ by his new-born splendoui". 
the loveliness and beauty of this terrestrial creation, that the Saviour 
should be delivered, by the determinate council and foreknowledge of 
God, into wicked hands, to be crucified and slain ; that thereby he 
might make his soul an offering for sin, his body a sacrifice for 
transgression ; in order that, by virtue of such an atonement, God 
might display himself to the intelligent creation as just, aud as the 
jostifier or the ungodly that believeth in Jesus. 

Yon will find another proof of my first proposition in Matt. 
vL26, 28, and 30.-^1 wish to make a remark upon the principle of 
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reasonings which Mr. Porter applied to this passage of Scriptore. He 
compared the 26th verse, in: which it is said, that the/'Fa(A«r feedeth 
the lowlb of the air/' with the 30ih verse, in which the same work of 
providence is attHbuted to " God ;'' and from a comparison of the 
two, he inferred the Deity of the Father. Now, Mr. rorter's use of 
this principle recognises and sanctions my mode of reasonipg yester- 
day, in proving the Deity of the Son. I quoted many passages in 
which divine works and prerogatives are ascribed to God, and com- 
pared them with others in which the very same divine works and 
prerogatives are ascribed to Christ, and thence inferred the true Deity 
of Christ ; and I have now the judgment of Mr. Porter, giving a clear 
decision in favour of the legitimacy of this plan of reasoning. 

Mr. Porter advanced Luke x. ^1, as a proof of the true Deity 
of the Bather. I again say, that I fully admit the validity of his 
reasoning from this and other passages, which he has quoted as 
proofs of the Deity of the Father. For do you suppose that it is 
necessary for me to deny the Deity of the Father, as preliminary and 
preparatory to proving the Deity of the Son? I assume and hold the 
beity of the Father : it still remains with Mr. Porter to advance his 
proofs, that the Father exclusively is God. 

The next passage to which he referred was John iv. 23, 24* : 
" The hour cometh^ and now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth; for the Father seeketh such 
to worship him. God is a spirit ; and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.'' — In the course of his remarks 
upon this passage, Mr. Porter asked if I could produce a similar 
declaration in reference to the Son. I answer at once, that I will 
produce a passage which, tipon his principles, is of infinitely higher 
authority. He believes that Christ is ^created being, however high 
he may regard htm in capacity, nature, or knowledge ; and that the 
Father exclusively is toe one uncreated God: in his estimation, 
therefore, the authority of the Father must be i«/?ni/«Zy more binding 
than that of the Son, who speaks in the above announcement, to the 
womian of Samaria ; but the Father has recorded his inviolable com. 
mand, in reference to the Son, in Heb. i. 6, *'Let all the angels of 
God worship him" {'je§o(fxvvri^dru(fav avrf). In reply to Mr. Portei^'s 
additional remarks upon this passage, 1 beg to remind him, that Christ 
does not say, that the " true worshippers shall worship the Father 
only.'* — The word " only" does not occur in the passage. In factj, 
this text defines part of the Christian doctrine, in reference to 
Christian worship, but fiot all; and Mr. Porter^ by supposing 
that it does reveal the whole mind of the Spirit, in reference to the 
object of worship, casts, by anticipation, a charge of idolatry upon 
the dying prayer of Stephen, which he offered up when full of the 
Holy Ghost ; and upon the conduct of Paul, in thrice piraying to 
Christ, as recorded in 2 Cor. xii. 8. He even casts an imputation of 
teaching idolatry against the Father himself, when he said, '' Let all 
the angels of God worship the Son ;" and he stamps the im- 
press of blasphemous idolatry upon the very angels '.bemselves; for 
they are represented in Scripture, as worshipping Christ j as is evi- ' 
dent from Isa. vi. 1 — 3, compared with JoHfi xii. 41, which proves 
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that the Prophet spoke of Christ ; and if any more proof he desired, 
I refer to Rev. r, 14, where the four and twenty dders are repre- 
sented as worshipping God and the Lamh. 

Mr. Porter next referred to John vi. 45, 46, and argued that 
because the terms " God** and " Father" are indifferently used to 
express the same person in these two verses, that, therefore, the 
Father is God. I admit, at once, the conclusiveness of the reasoning 
as proving the Deity of the Father. 

Mr. Porter next advanced some passages, in which he asserted, 
that God the Father was spoken of so disiineily from Christ, as 
necessarily to prove the Deity of the Father exclusively, and to con- 
tradict altogether the Deity of the Son. Now, in reply to this argu- 
ment, I shall advance some texts in which the Father is spoken of 
so distinctly from God, as, if this principle of reasoning were valid, 
would prove that the Father is not God. For instance, in Gal. i. 4. 
we reaa, "according to the will of God a/nd our Father** {rtfu 0goil 
xa/ Ilarihg ^jo^uv) ; in Phil. iv. 20, *'Now unto God and our Father** 
(r^ St 0gw xa) TJar^} vifiuv) ; in CoL. iii. 17, *' Giving thanks to God 
and the Father** {ivxti^i<rrovvng rf Qs^xa) Uar^i); in 1 Tbess. i. 3. 
*' in the sight of God and our Father'* (ifMr^oifdfv rov 0gou xai Uar^hg 
TifiZiv) ; in 1 Thess. iii. 11, "Now God himself anrf our Father** (aurW 
^ 6 Bihg xai TlaT^^ Tjiim) ; and in James i. 27, " Before God and th^ 
Father** {'ffagdi. rut Qsuj xai Uar^i). — Now, in each of these instances, 
and in many others, the Father is spoken of so distinctly, in the 
phraseology of each passage, from the word " God,** as would, upon 
Mr. Porter*^s principle of reasoning, prove that the Father is not God ; 
but I merely advance these examples, to illustrate the futility of the 
principles upon which he has been reasoning, and in order to have 
the opportunity of making this general remark, — that I can produce 
arguments against the Deity of the Father, equally plausible with those 
which he advances against the Deity of the Son. 

Mr. Porter has said a great deal about Christ's not knowing the 
day of judgment, and has expended a considerable portion of his 
time in commenting upon the interpretations which Dr. Wardlaw, 
and Mr. Stuart, of Andover, have given of Mark xiii. 32; but I 
consider all that he said as totally irrelevant, as he was impugning 
explanations which I never advanced. One would suppose, that Mr. 
Porter came here to argue with Dr. Wardlaw and Mr. Stuart—, 
not with me. What have I to do with Dr. Wardlaw*s interpreta*. 
tion ? He is not my bishop ; nor am I bound to identify my judg. 
ment with his. If, however, Mr. Porter wishes for a few months* 
occupation when this discussion is over, let him sit down and write 
an answer to Dr. Wardlaw's Sermons on the Doctrine of the 
Trinity, or to Mr. Stuart's work, to which he has also alluded. 
As neither Mr. Stuart*s work on the Deity of Christ, nor Dr. 
Wardlaw*s last edition, have as yet been answered, it might be 
Urbrtb his while to preparer reply to them-. 1 now, however, declare 
that I will not advance any interpretation of Mark xiii; 32, until 
Mr. Porter shall have explained for me Kfiv. xix. 12, which asserts, 
that Christ '' had a name> written, which no one {wdeig) knew but he 
himself.*' What I wish to know is, bow will he reconcile this decla- 



ration, with ihd omniscieoce of the Father P As Boon as he will giye 
me a satisfactory solutioq of thici difficulty* I shaji then reply to the 
argument whicn he has advanced against the omniscience of the 
Igon from Mark xiii. 32; in wh\^h it is said, "Of that day and that 
hour knoweth no man ; no, not the angels which are in hearen ; nei^ 
ther the Son« hut the Father/' As to Da. Wardiaw's and Mr. 
Stuart's interpretations of this passage, I reject them both. This 
declaration may be considered presumption on my part ; but I cannot 
help it. I would give a di£ferent one, and will do so as soon as 
Mr. PortjBr shall answer my question in reference to the text in 
Bev. xix. 12. 

Mr. Porter next quoted Acts iv. 24 and 27, in order to proye 
the Deity of the Father. The passage reads thus : ''And when they 
heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and 
said, liord, thou art God, which hast made heaven and earth* and 
the sea, and alt that in them is. ^ ^ * For of a truth against thy holy 
child Jesus, whom thou bast anointed, both Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered to* 
gether.'* — His argument upon this passage was this, that since Christ 
is here styled the Holy Child of God, his Ftf titer must necessarily be 
God. I feel mnch obliged to him for this argument^ and for the princi- 
ple nppn which it is based ; and will apply it to a passage which you 
will find in Luilb i. 35, in which the angel is represented as saying 
to Mary, *'The Haly Gho$l shall come upon thee, and the power o( 
the Highest shall overshadow thee ; threfore also that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee shall be called th Son of God, In this 
passage the Holy Ghost is represented as the Father of the Son of 
God ; therefore, the Holy Ghost is God ; and, therefore. Mr. Portef 
has supplied me with an argument for the Deityof the Holy 6bost« 

In the course of his last speech, Mr. Porter informed us that 
whenever he rises in this Meeting-house to read the Scriptures, he 
always directs the attention of his hearers to any errors in the com- 
mon translation, and explains the passages in which they occnr# ao> 
cording to the original. I would beg, then, to ask him, does he 
correct the mistranslation which occurs in tb^ latter clause of J(m^ 
V. 19, "For what things soever the Father doethi these doetb the 
Son likewise'? Does he inform his congregation, that the word 
" these'' should more correctly be rendered *' the same,'' an4 that 
thereby the identity of operation between the Father and Son 
would be stated in more express and emphatic terms* if this correcr 
tion were introduced into the IJnglish text P I would also beg to 
ask, when he reads the passage in Heb. i. 3, in which Christ is de-> 
scribed as " upholding all things by tbc^ yiutxd of his power> ' does he 
correct the mistranslation in this te^v^t by statingt that the word 
"hi^^ should be translated "AtV o^umi'* so. that this passage repre- 
sents Christ as " upholding all things by |he word of his oam power ;'' 
thereby oontradicting the notion, that Christ was only invested with 
a derived and ieleQated ability P And if it is h^e asserted, that 
Christ " unholds all thinga by the word of hie Qum )¥>?fer," I would 
like Mr. Porter to exert his intellecli^l powers Qi calcuiation, in 
order to ascertain the height and depthjt and length wA breadth of 
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that Almighty power which can and does uphold all things ? Could 
a finite power uphold oU things P Surely not I ask, then, does 
Mn Porter correct this mistranslation, and tell his congregation that 
Christ upholds all things by the word of his own power ? And I 
would here add, that I read thi? passage according to Griesbacb'S 
received text, which we have both admitted, as you will see by refer-t 
ring to the printed definition of the standard. 

As I do not wish to leave any argument of Mr. Porter's unan- 
swered, I shall now revert to his speech of yesterday, in which he 
S noted Eph. iv, 5, 6, in order to prove the exclusive Deity of the 
'ather exclunvely. The passage is as follows : "There is one Lord* 
one faith, one baptism, one Gcd and Father of all, who is above all^ 
a]^d through all, and in you all'' Upon this passage, I beg to make 
the following remarks : 

(1.) The term *' Father*' is here used, not to designate merely the 
Father personally, but as a general title of the Supreme Being, whe- 
ther subsisting in one or in three persons. And to prove this, I do 
not require the advantage of Ape titioprincipii; for the words which 
stand in connexion with the word " Father,'' clearly show that this 
is its import in the passage : " One God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all.** 

(2.) Even admitting that the term *' Father," in this text, is to he 
understood of the Father personally, still I argue that the expression 
** one God," which precedes it, cannot exclude or contradict the 
Deity of the Son ; or else, on the same principle, the expression 
^* one Spirit" in the 4th verse, and " one Lord" in the 5th verse, 
would exclude the Father from being either " Lord" or ** Spirit ;" 
though he is elsewhere in Scripture designated by both of these 
titles. So that Mr. Porter's plan of arguing from the use of the ex- 
elusive term '' one," as contradicting the inclusion of the Son in the 
Godhead, must at the same time overturn the Lordship and dominion 
of the Father; and, if applied in both cases, will go tar to represent 
the Bible as a system of Atheism. 

(3.) Admitting, also, that the expressions ** one God and Father 
of all," refer to the Father personallyji yet we find that every attri- 
bute which, in that view of tne passage, is ascribed to the Fattier, is 
elsevil^re ascribed to the Son ; as, in John iii. 31, it is said of Christ, 
'< He' that cometh from above, is above all ;" in Bqm. ix. 5, he is 
styled, God over all^ blessed for evermore ;" in Col. i. 17, it is as-? 
serted that, '' by him all things consist ;" and, in Heb. i. 3, that he 
'' upholds all things by the word of his own power.*' 

Another passage adduced by Mr. Porter yesterday, inof^osition 
ta the D^y of Christ, occurs in Matt. xix. 16, 17 : *' And behold 
oise eame, and said unto him. Good Master, what good thing shall I 
do, that I may have eternal life ? And he said unto him. Why 
callest thou me good ? there is none good but one, that is God." 
Now, in reply to Lis arguments from this passage, I beg to remarks 
that in reading it, we should lay the emphasis on the word '* why,'' 
and not on the wc^ " me ;" for the object of Christ was to ascertain 
wbal views Ike yoyng man entectained of his person and character ; 
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atid for this reason he proposed' the question, " ^y callest thoa me 
good ?*' &c. And, in fact^ there is no denial of his Deity here, on 
the part of Christ, unless an ellipsis be inserted in the text, so as to 
read it thus : " Why callest thou me good ? I am not good : there 
is none good but one, that is God ;" — or thus : " Why callest thou 
me good ? there is none good but one, that is God, and I am not 
God." But I do not want to add to the Word of God. I am satis- 
fied with that revelation which God has imparted, and which is all 
that now remains of his ancient converse with man. I am satisfied 
to rest my faith upon that Book, the origin of which I do not attri. 
bute to the unaided intellects of Prophets, Evangelists, and Apos- 
tles ; but which I believe to be one compact composition, which has 
Crod for its author, truth for its subject matter, and the salvation of 
man for its great and sublime consummation-— a salvation which it 
was not unworthy of Deity to stoop to accomplish. The object of 
Christ, then, in proposing this question, was, as I said, to ascertain 
what views the inquirer held regarding him ; whether he really be- 
lieved that he was entitled to the designation " good ;" or whether 
the young man had accosted him merely in the language of flattery 
and compliment, with which the Jews in general were accustomed 
to address the doctors of the law. But this passage is alleged to prove 
that Christ is not God. As well might we argue, that, when Christ 
proposes the question, " If David then call him Lord, how is he his 
Son,'V it was the Saviour's object to disclaim the apellation of 
''David's Lord" (for both these passages begin with the same in- 
terrogatory form), whilst the Scriptures assert, that he is the root 
and offspring of David. 

But as I have referred to the declaration of Christ, " I am the 
root and offsming of David," I would wish to know how a created 
being could be the *' rooV^ from which David -sprung ? — -and how^ at 
the same time, he could be the ** offspring^* which sprung from 
David ? Surely Christ must have been the root of David by virtue 
of his Godhead, by which he gave birth not merely to David, but to 
all that walk upon the surface of the earth ; and he must have been 
the offspring of David, by virtue of that humanity which he assumed 
in order to enable him to make his soul an offering for sin. 

Mr. Porter also referred to John xvii. 3, as a proof of the ex- 
clusive Deity of the Father exclusively : " And this is life eternal, 
that they may know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whoni 
thou hast sent." In reply to his argument from this passage^ I make 
the following remarks : 

" (1.) God is frequently styled the ** true God," in opposition to 
gods falsely 60 called (as in 1 Chron. xv. 3, 8; Jer. x. 10; 
1 Thess. 1. 9); and as the Father is God, he is, of course, the true 
God, and the only true God ; for surely^ Mr, Porter does not ask me 
to deny the true Deity of the Father, as a preliminary to proving the 
Deity of the Son, That, indeed, would be curious logic. 

(2.) It is manifest also from the construction of the passage, 
that the Father is called « God," not in opposition to a plurality Of 
persons, but in oppoeition to a plurality of gods; for ijie words are 
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not <f6 fi6m rhv otXffityh 0s^v (thee only the trae God)^ but erg rh fji^fov 
akTi&ivbv &ehy (thee the only true God), the exclusive particle fiom 
(only) not being connected with the word oe (thee), but with the 
adjective &kridivhv {true) ; which construction shows, that the Deity of 
the Father is the "only true" Deity, just as I believe that the Deity 
of the Son is the " only true" Deity, for he is the true God and eter- 
nal life ; 1 JoBN V. 20. 

(3.) The Son is not distinguished from the Father, in this pas- 
sage, in reference to his higher nature, but in reference to his medL 
atorial office, as is evident from the structure of the sentence ; . 
"Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent;** and also from this, that this 
passage is part of a prayer which Christ offered up as the Hi^h 
Iciest of our profession. 

(4.) Although Christ speaks of himself here in. his official cha- 
racter, still there is an index in the passage, directing our minds to 
a higher contemplation of his nature ; for the knowledge of him is 
placed on a perfect equality with the knowledge of the Father, as 
the germ and principle of eternal life; and the same Apostle else- 
where defines what this higher nature is, where he says of Christ, 
" This is the true God and eternal life." 

This passage, therefore, only goes/ar enough to prove the ex* 
elusion from Deity of all false gods, but not far enough to contra- 
dict the inclusion of the Son in the one Deity of the Bible. 

He next quoted Matt. xii. 50, in order to prove the exclusive 
Deity of the Father exclusively : " For whosoever shall do the will 
of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, 
and mother." — But, in order to show that there is nothing referred 
to the Father here, which is peculiar to him to the exclusion of the 
Son, I refer to John iii. 13, in which Christ asserts that he was "in 
heaven," while he was' conversing with Nicodemus upon earth ; and 
to John xiv. 15, in which he 'directs his disciples to do his will, by 
saying, " Keep my commandments." 

That our Saviour directed his disciples to pray to the Father, 
when he prescribed for their use that form whicn is called the Lord's 
Prayer, is a fact which I readily concede; but I maintain, that he 
did not direct them to. pray to the Father on/^. What is the mean- 
ing of the word "Father" in this prayer? I. consider it to be a de- 
signation of the Divine Being, as (mr Father, Creator, and Preserver. 
But does not Mr. Porter pray to the Father, through the mediation 
of the Lord Jesus Christ? Let him look, then, to the Lord's Prayer, 
and will he find the slightest direction to pray through a mediator ? 
Therefore,, his argument derived from this prayer, against praying to 
Christ, would equally contradict the doctrine of praying through 
Christ as Mediator ; since, as I said, there is no allusion whatever in 
the Lord's Prayer to a mediator. But it is very easy to show, that 
every clause in the Lord's Prayer is applicable to Christ. For in- 
stance : He is " our Father," in the sense of Creator and Preserver 
(CoL. 1. 16, 17); he was "in heaven" as to his divine nature, at the 
time wheii he prescribed this form (John iii. 13); his name is to be 
"hallowed," for "at ,the name of Jesus every knee should bow". 
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(Phil. ii. 10). Hid kingfdom is spoken of repeatedly in the New 
Testament, as the object of hope and expectation to his people ; and, 
if ive examine the other parts of this prayer, we can easily arrive at 
the conclasion, that every clause of it is as applicable to the Son as 
to the Father. 

Mr. Porter quoted Matt, xviii. 19 : " If two of yon shall agree 
on earth touching any thing they shall ask, it shall be done for them' 
of my Father which is in heaven ;'* and he challenged me to produce 
a similar declaration in reference to the Son* I willingly accept the 
challenge; and refer him to John xiv. 14, in which Christ says, ''If 
ye shall ask any thing in my name, / will do iV And I would here 
remark this general observation, that whatever principle Mr. Porter 
advances, in opposition to the Deity of the Son, equally militates 
against the Deity of the Father; and that I can advance equally de- 
cisive proofs for the Deity of the Son, as those which he brings for- 
ward in support of the Deity of the Father. And I would also 
remark, thai Mr. Porter's arguments have been founded upon an 
assumption, that I believe in the existence of two Gods; whereas, my 
second proposition asserts, that Christ '' possesses the same eternity, 
knowledge, power, authority, prerogatives, and Godhead with the 
Father, and is one with him in all attributes." Let Mr. Porter, then, 
admit the Deity of the Son, or let him deny the Deity of the Father. 
Upon his principles of reasoning, there is no other alternative. He 
has but this option : let him at dnce represent the Bible as a system 
of Atheism, or let him admit the doctrine of the Deity of Christ. 

His next quotation was the prayer of our Saviour, recorded in 
Matt. xxvi. 39 : '' O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass 
from me: nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.'' But this 
petition, which Christ offered up in the '' days of his flesh," affords 
no objection against his Deity ; but is simply a proof of tlie pure, 
unspotted, and immaculate holiness of his character. Every person 
will recoil from sufferings which are the consequence of sin, in pro- 
portion to the holiness of character which he possesses. On this 
principle, when Christ was apprdaching the hour of his enduring that 
chastisement which was rendered necessary by the sins of his people, 
the moral purity of his nature naturally shrunk back from the awfdl 
and tremendous infliction. And eould we imagine the Father to 
have been manifest in the flesh in the same sense as the Son was, 
he would, upon this principle, have shrunk back from the same suf- 
ferings, considered as the consequence of sin. Nor has the Son less 
holiness of nature than the Father ; for the angels in glory veil their 
faces in obsequious homage before the throne of the immaculate 
Jesus, whilst toey cry one to another, " Holy, holy, holy^ is the Lord 
of hosts ; the whole earth is full of his glory." 



Mr. porter.-— Many of the present auditory are too well ac- 
quainted with myself and my sentiments, to require that I should 
vindicate myself from the supposition of knowingly or willingly 
either doing or saying any thing that could by possibility bring the 
Scriptures of truth into contepipt, or diminish their authority, ^ a 



i<QkF of Mih MA t ^de of coBdpct. But there are otbern, to Whoip^ 
i may not be so well knpwii ; and who zhay perhaps require, in 
order to remove misconception from their minds, that I should thnis^ 
pablicly and explicitly declare, that in those opinions which Mf; 
bagbt has pronounced respecting the excellence and value of the 
Sacred Scriptures, I entirely and cordially concur. Neither is this 
principle peculiar to myself, as a member of the sect or party to 
which it IS my honour and happitiess to belong : my fellow Unita- 
rians, without exception, so far as they are knowh to me, share in 
the same sentiments. Let me remind such of yon as know it, and 
inforni such of you as know it not, that the very words in which Mr. 
Ba^bt has expressed his admiration of the Scriptures, are taken froitt 
al Unitarian writer. Ih the presence of so many ilhistrious persons, 
sb highly distinguished not only for rank, but for intellectual attain, 
xnents, it is possible that Mr. Bagot may have forgotten the source 
from which this quotation was drawn : but I will remind him of the 
person ; a man of some distinction in his day, though, we may welt 
Appose, not of do much consequence, that his naifne should dwell in 
Mr. BagoVs mieinory. It was a certain John Lockb, a Unitarian; 
who said, that the Bible had " God for its author, salvation for Hi 
end, and truth without anp mixture of error for its inattef^/' Thb^e' 
who concnr with LoeKB in other points, agree with him alsio^ in' 

There are some other observations of Mr. Bagot'6, to vehich I shall 
allil^e. And, first, I shall answer the questibn which he proposed to 
itte, in asking how I eitplain'that passage which occurs in Rev. xix. 12 i 
^ He had a name written that no man knew, hut He himself** I reply, 
^a^ I explain the verse exactly in the same way as King Jameis^ 
hfaiiislators, who were all orthodox men — sttenuou6 Trinitari^nsevery 
biife-^I believe mbst of them decided Calvinists. How did they un- 
derstiahd the passage P Did they interpret it in Mr. Bagof s sense ? 
No ; fbr they translated it differently from him, dnd in a way which 
every Greek scholar will agree that it readily admits. 
\ Mr. Bagot says, that he is not one of those who wish to acid to thb 
wbrd of God. I am happy to hear it; for t think I remember one in. 
stdnce, in which he showed a disposition to do so :-^I allude to his. nn- 
happy x'efefreiice to 1 John v. 7. It is well for Mr Bagot that he wan^ 
Bbt^ome unfortunate Uaitarian, who quoted such a passage as this. 
H^d he belonged to that sect every where spoken against, and had 
ke put. forward in that cause, to prove hiis positipns or to support his 
s^tem^ts; texts which are, ^oss, and manijist, dnd acknowledged 
f6f^eiiies,^o\i how the ton^s of astonishment lii^buld have thundered 
ttom the pulpit, and resounded on the platform ; and how the notes 
of exclamation would have bristled in the printed page! We shobld 
then have heard a great deal about adding to the word of God \ and 
1r^ shoikid have been reminded of a passage in that bbok of Reyeia- 
YlONs, of which Mr. Bagot is so fbna, where it is written, in chap: 
xxii. 18— 

For I testi^r unto every man that heareth the, wor4s of the pi^pbecy of this bdok,-(> 
if any man shall add linto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are 
written iiithis^ book! 

K 



/. I appeal to those who knpvr the state of the controTersy, and 
tiie manner in which it has hitherto he^n carried on« if the results I 
have here stated would not, in the case supposed^ have heen fully 
realized. 

But Mr. Bagot has not only come forward as a theologian : he 
must also try his hand at criticism ; and the first-fruits of his efforts 
are, that the word " Father/' when applied to the Supreme Being, 
means Crenlor, The criticism, however, will scarcely answer his 
purpose; for there is mention in Scripture of the ^ God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.'' You will remember that he has put it to 
me, to produce Scripture proofs that Christ has a Creator ; — proofs 
which I shall furnisn in their due time. Meanwhile, it is manifest, 
on his own showing, that if there is SiGod afid Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, there must be one who is his Creator. What opinion 
Mr. Bagot has formed of the understanding of his auditory,! know 
not ; but I should think myself guilty of not only treating the word 
of God with disrespect, but your intellects with contempt, if I came 
(orward to tell you that every word of the Lord's Prayer applies to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. This was a prayer, which Christ nimself 
taught his disciples ;-^this was a prs^er which he with his own lips 
dictated to his disciples, and addressed expressly to the Father: 
and yet Mr. Bagot says, that every word of that prayer applies to 
himself ! 

I shall not further follow Mr. Bagot into those criticisms to 
ivhich he had recourse ; for indeed it is unnecessary. You have had 
different specimens of this soft from him ; but I mean not further to 
expose them. If there be a mind so constituted, as to imagine 
that Scripture ought to be explained in this way,— a way which 
would make its declarations mean any thing, or nothing, — that mind 
is of such a nature, that I should address myself to it in vain. With 
that mind, I have no common principle ; and my most strenuous 
exertions would fail to produce conviction. I hope, however, yoa 
do not suppose that I pass over the remarks of Mr. Bagot, because 
I caiinot answer them. I pass them over for a different reason: 
because I am not afraid of their result on any reflecting mind. And 
now I turn from criticism, %o called ^ npw I turn from explanatio];is of 
the Lord's Prayer, such as you have heard; and from interpretationa 
which make Christ's wo^s, " if you ask any thing in my name,** mean, 
" you shall ask «i^,'f— -to the plain teaching of God's word, by which 
alone this question must be decided; I was quoting some te^^ts, 
wherein ithe one God is expressly distinguished Jrom the Lord Jesus 
Christ, in such a manner, that the alleged Deity of the latter is entirely 
excluded. In addition to the proofs already brought forward^ I shs^ 
now refer you to — 

Rom. XV. 5, 6. Now the God of patienoe and consolatioi] gnmt jrou to be lilieifliiided 
one toward another, according to Christ Jesus ; that ye may, with one in^ndv and oi|e 
mouth, gloriiy God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. . 

I do not care whether you adopt Mr. Bagot's cdtii^ism, and call 
it " God, even the Creator of our Lord Jesus Christ/^ or alio)? the 
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words to stand as they are : there is a plain distinction between '^ Ood?* 
and our Saviour^ to the entire exdosion of the latter from Deity. 
Again I shall refer yoa to-T-^ 

2 Cob. i. 3. Blessed be Go4» bysn tbb Father of ou^ Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort 

And 2 Cob. xl 31. The God and F;atubb of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is 
Uessed tot evermore, knowetb that I lie not 

These sentiments are mine. I bow. my knee, with the Apostle, to the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus ChinsL I own, with the Apostle^ 
that he had a God and Fatfier. I believe the express. tesUmony of 
Scripture on. the 8i»bject. I receive it.in it$ plajq, simple, obvious 
sense [and meaning, t leave it to others who believe in creeds, to 
puzzle themselves with essences,, subsistences, hypostases, and plu- 
rality of j}er8ons, distinctions, or somewhats ! My creed requires 
up such aids. It is that indicated by the Sx;rigtiire phraseology 
in — 

Eph. i. 3. Blessed he the God aud Father qf our Lord Jefug Chritt, who 
hivth blessed us with all s^ritual blessings in heavenly [places] in Christ 

And in Eph. 1. 17. [In my prayers] that thb God qf our Lord Jea»$ Chriit, 
the Fathbr op olort, may give unto you tiie spirit of wisdom and revelation in the 
knowledge of him., « 

Surely no distinction can be more marked in itself, or more consis- 
tently preserved, than that which these passages make, between our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and that Supreme Being who is called his " Gon,'^ 
and his " Father.*' To the same effect is — 

CoL. i. 3. We give thanks to God, even the Fathbr of our Lord Jesus Ck/risSi 
praying always for you. 

Where it is to be observed, that instead of " even,** the received ver- 
sion reads **and:^* — to give a plausible ground for prayer to the 
Trinity. Bui this makes perfect nonsense of the passage. I say, 
this makes nonsense of the passage ;. for suppose the term God to 
mean the three persons of the Trinity, the verse will read thusr " Wa 
give thanks to the Father, and to the Son, and to, the Holy Ghost,-^, 
Aj*D TO THE Father ! — which would be absurd, 

1 Pbt. i. 3. Blessed be thb God and Fathbr of our Lord Jesus Christi 
who, according tp his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again anto a lively hope, by 
the nesurrectioaof Jasus. Christ from the dead» 

1 Thess. i. Sr. Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of 
le^e, and patieoce of hppe, in. our Lord Jesus Christ, in. the sightofGon, evbn our 
Fatheb. 

These last two texts plainly show, that the distinction between Christ 
and God, which it was my object to prove, ib carefully preserved by 
the Sacred Writers. 

1 The88. i. 0, 10. ^ * Ye turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true 
God i and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even 
Jesus, who delivered us from the wrath to come. 

I shalL now turn your attention to — 
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UQm PASSAOEP I!t WmCB CHRIST TEAC^S T^AT OOP f|[W F^tQ^K 19 

TJ^E ON^Y OBJECT OF ^EJLIQIQU^ VpflSHIP. 

Matt. vi. 16. Let your light so shine before men, that .they may see your gpMl 
wojrks, and glorify tour Father who is in heaven. 

Matt. vi. 8. Your Father knoweth what ^uigs ye l^ve iMBe4 f>f {(f/pr^ yf ^ 
him, 

I aUo refer to that prayer, commo|i)y callecl tl^e Ijqrd's Player, 
(Matt. vi. 9, &c.) which, I do think, is an address to "the Father" 
exclasi^ely, notwithstanding tlie authority of Mr. Bagot'ii assertion 
to the contrary. Agiun we read in— 

Matt. yii. 11. If ye tbe% being evil, know how to give good gifts un^o your 
children, bow much more ^all tour ueayenlt Fath^^ give good things unto Uiem 
that ask him ? 

Here it is plainly taken^or grante^, that oua heavenly Father if 
the person tp whom prayer ouebt to be i^ddressed. 1 do not ftgree 
with Mr. Bagot, that the word Father is equivalent to Creator. If 
indeed that criticism be admitted, it would be destructive to his pwn 
theory. . 

The saine principle, that the Father alone is the object of reli- 
gioas worship, is assumed in— 

Mark xi. 25, 26. When ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought agioiistaoyj 
that TOUR Father who is in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses. 

Qur Lord does npt say, Forgiv^ your bfethren, ths^t " Gpii th^ 
FATHifR, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost,'* may forgive you 
^y our trespasses ; but " the Father"—" your Father who is in heatvefi.** 
The Father, therefore, is the object of worship. To the same con- 
clusion w6 iare led by— 

Luke xi. 1, 2. As he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, one of 
^is disciples said unto him, (<ord, teach us to pray) as John also taught his, disdples. 
And he sai4 onto them, " When ye pray, say. Our Fatbbr who A^TXii hbavbn V 

This is the same mode of address which occurs in the Lord's, prayer, 
but taught on another occasion ; for it appears from the <Mrcum. 
stances related in the context, that this could not be the form 
delivered In connexion with th^ Sermon on the ^ount. This prayer 
sanctions the principle which I before laid down, that, according to 
our Saviour's i^structiou, prayer is to be addressed speci&cdlly to 
the Father. This was the form which our Saviour taught, "Our 
Father who art in heaven ;" hvti who, I would ask, taught that form, 
of prayer which is offered up by orthodox congregations^ and which 
forms a purt of established Liturgies ; and which is addressed to ^^God 
the Son,'' and " God the Holy Ghost," and to "the glorious Trinity, 
^hre^ persons find o^e God?" Who taught it I koow. not; but I am 
sure it was never taught by our Lord Jesiis Christ. 

John xv. 16. I have chosen you, * * that whatsoever ye shall ask the 
FAT9ER in my name, he may give.it you. 

I presume this passage sufficiently explains the t^xt ti|)bn whicb 
Mr. Bagot laid so much stress, "If ye ask i^ny thing in my name, I 
ivill give it you." If Scripture be explained by Scnpture, and pas- 
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rngf^ by pAflsage^ those placet 4n tirhicfa ambiguities may be found by 
those which are direct and plain, all difficolties will vanish. Here 
TBJS ^AT0PR IB tp be ^^d« because he alQp^ caq grant 

I shall even refer to the 26tb verse of this chapter, tiie same 
which Mr. Bagot quoted : 

John xyl, 26, Ymljr, verilj, I say uoto you. Whatsoever ye shfdl ask tiie Father in 
my naipe, he will give it you. Ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy may be fuU. 
I aay not unto you, that I will pray the Father for you : for the Father himself love^ you. 

I fine} I made a mistake in the reference, this not beiiig the text to 
which ]VJr. Bagot adverted ; but it is as express as the other: it tells 
against his own cause, and overturns the argument built on those 
texts which he delivered yesterday with such rapid volubility ; for it 
shows that Oie Father, not ChrUt, is the being to whom petitions aie 
to be addressed. Farther— 

CHRIST HIMSEIF ADDRESSED PRAYER TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE 

FATHER ONLY. 

Ai^d this, it must be allowed, is a eircumstance which bears directly 
Oti the question at issue between us. Hitherto I have been strength^, 
^iag Mr. Bagot^s first proposition against himself; but I now 
proceed to draw the net a little closer around him, by bringing fn 
those proofs which will plainly and directly establish my ownsecopd 
proposition. And I have indeed done so in some degree already, 
by the distinction which I have shown to exist in the language of 
^ripture, between God and pur Saviour; but the texts to which J 
now refer^ will establish the point even more directly. 

, Jop.N xi. 41, 4^. Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, Fajther ! I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always : but because of the peoj^e 
who stand by, I said it, that they may believe that thou hs^st sept me. 

Can words be more express? Can these words be reconciled with 
the opinion which makes Christ himself the hearer of prayer> and the 
person who is alone able to grant petitions f If Christ were God, 
why should he pray at all ? It will be said, as has been said, that 
Christ bad no need of pray mg for himself, and that he did so onf^ 
as an example to others; but that assertion is< difilhonourable to 
ChiisjL Jt would niake his example to be the example of hypocrisy. 
I do not believe that such e^ charge lies against our Saviour ; for I 
am sure that our Lord never prayed but in spirit and in truth, and 
for blesftipgs actually desired. Our Lord declares to his di8:ciples 
in — 

John ziv„ 19. /ivitt pray thb Father, ftnd he shaH ^ve you ai;kother Comforter^ 
that he t9aj abide with you for ever. 

Thes^ words represent the Father as the l;>eiag to whom our Lof^ 
addressed prayer, and looked for blessings. 

John xvii. 1. These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and sidd. 
Father ! the hour is come : glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glonSj thee! 

John xvit. 5. And now, O Father ! glorify thou me with thine own self, with the 
glory which I had with thee before the woild was, ^ 
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Jovn xrii. 1 1. * *' Bolt Fatbek ! keep through thine own name those whom 
thou hast given me, that they may be one^ aa we are. 

As a sufficient answer to the arguments broached on this subject, 
arising from the text ** I and my Father are one/' I read — 

John xvii. 21. [I pray] as thou Father ! art in me, and I in thee ; that they 
dtfowtay btuneiuus^ that the world may believe that thou hast sent me. 

This text affords a sufficient answer to the argument brought for- 
ward by Mr. Bagot, proving the Deity of the Son, by the mutual 
indwelling which submits between him and the Father. If that 
text proves the Deity of the Son, the one now before us, equally 
proves the Deity of sli his followers. 

John xvii. 24. Father ! I will that they also whom thou hast given me, may be 
with me where I am ; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me : for 
thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world. 

Here not only does our Saviour address prayer to the Father, but it 
is declared that the glory to which Christ attained, was a glory which 
his Father gave him; and the ground for the impartation of this gift, 
was the love which the Father bore to the Son. This, however, is 
perfectly incompatible with the idea of his perfect Deity. How could 
glory be ^iVan to that Being who possesses, from eternity, all glory, 
power, and honour P 

John xvii. 25. O righteous Father ! the world bath not known thee; but I have 
known tbee^ and these have known that thou hast sent me. 

I quote these texts from every part of John xvii.. to show that the 
whole of it is a prayer addressed to the Father;, — a prayer the most 
solemn and the most impressive ever written. I now turn to— 

John xii. 5i7, 28. Now is my soul troubled, and what shall I say ? Father ! 
save me from this hour : but therefore came I unto this hour. Father ! glorify thy 
name. Then came there a voice from heaven, [saying,] I have both glorified it, and 
will glorify it again. 

These affecting words were spoken at a time when a cruel fate wad 
about to overtake the Saviour, and his end was drawing near. Ob- 
serve the person to whom his prayer was addressed, and the total 
submission of his soul to another's will ; and ask yourselves, if this 
be the language of God Supreme ! 

. Matt. xxvi. 89. And he went a little farther, and felt on his^ face, and prayed, 
saying, O Father ! if it be possible, let this eup passfrem me .'nevertheless, not as 
I will, but as thou wUt 

This text was formerly quoted by me, and explained by Mr. Bagot ; 
but his explanation I leave to make its own impression. 

Matt. xxvi. 42. And he went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, 
O MT Father ! if this cup may not pass away^ firom me except I drink it, thy wUl 
be done. 

The same transactions are recorded in Mark xiv. 35 — 39; Luke 
xxii. 41 — 45; with the addition, by Luke, that there appeared to 
him an angel strengthening him. An angel to strengthen Al- 
mighty God ! 

Again, when his disciples seemed disposed to resist the officers who 
were sent to apprehend him, he said to one of them — 
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Matt. xzti. 53. Tbinkest tbpu that I oannot now pray to Hr Fathbr> aod tte 
will give me more than twelve legions of angels ? 

And when he hang upon the cross^ we read — 

Luke xxiii. 34. Then said Jesus, Father ! forgive them, for they know not what 
they do. 

And we find that in— 

Matt, xzvii. 46. About the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, Eli ! Eli t 
lama aahacthani ! that is to say. My God ! my God ! why bast thou forsaken me ! 

Still farther, as we find it recorded in — 

Luke xxii. 46. When Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father 1 into 
thy hands I commend^my spirit. And having thus said, he gave up the ghost. 

And now, my friends— fellow Christians — fellow Protestsuits — 
you who take the Bihle for your guide — you who make the example 
of Jesus your model — you who tsJce the word of Jesus for your rule ! 
—I ask you what is that worship which is required to he offered up 
hy the disciples of Jesus ? Are we to suppose, if there he a proper 
Deity of the Father — and if there be a proper Deity of the Word-*-- 
and if there be a proper Deity of the Holy Ghost — are we to suppose, 
that he who left us an example that we should follow his steps, would, 
so far mislead us by that example as to confine our worship to one 
only ; whereas to three persons that worship is due ? I call on any. 
of you to sit down, and read the record of Christ's life — to find him 
engaged frequently in prayer to the Father, from the earliest period 
of his ministry on earth — to see how, in every circumstance of his 
eventful life, he addresses himself in supplication to the Father who 
sent him — to find him, when about to work miracles, address the 
throne of God in prayer — ;to observe how, when about to part with 
his disciples, he commends them in solemn petition to his Father — 
to find nim, when his crucifixion was approaching, expressing his 
humility and resignation to God by prayer to his Father— -to find 
him, on the cross, commending his murderers to the mercy of their 
Maker, and his own spirit to the God who gave it ; — yes, follow him 
in his devotions from the beginning to the close of his career, and 
then say, if you can— .-all these facts being taken together-^whether 
this was the conduct of one who was God over all, blessed for ever ? 
This is a point which would well bear to be dilated on ; but I spare 
you. It is an argument which addresses itself as much to the heart 
as to the head. I have read to you the words of our blessed Saviour ; 
and if they do not speak to your feelings, why should I address my- 
self to your understandings ? 

As i , have now but a short time remaining of my forty minutes, 
I shall not enter on a new argument. I was about to reply to some 
observations advanced by Mr. Bagot; but these topics I must reserve 
for my last speech on this day. 



Mr. BAGOT. — Mr. Porter has informed you, in his last address, 
that i have been indebted to a Unitarian writer, Mr. Locke, for the 
eulogium which I pronounced upon the Bible this day. This remark 



afforcki me dn opportaiiUy of 6b8ervirig;, that I ami at all Holes reatdy 
to extract what is excellent from the writings 6f any ihan^ even from 
those of Priestley, BeLsham, or Drummond^ or ahy other Unk 
tarian. But as to whether Mr. Locke was a Unitarian or not, I do 
not know ; nor, as far as my argument is concerned, do I care : for 
though he was a philosopher of the first class, invested with great 
powers of intellect, which qualified him to he a guide and conductor 
through the intiicate mazes of scientific research, yet Mr. Locks, as 
well as every other man who wishes to know the way of salvation, 
and how, as a sinner, he can be reconciled with God, must appi oach 
the Gospel as a little child, and learn at the feet of Jesus ; for 
** WheriB is the wise ? where is the scribe ? where is the disputer of 
this wotld ? hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world ?*' 
I shall now examine the principle by which Mr. Porter has re- 
coneiled the passage in Rev. xix. 12, with the omniscience of the( 
Father. The passage in RfiT. xix. 12, is as follows: ''He had a 
naime written which ho one {oudvg) knew bctt he hihiself;" and the 
question which I proposed to Mr. Porter was this. How ccfuld he 
reconcile this declaration, that do one but Christ knev^ the name 
which he bore but he himself, with the omniscience of the Father ? 
and whet solution of this difficulty would he propose P He has 
now informed us, that he adopts the same view of the passage which 
Kinig James' translators have chosen, axid that he understandis the' 
Greek wotd oudsig in a restricted sense, as denoting ^' no indti ;'' so' 
that^ Instead of translating the word 6vdstg in its plain and obviotis 
sen^se, as denoting " no one,** whether created or uncreated, he un- 
derstands it in a more limited'sense, as it occurs in the English ver- 
Sioh of the passage. Now, I shall apply the very same principle of 
ft^mction to the ititerpretaiion of Mark xii!. S2 : '' But of that day 
and that hour knoweth no man; no, not the angels whieh afeiil' 
heaven ; neither the Son, but the Father :" and I reconcile tfcis de- 
elaration with the omniscience of Christ in the very same manner, 
by understanding it as referring only to the human knowledge of the 
Saviour. I assume it as a Scripture truth, that Christ was omntecieht 
as to his higher nature: This is evident from comparing Jer. xvii. 
9, 10, with Rev. ii. 23 ; and from many other passages. I argub, 
therefore, that I must interpret Mark xiii. 32, upon a prineiple 
which will not contradict this doctrine. I, therefore, explain this 
text as referring to the knowledge which Christ possessed in hii 
kuman nature. I proved to you, on yesterday, that when Christ 
assumed our nattit e, he became "in all thittgrlike unto his brethren ;** 
but this would not have been true, if he had not assumed ctur tph&rance. 
This passage, therefore, affords no objection against the Deity of 
Christ. 'What right, however, had Mr. Porter to quote thisj)a^ag^ 
as affording an argument against my system ? It is an affiiiiiaf^ 
proof of that part of my second proposition, which assertithkt thk ijord 
Jesus Christ ts perfect man. It is an essential attribute of a '^ perfect 
man'' to possess a faculty of progressively acquiring knowledge, and, 
after all his acquirements, to be capable of only a limited amodnt of 
knowledge ; and; in reference to Christ, I prove the former' by Luk^ 
iL6^, which asSensthat'^ Jesus increased in^wisdbjbif aild l^ve 
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the latter by reference to the passage under coosideratiorii wliich 
asserts that there was something which he was ignorant of. As to 
his divine nature, I again remark, that there is a copiousness of 
proof to demonstrate that his knowledge is one with the Father's; 
as, for instance, in his own declarations : " As the Father knoweth 
me, even so know I the Father;'* "No one knoweth the Son but the 
Father ; neither knoweth any one the Father but the Son, and he to 
whomsoever the Son will reveal him :" and from the language of 
Peter, "Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee,** 
which is equivalent to a regular syllogistic inference, that because 
Christ knew all things, he therefore knew that Peter loved him; 
but it is evident that Peter would have been a bad logician, if he 
had used the word "all" in th!ia passage in a restricted sense, as he 
could not have inferred frcMt Christ's knowing some things, that he 
knew that Peter loved hitn, in as much as this fact might have been 
among the some things which, on this supposition, Christ did not 
know. The " all things," therefore, in the language of Peter, must 
mean "all things'* in an absolute and unrestricted sense ; otherwise 
his argument would be 'bad logic. To reconcile these declarations, 
therefore, of the omniscience of Christ with Ma^k xiii. 32, I am 
obliged to consider the latter passage as a positive and affirmative 
proof that Christ possessed a true human mind ; and I will not sub- 
mit to be placed on the defensive, in reference to this text, as I re- 
gard it as 9l necessary aJjUrmative proof of pari of my second proposition. 
' Ad to the passage thrown up against me in I John v. 7, " There 
are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the 
Holy Ghost, and these three are one," I beg to ask. What right 
had Mr. Porter \o bring it forward? Did I quote this text as an 
argument, amongst the passages to which 1 yesterday referred ? 
Certainly not : and surely Mr. Porter had no right to criticise any 
passage as an argument on my side, unless what I have actually ad- 
vanced. But as he has asserted that this text is an interpolation, I 
call upon him to bring forward, in detail, the proofs by which he 
supports this assertion. 

Mr. Porter has rested some of his arguments upon an assumption, 
that I hold it as a principle, that the word Father, in Scripture, id 
always used in the sense of Creator. I beg to say, that I have 
ifoadeno such assertion. What I believe, in reference to this sub- 
ject, is, that in several passages the term " Father" is unquestionably 
Used in' the sense of ^' Creator ;" as, for instance, in Mal. ii. 10: 
^Haveivenot all one Father? hath not one God created us?" 
I sdso believe, that the term Father is used to designate what we 
term the First Person of the Trinity, as the Father of Christ, which 
he is in a vastly diflTerent sense from that in which he is the Father 
of Christians. There is a remarkable combination of these two 
senses of the term Father in John xx. 17, in which Christ says: "I 
ascend unto my Father and your Father, and unto my God and your 
God." He does not say, " I ascend unto our Father and our God;" 
but he uses language which clearly marks the distinction whicti 
there is in the import of the terms which he employs, when applied 
to himself and' to his people. I therefore infer, that th& tfit.\&. 

L 



82 

''Father*^ is used^ in .Scriptare^ in two senses: it is applied to the 
Father of Christians, and to f he Father of Christ. 

.^\s to the wise declaration which Mr. Porter made in his last 
speech, thc^t '* he would not answer Mr. Bagot's criticisms, because 
his most strenuous exertions would fail to produce conviction ;" this 
was a very good reason^ indeed ; and I beg to express my obligations 
to him for it, and to assure him that I perfectly concur with him in 
recogpdising the validity of the reason which it assigns ! 

I stated yesterday, that the Scriptures speak of Christ in three 
points of view ; as Mediator — as perfect man — and as perfect God. 
As Mediator, I believe that he is subordinate to the Father, who 
sustains the higher office ; and I now wish to advance a few addi- 
tional proofs of his mediatorial subordination. These you will find 
in Rom. xv. 6, 6; 2 Cor. i. 3 ; xi. 31 ; Eph. i. 3 ; Col. i. 3 ; 
1 Thess. i. 3 — 9 ; 1 Pet. i. 3. On examining these passages at your 
leisure, you will find that they all prove satisfactorily the mediatorial 
subordination of Christ to the Father. I wish, however, to make a 
remark iipon one or two of them. 

In 1 Tress, i. 9, we read of Christians ''turning to God from 
idols, to serve the living and true God.'' Now it is easy to show, 
from a comparison of this text with other parts of Scripture, that 
Chrifift is " the living and true God ;" for the eternal employment of 
the glorified saints is represented in Rev. xxii. 3, as " serving. God 
and the Lamb f and the Father has given this command, in refe- 
rence to Christ, which is recorded in Heb. i. 6, " Let all the angels 
of God worship him.'' Now, unless Mr. Porter allow, that Chris- 
tianity has done nothing more than turn men from one system of 
idolatry to another, it must follow, from these texts, that Christ is the 
living and true God, 

Again: I would remark, in reference to 2 Cor. i. 3, — ''Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ," — that it proves 
the Deity of the Holy Ghost ; for we read, in Luke i. 35, '• The 
Holy Ghost shall coitib upon thee, and the power of the Highest 
shall overshadow thee ; there/ore also that holy thing which shall be 
bom of thee, shall be called the Son of God." Hence it is evident 
that the Holy Ghost is the Father of the Son of God ; and, conse. 
quently, is God. 

Mr. Porter has again referred to the Lord's Ftayer, upon which 
I have already commented ; and must now revert to it, in order to cor- 
rect a misapprehension into which he has fiJlen. He seemed to think 
that I spoke of that prayer as if it was to be exclusively ofifered up 
to Christ. I certainly hold no such opinion. I believe, that the 
words " Our Father" are a general designation of the Divine Being 
— Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. And I beg leave again to say, 
that I do not consider it necessary to deny the true Deity of the 
Father, as a preliminary to proving the true Deity of Christ 

In reference to Matt. vi. 14, — "For if ye forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you,"— which Mr, 
Porter quoted in order to prove the Deity of the Father, I beg to 
remark, that it establishes a principle by which the Deity of the Son 
necessarily follows, as the Son also exercises the same divine prero- 
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gaHve of forgiving sins, as is asserted in Col. iii. 13 : " Forbearing 
one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrS 
against any ; even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye." 

I must now refer to the mode by which Mr. Porter endeavoured 
to obviate the argument for the Deity of Christ, which I derived 
from John xiv. 14 : " If ye shall ask any thing in my name, / will 
do iV' — He produced the declaration of Christ, in John xvi. 23 : 
** Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my name, he will give it you;" 
and he told us with the most perfect composure, that the latter passage 
explains the former, so as to bring it into consistency with his views ! 
I should be anxious to know on what principle the latter text ex- 
plains the former? Does Mr. Porter apply to the interpretation of 
Scripture, some principle of criticism similar to that by which posi- 
tive and negative quantities in algebraic computations destroy and 
neutralize each other ? Does he place the sign of plw before one 
passage, and of minus before another; and then, by an algebraic 
ealcukition, neutralize the one by the other P For my part, I believe 
the two declarations contained in these two portions of the word of 
God. I believe that the Father will give what the Christian prays 
for in the name of Christ ; and I also believe that Christ will give 
what the Christian prays for : for I believe that '' what things soever 
the Father doeth, the same doeth the Son likewise/' John v. 19. 
And I would not wish to apply the principle which Mr. Porter has 
adopted, of neutralizing Scripture, by a rule similar to that by which 
positive and negative quantities in algebra destroy each other. 

Mr. Porter has laid great stress upon the fact, that Christ prayed 
to the Father only, whilst he was upon earth. I answer. Is there 
DOC a sufficiency of Scripture evidence, to demonstrate the duty of 
praying to Christ P did not Stephen prav to him in his dying hour? 
did not the Apostle Paul pray to him thrice, to be delivered from 
the thorn in the flesh P and were not Christians designated as those 
who called upon the name of Christ P— Does Mr. Porter require of 
me to produce evidence of Christ's praying to himself! Surely this 
is manifestly one of those duties, in support of which he could not 
leave his own example. In many points, the example of Christ, 
considered as a model for our moral imitation, was defective : he did 
not leave the example of being a good husband or a good father ; 
and, from the nature of the thing, he could not leave us an example 
of praying to himself: it were absurd to expect it. We must ob- 
viously look to the conduct of the apostles and disciples, as recorded 
in the rest of Scripture, for practical evidence in support of this 
duty. 

The next passage' which Mr. Porter quoted, was John xi. 41 : 
''Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said. Father, I thank thee that thou 
hast heard me." — But this, however, is not a prayer for ability, to 
perform the miracle of raising Lazarus ; and the words which follow 
in the.42d verse explain the object of the Saviour in this address: 
'< And I knew that thou hearest me always : but because of the people 
which stand by, I said It, that they may believe that thou hast sent 
me.'' Mr. Porter has asked the following question, upon which he 
seemed to lay c(msiderable stress: *' If Christ be God, why sliould 



he have prayed at all P'' — I answer this question bT sioiDiy proposing 
another: "If Christ was man, why should he nave liy^ withool 
prayer ?" 

He next referred to John xv. 26, in which Christ says to his 
disciples, " I will pray the Father, and he will send you another 
Comforter." — But this passage only supplies me with part of the 
argument, by which I prove, that the Father and the Son are one, 
in the act of sending the Spirit to the church : the remainder of the 
argument, which attributes the exercise of the same prerogative to 
Christ, occurs in John xv. 26, " When the Comforter is come, whom 
I will send unto you from the Father." 

I shall now direct your attention to the prayer of our Saviour, , 
which is recorded in the 17th chapter of John, which Mr. Porter 
evidently regards as supplying him with irrefragable arguments 
against the doctrioe of the Deity of Christ. This prayer, however^ 
was presented to the Father in " the days of his flesh," and is easily 
accounted for by (he official station which the Redeemer occupied 
as the great High Priest of his people's profession. It was customary 
for the High Priest, immediately before the great day of atonement^ 
to offer up a solemn prayer to (jod— first, for himself; secondly, for 
the sons of Aaron, wno were joined with him in the priesthood ; 
and, thirdly, for the entire congregation o( the people. If you examine 
this prayer of Christ's, you will find an exact correspondence with 
this arrangement. From verse I to 5, he prays for himself ; from 
Terse 6 to 19, he prays for the Apostles, who were, in a subordinate 
aense, united with him in the great office of preaching the Gospel ; 
and from verse 20 to the end, he prays for nis whole church : and 
the time when he offered up this prayer was immediately before that 
solemn hour, in which he offered himself without spot to God, and 
it was uttered by him in his official character as our great High 
Priest. 

I shall now refer to some parts of this prayer, in order to show 
that the language it contains is totally inconsistent with the condi- 
tion of a creature. In the first verse, he prays in these remarkable 
words: "Father, glorify thy Son, that toy Son also may glorify 
thee." Now, imagine a creature presenting such a prayer as this— ^ 
asking his Creator to glorify him, in order that he miglU glorify his 
Creator! Imagine, for instance, Gabriel himself, who stands upon 
a lofty elevation within the sunshine of the eternal throne, adopting 
such language in prayer to that Being who imparts to him all that 
seraphic intelligence which gives emphasis and vigour to the anthem 
in which he celebrates the matchless glory of his Creator ! Nor is the 
language which occurs in the fifth verse more consistent with the 
character and condition of a creature: ''And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was." In this passage, Christ takes a retrospective 
Tiew of the glory which he had with the Father before the creation 
of the world, in terms which prove that his glory was precis^ the 
9ame as the glory of the Father ; and he takes a jKrospe^H m^K^ of 
the glory which be should resume when the period of his official 
subordination had expired. Now, I ask, does this verse contain 
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the laii^uage of a cveatofe P Could a creatare pray to hU Created 
to glorify him in this way P Alas ! alas 1 Sarely, if we calculate 
the distance which, exists between the lowest and the highest created 
being, that distance is but a speck when contrasted with th« unine&. 
sored interval which there is between the highest created being and 
the Lord of hosts ! — and surely an humbler style of address would 
suit the dependence and inferiority of any created intelligence, no 
matter how exalted ! 

I now direct your attention to the 10th verse: "And all mine 
are thine, and thine are mine/'— -Mark the emphasis of this declara- 
tion : all that belongs to the Father, belongs also to the Son > and 
all which belongs to the Son, belongs also to the Father. Now, 
again, imagine a created being adopting suph an assertion as this, in 
prayer to Jehovah — " All mine are thine, and thine are mine ;*'-«-an 
assertion which implies that there is a reciprocity of interest, and a 
mutual possession of property, between the father and the Son ; and 
this necessarily results from the fact, that the Father and the Son 
are t>ne God, in consequence of which there is this mutual proprie- 
torship between them. And here I lay down this general position; 
that although the New Testament contains abundant proofs of the 
official subordination of Christ to the Father ; yet these proofs ar6 
intermixed with statements which leads us up to a recognition of hid 
Deity, like so many bright and lucid spots emanating from the 
eclipsed splendour of his Divinity, and bursting through the opposing 
vail of that humanity in which he tabernacled amongst men. This 
chapter contains several of these lucid points, which serve as indices 
to conduct us to a contemplation of a higher glory than the Saviour 
manifested here below. Look, for further example, to the 24th verse, 
in which he does not say, ** Father, I pray,** or " Father, I entreat ;** 
but he says, in language which simply contains a declaration of his 
mirpose and intention : " Father, I will that they also whom thou 
nast given me, be with me where I am, that they may behold the 
glory which thou hast given me.'* Surely such a style of address as 
this would be blasphemy and presumption of the blackest dye, in 
the mouth of a merely created being, and such as would excite the 
astonishment of even Satan himself! And how could Christ have 
adopted this language, if he did not possess an authority and a power 
which was one with the Father's, and independent of all superior 
control? This allusion of Mr. Porter*s to the 17th of John was 
most unfortunate for his cause. I admit that Christ did pray, and 
I admit that this proves his inferiority, so far as his humanity is 
cofuemed; yet, even in this prayer, there are several intimations 
interspersed, which, as I have already shown, leads us up to a con- 
templation of a higher glory. 

But, in connexion with this chapter which I have been consider- 
ing, Mr^ Porter has asked. Why did Christ pray to the Father to give 
him glory, since, if he was God, he could not acquire more glory 
than be sdready possessed P I ask, in reply. What does the Psalm- 
ist mean, when he says, in Psalm xix. ** The heavens declare the 
glory of God P'' I ask, If the Father is God, possessing an immense 
and immeasurable expanse of glorv— a glory commensurate with. 
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kifinity and everlaatiiig aa eternity, how could creatioii add to tbe 
glory of the supreme and eyerlasting God P And yet creatioii does 
give glory to God, The glory, therefore, for which the Saviour 
prayed was this— that the glory of being the Saviour and Redeemer 
might be superadded to his previous glory of being the Creator and 
Preserver or men ; so that now all glory, moral and natural, might 
be concentrated into one great mass, so as to form an amplitude of 
splendour, which would command the homage of the intelligent 
creation of God! 

Mr. Porter next referred to John xii. 27 : " Now is my soul 
troubled, and what sh&dl I say ? Father, save me from this hour : 
but for tills cause, came I unto this hour." — I see no difficulty what- 
ever in this text, when I recollect what Isauh said, that Christ 
should make his soul an offering for sin ; for when we speak of the 
atonement of the Saviour, we should not restrict our views to the 
offering of his body upon Calvary, but should take into account the 
agonies of his 9aui, which he endured in the garden of Gethsemane. 
But does it militate against his Deity, to say that his soul was trou- 
bled P Do we not read in Scripture, that God i%jrieved and anfrif 
with the wicked every day? and is it not as difficult to reconcile 
these statements with the Deity of the Father, as to reconcile the 
passage under consideration with the Deity of the Son P But if 
Christ be the highest superangelic being, I ask. How could his soul 
be troubled P And whatever answer Mr, Porter will give to thi», 
will supply me with a solution of whatever difficulty he thinks is 
connected with the Deity of Christ by this text. 

Mr. Porter referred to the fact of an angePs having strengthened 
Christ in the earden. I reply, that, if he argues that this circum- 
stance proves him to be inferior to the Father, it also proves him to be 
inferior to the angel who strengthened him ; for how could a super- 
angelic being be strengthened by a being inferior to himself P 

Mr. Porter informed us yesterday, that he did not believe in the 
mere humanity of Christ ; and he also argued against the Deity of 
Christ, on the ground that Matthew, who was associated with 
him during his public ministry, never once mentioned bis Deity. I 
b^ to remark, in reply to this, that Matthew never once asserted 
or gave the slightest intimation of Christ's having been a superi 
gdic being; so that, if Matthew's asserting one thing or the ot 
be of consequence to the argument, we must admit that he taught 
the lowest Humanitarianism ; for, even after the most remarkable of 
all the miracles which Christ performed, the exclamation of* the dis- 
ciples was, ** What manner of man is this, that even the n^ods and 
the sea obey him V* And, in short, if we admit that any of the 
Evangelists are silent in reference to the Deity of Christ, and deduce 
an argument from their silence, it most be in favour of that doctrine 
which teaches that Christ was a mere man. 

Mr. Porter has adduced tbe prayers which Christ offered up to 
his Father on the cross, as evidences of the Deity of the Father 
exclusively. These prayers are recorded in Luke xxiii. 34 : ^* Fa^ 
ther, forgive them, for they know not what they do;" and in ver. 46: 
*' Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.'' But I beg to refer 
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him to two similar prayers/ offered up by Stephen to the Savtoor 
himself; in Acts vii. 69 : ''Lord Jeeus^ receive my spirit ;'' and ver. 60 : 
" Lord, lay not this sin to their charg^e/' And I argue, that Christ 
must have possessed the same ability to forgive sins, and to receive 
the soul of Stephen, as he himself attributed to the Father. We 
should consider also that Stephen was full of the Holy Ghost, when 
he ascribed to Christ the very same prerogatives, offered up the very 
same prayers, in the very same language, as Christ asci^ihed and ad- 
dressed to his Father on the cross. Let Mr. Porter now take his 
choice, whether to believe that Stephen or Christ was the idolater 
on these occasions. 

Mr. Porter has presented before our view a beautiful description 
of the Saviour's conduct whilst on earth, and has asked, whether it 
Was such as the eternal and blessed God would adopt ? To this 
Question I reply, that the line of conduct which the Saviour pursued^ 
the phraseology which he employed, and the manner in which he 
appeared before the view of men, were such as a man should adopt, 
and as a human creature would naturally assume. I believe that, 
when God was manifest in the flesh, and assumed the body of a man, 
he naturally acted so far according to the faculties of a man. It is 
wretched to be obliged to advert to such arguments as these, which 
prove nothing; unless that they give me an opportunity to illustrate 
my positive and affirmative sentiments, in reference to the humanity 
and mediatorial character of Christ. 

Mr. Porter has asserted in argument, that Christ taught his dis- 
ciples to confine their worship to the Father. This I deny ; because 
he taught no such thing. He taught them to pray to the Father ; 
bat he did not teach them to direct their worship to the Father only. 
If worship should be confined to the Father, to the exclusion of the 
Son, Stephen must have died in an act of idolatry ; the angels in 
heaven are guilty of the sap^e sin; and also the Apostle Paul; for he 
prayed, not only once, but three times, to Christ ; and, if he had not 
been well persuaded of his Divinity, surely, when he had received 
no answer to the first or second petition, he would not have prayed 
a second or a third time ; but would have had recourse to a higher 
power. But Paul prayed to Christ three times, and at length re* 
eeived this gracious reply: ''My grace is sufficient for thee, my 
strength is perfected in weakness.'' From all this I infer, that Christ 
did not direct his disciples to pray to the Father only. But it is not 
my object to prove, that Christians should not worship or pray to the 
Father : my doctrine is, "that all men should honour the Son, even 
as they honour the Father." In heaven, as we are told in Rev. v. 
12 to 14, the saints and angels worship the Saviour. And I would 
say to Mr. Porter, in conclusion. If you do not acknowledge the Lord 
Jesus Christ now, as the object of worship and adoration,— -and if 
you do not make him the object of your prayers now, you will be 
constrained to acknowledge the glory and Deity of his person in the 
world of spirits hereafter. And, oh ! what an intense gratification 
would it be to my mind, were I permitted to look forward, with pro. 
phetic eye, to that great and joyful day, when Christ shall have lifted 
up his elect to blessedness and immortality, and to contemplate 
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myself as standing side by side with Mr, Porter, joining with him, in 
hallowed and grateful competition, in singing the anthem of the 
redeemed : *' Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
bis own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
our Father, to him be glory and dominion, for ever and ever. Amen 1'' 



Mb. porter. — ^Before I commence my concluding observa- 
tions, I wish to put Mr. Bagot a question, which I have a right 
to ask according to the rules, and to which I expect to receive an 
answer. In the course of my addresses this day and yesterday, I 
repeatedly characterized 1 John v. 7 — the text concerning "the three 
heavenly witnesses," as they are designated— as an interpolation, a 
forgery and an imposture, Mr. Bagot has called on me to give in de- 
tail my proofs for that assertion. I now ask him. Does he deny rr? 

Mr. bagot. — I am not bound to answer that, because I did not 
quote that jtext on my side of the question, in this discussion. If I 
quoted that text in my classification of proofs, I would then consider 
myself bound to answer the question. But, as Mr. Porter has brought 
that text before the meeting, declaring it to be an interpolation, I 
have a right still to challenge him to the production of the proofs 
in detail, by which he justifies his opinion of the text in question. 

Mr. Porter. — Mr. Bagot having answered my question with 
his usual explicitness, I shall merely say, that I brought that text 
forward so pointedly, because this discussion arose out of a challenge 
given by Mr. Bagot to all Unitarians, to answer his (in his opinion) 
unanswerable pamphlet. This challenge I took up ; or rather for 
reasons already assigned, I declined to take up in his way, perfprm- 
ing a different mode. It was out of that '' Abstract,^' that th& 
present discussion originated. In this '' Abstract,'^ which I hold in 
my hand, I find a reference to 1 John v. 7, in the very first para- 
graph of the first page, and in the first line which contains scriptural 
quotations. After this plain statement, which it is impossible to deny, 
— for the correspondence is in print before the public, — Heave it for 
you to decide, whether I asked an improper or irrelevant question. 

Mr. Bagot, in his la^t speech, has had recourse to his usual mode 
of interpreting Scripture. He tells you that in the Lord's Prayer^ 
the word our Father means the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Re- 
specting which, I shall only say, if such were the meaning that our 
Lord intended to convey, it would have been well had Mr. Bagot 
been present to assist him in mending his phraseology. 

Mr. Bagot, in the course of some strong observations concerning 
that text, "Father I I will that they may be with me," has introduced 
the name of Satan in connexion with that of Christ, in a way which 
I shall not characterize, as I shall certainly not imitate. It mast be 
obvious to any person who reads that prayer, even with common 
attention, that the phrase " I wiW means, in this passage, the same 
as / wish, desire, ox pray ; and from the connexion in which the words 
occur, they can have no. other meaning. — I turp^ however, from such 
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particular inataDces, to make some general remarks on Mr. Bagot's 
mode of conducting his argument. 

J vm not a prophet, nor the son of a prophet ; but a Dissenting 
Minister, the son of a Dissenting Minister : yet having been, at one 
time of my life, addicted to the study of theology, I have made my. 
self, in some degree, acquainted with the general outline of the 
reasonings that are put forward in defence of their respective doc^ 
trines, by the leading sects of the Christian world ; and therefore I 
was able to foresee with tolerable distinctness, and to foretel with 
some degree of accuracy, the line of argument which my reverend 
opponent would of necessity feel himself obliged to adopt. I was able 
to tell you beforehand, that the scriptural passages to which he would 
refer you for proof of the Proper Deity of the Word, would not be plain, 
downright assertions of the fact, or declarations of two natures, ex. 
isting in one person ; and thus composing, or compounding, or in 
some way making up, what he has elsewhere most unscrlptu rally de. 
nominated the complex person of the Mediator, I knew well enough 
such declarations were not to be had ; and therefore I knew, that 
Mr. Bagot would be obliged to hunt out his doctrine by innuendos 
and inferences, and bits and scraps, and far-fetched allusions, and 
unnatural juxtapositions. And I now repeat, what I yesterday ar- 
gued in form, that these deductions, or inductions, or conclusions, 
are insufficient proofs of a doctrine, which, \f true, would have been 
revealed ; and, if revealed, would not have been left to he sought 
after and hunted out in the manner described. If triie, it would 
have been plainly BinXed in Scripture, and especially by the writers 
of the New Testament ; for^ that they who knew our Lord, and loved 
him while he was on the earth, should have observed a mysterious 
sil^Qce respecting his supposed Deity, is to me inconceivable and 
incredible. 

The manner in which Mr. Bagot repeated, or rather pan^otted, 
the texts which he quoted in his speech of yesterday, (with a rapidity 
and volubility which, as they are not his usual ^tyle of delivery, 
struck me as being neither particularly fair towards his opponent, 
nor respectful to his auditory, nor reverent to the very serious and 
important subject before him,) as it renders it difficult for me to foU 
low him through the whole detail of his arguments, so it happily 
renders the task less necessary. It is not likely that statements re. 
peated, or rather parrotted, so fast, that the mind could scarcely fol. 
low them, even wnen strained to the utmost intensity of exertion, — 
it is not likely that they can have tended much to strengthen con- 
viction in those who were before convinced, or to produce it in 
quarters where doubt or hesitation prevailed. Such a mode of get. 
ting through the discussion may, indeed, enable him to parade a for- 
midable array of texts before the eye in the printed report ; but it is 
utterly useless as a means of producing any impression upon the 
persons who have come hither in the hope of hearing a serious ques. 
tion seriously debated, in a calm and ra^tona/ manner. I venture to 
affirm, that, for all the purpose^ of discussion and debate, he might 
as well have given the greater part of the texts adduced in the last 
hour of his harangue in the original Hebrew or Greek. Such an 
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ajrtifioe, I must beg leave to tell him, is unworthy of him. He ought 
to be above it. 

Some of his statements, however, were of such a nature, that they 
demand a short notice in reply. 

Mr. Bagot laid it down as a principle, that a mediator between 
two parties who are at variance, must of necessity be inferior to one 
of them. Hence, in his whole mediatorial undertaking, he admits 
that Christ the Son was inferior to the Father. But this inferiority, 
he maintains, was only official; that is, while he acted in this 
capacity as subordinate to the Father, he was at the same time on an 
exact equality with him in natural and inherent dignity. Now, I 
stop not to inquire where he has learned this distinction betweeii 
natural and official dignity. I wish to turn your attention to an in- 
ference which Mr. Bagot deduced from this fanciful distinction. He 
told us that, as the New Testament contained the history of our 
Lord's mediatorial undertaking, it was natural that it should abound 
with declarations of his inferiority to the Father. Now, to my mind, 
the inference would be precisely the reverse. In writing the history of 
any illustrious personage, who for a time travelled incognito, and in 
that state was exposed to various accidents, injuries, and insults, 
which would never otherwise have befallen him, — and especially if 
any doubt had been entertained whether he were really the important 
personage whom some alleged that he was, — the historian, as a matter 
of course, would be led, at every turn of his narrative, to make strong 
and pointed allusions to the dignity of his hero, and to excite our 
admiration of the patience with which the sovereign endured the ill 
treatment that was heaped upon him by his subjects, who were un- 
acquainted with him in his assumed disguise. For proof of this, I 
could refer you to every narrative of a similar adventure; — from the 
II Bondocani of the Arabian Tales, to the travels of Chahlbs I. and 
Buckingham to the court of Madrid. Now, my friends, as the ar- 
gument of Mr. Bagot assumes, that these allusions to the inherent 
aignity of Jesus do not abound in the New Testament, while asser- 
tions and affirmations of his absolute inferiority do abound, I say, 
Ihat simple fact proves that our Lord's followers knew nothing of him 
in that nigher natural character which Mr. Bagot claims for him. 
I thank him, therefore, for the admission, that such is the state of 
the evidence to be gathered from the Evangelists ; and I make him 
a present of the argument which he has built upon it. 

But, after all, where has Mr. Bagot learned this assumed distinc- 
tion between the mediatorial and the personal character of our Lord P 
Where is it written in the New Testament, that Christ, as God, is 
equal to the Father ; as Man, he is inferior to the Father ; as God 
and Man united in his mediatorial character, he is officially subor- 
dinate, but personally equal to him P No where is it thus written. 
It is an idea which never entered into the minds of the Writers of 
the Sacred Volume, and of which they have not given the slightest 
bint. It is an idea full of absurdity and self-contradiction ; for how 
could the unchangeable Being, who presides over the world, divest 
himself of his inherent glory, and become, for a time, inferior to an- 
other person, to whom, it is supposed, he was in all respects equal 
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and identical f This would be to suppose a being to preside over 
the universe, whose nature is mutable, and in whom, by consequence, 
his creatures could repose no confidence. 

It would be an idle task to attempt to pursue Mr. Bagot through 
that mazy labyrinth in which he entangled himself, his subject, and 
his auditors. I feel perfectly assured, that, so far as the mere effect 
of his spoken address is concerned, it would be a waste of time and 
breath to answer arguments sei'iatim, which could not be individually 
effective, because they could not be individually understood. I 
shall, therefore, classify them into groups, and deal with them col- 
lectively. 

In the front were paraded some passages, in which, as Mr. Bagot 
asserted, the names and titles of the Supreme Being are ascribed to 
Christ. 

The first argument was drawn from the term Imm anuel, found in 
IsA. vii. 14, and applied to our Saviour in Matt. i. 23. To under, 
stand the perfect emptiness of this argument, it is only necessary to 
read the passage in Isaiah with its context; which I shall do from 
the version of Bishop Lowth, as being much more accurate than 
that contained in King James' translation. ^ 

Chap. VII. 

I. lo the days of Ahaz, the son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judab, 
Retsin, king of Syria, and Pekab, the son of Remaliab, king of Israel, came 

3. up against Jerusalem to besiege it: but they could not overcome it. And 
when it was told to the house of David, tiiat Syria was supported by Eph- 
raim, the heart of the king and the heart of his people was. moved, as the 

3. trees of the forest are moved before the wind. And Ji^hovab said to Isaiah, 
Go out now to meet Ahaz ; thou, and Sheaijashub, thy son, at the end of the 

4. aqueduct of Uie upper pool, at the causeway of tliuB Fuller's field. And thou 
Shalt say unto him. 

Take heed, and be still : fear not, neither let thy heart be Cunt, 

Because of the two tails of these smoking firebrands ; 

For the fierce wrath of Retsin, and of the son of Remaliab. i 

5. Because Syria hath devised evil against thee, 
Ephraim, and the son of Remaliab, saying, 

6. ''Let OS go up against Judah, and harrass it ; 
And let us rend off a part of it for ourselves; 
And let us set a king to reign m the midst of it, 
Even the son of Tabeal !" ' 

7. Thus saith the Lord Jehovah : 

It shall not stand, neither shall it be. '^ 

8. Though the head of Syria be Damascus, 
And the head of Damascus Retsin, 
Yet within threescore and five years 

Ephraim' shaU be broken, that he be no more a people ; .^ 

9. Though the head of Ephraim be Samaria, 
And the head of Samaria Remaliah's son ; 

If ye believe not in me, ye shall not be established. 

10. And Jehovah spake yet again to Ahaz, saying, 

II. Ask thee a sign firom Jehovah thy God ; 

Go deep to the grave ! or high to the heaven above ! 

13. And Ahaz said, I will not ask, neither will I tempt Jehovah. And he said^. 

13. Bear ye now, O house of David : 

Is it a small thing for you to weary men. 
That ye should weary my God also? 



92 

14. Therefore Jbhovah himielfthaU giTe you a sign: 
Behold, the virgin conceiveth, and beareth a son, 
And she shall call his name Immanutl. 

15. Butter and honey shall be eat. 

When he shall know to refuse what is evil, and choose what is good*: 

16. . For before this child shall know 

To refuse the evil, and to choose the good. 

The land shall become desolate 

Bj whose two kings thou art distressed. - 

Now, my friends, is it not matiirest, that the birth of Immanubl was 
to be a sign to Ahaz of returning prosperity, which was to occnr, 
and did occur, in his own dayF It was for this reason, that the 
child thus promised, and given as a token of divine protection, was 
named Immanuel (*' God wiHk us*') because his birth was an earnest 
and pledge that Jehovah was with his people. But the name no 
more implies the Deity of the promised infant, than Mr. Bagot's 
name of Darnel proves him to be " God biy Judge/'' whicl^ is its 
literal English ; or than mine of John proves me to be "the merciful 
Jehovah !" It is manifest from the passages themselves, that the 
name is applied to our Lord by the evangelist, in the same sense in 
which it was previously given to the child Immanuel^ who was bom 
in the reign of Ahaz, because our Saviour's birth also was a pledge 
and sign of the favour of God to his people. 

It is unnecessary for me to enter into any detailed examination 
of Is A. ix. 6j, because Mr. Bagot himself admitted — what his par- 
tizans are generally very reluctant to allow— that this passage is 
connected in the nartative with that in the 7th chapter, and applies 
to the same person. Now, as the former indubitably refers, in the book 
of Isaiah, to the child whose birth was a sign to Ahaz, and took 
place in his reign; it follows that the latter, viz, Isaiah ix. 6, does 
not apply to our Saviour. In perfect accordance with this statement, 
it will be found, that this passage is never quoted as a prophecy, 
nor even in any way applied to our Lord in the New Testament 
It would be easy to show, that titles and names (for the verse of IsA. 
ix. 6, is nothing but a name J just as lofty as any which here occur, 
are bestowed in the Old Testament,, on various personages of dis- 
tinction. But this is rendered unnecessary by Mr. Bagot's ad- 
mission, that the two passages in Isa. vii. 14^ and Isa. ix. 6, refer 
to the same individual. 

Another passage on which Mr. Bagot laid much stress, on this 
as on former occasions, is John i. 1, '* In the beginning was the word, 
and the word was with God, and the word was God. The same was 
in the beginning with God, All things were made by him, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made.'* — My Rev. opponent 
acts wisely in putting this passage prominently forward in defence 
of his proposition ; for this passage, and its continuation in the 14th 
verse, affbrd the only instances in which the term " Word,** which he 
imagines to be the proper name ot the divine nature of Christ, is 
supposed to be applied to our Lord at all. For you may observe, 
— if you could attend to the voluble muster-roll of texts that, were 
yesterday poured forth like a torrent into our^ears, — in not one of 
them, save these now before us> did the phrase occur> on which Mr. 
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Bagot lays so much stress. Strange that the only correct phraseo- 
logy for describing the most important and fandamental doctrine of 
the Bible^ should be found but in one solitary context^ from Gbnbsis 
to Rbvelahon ! Stranfi;e that the Sacred Writers knew so little 
about the language which they ought to employ, for expressing their 
own doctrines, or, rather, the heaven-taught doctrines which they 
were commissioned to record ! Pity that some champion of modem 
orthodoxy had not been at their elbow as they wrote, to correct the 
inaccuracies of their style, and to instruct them in the phraseology 
which it was proper to employ ! 

On this passage of Scripture, however, now before us, it is worthy 
of remark, that several learned men have been of opinion, that by 
the '* Wifrd** we are not here to understand the person of Christ, but 
the wisdom of God which dwelt in him. 

But, leaving this observation out of view altogether, and allowing 
the common translation to stand unaltered, the phrase, " The Word 
was God,** no more proves his Supreme Deity than the language, 
^ This is my body, this is my blood," proves the doctrine of Transub- 
stantiation : ana as all Protestants think themselves justified in ex- 
plaining the latter phrase to mean, ** This represents my body and 
my blood,'' because the sense of the passage and the nature of 
things require it ; so are we bound to explain the last clause of this 
1st verse of John in a similar sense, if we would avoid fastening on 
them a contradiction and an absurdity. Let it be observed, that 
although the same word, God, occurs twice in this ver^e, the phrase 
is not the same in the original. In the first instance, the noun has 
the emphatic article which limits its signification, so that it can 
denote no other than the Supreme Being. In the latter instance, it 
stands alone ; and, of cotirise, may be construed in a wider sense — in 
a sense similar to that in which it is so often applied to Judges, 
Prophets, and Magistrates ;— as in £xo]>. vii. 1, where it is given to 
Moses ; in Exod. xxi. 6, where, in the original, it is given to the 
ordinary civil Judges ; in 1 Sam. ii. 25, " If one man sin against 
another, the Judge (Heb. the God J diall judge him;" 1 Sam. xxviii. 
13, "1 saw Gods (literally, a god J coming up out of the earth.'* It 
is freely allowed, that in sJl these instances the context and circum- 
stances of the case sufficiently show that the Supreme Deity is not 
meant : and the same, I do contend, is the case in the verse before 
US ; for when it is affirmed in the clause preceding, that the Word 
was with the true Got/,-— and the same declaration is repeated in the 
clause which follows, — how can we, without violating the first prin- 
ciples of criticism, for one moment imagine, that the Word ia the 
same God with whom he is P— the more especially, when the suppres- 
sion of the article in the second clause manifestly marks the transi- 
tion from the particular to the more general signification of the term 
God I And this conclusion is rendered still more imperative when 
we read, in the dd verse, that the creation effected by Christ (whe- 
ther moral or material, is nothing to the purpose) was effected by him 
as an instrument in the hands of the Most High ; for here, as else- 
where, and in all the passages where creation is ascribed to Christ, 
it is said to have been effected by him, t. e. through or by means of 
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him ; such being the proper meaning of the phrase, M with a geni- 
tive, not M. 

I know it wni be liaid, as it has been said, in opposition to this 
view of John i. 1, that it is incorrect to argue for any distinction 
l>etween the meaning of the word -God in the two claases, founded on 
the absence of the article in the second instance ; since, in the latter 
clause, the term occurs in the predicate of a proposition, of which the 
subject has the article ; and, tnerefore, as we are told, according to 
the Greek idiom, does not admit of its insertion. To show, however^ 
that the Greek language does admit of the construction in question, 
I adduce the following passage from the writings of- Eusebius, a 
Greek himself, who spoke the Greek language vernacularly, and 
wrote for those who spoke it — who was a man of high rank in the 
court and confidence of the Emperor Constantine, and was also 
Bishop of Nicomedia; one of the prelates who sat at the Council of 
Nice, and one of the most learned of all the ancient Fathers. This 
eminent individual says, upon the passage now before us : " The 
Evangelist clearly indicates the nature of the Word, by subjoining 
xa/ 4tbg iv o A^o;> [and the Word was a god,] although he might 
have said, xa/ 6 ®ihg h o A6yog, [and the Word was the God,] with 
the addition of the article, [before 0s6g, in the Greek,] if be had 
thought that the Father and the Son are one and the same, and that 
the Son is God over all.'' 

Such is the opinion of the learned Eusebius. Let those who 
think Bishop Middleton a better Greek scholar, adhere to his au- 
thority ! 

Another text on which Mr. Bagot seemed to lay considerable 
stress, is Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, where he says our Lord is called, " Jehovah 
our righteousness ;*' and this being a divine title, our Saviour must 
be God. Grant the inference ; and turn to Jer. xxxiii. 16, where we 
read : '' In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell 
safely ; and this is the name wherewith she shall he called, Jehovah 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS." Here, then, if there be any soundness in Mr. 
Bagot's logic in the former case, the city of Jerusalem is proved to 
be the Supreme Being. 

And here I cannot help recalling to your minds Mr. Bagot's decla- 
ration, that on this principle he would be ready to maintain the proper 
Deity of Isaiah and of Peter, if he found the same terms were 
applied to them in common with God, as he thinks is the case with 
respect to Christ and the Father. Now I hold him to the spirit of 
this declaration ; and t do so the more readily, because it will serve 
to show the force and cogency of those ingenious inferences which 
have been so much relied on in this discussion. 

In the passage from Isaiah which I read to you a few minutes 
since, we find (ver. 4) that it was Isaiah who spoke to Ahaz. But 
in a subsequent verse (10), it appears that it must have been God 
himself who uttered the words ; for we read there, that " Jehovah 
spake yet again to Ahaz," clearly implying that it was he who had 
spoken before. Here then the performance of the same act is ascribed 
to Isaiah and to Jehovah ; consequently, on Mr. Bagot's principle, 
Isaiah is Jehovah !. and he is bound to maintain his proper Deity ! 
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You will remember that Mr. Bagot> after showing that the term 
Saviour is applied to Christ in Scripture, referred to Isa. xliii. 11, 
" / am the Lord, and beside me there is no Saviour." The inference, 
— or deduction, — or conclusion is, that Christ is Jehovah : of course 
he has a proper Deity. But in Nehem. ix. 27, we read — 

And in the time of their trouble, when they (the children of Israel) cried unto thee, 
thou heardest them from heaven ; and, according to thy manifold mercies, thou garest 
them Saviours, who saved them out of the hand of their enemies. 

If there be any force or cogency in the former argument, all the per- 
sons who were Saviours to the children of Israel, must have been 
divine incarnations, and each possessed of a proper Deity of his oum ! 

Again, in Gen. xlviii. 21, Joseph says, " God will bring you out 
of this land." — But in Exod. xxxii. 7, '' The Lord said unto Moses, 
Go ! get thee down ! for thy people which thou broughtest out of 
the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves.'^ The same work is 
thus ascribed to Moses and to God ; and therefore Moses is perfect 
God and perfect man. 

The same inference follows much more strongly from Exod. 
XV. 26 ; — a passage which, I fearlessly assert, is more conclusive of 
the Divinity of Moses, than any that has been adduced in proof of 
the proper Deity of the Word : 

And HE [t. e. Moses] said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice of the 
Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right in his sight, and wilt give ear to his 
commandments, and keep all his statutes, I will put none of these diseases upon thee 
which I have brought upon the Egyptians : for I am the Lord tht God !^ 

Had such a declaration as this proceeded from the lips of Christ, 
how convincing a proof of his Supreme Deity it would have been 
held to be! Again we read in — 

Matt. xix. 4, 5. He who made them in the beginning, made them male and 
female ; and said, ** For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall 
deave to his wife ; and they twain shall be one flesh." 

"He who made them in the beginning undoubtedly was God ; and to 
him most distinctly is the sentiment ascribed by our Saviour. But 
we find in — 

Gen. ii. 23, 24. And Adam said, * * Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife ; and they shall be one flesh. 

Id this passage, the words are with equal distinctness attributed to 
Adam. Hence, by this " syllogism/* as Mr. Bagot would call it, 
Adam is identified with thb Supreme Being ! I leave it to your, 
selves to decide, wfiether this argument does not prove the proper 
Deity of Adam, as forcibly as many of those passages adduced by 
Mr. Bagot prove the proper Deity of the Word. 

In Exod. iii. 14, God said unto Moses, "I am that I am !" and 
in 1 Cor. xv. 10, the Apostle Paul says of himself, " By the grace 
of God, I AM THAT I AM." Thus the same thing is asserted of Paul, 
which is else^vhere spoken of Deity ; the clear inference being, that 
he. is God, if Mr. Bagot's mode of making out doctrines be correct. 

**All power is given unto me/* says Christ*: and this we are required 
to receive as a proof of his omnipotence. " I can do all things thco^i^ 
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a manifest confirmation of the former argument. 

'^Thoct knowest all things : ihou knowest that 1 love thee !** 
said Peter to our Saviour ; thus, as Mr. Bagot tells us, ascribing to 
him omniscience. And the Apostle John says, in his general Epistle 
to all Christians, " Ye have an unction from the Holy One, and know 
ALL things" (1 John ii. 20); so that all the members of the Church 
of Christ in the time of the Apostle, were incarnations of the Deity. 

Christ will judge the world : therefore, says Mr. Bagot, he is God- 
But the twelve Apostles are to judge the twelve tribes of Israel, ac- 
cording to our Saviour's own words in Matt. xix. 28. And the 
Apostle Paul declares, with express reference to the Church at 
Corinth, "The saints shall judge the world:** therefore they have also 
a proper Deity of their own ! 

Thus by Mr. Bagot's sublime logic, we find, that the city of Jeru* 
salem ii God, — and Adam is God, — and Moses is God, — and the 
Prophet Isaiah is God, — and the many Saviours of the people of 
Israel are God, — and the twelve Apostled are God, — and the mem- 
bers of the Church at Corinth are God,-^and all the Christians in 
the days of the Apostle John are God ! Mr. Bagot will, no doubt, 
be greatly obliged to me, for supplying whatever desire he might feel 
for additional persons in the Godhead. If I have not found out the 
two whom he named in that capacity, I have discovered one of them; 
and I hope he will dlow, that I have done my best to furnish him 
with a respectable number of substitutes for the other. Let Mr. 
Bagot go on : let him produce soipe more of his wire»drawn miet* 
ences; increase the number of these most logical deductions ad 
infinitum ; and then either admit, that all the persons referred to 
have each a proper Deity of his own ; — or else — have the openness 
and manliness to avow, that all his scriptural allusions, and inferences^ 
and fine-spun deductions, zxe but empty, flimsy sophisms, — not worth 

A RUSH ! 

Me. BAGOT.t-I wish to put to Mr. Porter two questions. 

Mr. porter.— The rules only allow the privilege of asking one, 
and I will answer no more. 

Mr. bagot. — ^Then I will propose my two questions in the form 
of one. 

Mr. PORTER. — If so, I shall answer only one of them. 

Mr. bagot.— I wish to ask Mr. Porter, whether I did not yester- 
day, at the close of the meeting, offer him a list of all the texts quoted 
in my address, which he declined? 

Mr. porter.— Most unquestionably you did : and I declined 
your offer, simply because it would have taken all the time between 
the dose of yesterday's proceedings, and the commencement of to« 
day's, to hunt out and compare so many references ; even without 
deducting any portion for sleep, and other necessary refreshment. 

Mr. bagot. — You may have them still, if you please. 

Mh. P0RT£R._I thank you; but I can do without them. 
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Mr. porter*-— My friends, saeh of y^ou as weve present yester- 
^hxy, win recollect that I brought forward several text8> embodying 
the main points of the Scriptore doctrine of religious worship. 

The first class of texts to which I adverted, as supporting my 
views on the subject, were those ia which Goo, tbb FATn^B, is 
represented by Jesue Christ as the only object o/reliyiofus €uioration» 

After adducing a number of examples containing the express 
declarations of our Saviour to this effect, I next adverted to a class 
of passages which proved that omr Saviour addressed his own prayers 
to God, the Father, only. 

From the influence which the precept and example of Christ 
ooght always to have upon every person who is a member of his 
church, and professes to be his disciple, I argued that we are also 
bound to address our worship to God, the Father, only ^ since we over- 
step his express command, and go beyond his repeated and intelli- 
gihie example, when we offer up prayers to any other person or 
being than God, the Father, When we do so, we deviate from our 
adherence to that authority with which, as Christians, we are bound to 
comply. Upon these two classes of texts, therefore, I mi^t rest' the 
whole of my argument relative to the proper object of religious wor- 
ship under the Christian dispensation. I am quite sure, that, to any 
welUreffulated mind, the reasons already adduced would be decisive on 
the subject If men were not unfortunately under the influence of 
feelings imbibed in early education; if they were not imbued from 
their childhood with prejudices and prepossessions which have grown 
with their growth, and strengthened with their strength, until they 
have become part and parcel of their mental constitution ; if it were 
not that, in many cases, they regard those opinions which they have 
long cherished as so sacred and venerable, that even to question them, 
and to bring them to the test of the declarations of Scripture, is often 
contemplated as something that is impious and awful ; — I am satis- 
fied, that the express teaching of Christ — the doctrine of our Lord 
and Saviour, sanctioned by his uniform example, would be, as it 
ought to be, decisive on the point. 

But I have not yet done with my argument on this part of the 
subject. It is now my duty to lay before you a number of texts 
which will show what was the influence of Christ's language and 
uniform example upon those persons with whom that teaching and 
example would carry the most religious weight. I allude to his Qwn 
immediate disciples, who were inspired by the Spirit of God ; and 
who were raised up and qualified for the situation of teachers and 
expounders of that Gospel which Christ came to promulgate. I 
shall now, therefore, advert to a number of-— 

N 



PASSAGES WHICH PROVE THAT THE mSCIPLES OF CHRIST ADDRESSED 
REUOIOUS WORSHIP TO GOD, THE FATHER, ONLY. 

In reading those passages, I shall, in order to save your time and 
my own, omit words that are not necessary to the connexion. If, 
however, I leave out any expression which may appear to militate, 
in any degree, against the sense which I attribute to the phrase, or 
to give a different signification to the context, my reverend opponent 
will, doubtless, afford you the means of correcting any erroneous 
impression that may be thus made. This general observation I inake 
now, once for all : The words which I omit, I leave out solely because 
they do not bear directly on the precise point which I have in view. 

Acts iv. 24—30. They lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, 
Lord, thou art God ! • • And now • • grant • ♦ that signs and wonders may be 
done by the name of thy holy child Jeius, 

The Apostles therefore prayed " to God,** that signs and wonders 
might be done through the name " of his holy child Jesus," Words 
could not more expressly prove, that Jesus, the holy child, is not 
himself included in that address with which the prayer commences. 
In this solemn act of devotion, he is expressly distinguished from 
God. 

Rom. i. 8, 9. I thank mt God, through Jesus Christ, for you all ; that your 
faith is spoken of through the whole world : for God is mv witness, whom J serve 
with my spirit, in the Gospel qf his Son, that, without ceasing, I make mention ofyou 
always in mt praybrs. 

In these words also there is a manifest distinction drawn between 
God and Jesus Christ ; and a proof afforded that God was not that 
very Christ, through whom God was thanked. The Apostle does 
not say one word of thanking Christ by prayer. He thanks Goo, 
through Jesus Christ. He does not call the Son to witness his asse- 
verations ; but the God whom he serves, in the Gospel of his Spn, 
The whole connexion shows, that P^ul addressed his prayer to Gvd 
alone, whom he expressly distinguishes from the Son of God. 

Rom. XV. 6. * * That ye may with one mind and one voice glorify God, bvbn 
THB Fathbr of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

What God were the Roman Christians exhorted to glorify by mind 
and mouth P Let the words of Paul himself answer the question : 
" God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ .'" 

£pH. i. 16, 17. I cease not to give thanks for yon, making mention of you in my 
prayers i that Me God of our Lard Jesus Christ, the Father of oLOiir, may 
give unto you the spirit of wisdom. 

Observe in this passage likewise, how the Godof our Lord Jesus Christ, 
THE Father of glory, and not our Lord Jesus Christ himself, is 
represented as the being addressed, and to be addressed, in prayer. 

£pH. iii. 15, 16. For this cause I bow ht knees unto the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that 
he would grant you, &c. 

Phil. iv. 6, 7. Be careful for nothing : but in every thing, by prayer and suppli- 
cation with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known unto God : and the peace 
of Qod, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds, through 
Omst Jesus* 
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The mere reading of these passages is sufficient to prove the doctrine 
concerning the object of primitive Christian worship, which I am 
now engaged in establishing. 

1 Thess. i. 2, 3. We give thanks to God * * for you, making mention of you 
in our prayers ; remembering without ceasing your work of £uth * * in ovr Lord 
Jesus Christy in the sight of our God and Pathbr. 

In this text the same distinction is carefully preserved, which we 
have so often shown to exist, between " God the Father,*' who 
was the object of prayer, and " mtr Lord Jesus ChrisV*^ Indeed the 
Apostles never fell into the absurdity of praying to any other than 
the one God. 

2 Tim. i. 2, 8. Grace, mercy, and peace, fh)m God, the Father, and Christ 
Jesus our Lord, I thank God, [%<£^/v £%6i>, I am grateful to God,] that without 
eeasing I have remembrance of tli^e in my prayers, night and day. 

Here also Paul makes and marks the same distinction between the 
Supreme Being, to whom his gratitude was expressed, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

1 John iii. 22. Whatsoever we ask, we receive of him (God), because we keep 
h\s commandments. * * [23.] And this is his commandment, that we should believe 
on the name of Am^ Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us command- 
ment. 

Upon this passage we might repeat the observation so frequently 
made before, that no distinction can be more clear than that which 
the early disciples uniformly drew between the God whom alone 
they worshipped, and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

As Mr. Bagot has relied so much on the honours paid to Christ, — 
which he has, in perfect consistency with one part of his theory, and 
in perfect opposition to another portion of it, represented as Divine 
Worship, — it seems to me, that I may usefully occupy a little of your 
time in giving a very brief outline of the doctrine of Scripture on 
that subject. 

It is, I believe, admitted by divines and scholars of all sects and 
parties, that the term " worship**'^ both in Scripture and in other 
compositions, is susceptible of various meanings. 

In the first place, it indicates the presentation, by rational beings, 
of their adoration and homiige to the Most High God. That the 
word has this sense, admits of no doubt, nor is it denied by any one. 
It is needless, therefore, to adduce passages in support of it 

But there is another sense, in some respects analogous, though 
in other respects distinct, in which the term is frequently employed 
in the Sa<}red Volume. It often means the outward manifestation 
of respect and deference to a fellow^crealure, who is superior in rank^ 
station, or endowments, to the party offering it. 

Though this sense of the word is fully admitted among divines 
and theologians of every class, yet,— as Mr. Bagot has throughout 
this discussion shown a tendency to admit nothing, how plain soever, 
and how freely soever allowed elsewhere, that can by possibility 
militate against his second proposition — I shall adduce a few argu- 
ments in pr^of. I find sucn fn 

Joshua v. 14. * * **As captain of the host of the Lord am I now come.** 
And Joshua feU on his foce to the earth, and did worship; and sald>&SL\s^ \)\^\ 
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*' WhaiiaUh my Icfd mnii9 hi$ terwu^f" {lA.] And the oap(siii of Hie Uma^9 
host aaid^ &c. 

Daniel ii. 46. Then the king, Nebuchadnezeari fell en his face^ and nfonhip* 
ped Daniel, and said unto hira, &c. 

M4TT. xviM. 86. The servant, therefofe» fell doirn, and worshw^ kim (the 
king), saying, << Lord, have patienee with jae^ and I irill pay thee all y* 

LuKB xtv. 10. Tken shalt ihou have mtrihip in the preaence of them that sit ai 
meat with thee. 

This verse shows that King James' traaslators understood the 
term '* warMf^ with the latitude for which I contend. In the ori- 
ginal, the word is still stronger : it is '* glory,*' ^o^o^; the same which 
is used in the song of the angels at the nativity^ '' Glory to God in 
the highest.'' 

Ret. iii. 7. And to the arngtH qf ike €hur^ in PhUaddpfaia irrtte, « « • • 
[9.] *' Behold I will make them of the synagogue of Satan who say they are Jews, 
and are not, but do lie: hehold, I will make them to come, and worship hefore thy 
«Bet." 

By the angel of the church, most commentators agree that the pastot 
or bishop is designated. 

1 Cbrow. xxix. 20. And Darid said to |dl thd <x>i^rQgatie9> Now Mesa tike 
Lord your God ; and all the congregation blessed the Lord God of iXnexf 
lathers, and bowed down their heads, and wforshipped the Lord and the kinf 
l^^ixbniCav^ LXX.) 

If this had been said of Christ, it wonld hay« been supposed to 
furnish an irrefragable proof of his proper Deity. 

is EN. xxiii. 7. And Abraham stood np, and bowed himseif (fp^ixdwiiSiy 
LXX. wonhipped) to the people of the land, even to the children of Hetb. 

Gen. xxiii. 19. And Abraham bowed down himself ^ibre the people Of the land 
{^(ocsKhvrjtrsVy LXX. worshipped,) 

Gen. zlix. 8. Judah, thou art he whom thy brethrek shall praise; * ^ ^ thy 
fiither's children shall bow down before thee {'T^odxvvritfowftp. LXX. shall worsh^. ) 

I think I have now established, by these examples, the secondary 
meaning of the term worship. If Mr. Bagot deny that it has this 
secondairy meaning, he will have an opportunity of urging his ol^c- 
tions in his reply. Now, the question is, Whether the worship which 
was several times paid to Christ, as we read in the New Testament, 
is of this secondary kind, or whether it is of that dislinci^ religiouf 
nattwe which is due only to the Supreme Being* 

And upon this subject, I shall quote to you the opinion of Dr* 
Wardiaw, whose name, I suspect^ will carry as much weight with it, 
in the minds of most Trinitarians, as that of Mr. Bagot's bishop. 
It is most true, ns Mr. Bagot stated yesterday, that 0r. Warix. 
uiw is not Lord Bishop of Dromore ; but, simply, an Independent 
Minister in Glasgow; a Dissenter from a Presbyterian establishment ; 
and, therefore, two degrees below the humblest member m the 
lowest rank of an episcopal hierarchy. Yet I imagine, that he is 
not less distinguished as a writer, than the Right Rev. Dr. Saurin ; 
who, I believe, is my reverend opponent's diocesan ; but of whose 
contributions to science, theology, or literature, ^ot being a universal 
readerj I confess, I have yet to learn. Dr. Warblaw admits^ that. 
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in tbe iastances of worsbip oaid to Cbrist whUe on ^rtK *^ the hn^ 
and degree of the intended homage cannot with certainty be asoer*. 
tained." If it cannot with certainty be ascertained, it cannot be 
niade the foundation of an argament. 

The passages which remain are those in Hcb* i. $; 2 €ob. xii« 8; 
and acTeral in the book of Rbtelations. — But be it observed, alt 
these are instances of homage rendered when Christ was persmall^ 
present 

In Hbb. i. 6, God is represented as introducing the Son into the 
world, and saying, "Let all the angels worship him." — Here the 
Son i4 manifestly supposed to be one of tbe parties present. In 
2 Cor. xii. 8, the Apostle says, that *' he besought the tovd ihrioe^ 
that the thorn might depart from him; and the context (verse 9) 
renders it highly probable, that the Lord Jesus Christ is intended ; 
but it dso gives us strong reason to believe, (verses, 2, 3, 4,} that 
the supplication was presented when the Apostle was caught up into 
the third heaven or " paradise," and when he had the Lord Jesus 
. standing manifest before him. It is perfectly plain, that the homage 
presented to the Lamb in the book of Revelations, was presented 
in his presence* These incidents^ therefore, come precisely under 
the (lescription of those that Dr. Wardlaw designates as " of such 
a nature, that the kind and degree of the intended homage cannot 
with certainty he ascertained ;** because, when he was personally pre^ 
sent, worship such as that referred to in the texts 1 have quoted, 
—the outward testimony of respect and reverence — would naturally 
and properly be presented to him. Nor is tbere any Unitarian who 
would feel the least disinclin^ion— nay, there is none who wopld not 
ex|)erience the most heart-felt delight and transport — In rendering to 
him this homage of their gratitude and reverence. And this, let me 
tell Mr. Bagot, and others who entertain Trinitarian views, is one of 
those sublime delights which we hope to enjoy in that heaven to 
which we humb]y aspire, in firm reliance on God's mercy tbrougb 
Christ, and in total defiance of the denundlations of the Athana- 
sian creed. 

Mr. Bagot has adduced the expression applied to Christians in 
the received translation of several of the Apostolic Epistles, as "calU 
ing upon the name of the Lord,** in proof that they were in the habit 
01 worshipping Christ. But I pledge my reputation as a scholar, 
that ^e grammatical structure will just as readily admit of rendering 
these passages differently from the common version ; which, being 
made by Trinitarians, naturally favours their doctrines in most 
doubtful cases. They may be translated so that they will read as 
follows ; and thus, I think, they ought to be rendered : 

Acts ix. 14. And here be hitth authority from the chief priests to bind all that 
are called by thy name, Ver. 21. Is not tiiis he who destroyed them that are called 
by thi$ name in Jerusalem ? 

Acts xxIL 16. Arise, and be baptised, and. wash away thy sins, laiLing upon thyself 
his name. 

1 Cob. i. 2. Unto the Church of God at Corinth, — with all that in cveiy place 
are caUed by the name of Jesne Christ our Lord, 

I n^eed not advert to Acts ii. 21 ; because it is sufficiently clear 



to the attentlTe reader, that the word "Lord" is there a synonyme 
for " God :** and Mr. Bagot cannot assign it to Christy without as- 
suming the very point in question between him and me in this dis- 
cussion. 

The only other passage to which I think it necessary to refer at 
lengthy is the circumstance recorded respecting the martyrdom of 
Stephen : 

Acts vfi. 59, 60. And tbey stoned Stephen, invoking [that is, invoking Je&us, 
whom he had just before beheld in a glorious vision, standing on the right band of 
God, and whom he had thus ascertained to be within hearing of his prayer] and say- 
ing, O Lord Jesus, receive my spirit And ho kneeled down, and cried with a loud 
voice. Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 

Upon this last clause, Mr. Bagot seems disposed to ask, as the Jews 
had done before, Who can forgive sins, but God only ? To which I 
answer, — as our Saviour did, — that his miracles attested that '' the 
Son of man has {e^ovfftav) a commission, or delegated authority, to 
forgive sins.'' I may mention, moreover, that some have rendered 
the terms Ki^n I^jtfoD, not "OLord Jesus," but "O Lord of Jesus;" 
and that there is nothing in the grammatical structure of the phrase 
to militate against that translation. 

The Benedictions wherein the name of Christ is introduced, have 
been adduced as prayers presented to him by the Apostles. But 
they are not prayers at all. They are not addressed to him, nor to 
any one. They are spoken in the third person, and are merely pious 
and Christian wishes, expressed on behalf of the persons to whom 
the writings are addressed. That this^is the case, is perfectly plain 
from 1 Cob. xvi. 23, 24 : " The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. My love be with you all in Christ Jesus ;*' — and from 
Rev. i. 4, 5: "John, to the seven churches which are in Asia: 
Grace be unto you, and peace from him who is, and who was, and 
who is to come ; and from the seven spirits, which are before his 
throne ; and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the 
first-begotten from the dead, and. the Prince of the kings of the 
earth. If, then, the benedictions in which the name of Christ 
occurs, are to be regarded as proofs of his proper Deity, — most un- 
questionably this last quoted passage will prove that the seven minis- 
tering spirits, which wait before the throne of God, are likewise to be 
regarded as persons of the Godhead. In fact, I have not the slight, 
est doubt, that, had the J writer of this book mentioned " the Holy 
Spirit," in place of " the seven spirits which are before the throne," 
the passage would have been adduced as a triumphant proof of the 
doctrine of the Trinity. — ^I have not time to enter upon a new argu- 
ment. 



Mr. BAGOT.— I will not refer to the notes which I have taken 
of Mr. Porter's last speech, until I have brought up my arrears, by 
answering the remainder of the arguments which he yesterday ad- 
vanced. And I shall first allude to three or four points which I 
consider of little weight, but upon which some persons are frequently 
inclined to lay considerable stress. He alluded to a long catalogue 
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of words which have been associated with this coatroversy ; such as 
" persons/' " hypostases/' "distinctions/' &c.; and he foanded an ar- 
gament upon the adoption of these terms by Trinitarians, against the 
Deity of Christ. Now, I beg to say, that these words are just as 
good as the words "omniscience/* "omnipotence/' and " omnipre- 
sence/' which Mr. Porter frequently employs, to describe the know- 
ledge, power, and presence of the Deity ; and that the latter are as 
unscriptural as the former. But I did not come here to argue about 
words. It has been well remarked, that " Logomachy is unworthy 
of a lover of truth ;" and to enter upon a discussion about mere 
words, would be a ludicrous occupation of our time. I did not come 
here to argue about the meaning of such terms ; but about the doc- 
trines contained in the propositions printed in the placard of the 
subject of discussion, and of the regulations, which have been mutu- 
ally assented to; and' I shall not suffer myself to be drawn beyond 
the confines of these propositions. 

In another remark of Mr. Porter's, he produced a list of brother 
Unitarians, which I do not think there was any necessity to bring 
forward. He spoke of Price and PaiESTLET-'of Belsham and of 
Bruce. Now, 1 wish to ask whether. When Mr. Porter introduced 
the names of these individuals before this auditory, he was aware of 
all the sentiments which they entertained and published. Was he 
aware that Dr. Priestley, in the Theological Repository, Vol. IV. 
p. 435, under the signature of" Pamphilus/' published the following 
doctrine ? 

When Christ is said to have had no sin, tire must restrict the meaning of the ex- 
pression to his being free from overt acts of iniquity, something that all the world 
would condemn as base and wrong. 

Was he aware that Belsham, in his Calm Enquiry, p. 190, has pro- 
mulgated the following sentiment P 

Whether this perfection of character in public life, combined with the general 
declarations of his freedom from sin, established, or were intended to establish, the 
fact, that Jesus, through the whole course of his private life, was completely exempt 
from all the errors and failings of human nature, is a question of no great intrinsic 
moment, and concerning which we have no sufficient data to lead to a satisfactoiy 
conclusion. 

O Christ ! is it possible, that intellects such as these should have 
arisen in the eighteenth century after thy crucifixion, to give the lie 
to that only problem, which Jehovah and the Devil are united in 
substantiating by their concurring testimony ; for the everlasting 
Father proclaimed, at the baptism of the Saviour, "This is my be- 
loved Son, in whom I am well pleased /' and Satan himself was 
constrained to acknowledge that be found nothing in him, and to 
recognise him as the holy and immaculate Son of God ! 

I ask, also. Was Mr. Porter aware, when he mentioned the name 
of Dr. Bruce, that respected individual, who is now in this assembly, 
of the canon of interpreting^cripture which that writer has broached ? 
Was he aware that Dr. Bruce lays it down as a principle, that no 
doctrine of Scripture is of primary and essential importance, unless 
it be revealed by ail of the four Evangelists? Upon this principle, 
how easily could I yesterday have replied to Mr. Porter's ar^ame^cA.^ 
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from Mark xlli. 32, by simply saying, that the doctrine ot (he Umltdd 
knowledge of Christ is not essential, since this passage which teacheisi 
that doctrine occurs in only two of the Evangelists ? Bat do I now 
enjoy the privilege of lifting up my voice to the glory of Christ, 
within these walls which have so frequently re-echoed to the eloquent 
— would that I could add, the evangelical — discourses of that vener- 
able and venerated individual ! Methinks it would now impart to 
my soul the highest and most intense satisfaction, which, as a Chris- 
tian, I could experience, if God would inform me, by the revelation 
of his Spirit, that it was so ordained, in the arrangements of his pro- 
vidence, that the respected man to whom I refer should have survived 
the term of his ordinary ministerial activity, in order to have, 6s it 
were, a respite time in which he might renounce his former principles, 
so as to derive comfort from that sweet invitation of the Saviour, 
which is mentioned by only one Evangelist, " Come unto me, all ye 
that are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you rest ;** and from 
those glorious declarations of Christ, which are recorded in the IGth 
of John, " I am the door*' — " I am the good shepherd : the good 
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep** — "I am the good shepherd, 
and know my sheep, and am known of mine ;*' and those other pre- 
cious "I AMS," which are recorded by the beloved disciple, and which 
so often minister sweet consolation and encouragement to the meek 
and humble follower of the Lamb ! 

Mr. Porter has asserted over and over again, that the doctrine of 
the Deity of Christ is so mysterious and awfully sublime in its na- 
tare,' that, if true, it ought to have been written in such visible charac- 
ters, that he who runs may read ; and to have been revealed so con- 
spicuously, as to produce immediate conviction. As to the doctrine 
of the Deity of Christ illuminating every page of Scripture, I main- 
tain that, in a general sense, it does : this! have already proved, and 
will advance further proofs of the same. But I deny that the evidence 
for the Deity of Christ is of such a kind, as irresistibly to produce 
conviction ; for — mark what I say ! — there is a difference between 
evidence which is sufficient to convince, and evidence which is so over- 
whelming as that it must necessarily and unavoidably produce con- 
viction. Were not, for instance, the miracles which Christ performed 
sufficient to convince th^ Jews that he was the Messias ? Certainly 
they were. But did they, in all cases, actually produce this con- 
viction ? Certainly they did not ; for many of the Jews rejected the 
testimony which he offered. So also the heavens sufficiently declare 
the existence of a God ; yet the atheist refuses to submit to their 
testimony. Hence, you perceive what a difference there is between 
evidence being sufficient to prove a doctrine, and its actually prodn^- 
cing conviction of the truth of that doctrine in the minds of those to 
whom it is addressed. I might as well argue against the Messiaship 
of Christ, as against his Deity ; because his miracles did not produce 
conviction in the minds of all those who witnessed their performance. 
So that the actual production of conviction, is not a necessary proof 
of the validity of an argument ; or else Christ and his apostles were 
bad reasoners. But let me illustrate the principle whicn I am now 
considering, by a reference to natural things. For instance: the 
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8iin» which Bliiiiea with maj^tic splendoar in the expanse above, is 
the great centre of the^iiniverse^ around which the earth and all the 
l^nets revolved ; but it has been ascertained only within the last few 
centuries that this is the fact, and that the sun does not move round 
the earth. Now, might not some person have argued, on Mr. Por- 
ter's principles, that a doctrine such as this, which now constitutes the 
elementary axiom of astronomy, ought to have been written with such 
perspicuity and overpowering splendour upon the visible heavens, that, 
wiien Adam first opened his eyes upon the glory of creation, he would 
have imbibed an immediate conviction of this great and important 
truth ; so that it would not have been left exposed for centuries to 
the a priori objections of bad philosophy P — But to return to the sub.- 
ject itself, I ask, when Mr. Porter speaks of statements respecting 
the Deity of Christ necessarily and irresistibly producing conviction, 
is he aware of what an evil heart of unbelief iYnstQ is in man by na- 
ture? Is he aware that as no man speaking by the Spirit of God 
calleth Jesus accursed ; so no one can say that Jesus is the Lord 
(Ku£/oy), but by the Holy Ghost? 

I shall now make some remarks upon the texts which Mr. Porter 
has advanced. The first 1 shall allude to is. Matt, xxvii. 46 : ** My 
Gody my God, why hast thou forsaken me V' To his argument from 
this passage I reply, that Christ became man, in order to be made a 
eune for us. Now, part of the curse consisted in losing communion 
with God ; as Adam, when he sinned, was driven from that state of 
neighbourhood with God which he enjoyed in Paradise. As the 
Deity of Christ could not be forsaken of the Father, or lose com. 
munion with him, and could not be made a curse,— for, as God, be 
is one with the Father, — he assumed our nature, in order to become 
capable of being made a curse in this point of view. As to Christ's 
using the address, "My God, my God," it is easy to reply, that, 
as we are told in Gal. iv. 4, he was made under the law, it must 
necessarily follow, he was made under the lawgiver. He became 
man, in order to be made under the law. From eternity, he was 
neither under the law, nor under the lawgiver : he came into a legal 
relationship to his Father, only when he became incarnate ; for. 
mark the force of the word "made.'' It is also evident from JonN 
XX. 17, where Christ is represented as saying, '^I ascend unto my 
God, and your God," that the words " my God*' are assumed by 
Chri«t as applicable to himself in a different sense from that in which 
the words " your God'' are applicable to Christians. 

In order to obviate the force of our Saviour's declaration in John 
X. 30, '<I and my Father are one," Mr. Porter referred to the prayer 
which he offered up in behalf of his people, m John xvif. 21, 23 : 
" That they all may be one, as thou. Father, art in me, and I in thee, 
that they also may be one in us. ^ « « I in them, and thou in me, 
that they also may be made perfect in one ;" and he argued that the 
unity or oneness of the Son with the Father, is precisely the same as 
that which is spoken of in the latter passage. To this argument I 
reply, by requesting you to mark the force of the word "made," 
when- he prays that his people " may be made perfect in one ;" 
whereas he says, in reference to himself, not " I and my Father are 

O 
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made one/' but" I and m^ Father are one;" showing that the one is 
a natural, the other a created union. I also reply, that it is a com- 
mon principle of philosophy admitted by all, that similar causes 
should produce similar results. If, therefore, the union between 
believers and the Father and Son be the same as that which subsists 
between the Father and the Son, they should be able to demonstrate 
its sameness by a similar mode with Christ. He demonstrates the 
nature of his union with the Father by doing the same things which 
the Father does — by quickening whom he will, as the Father quick- 
eneth whom he will — and by demanding that all men should honour 
the Son even as they honour the Father. Can Christians, then, 
quicken whom they will ? Can they claim to be honoured, even as 
the Father is honoured P — and can they do they same things which 
the Father doth P All these must be the natural consequences, if 
the two unions are similar, as like causes must produce like results^ 
But as no one can have the hardihood to say, that all these powers 
and prerogatives are possessed by every member of the church of 
Christ, Mr. ' Porter's argument consequently goes for nothing.— 
Would that he experienced something of that delightful fellowship 
with the Father and the Son, which every humble believer enjoys; 
and he would then have an experimental interpretation within his 
own breast of what the Saviour means when he prays that his people 
may be one in him and his Father, even as he and his Father 
are one ! 

In the last address which Mr. Porter delivered yesterday, he 
proposed this question. How could the eternal God divest himself 
of his inherent and essential glory, and come down iRto a state of 
humiliation upon the earth P I ask, in reply, When did I teach such 
a doctrine P So far from delivering such an opinion, I hold that no 
change can take place in the essential majesty and glory of Jehovah. 
When an eclipse of the sun is produced by the intervention of the 
opaque body of the moon^ is the sun shorn of his brightness and 
his splendour P Does he not still continue elevated upon his throne 
of glory, — the same bright monarch of the material universe, as when, 
fresh from his Maker's hands, he disclosed, by his new-bom lustre, 
the engaging loveliness of creation P And so it was when the God- 
head of the Saviour tabernacled in the flesh : there took place, as it 
were, tm eclipse of his divinity ; the vail of his humanity was drawn 
over the greatness of his essential glory ; and all this was done in 
compliance with the infirmities of our nature; for had the Saviour 
a]ppeared with a full manifestation of his essential Godhead, as no 
man can look upon the face of Deity and live, our vital spirits would 
have been not merely absorbed, but annihilated, by a lustre they 
never could have borne. And as to describing the Saviour's mani- 
festation in the flesh by the phrase of " coming down from heaven," 
I should wish to know what Mr. Porter understands by the declara- 
tion contained in Gen. xi. 5 : " Jehovah came down to see the city 
and the tower which the children of men builded ;" for is not this 
passage as plausible an argument against the Deity of Jehovah as a 
similar form of description can be against the Deity of Christ P 

^I now proceed to consider the remarks which Mr. Porter has 



made upon Isa. vii. 14 : ''Therefore the Lord himseU shall give 
yoa a sign : behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Emmanuel/' And how did Mr. Porter meet my 
argument for the Deity of Christ from this passage ? He placed an 
uninspired work, written by Bishop Lowth, in juxtaposition with 
the authority of the inspired Evangelist Matthew, and actually 
attributed a higher degree of authority to the former. In answer to 
this, I refer you to Matt. i. 22, 23: "Now all this was done, that i( 
be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the Prophet, saying. 
Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and 
shall call his name Emmanuel, which, being interpreted, is, God 
with us.'' Now, mark the mode in which Matthew introduces 
this prophecy. He does not merely say, '' Then was fulfilled,^^ but. 
" All this was done that it might he fulfilled,^* Whether the former 
phrase might or might not have been accounted for, as merely indi- 
eating an allusion to the prophecy, upon the loose principles of 
accommodation adopted by Unitarians, the latter phrase cannot be 
so explained away. This introduction, therefore, "All this was 
done that it might be fulfilled," clearly proves that the fact referred 
to is the actual and precise accomplishment of ^he prophecy about 
to be quoted. But let me keep the Hebrew of Isaiah out of view 
altogether, and argue from Matthew's interpretation of the name 
Emmanuel. He explains this designation as implying, that Christ 
is^ " God with us" (/o^^ rifJMv 6 Geogy in which the preposition /i^ra 
denotes personal presence), which explicitly asserts his Deity. And 
whilst I am engaged with this passage, I would beg you to consider 
it in contrast with Zech. xiii. 7: "Awake, O sword, against my 
shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of 
hosts." The words rendered, " the man that is my fellow," might 
be rendered, " the man that is with me;" and I would add, that the 
Hebrew term translated " fellow," is of the same root as the word 
translated " Emmanuel," in Isa. vii. 14. And now, observe the con- 
trast, — a human creature speaks of Christ (as in Isa. vii. 14 and 
Matt. i. 23) as " God with us ;" wherea'^ God the Father speaks of 
Christ (as in Zech. xiii. 7) as "the man with him." So tha^t we have 
here, on the one hand, the testimony of an inspired Prophet and 
Evangelist to the Deity of Christ, and, on the other hand, tlie testi- 
mony of Jehovah the Father to the humanity o( Christ. 

The next passage to which Mr. Porter alluded was Isa« ix. 6: 
" For unto as a child is born, unto us a son is given ; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder ; and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace." But in his remarks upon this text, he over- 
looked the title, "Mighty God," altogether. I therefore beg to 
remark, that this is^a proper title of Jehovah, as distinguished from 
all false gods ; as is evident from the following passages : Deut. 
X. 17, "The Lord your God is a mighty God," &c.; Isa. x. 21, 
"The remnant shall return unto the Mighty God,'* &c.; Neh. ix. 32, 
"Now, therefore, our God, the Great, the Mighty/' &c.; Jer. xxxii. 
18, "The Great, the Mighty God, the Lord of hosts, is his name," &c. 
So that^ whatever principle Mr. Porter may adopt, in order to neu. 
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tralt2e the force of this title when applied (o Christ in Isa. ix. 6, will, 
by a parity of reasonings dilute and neutralize its import when ap- 
plied to Jehovah in these four passages to which I have referred. 
But, however, he asserted that there is no authority for applying Isa. 
ix. 6 to the Saviour. In reply to this, I beg to refer him to Matt. 
iv. 14, 16, where the previous context of this passage (ver. 1 and 2) 
are expressly quoted as having their fulfilment in the personal 
ministry of Christ : *'The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephtha- 
lim, by the way of the sea, beyond 'Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: 
the people which sat^in darkness saw great light ; and to them which 
sat in the region and shadow of death, light is sprung up." 

But while I am occupied with this passage of Scripture, I wish 
to make a remark which applies both to it, and to other passages 
which contain a description of the Saviour's person. I hold that tbe 
person of Christ, as Mediator, is a complex person, — God and man. 
I therefore expect to find, wh^n I open the Bible, that those pas- 
sages which contain a description of his. person should be of a complex 
structure, corresponding with the complexity of the person described. 
For instance : in Isa. ix. 6, I find this to be the case; for the first two 
clauses of the passage, " Unto us a child is bom, unto \m a son is 
given,'^ describe his humanity ; and the remainder of the verse de- 
scribes his Deity » So also in Mal. iii. 1, he is first described* in 
reference to his Deity, as ''the Lord coming to his temple;" then he 
is described, in reference to his mediatorial character, as '^ the Mes- 
senger of the covenant ;'" and then these two references to the condi- 
tion of the Saviour are combined into one personal reference, by the 
use of the pronoun '* he^' in the concluding member of the verse,— 
" even he shall come, saith the Lord of hosts.'' — So also in Hbb. i. 
8, 9, we find another complex description of his complex person ; for 
the 8th verse refers to his Deity, " Thy throne, O God, is for ever and 
ever ;" and the 9th verse refers to his humanity, in reference to which, 
it is said, ''Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; there- 
fore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness 
above thy fellows J* Now, when I read this portion of the Word of 
God, I do not apply to its interpretation Mr. Porter's principle, 
which he has borrowed from the algebraic doctrine of positive and 
negative quantities. I do not employ the 9th verse, in order to neu- 
tralise the 8th. I. believe both declarations to he true. 

Mr. Porter yesterday maintained, in order to weaken my argu- 
ment from the application of the title "God" to Christ, that Uiis 
title is frequently given in Scripture to confessedly created beings. 
In reply to this, I answer, that, admitting it to be the fact, yet if it 
weakens or dilutes the force of my arguments for the Deity of the 
Son, from the application of this title to him,-— it ikiust, on a similar 
principle, weaken the force of the argument for the Deity of the 
Father, derived from the application of the title " God'' to him. As 
an instance of this subordinate use of the title &od, Mr. Porter 
referred to Exod. vii. I : "And the Lord said untb Moses, See, t 
have made thee (or appointed thee) a God (or Elohim) to Pharaoh; 
and Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet. Thou shalt speak all 
that I command thee." But upon this text I remark, that it is quite 
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absurd to place it on a kvel with the instances of the application of 
the title ''God'' to Clirist, which I have addnced. Here the official 
sense io which Moses was to be made " a God," is limited to Pharaoh, 
and gwplained to mean that, in ike same sense in which Aaron was to 
be a prophet to Moses, so was Moses to be " a God'' to. Pharaoh. 
And so far from the application of the term implying the investiture 
of Moses with any thing like an independent authority, power, or 
prerogative, it is expressly stated that Moses was ** to speak all that 
God commanded him." And on reverting to Exqd. iv. 16, we find a 
passage precisely parallel to this, which gives it this explanation : 
"And he (Aaron) shall be thy spokesman unto the people: mid he 
shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt 
be to him instead of God." But I ask, was Moses in the habit of act- 
ing as if he were a Deity P Surely not : and I may remark, that, 
when on one solitary occasion he had spoken unadvisedly with his 
lips, and had thereby abstracted from the glory of Jehovah, he be., 
came the subject of the Divine displeasure, and was excluded from 
the promised land, as a punishment of his presumption. The com* 
mands of Moses were always prefaced by '* thus saith Jehavah/* and 
^' Jekovak hath commanded me/* Christ, on the other hand, never 
adopted this style of inferiority : he never says, " thus saith Jehovah :" 
he (uways acts and speaks upon his own authority, and in all things 
exhibits himself to his creatures as Lord of all. Observe, for instance, 
the language which he adopted in the Sermon on the Mount : '^Ye 
have heard that it hath been said to them of old time (for so it is in 
the Greek), thou shalt not steal : but I say nnto you." Here he con- 
trasts Jbts legislative authority with that of Jehovah, delivering the 
ten commandments to the Israelites. 

The next instances of an alleged application of the term *' God" 
to creatures, to which Mr. Porter referred, were in Exod. xxi 6 : 
** Then his master shall bring him unto the judges" (in the Hebrew 
it is '^Elohim") ; — and 1 Sam. ii. 25 : "If one man sin against an- 
other, the judge (in Hebrew " Elohim") shall judge hitn." In both 
of these passages, Mr. Porter asserted that the term "Elohim," or 
" God«'' is applied to the judges of Israel. / deny this ; and I assert, 
that no proper instance of the application of this title to the judges 
can be adduced. Does not Mr. J?orter know« that the Jewish gov- 
ernment was a TbeocractjP— that God himself was JMge and 
King ? and that he was ever regarded as presiding in the Jewish 
courts of law ? And, if you look to Exod. xviii. 14-^19, you will 
find the judicial process explained upon this principle': ^And when 
Moses' father-in-law saw all that he did to thepeople, he said. What 
is this thing that thou doest to the people ? Why sittest thou thyself 
alone, and all the people stand by thee from morning unto evening ? 
And Moses said unto his father-in-law. Because the people come 
unto me, to inquire of Ood. When they have a matter, they come 
unto me, and I judge between one and another ^ and I do make them 
know the statutes ojf God, and his laws.* * * Be thou for the people 
to God ward, that thou may est briny the causes unto 6^o</."— So that, 
upon the principle that God was Judge and King, whenever an Is- 
raelite brought nis cause into the court, he was considered as bciu^- 



110 

ing it before the great Judge and King. I would here add, that the 
word "Elohim/' in both the passages under consideration, is trans- 
lated in the Septuagint as denoting the Supreme Being ; and the 
Vulgate, Syriac, and Arabic versions of 1 Sam. ii. 25, translate 
" Elohim," not as " Jpdge," but as the " Supreme God." And these 
authorities are at least as good as Mr. Porter's. 

But let me a little farther examine this objection, derived from 
the application of the title '* God'' to creatures. If this title were 
given by Manoah and his wife, when their feelings were over^ 
whelmed with fright and alarm, to a created angel, am I to set up 
such authority as this against the authority of the Holy Ghost, who 
applies the same title to Christ? Or, if I find the witch of Endor, 
when terrified by an apparition, giving the title of ''God'' to a ficti- 
tious or real being, am I to confront this fact with the instances of 
the application of the same title by the Holy Spirit to our Saviour, 
in John i. 1, and Heb. i. 8, and thus set up the authority of a witch 
against the authority of the Holy Ghost P Again : when I adduce 
in argument the two instances of an application to Christ of the 
titles "King of kings^ and Lord of lords," which are recorded in 
Rev. xvii. 14, and xix. 16, and which are the same as those applied 
to the Father, upon Mr. Porter's principles, ia 1 Tim. vi. 15 ; I am 
answered, forsooth, as I have been answered, that the argument is 
worth nothing, because Artaxerxes styled himself " King of kings.'' 
But I answer. If Artaxerxes chose to give himself the nickname of 
'' King of kings," — if he chose, in the pride of his heart, to set up his 
authority against the authority of God, — am 1 to admit this as a pa^ 
rallel case with the ascription of the title of "King of kings" by 
the Holy Ghost to our Saviour ? Does the Holy Ghost, do you think, 
apply the titles of "King of kings, and Lord of lords," as nicknames 
to our Saviour P But I am driven almost upon the very verge of 
blasphemy, in endeavouring to answer such arguments as I am now 
referring to 1 I shall conclude this point, by reading a note upon 
the subject^ to the following efifect: — ^The simple and correct way of 
trying the value of the objections advanced gainst the Deity of 
Christ, from the application of the name of " God" to confessedly 
created beings, is to examine the alleged instances by a plain gram- 
matical principle, which is this : TTiat we are always to understand 
words in that sense in which the speaker or tvriter employs them, and 
then to decide upon the correctness of that sense according to the com^ 
petency of the judgments of those who so employ the words in ques~ 
lion. Now, apply this principle to Psalm Ixxxii. 6, 7: "I have 
said. Ye are gods, and all of you are children of the Most High ; but 
ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes." Here we at 
once perceive, that the Psalmist has used the term in an ironical — 
or, I might say, in a ludicrous — sense. Apply the principle also to 
1 CoR. viii. 6 : " Though there be that are called gods, whether in 
heaven or in earth (as tnere be gods many, and lords many)." Here 
it is evident, that the Apostle is speaking of those who were gods in 
the estimation of their worshippers ; and we know that the Heathen 
were grossly incorrect in their use of the word "God.'* On the 
OTHER HAND, apply the same principle to John i. 1 : " The Word 
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was God ;" or to Hom. Ix. 6: "Of whom, as concerning the flesh, 
Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever/' In these in- 
stances, we find the Holy Ghost, by the instrumentality of the Apos- 
ties, giving the title " God" to Christ ; and we cannot suppose that 
he gives the title to him in an ironical sense, or in a subordinate 
sense ^for in each passage there are concomitant expressions, which 
show tnat the title is used in its strict and proper sense). Thus, the 
question resolves itself into this : Are we to suppose that the Holy 
Ghost was an incompetent judge as to the correct application of this 
tide ? Are we to reject his testimony as to the Deity of the person to 
whom he thus gives the name of God, in the same manner as we 
reject the testimony of the Heathen, as to the Deity of those real or 
fictitious creatures to' whom they gave the title? The answer is 
easy; and this view of the subject places it in its proper light. 

I would also remark, that the Greek word Qiog is not represented 
in the New Testament as being applied, by any competed authority, 
to any confessedly created being ; and also, that the contrast insti- 
tuted by Unitarians between passages in which the title " God" is 
applied to creatures, and those in which it is applied to Christ, 
might as well be instituted between the same, and those passages in 
which it is applied to the Father. Why should our opponents be 
allowed the advantage of a tacit admission, that the title is applied, 
in every case, in a strictly proper sense, to the Father P We do not 
deny the true Deity of the Father ; but we fairly argue, that every 
objection advanced against the Deity of the Son^ is an equally valid 
objection against the Deity of the Father. 

Mr. Porter next referred to Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 : "Behold, the days come, 
saith the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous branch, and a 
King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and justice 
in the earth. In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell 
safely ; and this is his name whereby he shall be called. The Lord 
(or Jehovah) our Righteousness.'^ In order to evade the argu- 
ment for the Deity of Christ, which I derived from the application 
to him of the name, "Jehovah," -in this passage, Mr. Porter argued, 
that I might as well believe in the Deity of Jerusalem, because the 
same title is applied to that city in Jer. xxxiii. 15, 16 : " In those 
days, and at that time, will I cause the Branch of Righteousness to 
grow up unto David ; and he shall execute judgment and righteous- 
ness in the land. In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem 
shall dwell safely ; and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, 
The Lord (or Jehovah) our Righteousness.'^ I would like to 
know if Mr. Porter has forgotten his Hebrew ? Is he not aware, that 
the words, " she shall be called,'' in the latter passage, are a mis- 
translation ? He said a good deal, in the course of this discussion, 
upon the subject of bad translations ; but he has not hesitated to 
argue from a mistranslation, when he considered it to be in his favour, 
and suitable to the defence of his opinions. Allow me, now, to give 
the true rendering of this passage. It may be either translated thus, 
/'And He who shall call her is Jehovah our Righteousness; '*or thu^y 
"This is the name whereby Ff« shall be called (or by which one shall 
call him) Jehovah, our Righteousness." The latter trau^lolvoi^cL^ 
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adopted by the Vuloatk and th^ Byriac verflton, and is constroeted 

on the principle of understandings the personal pronoun rn> to be th^ 

masculine in the Chaldaie form, which is of f fluent occurrence in 

the Old Testament. Dr. Pte SMrril's translation of this passage is 

as follows : 

** And this it He who shall caU to her« 
Jehovah our Righteouineas." 

I may here remark, in addition to the above, that the possog^e 
extending from verse 14 to 26, is wanting in the Aldine, Vatican, 
and Alexandrine copies of the Septuagint; but in two M.SS. it 
stands thus — 

1. Kcd roZro rh ivofjM 8 xXri&fitfirou, Kv^tog dixaiotruvri fjfiuv: " This the 
name which shall be called. The Lord our Righteousness." 

2. Ka/ rouro rh mfui 3 xaXg(r8/ aun)v, Ku^tog dtxouog trw fjfijv : " And 
this the name which he shall call her, the righteous Lord with us ;" 
understanding the last word, in this latter version, to be a commemo. 
rative indication of the presence of the righteous Lord with his 
Church. 



Mr. porter. — I will exercise my privilege of putting a ques- 
tion to Mr. Bagot, to which I hope to receive, what I have not yet 
received on former occasions, a plain and direct answer. Mr. Bagot 
has asserted, in the hearing of you all, that, in order to enable Christ 
to exercise and execute the functions of his office, it was necessary 
that he should lose communion with God ; and, therefore, that he 
did lose communion with God. I now ask Mr. Bagot, How did 
Christ lose communion with God, without being sinful P 

Mr. bagot. — My words were simply these: Christ assumed hu- 
man nature, in order that he might, in reference to that human nature, 
become capable of losing communion with God ; for, in reference 
to his divine nature, he could not lose communion with God. 

Mr. porter. — My friends, if I was desirous to signalize my- 
self as a master of declamation, I should be obliged to Mr. Bagot 
for the speech now delivered ; for never was there a fairer opportunity 
afforded to man of showing how completely an opponent's own 
statements could be retorted on himself, than that which is now pre- 
sented to me. What a display might I not now make, if I could 
descend to the arts of vulgar oratory, in the advocacy of my cause ! 
But to such means I never shall resort. 

I must strongly object to Mr. Bagot's introduction of the name 
of that venerable man before us (Dr. Bruce), my predecessor and 
my friend. I object to this allusion as being personal> to one 
who had no opportunity of speaking for himself, to correct what 
might be a misrepresentation of his sentiments, or to set him- 
self right before this assembly. It was unkind and uncourteous, 
on the part of Mr. Bagot, to take advantage of the accidental 
^circumstance of our carrying on this discussion within these WalU, 
in order to make a clap-trap allusion to that venerable man. — 
Such acts may have their effect on a few unthinking minds ; but 
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e^sryioneiif fedisestfid anderstaiidiiig wUldilrregard t^em. I mighl 
bave taken advantage of the- oircumstances of niy being the Minister 
whoostiallytaddiresses a congregation from this place^ in order to 
give effect to my afguments; bat I would not do so, becaose I.dis-^ 
dfliin mrcli arts. I felt from the first that the allnsion in qnestion wact 
irregular; but I did not interrupt Mr. Bagot : for I would not faaVcf 
it said, that I, or the venerable individual whom he has so unhand, 
somely dragged before you, had any thing to fear from all that he 

could say. 

Mr. Bagot quoted two passages from Pribstlet and BfiLsfiAir, 
in which these writers have expressed their opinions of the possibili'ly 
of the ^infulikessof Christ's human nature; but after the sinswer which 
he has given to my question, I leave it to yourselves to judge whether 
suck allusions are serviceable to his cause. Has not Mr. Bagot him- 
self declared,- that "Christ lost communion with Oo<^?*' Never did I 
hear from the lips of a Unitarian— never before did I bear — such an 
aspersion cast upon the Lord Jesus ! Oh ! if such an expi^ssidn had 
proceeded from the lips^f a Unitarian, or had been ushered' info the 
^drld by a Unitarian press, or by a Unitarian writer, how theapos^ 
tasy would have been trumpeted forth, and how it!9 authors would 
have been held up to eicecration, as persons utterly unworthy of 
ei^oying either part or lot in the advantages of Christian feftiowship ! 
/ Mr* Bagot, after very charitably imputing to me, and to tfeose who 
flgnee with me^ ^* an $ml hwH 4tf MmheHef** proceeded to offer up a 
prayer similar to that which be presented on behalf of my venerable 
friend^^a prayer which I would characterize, as Robeet Hall did 
one^ by Bishop Horsely, as offered up to the throne of grace in the 
spirit of > an indictment. After this^ charitable prayer, he naturally 
enough proceeded to misrepresent what I delivered in* my address of 
yesterday, in a yay that I did not expect. In my closing address of 
yesterday, the greater part of which I hapj^ily had previously written 
down, so that I am able from the paper before me to read .the exact 
words which I employed, I made the following statement respecting 
^he' reasoning of Mr. B^ot in support of \he proper Deity of the 
Wofd, from the Suppos^a application of divine names and titles to 
our Saviour. ' '^^ 

*^ The first ar^ment was mifii from the term Immakuel, found in IsA. vii, 14» 
and applied to our Siaviour in Matt. i. 23. To understand the perfect emptiness ol 
this argument, it is bnly necessaiy to read ^fae passage in IsaiaA, #ith its context; 
which I shall do from the version of Bishop Lowth, as being much more accurate 
than that contained in King James' translation. . r 

i ' ^* In the days of Ahaz, th/a soo of Jotham, the son of," &e. ' 

Iftlese were my very words. ^Yisit you have seen .^ndheajdbowM^r, 
Bagot asserted, that I poised the Bible in one band, and Bishop 
liOWTH in the othier ; titod 'that I weight thfe authority of Lowth 
againstthdauthoHty of Scripture, aiid^ave the preponderance to 
thefonneir; Now;Ia8k>isthi«fhir? Did I not appeal to the authority* 
of Sdripiur9,&nd of Swlpture alone>? ' It is true I am above pinning' 
my* faith on King Jan>ea^ translation as a critical standard. I took 
howpa^ as b^ing ibe best Uranslation I could procace. It h«^ a.^ 

P 



llie S^riptqves, however, UiiUlappe*ledi and aotteLowta. Ilift«e 
done so no more, in this instance, than he has done in a variety -of 
others, when he' adduced other authorities against the renderings oC 
the (so called) authorized version of the Bihle* In the present case^ 
it is quite manifest that I no more appealed to Lowth against the 
authority of Scripture, than he appealed to King James' translators, 
in opposition to the authority of ocripture : the two cases are per« 
fectly parallel. 

Mr. Bagot has told us that the name which occurs in Isa. ix. 6, 
and is there translated ''The miohtt God,'' is in the original, 
i:i:)~bN, (EL-GiBhoRJ a title which elsewhere designates the Su. 
preme Being. I know it is. And what does this circumstance prove? 
The woiirds, though arranged in a different order, are just the same 
that make up the name of the angel 6aBRi-EL, which has precisely 
the same signification. Was this celestial messenger, then, really 
God Most High ? If so, he may he put down as another of the per* 
sons in Mr. Bagot's multifarious divinity. 

As I have already said, if I chose to signalise myself hy argu- 
mentative dexterity, Mr. Bagot has given me the opportunity : hut I 
am more anxious to explain to you the clear evidence for the troth, 
as it is found recorded in the page of revelation, than to obtain 
for myself the character of an adroit debater or a popular declainieri 
I shall^ therefore, leave several of the points on which he has touched, 
to make whatever impression they may seem calculated to produce. 
There is one allusion, to which, as my revenend opponent has re. 
peated it several times, he seems to attach considerable importance; 
and which, for this reason, I shall now brie6y examine. The allusion 
is to the passage which occurs in Hbb. i. 8 ; which, in the common 
version, reads thus : 

But unto the Son he saith. Thy throne, God ! is for ever and ever : a sceptre of 
rigfateousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. 

Now, it is not to be denied, that according to this translation of 
the passage;, the term God is applied to Christ the Son. But I 
ivpuld leave to any unprejudiced person, who should merely read over 
ihe whole of the chapter with care, and should attend to the express 
sions which accompanv this verse, to determine whether the phrase 
is, or is hot, applied to him in the highest sense, by the Sacred Writer^ 
The mere reading of the preceding and subsequent verse will sulSce 
to render this cleaf.. 

Hbb. i. 7 — ^9. And of the angels he saith, Who makelh his angels spirits, and! tlis 
ministers a flame of fire. But unto [or of] the l^n [he saith], Thy throne, O God ! 
is for ever and ever : a sceptr6 of righteoasness^is the sceptre of thy kingdomL Thou 
bast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity ; therefore God, even Tht GoD^ hal^ 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness oift^ve My y^ltoiof. 

'' Gpd-r^tf^ thy God-^haiU anointed thee ;** therefoie th^ per- 
son whq is adoressed as God in the preceding verse^ had a G^ 
ubqpe him*; and consequently could not be iW SQpi^QiG Deity, nor 
Ood in the strictest sense of the word* ''God hatb anainUd^e 
wiA the oil of gladneze;** therefore the person addressed in t)io 
8tb yeise could not be the Everlasting Divinity s for who^<;<wkl 
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i&ttohit the finproUe Being with tbe oil of gladness f Wbocoulci 
inoreaae that felicity which is at ev^ery momenty and has heen from 
aliettiml^, perfect and complete? *' God-^even thy God— hath 
anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows ;" therefore 
the person addressed in the 8th verse^ could not he the' Supreme 
Being, who reigns withoat a rival and without an equal. This ar- 
gument is so plain, tliat even Mr. Bagot, with all his ingenuity, will 
not heahle to turn it aside. But to make it still more obvious, I 
refer you 



Psalm xl7. 5, 6. Thy throne, O God ! is for ever and ever:, the sceptre of thy 
kmgdom is a r|ght sceptre. Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness j thens- 
fore €tod, thy God, hath anointed thee with the- oil ofgladhess above thy fellows. 

Here we find the very words on which Mr. Bagot so much relies, as 
proving the proper Deity of the Word, applied to a person who,TroiB 
several expressions in the psalm, appears to he Solomon, in a ccxai^ 
position which is entitled *' A Song of Loves ;" that is, an epiihalti^ 
miwm or amatory poemr. I i^all omy state, th^t the commencing 
clause in Hbb. i. 8; and in Psalm xlv. (f, may,, hi both places, he 
v^ry properly translated ''God is thy throne for ever and ever;^^ 
an expression which is similar to those wherein God is spoken of as 
a tower, sk/ortresSf and a shiM; and thatitirprobahly applied both 
to Solon^on and to our Lord, simply to denote theistability and cour 
timxance of their respective kingdoms^ 

I shall now proceed to lay befbre yon the remaihiiig proofs that 
the Scriptui'es uniformly represent the Son of God, as subordinate 
to God, the Father f and in the first place I shall demonstrate that— 

THB TITLES WHICH ARB GIVEN IN SCRIPTURE TO OUR LORD JESUfi^ 
CB»I8T, ARE SUCH AS DEC! IffiDLT PROVE HI9 INFERIORITY TO THB 
FATHER. 

{Jk.) He is called "the Word;'' and this term is believed, by thoste 
who suppose that in him two natures are united, to denote the high;, 
est of tnem. 

John i. 1. In the beginnbg was the Word, and the Word was with Gody'aad th^ 
Word was God. 

John i. 14. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among, us, (and we behdd 
Bis gloiy, the gloiy as of the only-begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

These two verses, which occur, in the same context, a£ford the only 
kistance that I have been able to find, in which the' term Word can; 
even by possibility, be supposed to be applied to<Christ in any sense. 
On the former passive I have alrea^ commented at sufficient 
length: I confine myself, on this occasion^ to a very few remarks on 
&e latter. It asserts, that "the Word" was made fi^sh ; and '* the 
Word/' as Mr. Bagot intimates, is the proper and descriptive name 
for Christ's divine nature. Was, then, the divine nature^mnde flesh t 
Was the Deity converted into manhood? — ^This the> text- affirms, if 
the meaning attributed to the Word be correctly stated. But this is a 
deictriiie wlid^ even the orthodox repudiate i the Ifircck Wordi^^^xv!!:. 
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fore, cannot in t^l» pa$9age admit of the t^nificathm 8bp]K>sed. 
Was the Eternal iVfajesly of heayen made (sfmro) flfesdi ? ' ' Wdl did 
!3V}n Bap^pt declare^ that itisdifflcoltnot to itrespasil beyond; <tbe p^6. 
P^r lunit^ wben stating views snob a9 tiiote notr ddverted tb. 'Bat, 
.ip Irutli, not only doej the term W^o#»rfnot'deobte the Sdpreme Deity 
of the person to ^bom it is apt)lied^ bbtnatei'in«ouid be employed, 
more clearly expressing the very contrary rfcnr none can ihofe'dia. 
^inct)y proclaim, th^t one being is inferior 'to anbtbar; tba» when tbe 
former is declared to be the word of the latter. Yon ^ill observe; 
that in John i. 14, it is not declared tl^at the Su/preaib Being took 
man'siiatareinto union with his own; but> simply, ttat the Word 
itas made or became ^esh. Now that the Word Ah itself a naate of 
inferiority, I shall prove by simply reading to you the meanings of 
the term A^^,YlK>rrf,> as given by the celebrated 'Trinitarian lexi- 
eographer, Schleusne^, in bis Lexicop to the New Testament, They 
are as fblldws: 

A word spoken, a speech, an onitioQ, (short ^r long, )> written diaooueae, a 
writing, a book, (more especially A tftonca^^ a narrative of a fact, a story, (t^u^ 
or ffdse,') a report, a nimoiir, a precept, a mi^ndate, a^ (estinciony« ap oracle, a 
vatioilULtioii, a prophecy, a promise, a threat^ a comAinattion, - a proverb, an 
•adage,, a: p«pnlar opimoa or acntiment, a question, a controversy, a subject of 
4isci|8Bjoii^ a auk at law» a^eavae to cbme befm a jad^,;a.calumny', a rtproa)Bh, 
a blafph^my, a doctrine. taught, ,an instruction^ a Hipde orji^n, Af tetiefaiar* 
the power of speaking and teaching; a tegche^^ [N.B. ..To v tl;i|s meanings 
ScHLEUSNER refers John i. 1, JoflN i. 14, and 1 John v. 7";] the profession of 
the Chiistian religion^ the 8i;ibject of, discourse, an apeount. to, |>^reDc^red of 
iinyact or iact hi: words, an acqount rendered of any thing, grven ^drecMved; 
m oansd; a reason-; the estimatiba m which any thing is helci ; an a^u*^ Wl^ct, a 
Jbusioeas $ ' a trade, a conitneree \ eqn%, justice^ iaimeto ; the aj^parent and ^titward 
aeeming of any thing, as opposed to faet and truth. Sometimes it is superfluous ; 
sometimes it is omitted. ,......,<-• 

Such is the signification of that term:i^hicb Mr. Ba^ot tells ns is the 
proper name of the Supreme Deity of Christ. After reading the 
list, am I not authorised to ask, whether any term could hja^vci been 
fotind more inadequate to express thie idea which his theofy amkes 

toit? - ^ ■ • '• ■ ■" ' ' 

2. Oar Lord is called. the "Child of Godwin Scripture, three 
times; the "Son of God," or "the Soil,*' ninety-three times ;atl(^t; 
" God's ou?» Son, dear Son, beloved Son, or qnltf-begotten Son," fifteen 
times. 'The passages being so numerous,. I riefer yoti .to CttiprD^iii's, 
or any other good Concordance, for the places wherein they occur. 
, Now, I argue, that ei^ery instance wbereiii one of these names is 
iabe iomd, is a proof of the inferiority of the person to wbdm it is 
applied. The phrases, "'Scm,""^oh of fhd,** w. ^ applled^oour 
iuordy are no donbi metaphorical ; but ;^et they clearly and strbngit 
(express the priority of the Father-~the origination 6f the Son, as 
opposed ta self-existence, and bis iaferibtity i^ bis Fatbdr in iiii!tsdoflo> 
dignity, and authority. It appears, then, that Cbrvit's fflial t'ielatioli 
tot GH>d is expressed in Scripture abodt one bond red and ten: titees; 
while he is not called God oftener than^uHte^ori^rti?^; ^d;in ^^^ 
instant^e, with tnarks which i^w tbalt! the naihe is given to bim oni^ 
io a gi^neral or inferior sense. It is jdain^ that tbf^ f?fttbieri&«wt 
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e|Ei9tl>ef0r6 tber Son* and .|l^t th^ Son ddrired JmexteMcetfrpm the 
Father ; a9d b^th these eii^um3t&nQe8 are irreconcilable: i^^Uh, the 
s^leged proper Deity of the Son. If^; indeed, the ^yrliers of. ^ripture 
W4,l^np,wn Qur^Lprd .TesMS Cb^ri^t to. be ih^ Supreme BQiiiig,., why 
would they 80 repeatedly and habitually give hlin a ilame which ck> 
<J^stinctly ^ipiplies: inferfority ? , ; j <;i 

! Tjbe.ter^s Fatheir ond Son, ag applied to God and ouif Sayiour/ 
denote^ indjeedy the mu^al affection which sa^ists^ between tliem,;v 
and bestowed, ad the phrase Son of God is in Scripture, cmpbati-. 
cally on our Lord, it signifies, unquestionably, that he enjoyed a 
distidgmshed 'degree of regard and affeotion on the part dfth^ Su. 
preine Being. But this is no more than every Unitarian believes; 
and^ certainly, no denomination could more inadequately denote the 
Supreme Beingi Yet thi» is the very word which is almost onifoitnl/ 
employed in human creedsi catechisms/ and liturgies, to express bis; 
Godh3^. In such compositi6nS| We read repeatedly of ^^ Cnooj i;^ 
Soni^'- a phraseivhich cannot be pointed out in Scripture; but whidr 
occnirs in that prayer which Mr. Bagot recited every Sunday— ** O 
€hd the Son, Redesmar of the world," &c. Let it be retnembered^ 
tliat the phrase " Son 6f Ood'^ is attributed to many other beings 
whose Deity never was alleged. Thus, we read, that, on the com^ 
pletiQn .of the material creation^ ^'all the Sons of God^' (i* «. the 
angels) " shouted for joy." The Jews, under the Old Testament 
diapep0ation> are called "<|h|ld4ren of the Most High.^^ And, under 
the New Covenant, Christians are reminded of the love which the 
Father hatb showed unto ^$, that we should be callisd '' thfi Sons of 
God.*' A phrase which caq }^e ^ extensively applied^ certainly. 
afiCords np intimation of the Supren^e Deity of him: tc> ivhQm it .k. 
applied, ; . , t 

a Our blessed Lor^ is called an Apcistleontee; a High Pri<edt 
eleven times ; a Prophet iiineteei» times. AH these terms denote, of 
themselves, his inferiority to God. The maimer in which th6sei titleef 
are given to Christ in the New Testament, confirms thiis. inference. 

Hbb. tii. ]. Consider the Apostld aad High Priest of our pzofesfflOii4 CfaiisI 
Jesus'; who waAfaithfiU^ to him that app&inted hint, as also Mo$e$ was/ait^fuh 

" A Hiah Priest** can scarcely be regarded as denoting a divine per- 
son.^. In this passage, our Sofviour is represented as an Apostle, and 
as a High Priest, who was appointed tor- those offices, in the same maiiu 
ner, and by the same authority,, to whicb Moses owed bis selection; 
and who was, like him, /aiVA/l^/ to his superior. Subordination couM 
not be more clearly expressed. For the other examples of the us;af 
of these phrases, I must, as before, refer tp the Concprclance, in 
whiidh they will readily be fbund. Aniotig flie instances wherein 
our Lord is called a Prophet in the New Testament, 1 1'efer you to 
bis o^yn words in— 

LifKE xiii. 33. itr (^nnot H thaM i^ropAc^ parish put of Jervsalem^ 

These words he,epoke' in anticipatioa of hiff death. He ie also 
called by the same title inu.^ ' -- 

IJUK'E' kxiv. Id'. Jesus of Nazareth, who ti^ a Proptt^t mighty in deed aud wdm 
before God^«iid aU the jgleople.' 
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Andf if it be alleged thlBit tbis expression fell from two of Ms diid- 
pies, before tbq commtinication of the Holy Ghost, I refef to — 

Acts iU. 22, 23. For Moses tral j said unto the Others, ** A P^bet shaTi theXori 
your God raise up unto yoo, of your brethren like unto me : him shidl ye hear in all 
things whatsoever be shall say unto jou." 

la these three passages, Christ is freely compared eiren to human' 
agents; and is expressly called by a title that is frequently attributed 
to certain of them— -a Prophet; a most extraordinary name whereby' 
to designate the Supreme %eing ! 

4. Our Lord is several times in Scripture called a Man; and thid* 
not by his enemies merely, nor by the Jewish people alone ; but 
by himself, and by inspired prophets and faithful apostles. Nor is 
Uie title given to him only in one branch or department of his sup- 
posed compound nature ; but in such a way, as to show that it was 
given to him in his entire capacity. Indeed, the distinction between 
the two natures of Christ, to which Mr. Bagot and other Tjonitarians 
80 frequently have recourse, is perfectly gratuitous and unfounded ; 
on assumption unknown to the inspired writers and early teachers of 
the word of God. On this subject, I shall probably make a few 
remarks before the close of this discussion. 

IsA. liii. 3. He is despised and rejected of men ; a man of sorrows, and ac- 
quainted with grief. 

John i. 30. After me cometh a man who is preferred before me : for he was 
belbre me. 

These words of John the Baptist may be understood as referring 
dther to the superior authority of Christ, or simply to his pre-exist: 
ence. To the latter mode of interpreting the verse, and to the doo. 
trine which it involves, I am, as I have already stated, inclined ; 
although I admit my theory is accompanied with some difficulties* 

' John iv. 29. Come, (said the woman of Samaria,) see a man who told me an 
tbmgs that ever I did. Is not this the Christ ? 

LuKB xxir. 19. Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet, ke, * 

I quote this passage again, becauise the words of the original are, a 
man prophet; which may be translated, in accordance with a Greet 
idiom of frequent occurrence, either a human prophet, or a prophetic 
man. Our Saviour did not scruple to apply the same language to 
himself on various occasions : as in-— 

John ▼iii. 40. But now ye seek to kill me, a man that hath told you the truth, 
which I have heard of God. 

Nor did his disciples, as in the words of Peter — 

Acts ii. 22. Ye men of Israel, hear these words : Jesus of Nazareth, a man i^^. 
proved among you, by signs and wonders, which God did in the midst of you, throti^itf 
him, &c. 

The reading of these words suggests a question, to which I should 
gladly receive an answer. In what one of all the addresses of all ihe 
Apostles to their countrymen and to the heathen, did any one of 
them ever make the slightest mention of the supposed Deity of 
Christ ? According to the popular representations, we might kna- 
gine that the Apostles, when they went forth to publish salfation i»i 
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the worlds forgot the great object of their teaching^. Oertain it is, 
that they dropped not one word on the subject of Christ's Divinitj. 
They had not teamed in the school of modem orthodoxy. Had they 
gone foi;th in the spirit of modem preachings they would have been 
heard to speak loudly and largely of Jesus as '* God and man/' and 
" the incarnate God,'' and *' God-man ;" and they might have been 
heard to speak — in thelanguage'of Wesley's Hymn-Book, if I mistake 
not— of the agonies of the Deity expiring bn the cross I But none 
of these things did or could the Apostle* announce to their cotem- 
poraries ; because they are modem discoveries, of which they them- 
selves required to be informed. 

Acts xvii. 30, 31. God hath appointed a daj in which he wUl judge the worli^ 
in rigfateousoess, tiirough that man whom he hath ordained. 

Mr. Bagot argued, that the'office of executing judgment required all 
the attributes of Deity : but here we find ^e office is as^gned to 
Christ, — and assigned to him, not in his divine, but in his human 
nature. ''God will judge the world through that man whom he h&th 
ordained.^' These are the words of Paul to the Athenians. Choose 
ye now between his authority and that of my reverend opponent 

Our Lord is called a man in several other passages \ among which 
I shall now adduce only — 

1 Cor. XV. 21. For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrect* 
tion of the dead. 

(5.) He is called the *' Son of man'' — a designation which un- 
questionably marks bis inferiority to God — by others, at least five 
times; by himself upwards of seventy times. For the particular 
passages, I must again refer you to the Concordance. 

(6.) He is called '' the Senf of God— er, which is the same thing 
in eflfect, God is declared to have 'sent him — at least fifty-six times ; 
a mode of speech which is perfectly inconsistent with, the doctrine of 
his supposed Deity. Fi/ly-six times God is declared in Scripture to 
have sent him. If this does not mark his inferiority, I know not 
what does. Remember his own words : " The servant is not greater 
than his Lord, neither be that is sent greater than he that sent him ;^^ 
a declaration which, in the Jewish idiom, means to affirm strongly 
and pointedly, that the servant is less than his Lord, and the person 
sent inferior to him by whom he is sent. Now our Lord is said to 
bave been sent by the Father in — 

John iv. 14. We have seen, and do testify, that the Father, hath sent the Son te 
be the Saviour of the world. 

The Father therefore is superior to the Son. Our Lord even com- 
pares his own mission, received from the Father, to that of his Apos- 
ties, received from himself. 

John xx. Si. Then said Jesus to them agam, Peace be unto you. As my Father 
hath sent me, even so send I you. 

# 

Jo^N xvii. 18. As thou hast sent me into the world, even so send I them into the 
world. 

This last passage occurs in that solemn prayer on which Mr. Bagol 
bas coBimei^ed so ingeniously^ and several expressions oC vV»&W» 



IfiD 

(biofca most have beien spoken by out Lord in hta rfmA^.oapiicity: 
Think erf* the Divinity offering up a prayer ! But to tbiB the viewa 
of Trinitarians necessarily lead. ; Secf farther--* 

John viil. 4d. Neither came I of myself, but he {that is God) sent me. ' 

(7.) He is called a Mi?(/ia/e>r four times ; and the Christ, or the 
Anointed, upwards of three hundred times. Now Mr. Bagot ex. 
pressly allocs, that the term Mediator does, in itself, imply inferiority 
to one of the parties between whom he mediates. He has not there- 
fore a divine Mediator, aftording to bis own showing ; but one who 
is inferior to Divinity. Observe also that the term Mediator is not 
confined to our Saviour in Scripture ; for Moses is called by that 
title, by iio kss an authority than the Apostle Paul, in Gai^; iii. 19 : 
[The law] " was ordained by angels in the hand of a Mediator;^* and 
the expression is virtually repeated in the next ver$e, where, in refer- 
ence to the foregoing declaration, it is added : "Now a. Mediaior is 
not a mediator of one ; but God is one.'^ And that the term CAm^ 
(the Anointed) Ao^^ in itself imply, inferiority, is obvious from — 

Acts x. 38. Gon anobtUd Jesiis of Nazareth with the bolj spirit and with 
power. 

Now {IS no person whatsoever could possibly anoint the Almighty with 
the holy spirit and with power, it follows, that he who is thefJlnointecf, 
or the CJtrist, is inferior to God. And a passage which puts this 
beyond all question, is— 

Ac^it jti 36. God hatji «ia<2« Jesus, |]|pth Lord and Ci^^. ' 

Our Saviour therefore derived his unction, or the appointment to hid 
office as the iC^An's/, from God; and this shows that wherever the term 
Christ is found, it is to be considered as a declaration of his inferio*. 
rity to the Father. Now, as 1 have already stated^ it is applied to 
our Lord upwards of three hundred times. 

> I shall now adduce as muiy a$ my time will permit of a nnttei^ 
ous cla^s of-^ 

I ' ' _ . ' ' ' 

TEXTS IN WHICH IT IS EXPRESSLY DECLARED, THAT CHRIST WAS 
CREATED BY THE FATHER, AND RECEIVED FROM HIM HIS EXIST- 
JSNCE, WISDOMj POWER, AUTHORITY, AND GLORY. 

As connected with this subject, it may be^pbsierv^d, that when the 
Apostle Paul speaks in the loftiest terihsiie ever employs, with refe- 
rence to the dignity and .pre^eininencie of the Savioui* of meii, benot 
only gives to him the title "Son,'* which in itself itop!ies!nferiof?ty; 
but iie^ fi^peak* of h^pi) as." the firH^-horn^ all creation s^'nndlsinc^ 
the firrstrbqm ofeveryfuiimly is always a m^nvber of that fafi^lyy so 
the first-born of creation must be himself a cff a(ttrtf:-r that is to-say; 
a created, being. The pass^e to whi<?h.I allude is tq^ be, jToqnd inr^ 

Col. i. 12—20, Giving thanks unto the Fatbev, vho ^- ^ halh translalMl 
us into the kingdom of his Qiyn dear Son; * • who is the image of the . invisible 
Godi THE riksT-BORN of every creature : [/jea^ra xrlifiug, of all creation:] fpr j)jj 
[li/, in] him were created all things that are. in heaven, and that jblis «n ca^^, 
visible '. and invisU>le, whether they be thi^es, or dominions, or principaTiti^ 
or powers ; aU things werp oreaited through him,, and for him. ' Aiid h^ i» beforel 
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all things^ and by [sv^ in] him aU thiiigs consist. ' And he is the head of .the bodji 
the church : who is the beginning, tbe FtasT-BORN from the dead ; that in ail 
things be might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased [him^ i. e. the Father, as, 
appears from ver. 12,] that in him should all fulness dwell. 

In this lofty description, Paul gives frequent intifaations of the in. 
feriority of Christ to the Father. He calls him " the Son/' — " the 
dear Sou of the Father;'' — a phrase which excludes the ideas of iden. 
tity and eauality. He calls him, not *' the invisible God," but " the 
image of tae invisible God," — the representation of the invisible 
Deity. He calls him, not the author of all creation, but " the first. 
BORN of all creation ; and thereby expressly aiffirms, that he was 
himself created. He does not affirm, that he exercised any creative 
power of his own, independent of the Father's will; but that the ere. 
ation which he effected was accomplished '* through him," as a sub- 
ordinate a^;»i/,— such being the proper signification of the original 
phrase, (5/ ahr^, not wr abrov,) He not only declares him to be 
'* THB FIRST-BORN of all Creation** and as such brought into exist, 
ence by the power of the Father, but also that he owed to the same 
Almighty Being, the distinction of being '* the beginning," atid 
''FiRST-BORN/rom the dead;" " for it pleased him," says the Apostle, 
(referring, beyond all question, to me Father, as the connexion of 
the passage ishows,) "that in him should all. fulness dwell,'* In this 
passage, therefore* the Apostle applies, as I have already staged, 
high and lofty titles to our blessed Lord and Saviour, though not 
more high and lofty than every Unitarian is most willing to bestow 
upon him; but with these distinguished appellations, he gives, at the 
same time, the clearest intimations, that in his highest state, ofHce, 
or capacity, he is inferior to the Father, derives his extensive powers 
and endowments from the Father, and acts as his minister and agent. 
Now this is downright Unitarianism. 



Mr. BAGOT. — I never felt more forcibly how much I stand in 
need of the prayers of every Christian in this assembly ; for Unless I 
am guided by a power from above, the malignity of the flesh, which 
wars against the Spirit, would be likdy, from the circumstances in 
which I am placed^ to raise my feelings into a state of indignation, 
unsuited to Christian principle and temper. Most sincerely do I 
msh, that I could extend to Mr. Porter the right hand of Christian 
fellowship, and join with him in expressing our mutual experience 
by repeating those words which he has just referred to, in CoLri. 12 
to 14 : ''We giv« thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet 
to be partakens of the inheritance of the saints in light ; who hath 
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son ; in whom we have redemption through 
hU blood, ecen the forgiveness of sins.*^ 

I have called on Mr. Porter two or three times during this dis^ 
cuBsron^ to eteite what are the precise and definite sentiments which 
he entertains in reference to the personal rank and dignity of the 
Saviour. This question he has never answered. I have at length, 
however, ascertained the reason. It is simply ibiH-^because he has 

Q 
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no definiie or positipe views whatever mpon the iubjeet. Yesterday, 
ifor instance, he told you that he believed in the pre-existence of 
Christ ; but to-day he has said, that this doctrine, though he believes 
in it, is encompassed with some difficulties. Again, he has referred 
to Heb. i. 9, and has asked me this question. If Christ be God, how 
can he be said to have " fellows ?'' But he has forgotten, that, if 
he believes Christ to be a superangelic being, standing alone without 
a compeer in creation, it devolves as much upon him to show what 
is meant when the Apostle speaks of Christ having " fellows ;*' and 
if he acknowledges that he has a fellow, and yet refuses, at the same 
time, to admit the doctrine of two natures, he must then believe that 
Christ was either an angel or a man, or an angelic nature united to 
a human body ; although, indeed, in this last case, it would still be 
difficult to show who were his '* fellows." 

I shall now endeavour to illustrate, by a simple application, a 
principle of reasoning which Mr. Porter has employed in his last 
speech, in order to show you its proper tendency. He produced one 
part of Scripture in which Christ is called " God," and another in 
Mrhich he is called a minister ; and inferred from a comparison of the 
two, that he is not " God," because he is called "a minister 1" He 
might just as well have argued, that because he is styled a ''Media- 
tor*^ in one passage, he cannot be " the Son of Grod," which he is 
styled in another ! — or that because he is called a " Prophet" in one 
passage, he cannot be a " Mediator," which he is called in another ! 
—or that because he is called a " Man" in one passage, he cannot 
be the " Lord of glory," which he is called in another. In fact, by 
this mode of reasoning, he might prove that Christ is neither Man, 
nor Mediator, nor Servant, nor Son of God, nor Prophet, nor 
Minister, as well as that he is not God ; so that, if we work out this 
principle of interpretation to its legitimate issue, we shall prove that 
ther6 is no such being as Christ revealed in Scripture at all — for 
by this algebraic process of explanation, all the passages which 
speak of Christ's personal character, may be represented as mutually 
neutralizing and destroying «ach other ! But I, on the other hand, 
am satisfied to take the Bible «s it is; and I give equal credit to all 
the declarations which I find in it in reference to Christ. I believe 
Jbim to be a " Minister" and a " Mediator." I assent to both decla- 
rations. 

I would her6 remark, that I have in no instance spoken of 
Christ's mediatorial inferiority, but of his mediatorial subordination. 
This distinction should be well observed. 

If the terms, " Son of God," and " only-begotten Son of God*^' 
be supposed to refer to the humanity of Christ, and not to his 
divinity, then I admit that, in these respects, he is inferior to the 
Father. But I wish to make a remark upon the name, *' only^begot. 
ten Son;" and I shall do so by asking Mr. Porter, does he not 
believe Christ to be a created heiae P If so, why are there not 
millions of Christs in existence? for the same power of DeitT whidh 
Gonld create one, could create a million. It argues against the pbjr* 
sical omnipotence of Deity to say, that he could not have created t 
million of Christs, if Christ be a created being. 
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Mr. Porter alladed to (be tise of the terms, ''Father'^ and « Sod ;'^ 
and argaed that thej necessarily imply saperiority of nature, and 
priority of existence, in the one over the other. To< this I answer, 
that 80 far from these terms implying superiority of natare, a Father 
and Son are always of the 9tvme nature ! — and as to their implying 
priority of existence in one over the other, this may be in one 
sense the case amongst men ^ but the analogy cannot be applied to 
the divine nature. The cause generally precedes the effect ; but we 
should draw a distinction between 2l necessary dxtd an accidental con^ 
nexion between cause and effect When the effect is only the acci» 
dental result of the cause, as in the case of a man becoming a father, 
the cause may be, and always is, antecedent in existence to the effect ; 
but when the effect is the necessary result of the cause, they are 
both coeval. Thus when the sun received that power of illumina- 
tion which is the cause of light, the diffusion of light instantly fol. 
lowed, and the effect was contemporaneous iii existence with the 
production of the cause. If, therefore, we believe that the relationship 
between God the Father and the Son is of a necessary kind, we must 
believe that the Father and Son are coeval and coeternal ; and, even 
amongst men, a father, as a father, does not exist before his son,-— 
for no man is a father until he has a son. 

Let me now apply these principles to the doctrines which Mr. 
Porter professes to believe. Look to the printed statement of his 
first proposition, in which he says, "There is one God, the Father, 
who is God alone ; to the entire exclusion of the alleged proper 
Deity of the Word.'' I ask him, does he believe in the eternity of 
*' the One God, the Father V* Does he believe that the Father ex- 
isted from everlasting ? He must answer, of course, that he does. 
But does not a relative term necessarily imply the existence of its 
ci^rrtf/a^tvtf.^— consequently, the relative term, '^Father,'' must include 
and wrap up in its very existence, the coexistence of its correlative, 
** the Son." Therefore, the Son is coeternal with the Father; and 
Mr. Porter, by admitting the eternity of the latter^ necessarily ad- 
mits the eternity of the former. II not, I ask him, who was God 
before "the Father existed? I refer, in this argument^ taa simple 
logical principle, that the relative and the correlative are coexistent. 
And Mr. Porter must rub the word '' Father*' oat of the statement 
of his first proposition> before he can answer the argument 

I shall- now revert to some of the arguments advanced by Mr, 
Porter yesterday ; and shall reply, in the first place, to his remark 
on John i. 1 : "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God." Yesterday, he told you, 
that Aoyo^ (translated <^word") is intended to designate the wisdom 
of God ; but to-day, when he wished to argue against his eternity, 
he assumed that Ao/o^ is a title'of Christ. Now, whenever Mr. Por- 
ler advances a principle of interpretation, I like to take, as it were^ 
a loan of it for a few moments, and return it to him again as soon as 
I have don6 with it ! Yesterday, then, he told you, that Ao/o^ meant 
the "wisdom' of God." If so, of course the expression, "in the 
begkming," must be understood to denote " from all eternity ;" a» 
there never could have been a lime when God was without wisdom. 



And I would also remark^ that, eren alloiVii»g that ibts word is 
intended to express the " wisdom of God/' yet such an intesf>fetati0n 
removes the difficulty only one step ; asChrist is said^ in I Cor. i. 24, 
to be " th^ wisdom of God." 

But I maintain, that Xttyo^ cannot signify the wisdom of God in 
this passage ; and I do so for the following reasons :-~ 

(1.) Sop/a is the correct Greek term for ** wisdom ;*' not Aoyoj. 

(2.) Even supposing that Ao/p^ could denote ''wisdom/' then the 
entire passage would be more correctly expressed thus : £v o^f j|[y 
^ Sop/KXy xai 4 Sop/a ^v h ©sc^, xa/ 37 l^a h 0soD. , 

(3.) Capacities of active power and intelligence, inctmaistent 
with the nature of an attribute, are ascribed to the Ao/o; in ver. 3> 
11, 14. 

(4.) Is it said, in ver. 4, ''In him was life ;*' but I ask. Is there 
life in an attribute P Is not life itself an attribute of a person ? and 
is not, therefore, the Aoyog a person ? 

(6.) Is it not usual for the New Testament writers to describe 
the attributes of God by a personification, or to begin a serious and 
solemn narrative with the use of iigures of speech. 

(6.) No reason can be assigned for the omission of other attri- 
butes, such as mercy, which were also involved in the incarnation of 
Christ. 

(7.) To assert, that an attribute of Deity was **with Deity," would 
be an absurd truism ^ for where else could the <attribii(tes of God be 
supposed to be P and to say, that one atttribute of Deity was (without 
reference to other attributes) Deity itself, would be representing the 
divine nature as a kind of imfeti^m in imperiof — ^^a Deity in Deity t 
— a part equal to the whole [ 

(8.) The Ajoyog is called, in ver. 14, "the only-begotten of the 
Father.'' Now, admitting that an attribute might, in som6 figfiraiitve 
sense, be said to have been "begotten/' yet I cannot understand 
bow it could be described as the ^'only b^otten," unless God had only 
one attribute. If this were true, what becomes of the other attri- 
butes of Deity P What, for instance, becomes of rkis mercy, his abstract 
mercy, upon which Mr. Porter rests his hope of salvation, Independ. 
ently of the atonement ; forgetting that mercy cKnnot be disjplayed at 
the expense of jmtice, nor can it be elevated labove the jnalice of 
God P For does he know, that the algebraic principle of neutra- 
lizing one quantity by another, cannot l^ applied to the attributes (of 
the Eternal, so as to represent one attribute as aninibilatingianotberP 
Does he not know, that nothing but the atonement of Christ,?— the 
only work of supererogation which could have been performed on 
behalf of sinners, and which receives an i&fiaite value from the Deity 
of him who offered it, — is the only solid basis upon which he can 
rest his belief of pardon, and his hopes of everlasting glory P 

For these reasons, I maintain, that Aaycg, " the word," cannot be 
understood in John i. 1, as designating *Mhe wisdom of God." On 
the other hand, I maintain, that this word is a title €f Christ, for the 
following reaisons : 



f L) it is evident, from Ferae 14, that it is the designation of a 
peison- who ''became Heah^ and dwdit among us.'' 

(2.) Because Christ is described, in Ret. xix. 13, under this title : 
" He was dotfaed in a v-esture dipped In blood, and his name is called 
the Word of God.'* [Mr. Porter yesterday asserted, that John i. 1 
is the only instance -which can be produced of the application of the 
title, Aoyi^, to the Savicrar. Now, here is Ret. xix. 13, which 
affords an additional instance ; and if that will not satisfy him, I refer 
him to HcB. it. 12, 13 : ''The Word of God is quick and power. 
All, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing eren to the 
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and mannow, 
and is adiscerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart; neither 
is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight ; but all tMngs 
are naked, and opened uato the eyes of Him with vfkom we have to 
do.'^ Here, it is evident, from the latter verse, that the Apos^ is 
speaking of a person ; and I understand the former verse as a strong 
figtj^ative description of the scrutinizing and searching omniscience 
of Christ, by which he explores the inmost arcana of the human 
heart, with the same facility as that with which a sword penetrates 
and divides the flesh.] 

The next criticism which Mr. Porter advanced, in connexion with 
John i. 1, was this, that I might as well prove the doctrine of tran- 
suihstantiation from the words of Christ, '^ This is my body,'' as prove 
the Deity ofCfarist from the dedaralion,*'The Word was God." Now, 
I beg to remark here; that, in advocating the doctrine of the Deitjr of 
Christ, I have a common interest with my Roman Catholic fellow-coun- 
trymen ; and I shall not take advantage of this illustration to speak 
against them upon the present occasion. At a proper time, and in a 
suitable place, I am always ready to preach against what I consider to 
be the errors of the Church of Rome ; and I trust I shall never shrink 
back irom being, in this sense, even considered their enemy, if they can 
call me their enemy because I tell them the truth. I shall, therefore^ 
suggest to Mr. Porter another Illustration, which will answer his 
purpose quite as weH ; and I will suppose him to have said to me. 
Yon m^ht as well prove that our>bodies are made of grass, because 
tbe Apostle says, " AM flesh is grass,'' as prove the Deity of Christ 
from the declaraition, "The Word was God !" This illustration is 
just as .wise and sensible as the other. But, suppose I retort the 
principle of reasoning which it involves, how wiH it then serve his 
cause r Suppose, for instance, Mr. Porter should advance a text to 
this effect, "The Father is God," as an argument for the proper 
Deity ^ the Father, what would he say to me if I should reject his 
reasoning by saying to him. You might as well prove that our bodies 
are made of grass, because the Apostle says, ^ All flesh is grass," as 
prove the Deity of the Father from the declaration, " The Father is 
God I*' So that this principle which he has advanced tends to over- 
turn the true Deity of the Father : it places in my hands a powerful 
and irresistible lever, with which I can upturn and overthrow the very 
doctrines which Mr. Porter himself maintains ! 

Mr. Porter asserted yesterday and to-day, that the word 06o^, 
** God,'* in the sentence, "The Word was God," is used in a suhordu 



%aU sense. Let me Happose it is ; and as I am fond of retorting kis 
principles of reasoning against himself, I naturally ask. Why should 
the same word occur twice iti the very same verse, and have a proper 
meaning in one clause, ("The Word was with God/') and ^isuhordu 
naie meaning in the latter clause, ("The Word was God.") I argue, 
that if the word '' God," in the last clause, has a subordinate meaning, 
the same word, in the second clause, must also have a subordinate 
meaning ; and therefore the Father, with whom the Word was, is only 
God in a subordinate sense ! On the other hand, I maintain, that 
because the word eeoy, " God," in the second clause, is used in its 
proper sense ; consequently, the same word, 0eo;, " God," in the 
third clause, is also used in a proper siense. 

But Mr. Porter has advanced this criticism, that because 0fo^, 
in the sentence, %al e>^g h ^ A^c> '^ and the Word was God,'' has 
no article prefixed to it, it must, therefore, be understood in a sii6- 
ordinnte sense, and cannot denote irue Deity. But does not Mr. 
Porter know ike reason why there is no article before &thg P It is 
this, because 0shi is the predicate of the proposition in which it 
occurs ; and also, if it had the article before it, it would be too much 
identified (grammatically speaking) with Bshv in the preceding 
clause) which has the article before it, and the phraseology would not 
keep up the distinction of persons between the Father and the Son : 
so that, in fact, if the two words were so identified, by the prefixing 
of the article before both, THts passage of Scripture would seem 
TO GIVE COUNTENANCE TO Sabeluanism. Further : Does Mr. Porter 
mean to say, that 0go(, without the article, does not denote true 
Deity — and that on the other hand, when used with the article, 
it does denote true Deity? Let me, then, try this principle of criticism 
by the test of Scripture. &iog occurs in verse 6 without the 
article, " There was a man sent from God." Are we to understand 
the word ** God" in a subordinate sense there P Again, it occurs in 
verse 13 without the article, ** which were bom, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God." Are we to 
understand the word " God" in a subordinate sense there P Again, 
It occurs in verse 18 without the article : ** No man hath seen God at 
any time." Are we, also, to understand the word " God" in a sub- 
ordinate sense there P On the other hand, if you look to 2 Cor. 
iv. 4, you will find @shg with the article applied to the Devil, who is 
there styled '' the God of this world :" so that this criticism of Mr. 
Porter's is worth absolutely nothing ! 

Now, as I am very fond of borrowing Mr. Porter's principles of 
interpretation, and making use of them for a time, and when— 'to use 
a vulgar expression — ^I have taken a turn out of them, give them 
back to him again ; I shall now make some use of this principle of 
reasoning which he laid down, when he stated, that the predicate of 
a proposition may always have the article before it; and I shall 
apply it to the interpretation of a passage upon which Mr. Porter no 
doubt lays great stress, and which you will find in 1 Cor. xv. 24 to 
28 : " T%en cometh the end, when he shall have delivered up the 
kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he shall have put down all 
rule, and all authority and power. (For he must reign, till he bath 
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pat all enemies under iiis feet. The last enemy that shall be de- 
stroyed is death. For he hath put all things under his feet. But 
when he saith. All things are put under him^ it is manifest^ that he is 
excepted which did put all things under him.) And when all things 
shall be subdued unto him« ih^n shall the Son also himself be subject 
to him that did put all things under him, that God may be aH in sdl." 
The last verse reads thus in the original: ^av ds iKrofo^fi aur^ rd 
vdvTcty TOTS xou avrbg 6 vsbg b^orayritfn'ou nS iMTord^avri aitrp rdt ^avra, 
hcbfio &$bg rof, 'jedvra sv mm, But^ before I apply Mr. Porter's criti- 
cism to this text, I must first give a general explanation of the entire 
passage. The kingdom which is mentioned in it, cannot be under- 
stood to refer to the general dominion of the universe which Christ 
sustains as God; for that kingdom shall continue for ever, as we 
learn from Isa. ix. 7 : ''Of the increase of his government and peace, 
there shall be no end, upon the throne of David and upon his king, 
dom, to order it, and to establish it, with judgment and with justice, 
from henceforth even for ^^r;''— and from Luke i. 33 : ''He shall 
reign over the house of Jacob ybr ever; and of his kingdom there 
shall be no end;'' — and from Heb. i. 8 : "Thy throne, O God, is^br 
ever and ever ;" — and also from Heb. xii. 8, where it is described as 
a " kingdom which cannot be moved.'' 

The kingdom, therefore, which is referred to in the passage under 
consideration, must be understood to refer to the mediatorial kingdom 
of Christ, which he undertook in subordination to the Father's will, 
which he carries on in subordination to the Father's will, and which 
he will surrender in subordination to the Father's will. And here I 
would remark, that the fact of a person acting in subordination to 
the vnll of another, for a limited time and for a specific object, can- 
not prove an inferiority of nature in the person so acting; but only 
proves a temporary official com^W^xxce with the other's will. 

Now, this passage of Scripture merely asserts, that, when the ob- 
jects for which Christ's mediatorial kingdom was instituted shall have 
been attained, it shall be surrendered to the Father ; and that, in the 
act of surrendering his kingdom to the Fatlier, Christ will be acting in 
full compliance with the Father's will. Now, I request you to attend 
to this last remark ; because it is too generally assumed on one side, 
land admitted on the other, that the clause, " then shall the Son also 
himself be subject/' &c. refers to that eternity which will succeed the 
act of Christ's surrendering his kingdom. But the word rort (then) 
never can be used in the sense of a continuing period, much less as 
denoting a period which will never end. This word invariably refers ^ 
to a specific date ; and in this passage refers to the particular daie of 
Christ's surrendering his kingdom V the Father. It is evident, 
therefore, that this passage may be thus paraphrased : " When all 
4n»g8 shall be subdued to the Son as Mediator, then, as the media- 
tbnsd kingdom will be no longer necessary, he will surrender that 
kingdom to the Father, who sustains the higher ofi&ce in the economy 
of grace, in order that (not " God the Father,'' as in ver. 24, but in 
order that) God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, may be all in all : so 
that as the Mediator was all in all, during the continuance of his 
kingdom (Col. iii. 11); so, after its termination, the Divine Bein^ 
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will be all ia all; and carry on the govemaienl of the oniverse by a 
direct and immediaie administration. And; in surrendering his king- 
dom, Christ will be acting in fall compliance with the will of the 
Father, whose good pleasure it is that he should surrender an official 
state^ which neeessarify implies subordination, and should cease to be 
subordinate« Or, in fact, he will be acting in subjection to tlte Father^s 
mil, in ceasing to be subject." 

I shall now apply Mr. Porter's principle of interpretation to this 
passage. The principle to which I allude is this: That the predicate 
of a proposition may always have the article before it. Upon this 
principle, I see nothing to prevent me from translating the 28th verse 
thus : '' When all things shall be subdued unto him, then ^i, e. in sur^ 
Tendering his kingdom) shall the Son be subject to him that did put 
all things under him, that he (i. e. the Son) may be Gt>d all in all. 
Mr. Porter's principle, that the predicate may have the article, re- 
moves every objection to my regarding 6 0ihg, " God," as the predi- 
oate of the propositioii; and it is a very general rule of Greek Syntax, 
that, where the adverb ha is immediately followed by a verb, we are 
to look back to the preceding sentence for the nominative case to the 
verb which follows ha, 

[But, whilst I am engaged with this passage of Scripture, I would 
wish to direct your attention to the distinction which the Apostle 
makes, in ver. 24, between i^awfiav, "authority," and bbvofuv, "ability," 
He evidently refers to t^se as two distinct things. The remark i 
wish to moke is this: Thiait, though Christ says, in Matt, xxviii. 18, 
HMfi fiM v^Ltsa l|oiAr/a, " all authority has been given to me," he never 
said, sd6^ fua nea^sa Uvofngy " all ability has been given to me." Christy 
as Mediator, received e^otxr/av, "authority ;" but he did hot receive 
bwmfiMy, " ability :" and his reception of the " authority" necessarily 
implies his previous possession of the " ability ;" for it would have 
been absurd to have given " authority" to one who did not possess 
the "ability" requir^ for its effectual exercise.] 

And t would also call upon Mr. Porter to account for the phra- 
seology in the 24th verse, " God the Father." If the Father exclu. 
sively be God, why use the words, "God the Father"? Would not 
the word " God" have been sufficient ? and do not these words imply 
the existence of another person beside " God the Father," who is G od ? 

Mr. Porter has asked me in reference to John i. 1, " How could 
Christ be the same God with whom he was?" I answer, that be 
eould have been the same God with the Father, though not the same 
person with the Father. And I would refer him to two passages of 
Scripture, which prove that t^ clause, " the Word was with Grod,'' 
means^ that the Word was with the Father ;'^io John xvii. 5> "And 
now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self, with the glory 
which 1 had with thee before the world was;'' — and to 1 John i. 2, 
" For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witne8S> 
and show unto you that eternal life which wa^ with the Father.^ 

Mr, Porter next adverted to John i. 3, "All things were made 
by him," {^dwa hi atrou lyivtro;) and asserted, that Christ was ^ 
created and finite instrument in tlie hands of theCreatot> and was 
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eiMloyed by him* in creating all tbing;s» And bow did be prove tbis? 
-^Dj a very ** wire-drawn'' criticism upon the Greek preposition dm. 
[And here I may remaric, that I am not in the habit of suspending 
my creed on fine-spnn criticisms upon Greek prepositions.] But 
let me examine this criticism . He asserted that dta always denotes 
the inetrumental cause. Now, if this criticism be true, I should wish 
to know how he will explain Rom. xi. 36, '' For of him, (u e. God) and 
through him, {diahrovy) and to him, are all things.'^ Are we to under- 
stand, from this passage, that God was only the instrumental cause 
of all things P or how will he explain Heb. ii. 10, '' For it became 
bim, (u e. the Father,) for whom {dl 6y) are all things, and by whom 
(jd! o\j) are all things ?** Are we to understand, from this passage, that 
" the Father'' was only the instrumental cause of all things P Thus 
bis argument, that d/a, in John i. 3, only denotes that Chjrist was 
the instrumental cause of the creation, falls to the ground. And I 
may remark, that the passage in Heb. ii. 10, to which I have jus^ 
referred, contains both 5/ ovy ''(ox whom," and d/ oD, ''by whom,'' and 
illustrates this rule of Greek Syntax : That, when &a denotes the 
Jlnal cause, it governs the accusative ; and, when it denotes (he effi- 
cient cause, it governs the genitive case. I argue, therefore, that bta. 
denotes the efficient cause ; and, even supposing it did denote the 
instrument, still I can prove, by a reference to Hosjsa i. 7, that the 
instrument is no less a person than Jehovah himself : " I will have 
mercy on the house of Judah, and will save them by Jehovah their 
God,^' 

I shall close this address by alluding to an argument which Mr. 
Porter advanced yesterday, against my reasoning for the Deity of 
Christ, by comparing texts in which the same divine attributes are 
referred to Christ «nd Jehovah or God. He quoted Isa. vii. 4, in 
which the prophet is represented as speaking to Ahaz, and compared 
It with the lOth verse, hi which Jehovah is represented as speaking 
4o Maz; and he told you, that, upon my principles of reasoning, I 
ought to argue for the Deity of Isaiah i I ask him, in reply. Is 
** speaking'' a divine workP Cannot all creaturesi-vrho are endowed 
with this faculty, speak f And I beg to remind him, that, when I 
argue for the Deity of Christ from a comparison of texts in which 
^ Jehovah** or " God** is spoken of, with others in which " Chriee* is 
'spdken of, I confine myself exclusively to those in which the same 
jaivins works or prerogatives are attributed in each, and do not refer 
to texts in which actions are spoken of which might be performed by 
4jre«tures. Thus when I find it asserted, in Ps. Ixxviii. 6%, that the 
Israelites ^tempted and provoked the Most High God ;'' and when, 
.again, in 1 Cor. x. 9, 1 find this very transaction referred to Christ in 
thrae words, '' Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also 
tempted," — I naturally identify "Christ," in the latter passage, with 
**the Most High God," in the former : just as— when I find an asser- 
tion made in Acts vii. 58, that a person named " Satfl" was standing 
4>y at the martyrdom of Stephen, and " took charge of the clothes of 
the witnesses;" and again, in Acts xxii. 20, I find a person named 
*'Paul" declaring^ that •*when the blood of the martyr Stephen 
was abed, he also was standing by, and consenting unto his deaths 
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and kept the raiment of them that slew him/'— I infer, from A com. 
parison of these two passages, that " Saul" and " Paul" are common 
designations of the same person. So, likewise, when I find the same 
divine works and prerogatives, or the same identical facts, referred 
to "God" in one passage, and to Christ in another, I infer that 
Christ is God— one God with the Father, not one person with the ♦ 
Father. 



Mr. porter.— Mr. Bagot having, in the speech which you 
have just heard, publicly explained how, in consistency with his 
theory, the term " Father*' is so often used in reference to the Su- 
preme Being, and how, and why it is, that in Scripture the phrase, 
" God the Father," occurs so frequently,—! beg to ask him to ex- 
plain, on the same principle, how it is that the phrase, '^ God the 
Son," never occurs P 

This is a plain question, and / expect a direct answer, 

Mr. BAGOT. — I have proved by innumerable passages, advanced 
both yesterday and to-day, that Christ is God. It is said, for instance, 
in John i. 1, '* The Word was God ;" in Rom. ix. 5, that Christ is 
" God over all, blessed for ever ;" and 1 John v. 20, that the Son of 
God is " true God and eternsd life." There is God the Son. 

Mr. porter.— It is but seldom that 1 have had occasion to con- 
gratulate myself on the exercise of caution and circumspection ; but, 
on the contrary, I have frequently been obliged to regret my not having 
taken sufficient pains to guard myself against a contingent evil. For 
once in my life, however, I have been prudent. I am happy, exceedingly 
happy, that the speech which I delivered at the close of yesterday's 
proceedings, was accurately prepared and written down previously, 
with the exception of a few extempore remarks, in reply to Mr. Bagot^s 
speech, just before pronounced. I am exceedingly happy that this 
was the case ; because, from the manner in which Mr. Bagot has 
treated my statements, attributing to me sentiments which I never 
entertained, and language which I never uttered. I have reason to 
fear, that, unless I could thus positively identify every syllable of what 
I advanced, I should be in the hands of one, whose tender mercies to 
my arguments would be cruel. It is not, of course, of his attempts to 
answer my statements, that I complain. Could he do so convincingly, 
it would please me well. Truly gratified should I be, when thus 
convinced, to be able to embrace the popular tenets conscieniiou^y, 
and perhaps to become a member of that dominant hierarchy, with 
which there is connected so much of worldly honour, emolument, 
and respect; and in which I see individuals, not infinitely my supe- 
riors in personal merit, advanced to elevated stations. Nothing 
would give me greater pleasure, therefore, dian to hear Mr. Bagot 
refute my arguments, and demonstrate that my doctrines are wrong. 
It is not, then, of his attempts to answer my arguments that I com- 
plain : I complain that in his statement of them, he has mangled them 
and murdered them. If he means to refute my positions, he ought 
surely to state them correctly. To mis-state and distort them, and 
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then lo ground an argument on his own misrepresentationsi, is not 
answering 9itf/ arguments at all, but answering some supposed asser- 
tions which I never made, and for; which I am not accountable : they 
are not mine, any more than they are his own. 

These remarks have been drawn from me by Mr. Bagol's lan- 
guage with respect to my observations on John i. 1. In order that 
you may see how very closely Mr. Bagot kept to the point of my 
criticism, and how intimately connected with the subject is all that 
he advanced respecting the explanation of the A6yoi as the wisdom 
of the Deity, and concerning the personification of an attribute; and 
indeed to prove how directly the whole of his argument on that text 
bore on the subject of discussion, — I shall simply read to you, from 
the paper now before me, what I actually did say, on the occasion 
alluded to by my reverend opponent : — 

*' Another passage on which Mr. Bagot laid much stress, on this as on former oc- 
casions, is Jo9N i. 1 : In the beginning was the word, and the word was with Gody 
and the word was God. * * AU things were made by him ; and nnthout him was 
not any thing made that was made. * * On this passage of Scripture, however, now 
^fore us, it is worthy of remark, that several learned men have been of opinion that 
by the wwrd we are not here to understand the pirson of Christ, but the wisdom of 
God which dwelt in him. 

' '* But teaving this observation out of tnem altogether, and allowing the common 
translation to stand unaltered, the phrase, ' t?te word was God* no more proves his 
Supreme Deity, $han the language ^this is my body, this is my blood,* proves the 
doctrine of Transubstantiation," &c. &c. &c. 

And then I went on to explain the passage on a totally different 
principle, from that on which Mr. Bagot has commented. He will 
follow me in this debate ; and^ as he has not yet answered my rea- 
soning on John i. 1, 1 hope he will do so much justice to his cause, 
to his opponent, and to this auditory, as to do so now ; and that, in 
future, he will endeavour to be more accurate in his statement of my 
arguments. I appeal to you, if I have dealt with his observations, 
as he has dealt with mine, I appeal to himself, if he has once had 
reason, since the commencement of this discussion, to complain of 
me for having mis-stated a syllable of what he advanced. These 
repeated inaccuracies on his part, (I should be loath to say^ and I 
do not say wil/ul inaccuracies,) certainly prove, that he has not been 
paying that continued attention to my statements, which I felt my- 
self bound, and which I endeavoured, to pay his. 

Some of the statements which Mr. Bagot has laid before you, 
might be made the subjects' of most ludicrous animadversion, were 
the subject of this controversy not of a nature too awful to be con- 
templated in a ridiculous point of view. He has told you, that '' the 
cause generally precedes the eflect \'* I ought, I suppose, to thank him 
for so large and so generous an admission ! Mr. Bagot, then, admits 
that — generally speaking — the cause precedes the effect ! and with this 
important concession, I should have been well satisfied, had he not 
subsequently neutralised its efifect, by declaring that, in all cases, ih^ 
father is "coeval** with his own son ; that is to say, the son is, in all 
cases, as old as his own father ! This was said, not with regard to 
Deity alone, but with express reference to human beings and to 
human nature. The father and the son "coeval! P' The son as old ^^a 
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his own father ! ! ! What weight (oan be altacfaed to an argaaieiit sncii 
as this ? I feel that I do his position more than justice in calliaff 
it an argument; bat snch is the reasoning he has brought forward 
to prove the coeternitj of Christ, the Son of God-* with (rod, the 
Father. It is not an argument : it is a mere quibbling sophism 
upon an awful subject I hope Mjk Bagot is sensible of the impor* 
tance of the question in debate between us : but I am sorry to say, 
that in a great many instances, whether through inattention or de- 
sign, he has given us a number of examples, which would induce a 
contrary impression. 

Mr. Bagot went on further to tell us, that because the Israelites 
are supposed to be represented as having tempted Christ, in a certain 
passage of Scripture, Christ must be G^ over all : since^ as he has 
stated, "none but God can be the object of sin;" or, in other words, 
sin can be committed against no being but God. As a short an- 
swer to this argument, I would merely refer him to another passage 
in the New Testament, in which the Apostle Paul declares to the 
church of the Corinthians, that /'he who committeth** a certain of- 
fence, which he specifies, ** sinneth against his own body !*' IMd the 
Apostle then mean to represent a man's body as possessed of a pro- 
per Deity P Is a man's own body his God P After this simple re- 
ference, I leave Mr. Bagot's argument to speak for itself. 

Mr. Bagot referred to my observation on the preposition Mf, 
which is uniformly employed in the New Testament, where the 
creation is said to have been accomplished through or &y Christ; 
and affirmed, that the same preposition is frequently used in Scrip^ 
ture with reference to the Supreme Being; and, of course, In cir- 
.cumstances where it cannot denote the instrumental case. Now I 
neither have time, nor should I exactly wish, to undertake the trouble 
at present, to go over all the texts in the New Testament, in which 
dta is found followed by a genitive case. I shall therefore content 
myself with reading the following short extract from the writings of 
a gentleman, in whose veracity and candour, I, in common wi^i all 
who know him, repose the fullest reliance, — I mean the Bev. James 
Yat£s, now minister of Carter-Lane Chapel, in the city of Lon. 
don, and author of a most satisfactory reply to Dr. Wardlaw'^ Dis- 
courses ; a work which Mr. Bagot yesterday stated, had never been 
answered. In the course of this reply, at page 84, Mr. Yates states :-«» 

** The preposition d/d, followed by a genitiye or accusatiye case, occurs in the New 
Testament about six hundred and thirty times. It is used to denote the effidentcenue 
of the production of an effect, (of course governing in these instances the genitive,) 
about two hundred and ninety times. I have examined all the passages wher« it is 
found. ^ I have observed that its genera] application, when used to point out an efficient 
cause, is to represent not the primary, but the secondary, ox instrumental cause.* 

t 

And in a note on this passage, Mr. Yates adds,— 

*' Against the universality of this rule, only one passage presents much diiBcutty : 
1 Com. i. 9. a; ou ixXn^n, « through whom ye were called." But even here, there 
lis strong reason for considering u*o as the true reading.— See Griesbach. Even allow, 
ing bi& to denote the original cause in two or three passages, still the probability that 
it denoted the instrumental, would be, in any doubtful case, as a hundred to one." 
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I would gladl; lay before yo« the extracts libkM Mt . Yatbs ba9 
addaced from the Oreek Fathers* Oricuin and EustBiu8»-*-tho8e 
eminently learned and honest writers, — entirely ^onirming the view 
of the meaning of this prepositiop which has been now stated ; but 
thai I most go on to lay before you as maeh as I can of the positive 
evidence in support of my two propositions, which remains yet to be 
considered. I nave scarcely time sufficient to bring it forward, con- 
sistently with that intelligibility which I am an^cioos to preserve ; 
and I fear I shall be obliged to omit a considerable number of very 
Important references* 

1. In continuation: of the proof that Christ is expressly declareol 
ID Scripture to be a created being, 1 appeal to his own words, in — 

' Rby. ill. 14. These things saith the Amen, the £ftithful ftnd tniQ witness, the 
hegiitninjf of the ereaiiom of God, 

2. There are several texts which affirm that Christ derived his 
Existence from the Father ; as for example-^ 

John v, 26. For as tiie Father hath life ia hiovael^ so hatkhe ffinem to the Son 
to have life in himself. 

And this passage, which contains our Lord's own words, aflbrds a 
sufficient answer to the argument for our Lord's self-existence, which 
Mr.. Bagot built on the words of the Evangelist, " In him was life ;'* 
for it shows, that the life which was in the Son was the gift of ths 
Father ;-^not an inherent or independent existence. To this 1 may ' 
add another declaration of his own : 

JonN VU.57. The living Father hath sent me; and 'J Hve by the Father, 

As, therefore, the former passage proves that he had received exist- 
«ace from the Father at the first; so does the latter expressly affirm, 
that he continued to live ** by the Father,'^ and that his life depended 
, on the Father's will. 

3. The following texts prove, by express and explicit declara- 
tion, that the Knowlec^e which Christ possessed was derived from the 
Father. 

John ▼. SO. Aa I hear^ I judge : and my judgment is just } because / seek not 
wwM otm wUlf but the will of the Pother who hath sent mt. 

John ▼. 20. The Father loveth the Son, and ehoweth him aU thinge that he 
hiouelf doeth.] 

John vii. 16, 17. 'My doctrine is not mine, but Bit thai sbnt me. If any 
man will do his wiU» he will know of the doQtrinc^ whether it be ^ God, or whether 
I s|»eak qf myeeif. 

From the manner in which our Saviour contrasts the two sources 
whence his knowledge could be supposed to come,— ^( from God, and 
from him$eif,J^ii is evident that had it come from himself, it would 
not have been of God: consequently, he denies his Deity, in this 
passage ; besides affirming, what indeed amounts to the same thing, 
that his doctrine was communicated to him by the Father. The 
same fact is stated in—* 

JouNviii.de. He that sent me is true; and / speak to the world thote things 
which J have heard OF him. 

JooM viii. 28. As my Father hath taught me, 1 speak these thmgs. 
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Strange that if hi were the Supreme Being, he should require the 
teaching of the Father to instruct him in the truth : 

John xii. 49, SO, I have not tpoken of myself; but tbe Father who sent 
me, HE GAVE ME COMMANDMENT, what I should «ay, and what I should speak. 
And I know that hU commandment is life everlasting : whatsoever I speak, there' 

fwre, EVEN AS THE FATHER HATH SAID UNTO ME, «0 / 9peak» 

Now, I ask, can words more expressly, more pointedly, convey 
the idea of derived knowledge, than these of our hiessed Lord? — 
and. If these are inadequate disclaimers of divine wisdom, I ask, 

WHAT FORM OF LANGUAGE WOULD BE SUFnciENT FOR THE PURPOSE ? 

I hope to hear these passages explained hy Mr. Bagot; and 
I hope, also, that if he interprets these declarations, as spoken hy 
our Lord, in his human nature merely, he will inform us upon what 
he grounds that distinction of natures in the person of Christ, which 
is so necessary for the support of Lis theory, and what criterion he 
applies hy which it may he known when he speaks in one capacity, 
and when he speaks in the other, — seeing that he himself never refers 
to such a distinction, hut uniformly speaks of himself as one. You 
will ohserve, that in all these passages, (except one,) he designate^ 
himself hy the personal pronoun /, — a word which is'always em- 
ployed to denote the whole and entire person of the speaker, in all 
nis capacities, offices, or relations ; and that our Lord gives no inti- 
mation that he uses it in a peculiar or restricted sense, to point out 
one of his [supposed] two natures only, and not the other. According 
to Mr. Bagot, we gather from different passages that Christ was 
possessed of two natures, a human and a divine. 1 would wish him, 
then, to tell us, whsit neither Christ himself nor any of his disciples 
has informed us, how we are to know when he speaks of the one, and 
when of the other. 

John xv. Id. AU things that I have heard from my Father, I have made 
known to you, 

John xvii. 7, 8k Now th^ bavd koown^that all things whatsoever thou hast 
given me, are qf thee» . 

These are plain, express, unequivocal proofs of my position, pro- 
ceeding from the lips of our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and therefore 
coming to us with the highest authority. We cannot account for 
his employment of such language, while he was possessed of perfect 
omniscience, and himself the source of all truth and of all knowledge, 
without at the same time asserting, that he wilfully employed Ian- 
guage calculated to mislead his hearers, and those with whom he 
conversed. Never has it heen affirmed of any man, either in Scrip- 
ture, or in any other composition, that his knowledge was derived 
more distinctly than our Lord, in these texts, declares that all his 
knowledge was derived from the Father. Let Mr. Bagot hring for- 
ward a single text as plainly and as distinctly affirming, that the know- 
ledge of Christ was underivedy as these texts affirm the reverse, and 
I am satisfied to^ive up the argument which they afford against his 
proper Deity— hut not till then. To the same effect as the foregoing 
declarations of our Lord himself, recorded in the gospels, are several 
very distinct assertions contained in the other books of Scripture. 
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Hbb. i. 1, 3. God, who at sundry times, and in divers manners, fpahe in time 
past unto the fathers by the prophetSy hath in these last days spoken unto us by hi» 
SoHy' whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by [through] whom also he made 
the worlds. 

The latter clause ought probably to be rendered, " made the ages;** 
but this is immaterial to our present purpose, since it is equally'ap. 
parent, whatever translation be adopted, that the wisdom with which 
Christ taught, and the power which he exercised, were both derived 
from God, and not his own inherently. To the same effect, we read 
in that book of Revelations to which Mr. Bagot is so remarkably 
fond of referring : 

Rev. i. 1. The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God oayb unto him, to 
show linto his servants things which must shortly come to pass ; and he sent and 
signified by his angel unto his servant John. 

On which I shall only ask how it would be possible for Christ to 
receive from God a revelation, — that is, a discovery of things 
previously unknown, — if he were, at the very time when he received 
it, truly and properly God himseli? 

4. The places, wherein it clearly and pointedly stated that Christ 
derived from the Father his Power, are so numerous, that I can only 
bring forward a very meagre selection. The following, however, will 
render this point perfectly obvious : 

John x. 32. Jesus answered them. Many good works have I shown you from 
my Father, 

In these words he undeniably refers to his Father, as the source of 
that miraculous energy which he possessed. 

fJoHN V. 19, 20. Then answered Jesus, and said unto them, The Son can do 
NOTHING OF HIMSELF, but what he sceth the Father do ; for whatsoever things he 
doeth, these also docth the Son likewise. For the Father loveth the Son, and shorn- 
eth him aU things that himself doeth : and greater works he will shew him than these, 
that ye may marvel. 

John v. SO. I can of mine own self do nothing. 

John viii. 28. Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of 
man, then shall ye know that I am [he,] and that / do nothing of myself. 

Acts x. 38. God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost, and with 
power. 

This verse 1 quoted before, to establish another point. The last 
word, however, is so peculiarly applicable to that which I am now 
engaged in illustrating, — viz. that our Lord's power was derived, not 
inherent, — that I feel I need make no apology for again presenting 
it to your notice. The same remark may be made on — 

Acts ii. 22. Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you, by miracles, 
and wonders, and signs, which God did by [i. e. through^ him. 

No language can be more directly in favour of my argument, than 
that of our Lord in — 

John xiv. 10. The Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 

In farther proof of the same position, I now advert to the narrative 
of a remarkable occasion, on which the miraculous power which our 
Lord possessed was most conspicuously displayed : I mean the taU- 
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fug of IiMaruft from the dead ; tu wfaich oor Savioor most dearly 
acknowledged a derived power to work miracles : 

John xi. 21-^23. Martha said unto Jesus, *' Lord, if thou badst been here, 
my brother bad not died : but I know that even now, whtUsoever thou wilt tuk </ 
Qodj God wiU give <i thee.** Jesus saith unto her, '*Th7 brother shall rise 
again!*' [41—43.] And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, << Father! I thank 
thee that thou kdet heard me. And I knew tibat thou hearest me cdnMye : but 
because of the people which stand by, I said it, that th^ may believe that thou 
hast sent me." And when he had thus spoken, be cried with a loud voice, 
^'Lazanu, come forth." 

I may take this opportunity of adverting to a remark which Mr. 
Bagot made, founded on the words which occur in this passage : 
" Because of the people which stand hy I said it, that they may 
believe that thou hast sent me.*' From this expression he argued, 
that all the rarious prayers which Christ presented to God, were 
not offered up in the desire, or with the intention, to procure any 
thing for himself; since he was himself the source and fountain of 
every blessing : but were simply designed to produce an effect on 
the people who surrounded him, and who witnessed his [apparenQ 
devotion."^ Now, 1 pass by what appears to me a very irreverent 
mode of dealing with the character of Christ ; which t think it is, to 
assert, that he did any thing, not for the real purpose for which it 
was professed to be done, but for the purpose of producing an effe<it 
^m the minds of spectators. I recur to another incident in oor Sa- 
viour's conduct, which will prove that Mr. Bagot's hypothesis is very 
far from the truth. We are informed, that, on one occasion, i^ 
retired to a mountain to pray, afarU Did he pray in this asanner, 
for the sake of effect on the minds of the by-standers ? There were 
no by-sianders. But, according to his own precept, he prayed to his 
Fatber, whose eye seetfa In secret, and who was the only witness to 
bis devotion. We read dsewhere, that our Saviour spent w^ole 
nights in prayer — the prayer of solitude and retirement. But oil 
this was done, as Mr. Bagot informs us, because of those who stood 
by ! This explanation will not suffice. It will not do to say, that 
the human nature of Chrii(t was then engaged in prayer 1o his proper 
Deity, ybr ihe sake of effect ! Some other explanation of these pas- 
sages must be sought. 

6. I shall now prove to you, by precise and unequivocal dedara- 
tions of Scripture, that the Authority which Christ exercised was 
derived from the Father. I begin with his own words in — 

Matt, xxviii. 18. AU authority le^ovtfio] ie given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. 

Rev* ii. -26, 27. He that overcometh and keepeth my works unto the end, to 
him will I give authority over the nations : and he Sliall rule them with a rod of ii-on : 
• • even as I have received qf my Father.. 

Now, let us suppose that these words — " I will give authority over 
the nations, to rule them with a rod of iron'' — had been spoken by 
our Saviour, without those other expressions which are found in the 
context, what an admirable proof of Christ's Supreme Divinity they 
would have furnished ! Wno could give authority over the nations, 
but God only ? it would have been asked in a triumphant tone. But 
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km ^^ t^^t as it stands, it is evident tbat Christ hmsBl/ had rn 
eeived this authority, and received it from the Father ; which plainly 
shows that his mediatorial authority, or kingdom, is dao derived from 
the Father. 

JoBN iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, and hath given aU things into his 
hands. 

Our Lord does not say, that the Father had loved his human nature, 
and given «li things into its hands ; but that, in his whole and entire 
nature, the Father loved him, and entrusted him with the authority 
with which he was invested. I turn back to the prophecy in— 

LvKB i. 32, 33. The Lord God shall give unto him the throne 6f his father 
David : .and he shall reign ever the house of Jacob for ever ; and of his kingdom 
thefe &hall be no end, 

Joflw iii. 37^-^. Ail that the Father giveth me shall come to me ; and him 
that cometh to me, I wiU in no wise cast out : for T came down from heaven, not to 
do mine own will, but <^ wiU of Him that sent me; and this is the Father's will 
that hath sent me, that of all which Jie hath given me, I should love nothing, but 
should raise it up again at the last day. 

John x. 17, 18. 'Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my 
life that I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, [See xix. 11.] but 
I lay it down of myself. / have authority [s^ov(f/av] to lay it down, and I have 
iiutbority to take it again. This promise have I received of my Father, [svroKri : 
Promissio divifia, — Schleasner.] 

6. I am obliged, by want of lime, to omit a great number of texts, 
which I have marked down in the notes that lie before me; and all 
of which have a direct reference to the point which I am now illus- 
trating. Omitting them, as I conceive I may with perfect safety, 
after the numbers which have been already adduced, I come to those 
passages in which it is declared, that whatever Ifonour and Glory 
our Saviour had, were bestowed upon him by the Father^ and were 
enjoyed in subordination to the Father. 

Phil. ii. 11. [He became obedient unto death:] wherefore Goo also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name that is above every name ; — that in [Iv] 
th^ name of Jesus every knee should bow, of [things] in heaven, and of {things] in 
earth, and of [things] under the earth ; and that every tongue should confess that 
J^sus Chri^ is Xc^> — ^to rum ox,oiiY of God, thb Father ! 

Had this quotation been found without those words which occur in 
the latter part and at' the beginning of the sentence, what a splendid 
proof it would have been supposed to afford of the inherent Deity of 
our Saviour ! and what a copious theme for declamation it would 
have presented against any person who might have supposed that 
the phrases which it contains could be explained, so as not to argue 
the supremacy of the being to whom they are applied ! He would 
have been cried down, as guilty of tampering with the word of God 
and with the souls of men, by frittering away the express teaching of 
Scripture ! Unfortunately, however, for those who might have made 
this use of the passage, the Apostle himself declares, that *' God'^ 
^elevated our Lord to his exalted station, and bestowed upon him 
that majestip name, and invested him with that pre-eminence which 
he enjoys ; so that, even in his greatest state of dignity, this high 
and lofty Lord is subordinate and inferior to God, the Father; in so 
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iBQcb, that the homage and honour paid him, are rendered ^ to the 
flory of God, the Father!" 

Hb&« ii. 9. We see Jesus 'who was made a little lower than the angels, for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour. 

Sorely, in this passage, the glory and honour of Christ are declared 
to be derived ! 

And, lastly, there are numerous assertions in Scripture, which 
prove that, 

IN AtX THINGS, CHRIST WAS AND IS SUBORDINATE AND INFERIOR TO 

THE FATHER. 

Matt xx. 20—23. Grant [said the mother of the sons of Zebedee to our 
Saviour] that these my two sons may sit, the ond on thy right hand, and the other 
on thy left, in thy kingdom. * • He saith, * • To sit on my right hand and on 
my left hand, is noi mine to grant, exobpt to those for ifHOM it/ is pRB- 
PARED OF Mr Father. 

Christ, then, declared that stations of pre-eminence in his kingdom, 
he was not authorised to bestow. This was beyond bis delegated 
authority, and belonged to the peculiar prerogative of his Father ! 
I leave it to yourselves to determine, whether this declaration can 
be reconciled with the doctrine of the proper Deity of Christ, by 
any principle of interpretation which would not make him guilty of 
equivocation, mental reservation, and not merely virtual, but actual 
falsehood. Against all such interpretations, I will record my pro- 
test. While I own myself a follower and disciple of Jesus, I will, in 
consistency with my faith and my profession, vindicate his veracity 
from all aspersions ! 

John xiv. 28. Mr Father is greater than I. 

According to the orthodox interpretation, these words must signify, 
*' My Father is not greater than /." 

1 Cor, flu. 3. The head of every man is Christ ; and the head of the wtman is the 
man ; and the head of Christ is God. 

1 Cor. iii. 22, 23. Whether Paul, t>r ApoUos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, 
or death, or things present, or things to <;ome; all are yours; and ye are Christ's 
AND Christ is Goo*s. 

Upon this text, I may repeat a supposition that I have already 
applied to some others. Had we read, that the world, and life, and 
death, and things present, and things to come, all were Christ's, — 
what a convincing argument it would have afforded to believers in 
his proper Deity 1 I am quite certain it would have been put for- 
ward prominently among the fancied proofs of his omnipotence. We 
find, however, that the assertion is made o/ Christians in general i 
Christians themselves are indeed declared, in the next clause, to be- 
long to Christ ; but in that which follows, Christ is, in the same 
terms, and therefore in the same sense, affirmed to belong to God ! 
If this be not a proof of inferiority, I know not what proof would 
suffice. 

s 1 shall only be able to advert to one passage more : 
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' T Co«. XV. 94—36. Then coitieih thcCend, when [Christ] shall have Mi»- 
Tered up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when;he shall have put down 
all rule, and 'all authority, and all power; for he must reign till he hath pu« 
all enemies under his feet. Death, the last enemy, shall be destroyed ; for he 
hath ** put'' all things under his feet. But when he saith, « All things are nut 
under him," it is manifest that He is excepted who did **jnW* all things 
under him. And when all things shall be '' put" under him, then shdU the Stm 
dUo be "pu*" under him that did "puV* all thinga under himy — ^that God mat 

BB AX.L IN ALL ! 

Upon this context Mr. Bagot reasoned at length ; but I have not 
time to examine his statements minutely. It is unnecessary to dwell 
upon his proposed emendation of the version in the last clause; viz. 
*' that he [i. e. Christ] may be God, all in all 'y** because, after proving 
this must be the meaning of the passage, he admitted that ii is not / 
On this point, therefore, I need not delay. Neither shall I controvert 
his view of the meaning of the particle r6rt, as denoting a t?ar^tcii/ar 
point, rather than a continuous succession of time. I shall not con. 
test this criticism, because I entirely concur in it. But Mr. Bagot, 
in the remainder of his explanation, overlooked the fact,^ that the 
word which in King James' translation is rendered '^sltall be subject,*' 
18 not an adjective in the original, but a verb in the future tense, 
(btroray^ffsrai,) the same which is, in the other verses, translated "put 
under ;" and that it ought here to be rendered by the same, or an 
equivalent phrase. In fact, it means not ** shall be subject,** but 
*' shall be subjected;" and to disprove it, I challenge the world. 

I now leave my arguments in the hands of Mr. Bagot, with a 
parting request, that, if he thinks them worth noticing at all, he will 
state them correctly, and answer them fairly. 



Mr. BAGOT. — Mr. Porter has just called upon me to state the 
objections which he considers himself to have advanced against my 
doctrines, explicitly, and to answer them fairly. I beg to say, that 
this is a stfange request. It is rather odd that he should ask me to 
argue against myself. There is not a single passage which Mr. 
Porter has advanced, which is not a positive and affirmative proof on 
iny side, substantiating and illustrating my propositions. Look, for 
instance, to the printed statement of my second proposition^ and 
you will find that I have undertaken to prove, that the Lord Jesus 
Christ is Mediator and perfect Man, as well as perfect God. Now, 
every passage advanced oy Mr. Porter, in his last speech^ has proved 
for me, that Christ was a man. Why, then, should I argue against 
myself, by controverting these arguments? If he has kindly assisted 
me in bunding np my temple, why should I demolishthe handiwork 
which he has performed in my behalf? In fact, instead of three 
speeches to-day, I shall have delivered sixr— three in my own person, 
and three in the person of Mr. Porter, as my representative I 

I shall, therefore, refer to the arguments which Mr. Porter yes. 
terday advanced, and to which I have not as yet replied. 

He referred to Neh. ix. 27, " According to thy manifold mer- 
cies, thou gavest them Saviours, who saved them out of the haod of 
their enemies ;" and he argued that I might as well maintain the 
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Deity of alUhe Saviours spoken of in this text, as bellete in the 
Dfeity of Christ from the fact of his being called " Saviour !" t 
answei; this by simply stating what my argument for the Deity of 
Christ, from his being called '* Saviour/' really is. It is just this i 
Jehovah is called ** Saviour" in the highest 9&n8e of the word, and Christ 
is called " Saviour*' in the highest sense of the word: therefore, as 
there is only one Saviour in the highest sense, Christ is Jehovah. 
And on referring to 2 Pet. iii. 18, you will there find that Christ i» 
styled Savionr in the highest sense of the term : " Grow in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ ; to him be 
glory both now and for ever. Amen.'* 

He next referred to Exod. iii. 14, in which Jehovah says, "I am 
that I am;" and (hen to 1 Cor. xv. 10, in which the Apostle says, 
<' By the grace of God I am what I am :" and he told me that I might 
as well argue for^th^^ Deity of Paul from a comparison of these two 
passages, as for the Deity of Christ from the comparison of texts 
which I instituted in the course of my address on Monday ! I ask. Am 
I to occupy your time by replying to such arguments as these ? Is 
it necessary for me to show the difference between the language of 
Paul, " By the grace of God I am what I am," and the ineffable and 
incommunicable title of Jehovah, " I am that I am ?" 

These two examples will be sufficient to refute any other objcsc- 
tion of a similar description which Mr. Porter may have advanced. 
And I would again define the nature of the argument I have based 
upon a comparison of texts in which "Jehovah" or "God" is 
spoken of, with others in which Christ is spoken of, by reminding 
you that I have selected only those texts in which characteristics or 
prerogatives peculiar to Deity are referred to " Jehovah" in one pas- 
sage, and to " Christ" in the corresponding passage. Mr, Porter 
himself had sanctioned this principle of reasoning, aa I yestierday lold 
yon, by adopting it as a mode of proving the Deity of th6 Fatber; 
for he produced six or seven texts from the Gospel of John, in which 
" God" is spoken of, and compared them with corresponding pas^ 
sages, in which the " Father" is spoken of under the very same cir-' 
cumstances> and thence inferred that the Father is God ; and; Con- 
sequently, by his use of this principle of reasoning, be has giv^en to 
it the impress of his sanction and approval. 

The argument which I deduced from the words of Christ ia 
Matt, xxviii. 18, "All power (l^ouo^a) is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth," has been again and again objected against by Mr; 
Porter : I therefore beg to illustrate it. It is an obvious principle> 
(hat na vessel can hold more than what it is able to contain ! A 
pint measure cannot contain a quart ! therefore, the receiver most 
ahvays have a capacity of retention commensurate With the dimen- 
sions of the thing received. As all power, then, in heaven and in 
earth is given to the Savionr, he must have a capacity oommenstt-^ 
rate with the possession of ** all power in heaven and in earth," Let 
Mr. Porter answer what that capacity is. And I would again re- 
mark the difference which there is between 6gou(»«, " aiithority," 
whicb occurs in this text, and 6vvafi/^, " ability." The doctrine 1 
have laid d^wn, in reference to these words, is this : That Christ, 
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as Mediator, reeeiTcd tbe ''aafliotity'^ {^omay from the Father ; 
wbitet, as God, be possessed in hinisell tbe ''ability" {Bw&fu^} hy 
wbicB he was enabled to exercise the antbority. Let Mr. Porter 
prc^ee a passage in which it is sasd^ that Cbrisit, '' in his highest 
capacity, nature, or condition/' received " ability^' from a being infi- 
nitely superior to bimself/and the question is settled ! 

He next produced the declaration of Paul, in Phil. iv. 13 : '* I 
con do aH things through Christ which strengthenetb me f* and he 
argued, that I might as weil believe in the omnipotence of the Apos- 
tle Paul in consequence of this declaration, as in the omnipotence of 
Christ, in consequence of those passages in which he is represented 
as being able to do all things. But I remark, in reply to this ebjeo- 
tion, that tbe word ''all" is used in Scripture with a varying latitude 
of signification ; as it sometimes denotes all things absofuiely, and 
sometimes only all things of a particular class specified in the con^ 
text. If, then, we examine this passage with even ordinary atten- 
tion, we shall find that the latter principle applies to it ; and that 
the Apostle simply means to say, that he " can do all things which 
ChrisVs strengthening enabled him to doP So that this text presents 
to our minds a glorious and animating declaration of the confidence 
which Paul reposed in the omnipotencb of Christ. 

H<e also referred to 1 John ii. 20 : " Ye have an unction from the 
Holy One> and ye know all Uiings;" and argued, that this declara- 
tion ^ould prove the omniscience of all christians as effectually, 
as John xxi. 17 — "Lord, thou knowest all things" — can prove the 
omniscience of Christ. But here, also, I remark, that the expres- 
sion "all things" refers to a particular class defined in the passage 
itself. In fact, this text may be thus paraphrased^: "Ye have an 
unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things, of which that 
unction communicates the knotaledge/' On the other hand, the decla- 
ration in John xxi. 17 — " Lord, thon knowest all things ; thou know- 
est that I love thee" — is, as I said before, a regular syllogism ; and, 
unless we understand the word " all" in its full and unrestricted 
sense, the inference drawn in the passage would be illogical and 
inconclusive. 

He next referred to the words |of Christ, in Matt. xir. 28 : 
" Verily, I say unto you, that ye which have followed me in the 
regeneration, when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his 
glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes 
of Israel;" and confronted this text with those which I advanced, 
to prove that Christ is to be the final judge: and he argued, that I 
might as weM prove the Deity of the twelve Apostles from this pas- 
sage, as the Deity of Christ from those in which he is described as 
judge. I simply answer this objection, by calling on Mr. Porter to 
produce any one of those splendid descriptions of the judicial process 
of the last day vihiclk the Bible contains, in which it is stated that 
there wjll be thirteen judges ! This demand contains a sufficient 
answer to hi\B argument. 

Mt. Porter has advanced a good many observations, with reference 
to the names of God entering into the composition of the names of 
confessedly created beings ; and remarked that, on my principles of 
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Teasoning, I ooght to argue for the Deity of all $iieh iDdMduab. I 
ask, in reply. How does be prove this P Does he mean to say, that, if 
I find the name of '* Christ'' entering into the composition of the 
name of " Antichrist," I am consequently to believe that Antichrist 
is Christ? or that, if I observe the letters I.H.S. on a tombstone, 
1 am to believe that the tombstone is Jesus Hominum Salvalor f But 
in no case, in which the name of God enters into the composition of 
the name of a confessedly created being, could it ever be supposed) 
that the name of God was given as a proper appellation to the per- 
son so denominated. One of the great designs of the Jewish reli- 
gion, was to form a standing memorial of the exclusive Deity of the 
ONE God of Israel ; and one of the subordinate means by which this 
object was effected, was by inserting the name of Jehovah in the 
composition of the names of persons and places, so as thereby to 
scatter monuments and proofs of his exclusive Godhead : so that, 
when a Gentile came from his own country to the land of Judea, he 
found, in every place so designated, a testimony against the Poly- 
theism of his own people, and in favour of the Deity oC.the one God 
of Israel. Or whenever a Jew, who bore a similarly constructed 
name, travelled into another country, he carried with him, in that 
very name, a similar proof that the God of Israel was the only true 
God. But, further, let me examine the import of some of these 
compound names, to which ;Mr. Porter has referred. Jacob was 
called Israel, not because he was God, but because he had power 
with'fiod, and prevailed. The designation of " Jehovah Jireh,*' which 
Abraham gave to the place where he was about to offer up Isaac, 
signifies, " Jehovah will provide ;" and was a short prophetic decliura^ 
Hon, pointing to the atonement of the Saviour, whom " God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood ;'' and of 
which atonement, the presentation of Isaac upon the altar was a 
type. The name, ** Jehovah Nissi," was not intended to deify the 
altar to which it was given by Moses ; but was simply a short sen . 
tence, equivalent to saying, '* Jehovah is my banner." And the name 
of Elijah was equivalent to this sentence : " Jehovah is my God.". In 
fact, all these compound names were short commemorative sentences, 
not relating to the objects to which they were given ; but intended to 
be descriptive of facts relating to Jehovah, and to reflect back upon 
the mind of every person who heard these names pronounced, an 
overwhelming testimony of his exclusive Deity. Just as if a ray of 
light came down from the meridian sun, and forming an angle on a 
surface against which it darted, sent bac^k upon the eye of the oh* 
server a reflected specimen of the brightness of that great orb from 
which it originated ; so, an emanation of the glory of God coming 
down from the eternal throqe, and meeting as it were, in an angle 
in the namf of Elijah, carried back upon the minds of those who 
heard that name pronounced, a reflected evidence of the Deity of 
Jehovah, so as to lead them, by an irresistible influence, fromacon- 
templation of the^reature, back to a recognition of the majesty and 
glory of the great Creator. But the title of " Jehovah our righteous- 
ness," which is giveii to Christ in Jer. xxiii. 6, is of a differtnt nature 
from those to which I have just referred. In this case, the name 
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•'Jehovah" was actually given to Christ, "the Branch:^' whereas, 
when Abraham called the place where he offered Isaac, '* Jehovah 
Jireh/' he did not mean to say that the place was Jehovah, or that 
the place would provide ; or, when Moses called the altar " Jehovah 
Nissi/' he did not mean to say that the altar was his banner, bat 
that Jehovah was his " banner." So that we here ascertain a gene- 
ral principle by which to try the value of these compound words ; 
viz. if we can substitute the name of the object in place of the word 
*' Jehovah," and read it in connexion with the other word which was 
connected with Jehovah, then we may infer, that the name of " Je- 
hovah*' is applicable to the object. Now, if we apply this rule to 
the cases above adduced, it will appear evident, that we cannot say 
that "the altar is my banner," or "the place will provide;" whereas, 
if we apply the same rule to Jer. xxiii. 6, we shall 6nd, that we may 
substitute the name "the Branch", for the name "Jehovah," so as to 
say "the Branch is our righteousness;" for we read in l^CoR. i. 30, 
that " Christ is made unto us wisdom and righteousness ;" and, in 
RoM. X. 4, that "he is the end of the law for righteousness." Hence 
it is manifest, that, in Jer. xxiii. 6, we may interchange the names 
"Jehovah** and "Christ," so as either to say, "Jehovah is our right. 
eousness,** or " Christ is our righteousness ;" therefore, " Christ" is 
"Jehovah,** since there is only one righteousness by which we are 
justified. And, further, on considering the nature of righteousness 
as implying our standing clear and guiltless by the trans/erred moral 
merit of another, we must infer, that no person less than Jehovah 
could supply a righteousness to sinful man : for what creature could 
perform a transferable work? 

I shall now proceed to investigate the principle which Mr. Porter 
has advanced in reference to subordinate agency in creation, and the 
doctrine which he has based upon an assumption of that principle, 
that Christ was nothing more than an instrument, employed by an 
infinitely superior power, for the accomplishment of that great work^ 
This doctrine I oppose upon the following grounds : — 

This opinion is manifestly inconsistent with the declaration in Gen. 
i, 1, that "in the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.** 
For here we have no revelation made of an instrument having been 
employed. And, again, we read in the third verse, that " God said. 
Let there be light :** but did a subordinate agent interpose, in order to 
effect its production? Surely not; for "God said. Let there be light, 
AND therr was ught." Who does not see, that the application of 
Mr. Porter's principle to this passage is calculated to destroy the 
evidence it contains of the omnipotent efficacy of the veryjiat of the 
Eternal, and to, extract and obliterate those traces of majesty and 
power, which even an Heathen author could recognise as a worthy 
reflection of the glory of that great being of whom Moses wrote ! 
The creation of the world is also described in Isa. xliv. 24, in the 
following terms: "Thus saith the Lord thy Redeemer, and he that 
formed thee from the womb : I am the Lord that maketh all things ; 
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth abroad the 
earth by myself* — and in Isa. xlv. 12, in the following terms: "I 
have made the earth, and created man upon it : I, even my hanuh. 
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have ^retched out the hea/vens, and all their host have I comtiu^ndecl.^ 
t^Id these passages there is no allasioii whatever to die interference 
of an instrumental cause. In fact, creation is represented in Scripture 
as so peculiarly and exclusively the work of Deity, that it would be 
the very same thing to imagine, that a creature lias been changed 
into Gcul, as that a creature could hav« been the Creator ! 

But this principle of a subordinate instrument in creation, would 
at once contradict the alignment which the Apostle institutes in Rc^. 
L 20. This passage is as follows : ''^For the invisible things of him; 
from the creation of the world, are clearly seen ; being understood 
by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead ; 
so that they are without excuse :" or we may paraphrase it thus : 
" For the attributed of the Creator, which are in themselves invisible 
—namely, his eternity, power, and Godhead — are discernible by an 
obvious inference from a contemplation of those things which he has 
created : so that the Heathen are without excuse." Here the Apostle 
assumes, that creation is a demonstrative proof of the eternity, power, 
and Godhead of the Creator ; upon the same principle which the 
Psalmist lays down in the nineteenth Psalm, wnere he says* " The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth his 
handy-work.'^ — Now, I care not, as far as my argument from this 
passage is concerned, whether you speak of a supreme agent or of 
a subordinate instrument, or whether you institute a distinction be- 
tween a primary and a secondary cause ; for most unquestionably 
the argument of the apostle, in this passage, is plainly this: That 
when we look abroad with an admiring eye, upon the splendid £eu 
brie of the universe, and survey the complicated, yet simple principles, 
by which the great architect has cemented and sustained the produce 
of his power, — we necessarily see such outgoings of eternal power 
and Godhead consolidated with his work, that we are irresistibly 
CQ;nvinced of the onmipotent supremacy of the proximate worker: 
inark— -I say, of the worker ; of the person who comes into imrnediade 
contact and direct collision with the execution of the work. For the 
argui^ent of the Apostle implies, that it is of him the testimony is 
made. And observe how it is declared in this text, that the visible 
creation is a proof not merely of the eternal pow^r, but of the CM* 
head of the Creator ; and also that it does not merely speak of a 
eufficiency of power, but of a power thatjs eternal, which must be a 
power that cannot be controlled. 

But, again, this doctrine of a subordinate and finite instrument 
in creation, is contrary to the declaration of the Apostle, in Rom. i. 26 ; 
where he speaks of the Heathen having *' worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator." Here there is no mention of a 
person intervening between the creature and the Creator ; but all 
beings in existence are, in this text, classed under two denomina- 
tions—the creature and the Creator; and both are mentioned with 
such distinctnesSy aa to show that a creature could not have been the 
Creator, nor could the Creator have been a creature. 

Further : we read in Heb, iii. 4» " He that built all things is God ;" 
and this declaration is made without any reference to a primary or 
secondary cause. And I request you to observe^ that the buiUeris 
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thie p^rsdn Wbo actually esteeutes the work; therefore, whether you 
i^preisent Christ as the instrumeht or not, still there is a principle 
propounded here which proves him to be " God.** 

I read the following: address to Jehovah, in Neh. ix. 6 : "Thou, 
even thou^ art Lord alone ; thou hast made heaven, the hieaven of 
heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, 
the seas, and all that is therein." NoW; might I not as well maintain, 
that the " Jehovah" who was here addressed was a subordinate agetit 
in the hands of some superior Deity, who did not manifest himself in 
the work, but sat behind the curtain of the tiniverse ; as argiie that, 
though it is said of Christ in Col. i. 16, ''by him were all things 
created," yet he was not the Creator, except in this inferior dense ? 

But, in fact, creation was not a w(^rk in the sens^ in which we un^ 
derstand the term. It was effected, riot by ** working** but by *' coih- 
mdhding** This is proved by the passage to which I have already 
referred, in Gen, i, 3 : " God isaid. Let tf^ire ht light ; and there wag 
light;" also from'Ps. xxxlii.9: **For he spake, and it was done; he 
commanded, and it stood fast;" and Ps. cxlviii. 5 : ** He commanded, 
and they were created ;" and from Isa.xIv. 12: "All their host have 
t conotmanded." I ask, then. What was the occasion for a subordi-^ 
nate agent, if the work wad achieved by the^f a< of the Creator ? Doesr 
not such a doctrine detract fi'om the perfect efficiency of the com. 
niand of the Eternal ? Surely there was nothing for a subordinate 
agent to effect. And, to suppose the intervention of any secondary 
instrumentality between the command of God and the effect pro- 
duced, would destroy the omnipotence of God, by referring the more 
difficult part of the work to a created and finite instrument, and the 
tasier department to the i^upei^or being; for, surely, it is far easier td 
command, thaii to do; it is far eadier to say, " Let there be light," than 
actually to generate and prbduce the light. And Mr. Porter would 
d6 well to show, how a created agent could be of any avail, where 
there was not any pre-existent matter upon which his limited facul- 
ties could be brought to bear. For a finite instrument couhd riot 
create. For, what, let m6 aisk, is creation P Is it not an origination' 
from nothing? — a filling up, as it were, of that uhmeasured vacuum 
which exists by the inh^r<ent constitution of all things as ordained of 
God, between a state of being and a state of nonentity ? And what 
<7r<?aW being could conduct any thing through that t^/it/i? process 
of origination f Sorely nothing but the unlimited and unrestricted 
power of Jehovah could achieve so great a work. In fact, the doc. 
trine which teaches that Christ, as a created and subordinate agent, 
could create a world, amodnts to this— That a FiNfi^ power per- 
forms EVERY THIN<^9 WHILST THE INFINITE POWER OF GoD PERFORMS 

ABSOLUTELY NOTHING. I Say it again*. This doctrine represents the 
power of Christ, as a finite and delegated power, aehieving all thing^ ; 
whilst the infinite omnipotence of Jehovah — the length, and breadth,- 
and height, and depth of which, the highest angel cannot stian^^is' 
represented, on Mr. Porter's principle, a^ retaining its lodgment 
within the nature of Deity, reposing in a state of inactive indolence, 
whilst the stupendotis work of creation i«^ effected by theinstru- 
meb^ity of a subordinate caus^. And, at the same time, such tetfe 
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Qati^re of the work, that we would be led to regard the immediate agent, 
by whom t]ie power was actually exerted, as our Creator and our God* 
But let loe suppose, for a moment, that Christ, as a created being, 
was the subordinate iasjtrument in the creation of the world. I ask, 
iheo, whether did (J^i impart to him 9l finite or an infinite power, as 
a qualification for the work ? Let me examine this dilemma : Sup- 

fiose I am answered that God imparted to Christ an infinite power, 
reply at once, that this would represent him as conveying over to 
a creature i{hr the supposition is, that Christ is a creature) an incom- 
municable attribute of Deity. It would also involve a supposition 
of the existence of two omnipotent beings — the being who originally 
had infinite power in himself, and the being to whom that infinite 
power was imparted. But it requires only an exercise of the first 
principles of common sense to Icnow, that the existence of two dis- 
tinct omnipotent beings is a philosophical absurdity ; because, if one 
be omnipotent, . he must necessarily possess control and power over 
the other. So that we conclude it to be impossible, that God, as an 
infinitely superior being, could have imparted omnipotence to Christ ; 
as he would, by doing so, have surrendered even his own infinite su- 
periority. . But I may be told, that he only communicateti 9k finite 
power to Christ, to enable him to create. I call, then, on Mr. sorter 
to prove how a^m/^ power could be sufficient for the execution of iso 
great a work, rerhaps he will answer, that, because creation is in 
\X^t\{ finite, a finite power could be able to create. But mark the 
sophism which is involved in this reply: it assumes that the word 
'* finite" has the same signification in the two clauses of the sentence ; 
whereas this word, when applied to creation, is a term of quantity ; 
but when applied to power, is a tern^ of quality. And, therefore, 
there is no such analogy between a " finite power'' and ^ " finite crea- 
tion;" and the answer is nothing mor^ than a mere play on words. 
Consequently, the doctrine which supposes that a finite power is 
sufficient for -creating, must fall to the ground. 

But^ again, let me imagine this doctrine to be true« I should 
Uke, then, to know what proof has any man that God is omnipotent, 
if a finite ;power could create. Is it not by a reference to the works 
of creation that we usually argue for the uncontrolled and illimitable 
power of the Eternal ? And if creation cannot demonstrate the omni- 
potence of Jehovah, does it not follow, that he has achieved nothing 
by which to. prove the boundless nature of his physical power P — But 
I have said enough to warrant me in drawing this general conclusion, 
that creation is the work of Deity -^that the omnipotence of the Crea- 
tor is written, in legible characters, upon the visible structure of the 
material universe; and that, as Christ is rev/ealed in Scripture as the 
being by whom " all things were created," he must be omnipotent, 
and, therefore, God. 

But before I conclude this address, I must refer you to a passage 
upon which those who agree with Mr. Porter are accustomed to lay 
considerable stress, and which he has advanced to-day, as an arg|i- 
ment against the true Deity of Christ. The passage I allude to, is 
to be found in John xiv. 28, "If ye loved me, ye, would rejoic^e, 
because I said, I go unto my Father i /ar my Father t« greater 
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than I.** When Mr. Porter quoted the latter clause of the text, he* 
omitted altogether the former clause, "If ye love me, ye would re. 
joice, because I said, I go unto my Father f* and by doing so, he left 
an impression upon the meeting, that the clause, ''My Father is greater 
than 1,'' is the primary and prominent sentence in the text ; whereas, 
it is evident from its being connected with the preceding part of the 
verse by the word " for," (which is a small word of three letters, the 
grammatical use of which is, to marry one part of a sentence to 
another,) that it is a mhordinaU ^oxi of the passage, the meaning of 
which is qualified by the words which go before. I shall now explain 
the passage upon this principle : and, first, I request you to observe, 
that Christ does not say, " My Father was greater than 1," in refer- 
ence to his pre-existent glory ; nor, " My Father will be greater 
than V in reference to the glory which he was to resume after his 
exaltation : but he uses a style of expression which shows, that he 
refers to the present time,— to the time of his humiliation in the flesh. 
The Apostles had been expressing regret at the announcement of his 
immediate departure, and this passage contains a soft rebuke of the 
selfishness of their feelings. We may paraphrase it thus: "If ye 
really loved me on my own account — if the regard and affection you 
profess to entertain, were purely disinterested in its nature ; so far 
from evincing sorrow at the prospect of my departure, you would 
rejoice that I shall leave this state of temporary degradation, that I 
shall cease to be the man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief, and 
that I shall resume that original and essential glory which I enjoyed 
with the Father from eternity. For, as long as I continue in my 
present state of humiliation, my Father is greater in glory than I ; 
out when the days of my flesh shall terminate, I shall then be glori. 
fied with the Father's own self, with that glory which I had with him 
before the world was created. '^ This is obviously the correct para, 
phrase of the passage ; for no other interpretation of the words, '-'For 
my Father is greater than I/* could justify or attach any force to the 
interesting appeal which the Saviour makes to the love and affection 
of his disciples. This text, therefore, when rightly understood, 
affords no objection against the Deity of the Saviour ;. but refers 
only to that temporary condition, during the continuance of which, 
he " made himself of no reputation." 

Mr. porter.— Mr. Bagot has told u«, that the term "infinite,'' 
as applied to the works of creation, is a term of quantity ; and that 
.the same term, as applied to the power exerted in creation, is a term 
of quality. I beg therefore to ask him, if, when applied to power, 
it te a term of quality, what is the particular description or Quality 
of power which it denotes ? Does it denote moral power, or physical 
power, or metaphysical 9 Ox, if none of these, what other sort or 
classification of power P 

Mr. bagot.— I consider that I have explained myself in a 
sufficiently satisfactory manner to the meeting. I will not be drawn 
in:to any metaphysical subtleties or disquisitions. I look upon the 
subject of our discussion to be simply a question of fact, to be esta-?. 
blished by the production of testimony. 
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Mr. BAGOT. — Before I proceed to answer the remainder of 
Mr. Porter's arguments, there are a few positive and affirmative posi- 
tions into which my two propositions may be subdivided ; in support 
of which, I wish to advance, in a summary way, a few positive and 
affirmative proofs, in addition ta what I have already given : 

let, I believe that we ought to addresi^ our prayers to the Divine 
Being ; for which I refer to the proofs contained in the following 
passages: Phil. iv. 6, 7 ; 1 Tim. ii. I, 2, 3; I John iii. 22, 

2(], I believe that we ought to direct our prayers to the Father, 
and to worship him as well as the Spn; for proof of which I refer to 
^he example of Christ himself, '^ in the days of hU flesh,'', who fre- 
quently prayed to the Father, not only in public, but in private: and 
also to the examples of the Apostles, recorded |n Acts iv.^ 24 to 
30, &c. 

dd, I believe that we ought to pray thraugh Christ, as Mediator; 
for proof of which t refer to Rom. i. 8, &c. 

4th, I believe that Christ, as Mediator, is subordinate to the 
Father, who sustains the higher office in the mediatorial plan of the 
Gospel. This is proved by John iii. 35 ; viii. 26--28; x. 18 and 32; 
xii. 49, 60 ; xvii. 7, 8; Acts x. 38 ; Rom. xv. 6 ; t^PHES. i. 16, 17 ; 
iii. 14, 15 ; Heb. ii. 9; Rev. i. 1 ; ii. 27. You may perceive that 
Mr. Porter has been acting as an animated Concordance for me, for 
which I here take the opportunity to return him my best thanks. 

Mr. Porter yesterday alluded to two distinct senses, in whiph the 
term '' worship*' is used in Scripture : Isti as denoting the hp^^e 
which is paid to God by his creatures; and, 2dly, as denoting jha^ 
External irespect whi^h we pay to a superior y^//i9tarcreatureu ifl 
these I fully concur ; and I also agree with hini in consideripg^hfk^ 
the instances which he referred to (In Gen» xxiii. t; xlii^. 8; ^atf^ 
xviii. 26; Luke xiv. 10; Rev. iii. 7 to 9; are very clear and satis- 
factory instances of this secondary kind of worship ; but I caution 
him not to use thefte instances in order to dilute tlie meaning pf the 
term worship when applied to Christ, because they vrill equally dilute 
the meaning of the same term when applied to the Father. There 
is no higher Greek word denoting worship than fe^otfxiMcif wMcb is 
applied to Christ in Heb. i. 6, and elsewhere ; and is the same word 
which Christ himself uses in John iv..2d, 24,' lo denote the highest 
kind of worship, '* worship in spirit and in truth," which is given to 
the Father: "The hour is coming, and now is, when th^ true wor- 
shippers {'ff^oifxiivnraJ) shall worship the Fatiber in spirit aiia in trodti«" 
(wpotfxuj^tfougi rfi Xlarpi). 

Now, upon Mr. Porter's principles, he must admit that ^o^xui^- 
mjlii, ''shall worship,'^ is here i^sed in its highest sejbseji-anc^ I the^re-' 



fofeint^f, Arom UiQ parallelism of tbe two paaifii^;^* Aat it is aI#o 
Qsed in its highest sense in Heb, i. 6. 

Mr. Porter addneed the instance recorded in Di^. i^ 46, of 
Ne9uchadne?zar worshipping Daniel^ I asjc him, in reply, does 
be mean to confront the act of an i4olat|rous and heathen (ipg with 
the command of Grod the Father, in Heb. i. 6^ " jLiet all the aQg^s 
of God worship Christ'*! ! ! 

He also referred to 1 Chron. xxix. 20, where on Dayib'^ co^« 
manding the people to " bless the Lord their God," it is added, that 
<<the people bowed their he^s, and worshipped God and the king." 
I a3k nimj in reply, does he not know thai the Jewish govern^eoit 
was a theocracy— that God was reallv tbeir king, and that thewords* 
** God and the King,'' both refier to the one Jehovah ; and this inteir* 
pretation render^ the obedience which the people gi^ye to X>av9>'^ 
command commensurate wi^h what he desired them to do. Ilepi^y 
desired them '' to bless the Lord ^heir C^od" but said i^otfaing abq^t 
worshipping himself. 

In reply to my argumeiit from the prayers of Stephen, recprded 
in Acts vii. 69, 60, Mr. Fprter ^^ued that C)hjpist wfi^ visibler to 
IStefhex when he presented thepe prayers to hiim. I irequest yo^,^ 
in reply, to look to the passage ; and you wiU find that Stephen haul 
seen the vision in the counciLhall tiulAin the cUy, a^d^thatitwasnpt 
until they had cast him out of the city (as stated iii ver. 08), thai he 
offered up these prayers. But what difference could the fact; of 
Stephen's seeing Christ make? How doe^ Mr. Pointer prpye that 
it is no idolatry to o]f^r direct prayer, and ascribe diixme powder, to. a 
creature, if that creature be only Sjsen at the timef Sqrely, if it 
makes any differenpe, it is this: it renders the idolatry of Stbpq^ 
ten ; times worse-r- for if he had seen Jesqs (a cifeature on Mr. Pprt^s 
principles) standing a,t the right hand of GoAf he should not haye 
diverted and turned away his prayers from the Crea,tortp a creature^ ! 

In order to answer my argument from Heb. i. 6, — "When he 
briqgeth in the first-begotten into the world, he. saith,A^d let all 
the ang^els of God worship him,''--rMr, Pprterhas^ informed us^^that 
Christ is |2^r5(ma% present with theajjigel^ in h^iiyen^ andi thalj! 
therefpre> they ro^y worshijp. bim^ without icJpiajMry. I as^ hinR, ^ 
ireply to this, Dot^s^he mean tp argue, uppn th^ principle, thajt the 
object of religious worship should be personally absent f If so, let 
him mark the consequence which folio ws> m; the Father is the 
object of r^igious worship to the angels ia heayen ; therefore! accpid-^ 
ing to Mr* Porter's principles,, the Father i^ not in heaven ! I 

J^e has a}sp made a Strange assertion^ Uiat when Paul prayed tp 
Christ, he had appeared toi hinfi, and ii^as personally pr^li^t^i^ 
visible to him. I an^wer^ that he ca^iAot prove this, in reference lo 
Christ's hun(ianity ; Cor there, is ^ptW jingle word in the {mssagp 
which could lead us to draw this inference :-r-rand 1^ should bpi sorxy 
that Mn Porter should become obnoxiouB.to the curse of addii% to, 
the word of God ; and we are told, that the heavens were to re^ceive 
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the hamanity of ChriBt, ** until the times of the restitution" of ail 
things** But, if he means that Christ was personally present as to 
his superior nature^ I fully grant it; because, as I believe in his 
Deity, I believe him to be, in that respect, omnipresent. 

Mr. Porter yesterday told us, that " any Unitarian would gladly 
worship Christ if he was present, just as oe said that Stephen and 
Faul did.'^ I now ask him, is he willing to abide by this declara- 
tion P If so, let him worship Christ this instant ; /or he has said, 
** Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in 
the midst of them.*' 

Mr. Porter yesterday pledged his character as a scholar, that 
Acts ix. 14, — "those that call upon thy name,**— and I Cor. i. 2, — 
*'those that in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ," — ; 
might be translated : ''those that are called bg the name," &c. I am 
sorry he would sell his reputation as a licholar at so cheap a price ; 
for he ought to have known, from a mere historical fact, that this 
interpretation will not answer for Acts ix. 14 ; as believers in Christ 
were not called by his name until some years afterwards, at Antioch, 
"^ where the disciples were first called Christians." 
' But I still further say, that the structure of the Greek will not admit 
of the translation which he has proposed. When the verb scr/xaXsM 
signifies to be called by the name of, it is construed with the prepo- 
sition sviy as in Acts xv. 17 : I9' oug s^ixsxkrjrou rh ovopi^ f/av stt avroltg. 
And I would add, that the verb s'jrixaXsu^ is used in the Septuagint 
version of Gen. iv. 26, xii. 8, and xiii. 4, in the sense of praying to 
and worshipping Jehovah. Also, in Rom. x. 12, 13 : *' For the same 
Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him {elg 'jrdvras rods kci- 
xttXot/^svou; aMv) ; for whosoever shall call upon the name of the 
Lord (S; oLv ivi)ia)^grjrai) shall be saved ;" (a quotation from Joel 
ii. 82, spoken of Jehovah by the prophet, and here applied to Christ 
by the apostle ;) — and in 1 Pet. i. 17, we find the same word applied 
to the Father, where we read, " If ye call on the Father," &c. {si 
Uan^ s^ixaXtT^), 

Mr. Porter yesterday asserted, that K^^/s 'l9}(roif, in the prayer of 
Stephen in Acts vii. 59, might be translated, "Lord of Jesus." 
Alas ! alas ! did he not know that these words must be rendered in 
apposition to each other, since there is no article dividing them, and 
that the phrase "Lord of Jesus^ should be k6^/8 rov 'Ifitfov ! ! 

He next referred to Rev. i. 4, 5, " From him who is, and was, and 
is to come, and from the seven spirits which are before his throne ; 
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful and true witness ;** and he argued, 
that the apostle here refers to seven created spirits, and that I might 
as well argue for their Deity, as for the Deity of Christ on the ground 
of his being included in the similar benedictions of Paul : but I ask, 
how did it happen, that he did not at once see that as the Father and 
Son are here described by a periphrasis, the consistency of the texts 
requires that the words, the ** seven spirits before his throne," should 
also be regarded as a periphrastical description of a person P— and it 
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is evident from the context, that this clause is a designation of the 
Holy Spirit, in allusion to his manifestations to the seven churches. 
The numher seven is constantly used in Scripture, to denote 
completeness or perfection ; as in Job v. 19 ; Psalm xii. 6 ; Prov. 
vi. 16: and in the hook of the Revelation the perfection of God's 
government is denoted hy the symbolic agency of seven angels, se- 
yen seals, seven plagues, seven phials; and the perfection of Christ's 
Wisdom is described, in Rev. v. 6, by the possession of seven horns 
and seven eyes: therefore, this is just the book in which we naturally 
expect to 6nd a symbolic designation of the Holy Ghost, as I main- 
tain that the phrase under consideration is. 

He next adverted to Heb. i. 8, in which the Father is represented 
as saying to the Son, "Thy throne, O God, is for ever and everl" 
and he stated, that this parage might as well be translated thus : 
" God is thy throne for ever and ever.'* I must, therefore, examine 
this criticism. The passage in the Greek is as follows: 11^^ ^ rhv 
yi6v 6 ^^ovog itovy 6 &shg, sig rhv ouZva roij alSivog* And I argue against his 
proposed rendering of it for the following reasons : 

(1.) It would destroy, altogether the use for which the Apostle 
made the assertion, or the connexion of the clause with hie general 
argument. His object in the chapter is to show the superiority of 
Christ to angels. But Mr. Porter's rendering of the text would 
destroy this object, since God is^ in a figurative sense, the foundation 
of the throne of every one who sits upon a throne. He is the foun- 
dation of the thrones, dominions, and principalities in heavenly places, 
as well as of the mediatorial throne of Christ. 

(2.) It is very easy to understand the expressions—" God is a 
sun" — " God is a shield" — or " God is a rock," to which Mr. Porter 
alluded ; but it would be difficult to understand the expression "God 
is thy throne," without introducing into the passage, some ellipsis 
to explain it, which we cannot do. 

. (3.) If this proposed translation be correct, the word ^^vog, as 
the predicate of the proposition, should more naturally be without 
the article. 

' (4.) As the person who sits upon the throne is greater than the 
throne itself, his proposed rendering of the text would give to 
Christ all the prominence and superiority over the Father, which 
would be blaspnemous. 

Sp that I ask, on what principle does he argue for this transla- 
tion P It cannot be by Liceniia Poetica : it must be by some new 
figure of rhetoric of which I am not aware, and which, until he tells 
me its proper name, I shall designate Licentia Uniiariana if! 

,. But in connexion wijh Heb. i. 8, he referred to Psalm xlv. 
which he applied to Solomon ; but, I ask, where was his proof for 
such application ? He quoted, indeed, the title of the Psalm, " A 
Song of Loves;'' but. did he not know that the titles of the Psalms 
are no part of the inspired original, and have no authority wUai^H^^^-, 
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that he had read his works; but had he read the Bishop's Sermons 
on PsALBf x\v., he never woald ha^e hteard^d so gratnitous, so an- 
eroved, atid so nnproveable aa opinion as that Psalm xlv. refers td 
Solomon. Does he not knoW, that the ** testimony of Jesus is the 
spirit cf pfophsty P** D6es he not know that Davids in spirit. 
Spoke of Christ ?— axid has he not read the last verse of this Psalxn, 
"I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations; there- 
fore fihall the people praise thee for ever atid ever ;" which never 
coa)d be applied, in any sens^, to Solomon P I beg to inform him, 
that Psalm xlv. refers to the inVstical and spiritual union which 
subsists between Christ and his Church. He referred to the fact of 
the Queen being spoken of as accompanied by Virgins that be her 
fellows, as a difficulty in the Psalin ; but let me tell him that the 
Queen is the Church universal, ihi Vitgins that be her fellov^s are 
the different denominations of Christians ; for there are different 
denomhiations and different partitions between the various deilomi. 
nations which Constitute the Cdtholic Church of Christ. It ^^uld, 
indeed, be a glorious state of unanimity, if no such partitions exist, 
ed, and that the church on earth were even now, what it shall be 
hereafter, '^ one fold under one shepherd i** but in the meantime, I 
say to ypu» my Orthodox Presbyterian fellow-christians — to you, my 
fellow-christians of the Covenanting Synod — of the SecessionChxxtfik 
—of the Methodist, and Quaker Connexion, and of the Independent 
denomination, — let us now congratulate one and other that the par. 
tition walls that divide us are not so high, but that we can even 
stretch our arms across them, and extend the right hand of Christian 
fellowship, to those from whom we are thus for a time divided ! ! 

Mr. Porter yesterday argued, that r^t {fjnray^tfsrou, in 1 Coa. 
xv. 28, should be rendered, ''then shall the Son be made subject 
Surely this implies, if it implies any thing, that he is not now sub- 
ject ! ! ! But I beg to refer him to the difference between the active 
and poiiive voices of this verb, which is proved in this very pasitage, 
where both occur, umra^m is to arrange under; wntoumfiMt^ m 
the passive, is to be arranged under, or to be subject; and it cannot 
mean to be made subject, unless by superadding a passive significa- 
tion to the passive 1 

He argued that the title of "Son of God'' implies that Christ* is 
inferior to God. If so, his title, *'Son of man/' implies that he is 
inferior to man. Hence Mr. Porter must be something lower than 
a Humanitarian ! ! ! ! 

He argued that the subjection of Christ to the Father implied 
inferiority j>f nature. If so, he must have been inferior in nature 
to Joseph and Mary, because he went down to Nazareth, and Was 
subject unto them ! ! ! ! 

He argued that he that is sent must be necessarily inferior in naldre 
to him that sent him^ I beg to say, that the fact is quite the revdrse; 
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I watfld choose a dog or cat/ or any aninial of ati inferior nature to 
irjrself, te be my messenger : I would certainly send a person of the 
•tme nature witli myself 1 But I would here distinctly remark, that 
sffieiai subordiiMtion never can prove natural inferiority ; and official 
mb^rdination involves merely a compliance with the will of another, 
and nothing more ; and may be voluntarily assumed by an equal, a^ 
it was by Christ— for he says, "Lo, I come to do thy will,- O God." 

. His criticiMEi on Col. i. 16, that tv avru •rocira ixrto^ should be, 
v/fibim were all things created,'^ is worth nothing; because tv is 
eoastantly used in the New Testataeiit, in the sense of *' by/* and 
in this very passage it is explained by dta at the end of the verse. 
We have, in fact, in this passage, three forms of expression, viz. — 

f aXJTOMy 

connecting Christ, in every possible way, as the sustaining, origU 
Dating, aiKl final Cause of the creation of all things. And I woiBd 
here remark, that if he were only the subordinate ixMstrum^i in the 
hands of a superior being, it could not have been said, that all things 
were created '^for him," s/f»ltrhv; as, in that case, all things would 
bave been orea<ted ybr the being who employed him. 

He next refeired to 1 Coa. iii* 21, 23, ''Therefore, let no maa 
glory In m^n^/i^r all thirds areyows; whether Paul or Apollos/' &c. 
It is quite evident from the coutext, which Mr. Porter reetd, that the 
expression^ ''All things are yours,'' is but a figurative mode of as^ 
iperting, that all the ministers of the church are appointed, and all 
the arraogen^ents of the <}rospel made, for the spiritual benefit of tha 
church. 

His quotation from John vi. $7, ^' 1 live by the Father,'' and 
others of a similar kind, move nffimmtimly that, in the possession ^ 
a derived existeoce, which is a necessary attribute of human native, 
Christ was a perfect man ; but, as to his J)eity, we read in JoHV 
1. 4» " In him waa life." 

As to John v. 26, "As the Father hath life in himself, so hath 
he given to the Son to have life in himself," I call upon Mr. Porter 
to mow how a created and finite being could be capable of even 
receiving the same independent existence as his Creator, so as to 
** have life in himself,^* as " his Creator has lifi in himself 

As to John v. 20, "The Father showeth him all things that him. 
self doeth ;'' this passage only proves that his knowledge is comment 
$uratemih the works ^ the Father, which is a knowledge that no 
creature could contain. 

As to Col. i. 19, "It pleased the Father that in hiin should all 
Ittlaess dwdi ;" his quoting Ihis only proves^ that the Etiglish trans- 
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kktion is not, in his estimation, quite so inferior to the original a$ 
he asserted. The words, " the Father^*' are sopt}lied by the trans, 
lators; and / might as well supply the word, "himself,** and read 
the text thusy '* For it pleased himself that in him should all fulness 
dwell." And this is only one proof out of many that anew transla- 
tion of the Scriptures, yat^u//^executed» would be more favourable 
to the Deity of Christ than the present. 

As to John v. 30, "Of myself I can do nothing: as I hear I 
j.udge ;" the expression, " do nothing," is here explained to mean, 
that he does nothing, as Judge, of himself. And I ask, Could Deity 
act otherwise P Would the Supreme God judge the world from ctu 
price or .prepossession, and without a proper examination of evidence 
for the satisfaction of the persons judged P 

Mr. Porter yesterday asserted, when contrasting the Epistles 
with the Gospels, that what comes from Christ is of the highest 
authority. I reply, all Scripture comes from Christ; for it was the 
Spirit of Christ, which was in the authors that gave testimony of 
what is revealed, (i P£t. i. 10, 11; GikL. i. 12) i therefore the 
Epistles are as authoritative a$ Ae Gospels. 

As to John v. 19, ''The Son can do nothing of himself, but 
what he seeth the Father do ;" this evidently means that the Father 
and Son are in such a sense so closely One, that the Son can do 
nothing p/* himself, or independently of the Father. If he had, on the 
other mxkd, said, that the Son ^*can do of himself what he does not 
see the Father do,** then the passage would prove a complete distinc- 
tion of being and power. And I would here ask Mr. Porter to ex- 
plain how a creature could adopt the latter part of this verse without 
manifest blasphemy : ** For what things soever the Father doeth, the 
same doeth the Son likewise !" 

As to Martha's words, in John xi. 21, 22, "But now I know 
diat whatsoever thou wilt ask of God, God will give it thee ;" I sim- 
ply reply, that Martha here expressed an Arian sentiment, which 
Christ immediately corrects, by claiming the power referred to, as his 
own in the 25th verse, "i am the resurrection and the life; he that 
believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live:" just as 
Nicodemus was a Socinian when he said that Christ was only a tna» 
and a teacher, as recorded in John iii« 2; for Christ instantly per- 
ceived that he was in an unregenerate state, as all Socinians are, 
ahd said, " Verily, verily, I say unto you, except a man be born 
again, he canirot see the kingdom of God." 

As to Mr. Porter's criticism, that wherever Christ uses the per- 
sonal pronoun " I," be speaks of his entire person, I answer, that this 
is not the fact; because he said to his disciples in one place, "Lo, I 
am with you always, even unto the end of the world ;" and in an- 
other place, be says, ''And now I am no more with you:" and these 
apparently -contradictory declarations qannot both be true, unless w^ 
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yefer the latter to Hi human nature^ and th)e former to bis dkinla 
nature. 

^ As to his quotation of Acts ii. 22, " Ye men of Israel, bear these 
words : " Jesus of Nazareth, a man of God approved amon^ you by 
' si^s,'' &c. I submit, in reply, the following dilemma : Mr. Porter is 
either a Socinian, or he is not ; if be is a Socinian, let him say so: 
Why is he ashamed to acknowledge it P If he is not a Socinian, he 
has no business to fight with Socinian weapons, and thus to argue 
upon a principle which be does not believe. 

Mr. Porter has produced many passages which speak of Christ 
in reference to his mediatorial subordination^ .and has argued for his 
inferiority from them, totally overlooking others which assert his 
Deity. I would again, therefore, illustrate this principle of reasoning. 
I read, for instance, in Acts ii, 84, *'For David is not ascended 
into the heavens;'' and I might just as well argue that David's 
soul was not in glory, from an isolated view of this passage of 
Scripture, omitting €md disregarding other texts which prove it, as 
Mr. Porter might argae from passages in which Christ is spoken of 
as man, that he is only man, overlooking others altogether in which 
be is spoken of as God. 

He next referred to Matt. xx. 23, in which Christ is represented 
as giving the following answer to Zebedee's children, when their 
mother had solicited that they might sit on his throne with him in 
his kingdom : " To sit on my right band and on my left, is not mine 
to give ; but it shall he given to them for whom it is prepared of my 
Father." But, in reply to his objections from this text, I maintain, 
that these words do not, when taken in their strictly obvious meaning, 
contain any declaration at all inconsistent with the pdwer of Deity ; 
for God does not dispense the glories of his kingdom to those who 
ask for them through motives of vanity and ambition, aa the mother 
of Zebedee's children did upon this occasion. Such honours are 
intended for '* him that overcometb." Rev. iii. 21. The text should 
be, ''To sit on my right hand and on my left, id not mine to give ; 
but to them for whom it has been prepared of my Father ;" Le, Christ, 
when on earth in a state of humiliation, ooald not assume those pre- 
rogatives which he had for a time laid aside. And that this is its 
import, is evident from Rev. iii. 21, where he asserts explicitly the 
very prerogative which he is here, on the Arian principle, said to" 
disclaim : " To him that overcometb, will I grant to sit with me in my 
throne ; even as I also overcame, and am set down with my Father 
on his throne." And if any stress should be laid on the latter part' 
of this verse, — " for whom it has been prepared of my Father," — I 
refer, in reply, to John v. 19, where it is said, '*For what thinga 
soever the Father doeth, the same doeth the Son likewise;" and to 
the declaration of Christ, in John xiv. 2, " / go to prepare a place 
/or you.** 

He next referred to 1 Cor. xi. 3 : " The head of every man is 



Christ ; the head aX Ae w6iMmi»the man $ mdt tlie basd of CltrM is 
Ood." Bat I reply, that this cannot be spoken of Christ in his drrintt 
nature, as it would then be equivalent to saying; that " God is the 
bead of God." It must, therefbre, refer to bis subordinate office ad 
Mediajton And it is an entttnerfttion of tbe parties concertred in the 
mediatorial scbenie— Afan, who is to be reconciled ; Christy the Me^ 
diatoTy who retioneiJes ; God, with whom Ibe reconcilialioB is efieetedt 
And this passage plainly states tbe^ order in which tbe parties stand. 

• ■ '■ -■ • ■ 

I MUST NOW PROCEED TO tXAl^INK THE AltGlTMftKTS WMOH Mft; 

Porter has adtanced in support of his opinion, as statep in 

BW SfcCOND PROPOSmoN i THAT CHrtlST IS, IN fllS HIOHEST CAPAr 
Crtr, NATURE, OR CONDITION, A CMATEP BEING. 

The first proof which he advanced in support of this doctrine, 
was derived from Rev. ill. 14^ where Christ is styled '' the beglnakig 
of the creation of God/' But upon this pttssage I would remark^ 
Ihat, 

By a common raetotiymy, the absin^t term is pnt fot the con^ 
€ret0; (as in 1 JofiN i. 3, where Cbrisi: is styled 'Mbat eternal life 
itbieh was with the Fatb^;'0 for trhen a^ri is applied to ^per^an^ 
and does not refer to time, it generally signiAes^ ^ thief, or prU^ 
eipal. As, for instance, in the Septuagint— 

ExoD. vl. 25 : Aurou cu OL^vfU ^r^tag Xiwruv, these are the hMdt of the 

family of we Levites. 
Ntsti. iz. 17 : ^6(i)Kav 6ig^fiv, thejr appointed a captain. 
Ho8. i. 11 : Biiicfovtdt s&uroig a^9)v fjuw, they shaU appoint for tbemselvefli 

one head. 

In the New Testament, &^t»if powers, is frequently need for vnQffunHi 
rulers; as in— ^ 

liOKE xil 11: inito ni^trates and powers ' 
i^M. viii. 38 : nor piinotpalities nor poven. 
£pH. Hi. 16: unto the principalities and powers. ' 
EpA. ti. 12 : against principalities. 
Col. i. 16; principalities. 
In ali of ^ich the original term is &^(il, 

&ut, further, in Gol. i» 18^ we find thii i^ery tiUe given toGfarist,ffi 
the Unse ofhapinf ihepre^eminente^ ''And he is the hetid of thebody^ 
tbe cburcb, who is the beginliingfd^ji))^ tb^ first-born from thedead^; 
tit^at in ail things be might have tne pre-eminence f ^«*«-and in Ret. i 
5,.a passage parallel to Rsv; iii, 14, Ghrist is styled " the prisee of 
the kings of the eartV {i &^w ruv jScunXsMy rtji yvjg)^ And I msf 
also add^ that o^^, ii} tbe language of ancient pbilodopby, denoted 
an efficient causs^\\i9X which gave m begmtAngUk other thiagl»-ia 
principle or source of existence. 

I therefore conclude, thai this paesag^ iik Rfiv. HL 14 may be 
tbus translated: "Tbe:^ things aaitb the Anfeenythefatthfolaadtrae 
witness, THE Chief or Lord of the creation of God.'' And, in that 
case, it will be parallel with the declaration of Christ in Matt, xxviii* 
18 : '*AU power if gii^ea im\o me in beaten and ia etirtfa.'' 



Bdt I iAsh to kiio\ii^« Doe^ Mr. Porller .tmdeeitaiid, hff this cfecldvsu 
tidily whieb wlj9 tbat Cbi'ist was " the begimiiiig^ of tfa^ creation of 
Gcdy" as it is rendered in our tersion^^^oes he> I toy, understand hf 
it, that Christ was the Jtrtt^creattd being? Of, in other words, tiuvt 
there was a time before which he did not exist ? If so> let Imn niark 
the cowiequence of his argomenl. Christ says^ in Rsy. xzL 6, '^I 
am the beginning and the end.'' — n ot^^ xa) rh rlXo^ He \s, there^ 
lore, the bhd, as well as the sEGiNNiNa. Now I Batnraliy argne, 
^at, if the fact of Christ's being called the " eeoinnino,'' implies 
thttt there f0a« a time before which he did not exist ; then his being 
called the *' isMD'' must, upon the same principles^ imply that there 
will be a time after which he will not exist ! that is, thai Christ will 
be annihilated » and cease to exist! To such an awfal length do the 
priticiples of reasoning adopted by those who deny the Deity of the 
Sariour, lead ! 

The next argument which Mr. Porter advanced in support of big 
opinion, — that Christ, in his highest capacity, is a crealed being,-^was 
drawn from Col, L 15, in which he is styled "the first-born of every 
creature" — ir^intrSroKo^ ^dcrig xritSiU)^. To this argument 1 answer, 
that tiie title ^^a;roroxo$^ *' first-born,^' cannot denote that Christ mw^ 
created, for the following reasons : — 

(1.) The passage is not *ff^(tyt6krt(!rog 'itdtrvig xri^u^^ " first-createdf 
of every creature," which would have been the correct way of con- 
veying the doctrine of Christ's having been the firsUcreated being. 

(2.) The reason which follows in ver, 16, — '*for by him were all 
things created,"-^would be most absurd : for what could the Apostle 
mean by saying, "Christ is the first-created being, hetause he cteatedf 
all things" ? If there be any consequence in the reason giv6n, it 
would imply, that Christ created himself; as it is not said, tfaajt ^by 
him were all other things created." 

Vot these I'easons, I reject the signification which Mr. Porter has 
attached to this word ; and I shall now explain it. 

The term Ar^wr^oxo^, *' first-bom," was in frequent use among the 
Jews, as denoting the lord, proprietor, or prince ; just as the corre-' 

sponding Hebrew term Vl^:i was so used : as in Exod. iv. 22^ and 

in Jbr. xxxi. 9, Israel and Ephraim are respectively designated th^ 
'* first-born" of God^ because they were distinguished by the peculiar 
favour of Jehovah, and placed in a situation of eminence above all 
nations. The " first-born" is the ** heir/' the xk/ieovS/n^gy who is de- 
i^Ctibed by the Apostle, in Gal. iv. 1, as the "lord of all." xug/o$ 
^iTwv,^ So that fn'PCiiri'6tox$g if&itr^g xriettiii^ " first-bOm of every creature,"' 
iiS explained by Heb. i. 2 and 6 ; where the Apostle says of Christ, in 
the former verse, that the Father "hath appointed him heir of alt 
thfngSi" S^ ^^ iCK^fiivifwt 'ftdvrcM; find immediately afterwards styles 
hiak " firstborn," ^Mr^«xov^ kk the sixth verse. And in other pas«- 
0age», where the Apostle styles Christ the '^ first-born,'^ it is in the 
sense of " principal," or "ehief;" as in Roif. viii. 29i where he sty kd 
him " first-born among many brethren ;" and in Col. i* 18, where he 
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styles bim " first-bora from tbe dead.'' And, in Hcb. i. 6, he is 
represented, under tbe title of " first-bom/' as tbe person wbom. tbe 
angels " worsbip ;" and it is evident, tbat, if tbe term denoted tbat b& 
was tbe '* first-created" being, tbis passage would represent God tbe 
Fatber as teacbing creature- worsbip, contrary to Rom. i. 25, in.wbicb 
idolatry is defined to be " worsbipping and serving tbe creature be- 
sides tbe Creator.'^ 

. I tberefore conclude, tbat tbe term '' first-born'^ means tbe '' pro- 
prietor*' or " ruler ;" and tben tbe 'explanation : "For by bim'all; 
tbings were created," &c. wbicb immediatelySfollows, is intelligible ; 
for tben we understand tbe Apostle as saying, tbat ** Christ is tb& 
proprietor or ruler of every creature," because ''by bim all tbings were 
created.'' He wbo created is Lord by rigbt of creation. 

I may bere add, tbat, even if tbe term cr^wr^oxo; could mean that 
Christ was created, still tbe structure of tbe sentence should be dif- 
ferent from what it is. It should be cr^fior^roxo; sv ira<fi xniffLatfi ; for, 
in that case, vf^uroroxog should not be followed by a simple genitive, 
but should be followed by a preposition governing tbe following noun 
substantive ; as in Rom. viii. 29, cr^wr^oxov Iv mXkoTi &di\<poTg, 

I may also add, that the word 'jr^ororoxog might have an active 
signification in this passage, and be translated as " the first-producer 
of every creature;" for tbe word is often used in an active sense in the 
best Qreek authors, as in Homer, Iliad 17, line 4 and 5 : 

ug rig m^r/jro^axi fifirvi^ 
TL^carorSMg, xiw^, o\j *x^ slduTa r6xoio. 

Having thus replied to the arguments which Mr. Porter has ad- 
vanced in support of bis position, that Christ is a created being, 
I now submit the following direct arguments against this opinion : — 

(1.) It is no where asserted in Scripture. From the evident 
parallelism between John i. 1, &c. and Gen. i. 1, &c. we might 
nave expected the Apostle to have asserted the creation of Christ, or 
of the Word, in the very commencement of bis Gospel ; for it would 
have rendered the parallelism more complete, to have said, '^ sv a^ri 
ifroi7i<f6v rev Aoyov 6 Qsog, SicJ*- — It is therefore manifest, that tbe reason 
why'be did not say so was, because Christ was an uncreated being. 

(2.) It is said in John i. 3, and in Col. i. 16, that '' by bim were 
all things created" — ^Therefore, if Christ was created, be must have 
been created by himself; for it is not said, that by ''bim were all 
other tbings created." 

(3.) In RoM. i. 25, Tbe Creator and creature are so placed in 
contrast, as to show, that tbe Creator could not have been a crea- 
ture, nor could a creature have been the Creator : but by Christ 
were all things created; tberefore, be could not have been a creature. 

(4.) If Christ were a creature, tbaii it would involve tbe commis- 
sion of idolatry to obey the command, in Heb. i. 6, " Let all the, 
angels ^of God worsbip pitn:" for the Apostle defines idolatry, to be 
" worshipping and serving the creature more than" (or rather " be** 
sides) tbe Creator.*' 
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(5.) Christ is saidi in Col. i. 17, to have been before all things^ 
i. e, as is evident froih the context, before all created things; and, 
therefore, as he could not be before himself, he could not have been 
created : for it is not said, that '^ he is before all other created 
things." 

(6.) He is called "Eternal life" in 1 John i. 2, in reference to the 
pre-existence which he had with the Father. 

(7.) It is said, in Heb. yii. 3, that Melchisedek was made like to 
(opafMiufMVBg) the Son of God, in having neither beginning of days, 
nor end of years ; therefore, Christ was, in reality, what Melchisedek 
resembled him in, t. e. eternal. 

(8.) It would have added so much to the glory of Jehovah, to 
say, that he had created so glorious a being as " the Word," that, 
if true, we would have expected this declaration to have illuminated 
every page of Scripture ; and that the advocates of this opinion 
would not have been obliged to adduce one or two figurative expres- 
sions, such as those in Col. i. 15, and in Rev. iii. 14 ; which are the 
only show of argument that can be advanced in support of it 

For these reasons, I maintain that Christ was not, as to his su- 
perior nature, a created being, but was the God who created all 
things. 

I shall now advance an additional argument in support of the 
true Deity of Christ, distinct from those which I have already ad. 
vanced in the previous course of this Discussion. This argument, 
I shall illustrate by proofs in detail, having first stated it under the 
following three propositions : 

1. We read of an angel, throughout the Old Testament, who 
frequently appeared to men, bearing the titles, possessing the attri- 
bates, receiving the homage, and exercising the prerogatives of Deity ; 
and who was recognised as God by those to whom he appeared. 

2. This angel was not God the Father. 

3. He was God the Son. 

I submit the following passages to illustrate the first of these 
propositions : * 

Gen. xii. 7. And the Lord appeared (X^*^) unto Abraham, and said. Unto thy 

«eed will 1 give this land : and there builded he an altar unto the Lord that appeared 
unto him. 

Oev, xviL 1. And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the Lord appeared 
to Abram, and said unto him, I am the Almighty God, &c. 

N.B.— The Hebrew verb rendered " appeared,** denotes that the Lord became visible. 

Gen. Kvi. 7 — 13. And the angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in 
the wilderaess, by the fountain in the way to Shur ; and he said, Hagar, Sarai's maid, 
whence earnest thou ? and whither wilt thou go ? And she said, I flee from the face 

• The following texts were not read in full, but only referred to by chapter and verse : but, as I 
publidv stated that if Mr. Porter would allow me to print them in foil I should be obliged to him ; 
and as he generously gave me that permission in his following speech, they are here printed as f 
bad prepared them.— D. B. 



of my mutrws Sanai. And the «i9«l of ihe lAtd tifidyMh Ur, {letum^0 ^7 
mistressy and submit tbyself under her hands. Ai^d the angel of the Ijord Mud unto 
her. Behold, thou art with child, and shalt bear a son, and shalt call his namelsh- 
mael ; because the Lord hath heard thy affliction, &c. And she called the namd 
of the Lord ihat epake unto her. Thou God teeet me : for she said^ Hare f also here 
looked after him that seeth me ? 

Qbn. Kviii. 1, 2. And the Lord appeared oatft him in the plams of Mlimre : and 
he sat in the tent-door in the heat of the day. And he lifted up his eyes and lookedp 
and lo, three m^'stood by him : and when he saw them, he ran to meet them from 
the tent-door, aiid bowed himself toward the ground. 

, N. Bw— Of thflto tkree, one waisupeflortoth* test, and vpukt lo» and wM mAJremeA kf AYmlbM i 
as JehoTah--^er. 3, 13, 17, 20, SS, 2&, 33. Iq ver. 22 of !^th chap, two of the men are ss^d tp h^^o 
gone towards Sodom : andindhap. xix. I, they are said to have arriyed there; and in xlz. 13, 
ttiey represent themseWes as being sent by the Lord to Aeeltcaj SedoQ. 

Gbn. xxli. 11, 12. And the angel of the Lord called unto him out of httven, imd 
said) Abraham, AbnUiam. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thy hand 
iipon the lad, neither do thou any tiling unto him : for now I know that thou forest 
God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me, — See also ver. 
16—17. 

Gen. xxvi. 2. And the Lord appeared unto him, and said. Go not down into 
ISgypt, &c. Ver. 24. And the Lord appeared unto him the same night, and said, I 
am the God of AbrfJiam thy father, &e» 

. Gbn. xacriii. If, &c. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried there all 
Bight * * And he dreamed, and behold, a ladder set up on the earth. * * And be- 
hold, the Lord stood above it, and said, 1 am the Lord God of Abraham^ thy father, 
and tlie God of Isaac ; the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I give it. * ^ And 
thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth, &c, * * Ver. 16. And Jacob awaked out 
of his sleep, and he said. Surely the Lord is in this place : and I knew it not. Ver. 
J 9. And he called the name of that place Bethel. — Read in connexion with f At>, clMifk 
xxxi* 11, 13. And the angel qf the Lord spake unto me in a dream, saying, Jacob.* 
And I said, tiere am T.' Ver. 13. I em the God of Bethel, where thou anointedst 
the pillar, and where thou wmedst a vow unto me, &c. 

Gen. xxxii. 24. And Jacob was left alone: and there wrestled a man with him 
until the break of day. Ver. 28. And he said. Thy name shall no more be called Jacob, 
but Israel : for as a prince hast thou power vrith God, and hast prevailed. Ver. 80. 
;And Jacob called the name of the place Peoiel : for I have seen God face to faoe, aad 
my life is preserved — Re€id in connexion with this, Hosea xii. 4, 5, Yea, he ha4 
power over the angel, and prevailed; he wept and made supplication unto him : be 
found him in Bethel, and there he spake with us ; even the Lord God of hosts. 

Gen. XXXV. 1. And God said unto Jacob, Arise, go up to Bethel, and dwell there ; 
and make there an altar unto God, that appeared unto thee when diou fleddest from 

the foce of Esau thy brother But this God that appeared unto him, is described in 

Gen. xxxi. 1 1, to be the angel of the Lord. 

Gbn. xlviii. 15, 16. And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God which fed me all my life long unto thn 
day, the angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads. 

ExoD. iii. 2. And the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire, 
out of the midst of a bush. Ver. 4. And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to 
see, God called unto him out of the midst of the bush. Ver. 6. And he said, I am 
the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jaeob, 

ExoD. xiii. 21. And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 
lead them the way. — Compare this passage with £xod. xiv. 19. And the angel of 
God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them, &,c. 

^ExoD. xix. 3. And Moses went up unto God, and God called unto hhn out 
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4>r the monoUm, (t. e. Sinai,) sayiog, &e. Now in Acts vii. 38, the Holy Ghott, 
speaking through Stephen, says, ** This (Moses) is he that was in the chureh in the 
wilderness, with the angel which spake to him in the Mount Sinai," &c. 

ExoD. xYiii. 20, 21.^ Behold^ I send an angel before thee to keep thee in the way, 
and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and obey his 
voice, provoke him not: for he will not pardon your transgressions : for my name U 
fit Mm. Ver. 23. For mine angel shall go before thee. — {Thie wae spoken by the 
Father of the Son.) 

Judges ii. I. '* And an angel of the Lord came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and 
said, / made thee to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I 
sware unto your fathers."— Then the angel proceeds, in the two ftdlowing verses, to 
represent the language of Jehovah to Moses, recorded in Ezod. xxxiv. 10, 14 as his ; 
and in the 4th verse, it is said, *' And it came to pass, when the anyel of the Lord 
spake these words," &c. 

JtTDGBS vi. 12. And the angdof the Lord appeared unto him, and said unto him. 
The Lord is with thee, thou mighty man of valour. Ver. 13. And Gideon said unto 
him, O my Lord, if the Lord be with us, why then is all this befallen us ? &c. Ver. 
14. And the Lord looked upon him, and said, &c. Ver. 16. And the Lord said unto 
him, &c. Ver. 20. And the angel of the Lord said unto him, &c. Ver. 21. Then 
the angel of the Lord departed out of his sight. Ver. 22. And when Gideon perceived 
that he was an angel of the Lord, Gideon said, Alas, O Lord God, for because I have 
seen an angel of the Lord face to face. Ver. 23. And the Lord said unto hini, Peace 
be unto thee, fear not, thou shalt not die ; then Gideon built an altar there unto the 
Lord. 

N. 6. The Hebrew words in this passage may be rendered, indifferently, *< an angel,** or *< the 
angel.** 

Numbers xxii. 12. And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them, &c. 
Ver. 82. And the angel of the Lord said unto them, &c. Ver. 35. And the angel of 
the Lord said unto Balaam, &c. — Chap, xxiii. 4. And God met Balaam, &c. Ver. 5. 
And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, &c.«-Chap. xxiv. 4. He hath said which 
heard the words of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, &c. 

In IsAiilH vi. we have another account of the Deity being manifeeted to the 
Prophet. 

- Malachi iii. 1. The coming of ** the angel of the covenant" to the temple is fofe- 
told, and his Deity, and proprietorship of the temple, is asserted in the woids^ ** The 
Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come to his temple." 

Such is a review of some of the instances in which the angel, Je- 
hovah, is represented as appearing. 

I shall now prove the second part of the first proposition, which 
says, that this angel is God : for— 

The name of God was in him. Exod. xxiii. 21, '^For my name is in him." 
He speaks as God, as in ExoD. iii. 2, &c. ^ Gen. xxxv. 1 1 ; xxviiL 13. 
Is spoken of as God, as in Judges xiii. 22, &c. 
Is spoken to as God, as in Gen. xvi. 13, &c. 

Was worshipped, and received worship as God, as in Gen. xxxV. 1 ; Jud. 
xiii. 23, &o. &c. 

The second proposition, which asserts that this angel was not God 
the Father, is proved by— • 

John i. 18. No man hath seen God at any time : the only-begotten Son which 
is in the bosom of the Faiher^ he hath declared hiin. 

John v. 37. And the Father himself, which hath sent me, hath borne witness o€ 
me : ye have neither heard his voice at any time« noc wea Yk\» ^W\»e« 

X 
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The next proposition, that this an^l was Christ in his pre-existent 
Deity, I maintain for the following reasons : 

(1.) The analogy which there is between the character of the 
Angel in the Old Testament, and the character of Christ in the New ; 
and the similarity which there is between the visions of the Angel 
Jehovah to Abraham, Jacob, and MoseSj, and those of Christ glorified 
to Stephen, to Ananias, and to Paul ; and between the visions of the 
Angel seen by Isaiah, ^zekiel, Daniel, and Zechariah, and those 
seen by John, — render it probable that the Angel was Christ. 

(2.) The offices and relationship to the Jews which the Angel 
Jehovah is represented in the Old Testament as sustaining, are, in 
the New Testament, attributed to Christ. The Israelites are called, 
in John i. 1 1, Christ's own people ; it was Christ who inspired their 
Prophets, as we are told in 1 Peter i. II; it was he whom they 
tempted in the wilderness, as we are told in 1 Cor. x. 9 ; and it was 
lie who would often have gathered them together, as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, as we are informed by himself in 
Luke xiii. 34. 

(3.) When Christ said to the Jews, "Your Father Abraham re- 
joiced to see my day, and he saw it, and was glad ;" they understood 
this as equivalent to a declaration of his being personally seen by 
Abraham, and Christ did not contradict their conception of his mean, 
ing, but asserted his priority to Abraham. 

(4.) In Heb. xii. 26, we are expressly told, that it was Christ's 
voice which shook the earth when the law was delivered on Sinai. 

(5.) Paul, in Eph. iv. 8, applies the 68th Psalm to Christ: there* 
fore we are to consider that psalm as descriptive of his glory.— r-But 
in ver. 7, we read, " O God, when thou wentest forth before thy 
people; when thou wentest through the wilderness,^' Bcc; and in 
ExoD. xiv. 19, it is said, '* that the Angel of the Lord went before** 
them in the wilderness. 

(6.) It was Christ whom Isaiah saw in vision, according to the 
testimony of John xii. 41. 

(7.) It was Christ who presided over the Jewish church, which is 
evident from Eph. v. 14, " Wherefore, he saith, Awake thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light ;" 
which words are a paraph rastical reference to Isa. Ix. 1, ''Arise, 
«hine ; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee." 

fS.) In Mal. iii. 1, Christ is expressly called the Angel of the 
Covenant, and represented also, in the same verse, as the Lord of 
the Temple. 

From all this, I infer that Christ, in his pre-existent Deity, was 
4he Angel of Jehovah, who was Jehovah himself; one with the 
Father, the President and Patron of the Jewish church. 



I shall now close this address by a remark which I find it neces^ 
^sary to make. Before I entered^^on this discussion, I laid it down, 
as a rule to myself^ that I would not bring forward, in the course of 
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argfiim^nV the name of a single living individual^ unless first intro- 
duced by: Mr. Porter. I state this, because I find that some persons 
have taken offence at the remarks which I /ell it my duty to make 
yesterday, in reference to the published sentiments of Dr. Brucb. 
Far be it from me to speak with disrespect or unkindness of that 
venerable and respected man ; nor would I have alluded to him at 
all, had not Mr. Porter Jirst brought forward his name in this dis^ 
cussion. And I only wish, that Mr. Porter bad maintained a similar 
reserve^ and had abstained from the offensive language in which he 
spoke of that kind, affectionate, and venerable man, Dr. Saurin, the 
Lord Bishop of Dromore. 



Mr. PORTER. — Mr. Bagot has' laid down certain principles 
upon the Scripture doctrine of worship, with respect to one of which 
I have a question to propose. He has stated, that *' God is to be 
worshipped" — that " he is to be worshipped through Christ, as Me- 
diator," and, lastly, that "Christ himself is to be worshipped." 
Now, with reference to the last of these points, I beg leave to ask. 
When Christians worship Christ, who mediates between them and the 
Mediator? 

Mr. bagot. — The question is absurd ; and I shall answer it as 
Christ answered the Sadducees, by proposing another. When Stel 
phen prayed to Christ, who mediated between Stephen and Christ ? 
— or, when Paul prayed to Christ, who mediated between Paul and 
Christ? 

Mr. porter.— Since the commencement of the present dis- 
t;ussion, I have had several distinct intimations of a kind calculated 
to prevent me from doing justice to the cause of which I am an 
humble, but sincere advocate. I have been made to perceive that 
an unpopular cause has, in this assembly, a still more unpopular de- 
fender. Why this should be so, I cannot divine. My conscience 
acquits me of having made use of any arts for the purpose of gaining 
your assent. I have neither attempted to work upon your feelings, 
nor to stir up your prejudices, nor to excite your passions. My con- 
science acquits me of having attempted to divert or distract your 
attention from the important subjects of the discussion between Mr. 
Bagot and myself* My conscience acquits me of having desigqedly 
said any thing, or even thought any thing, which ought to produce 
an unfavourable feeling towards me, in the minds even of those, 
whoever they may be, who most dislike the principles for which I 
contend. I have shunned every thing that could hurt their feelings. 
I have put my plain arguments forward in a plain way, trusting my 
whole cause to the force of reason and of truth. And shall it be 
said, that in an assembly like the present, where I see before me a 
number of Ministers of the Gospel of various Churches, and ottier 
persons of different classes, who, from the habit and mode of life tp 
'which they are accustomed, ought to know what is due to a person, 
standing in the responsible station which I now occupy, — is it, I ask, 
to be said that in such an assembly, because I have plainly stated 
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my conscientious conviction^ in an unvarnished manner, I am to 
receive intimations to let me know the light in which I am regarded? 

I am not the only person in this assembly who is conscious of 
the fact thus intimated. My reverend opponent also is well aware 
of it* He knows that he has the feelings of the great majority of 
the present auditory with him, in this discussion ; and I am sorry to 
iind that, instead of confining himself to close argunient on the sub. 
ject before us, he has chosen to appeal to your sectarian feelings, 
addressing you as his '* Presbyterian friendB," his " Iiiidependeni 
friends,*' and his *' Covenanting friends.*' With reference to such 
addresses, I shall only say, that I hope you are not more sincerely 
his friends than I am yours. I entertain towards you no feelings 
but those of kindness ; but I should be unwilling and indisposed to 
appeal to your prejudices, instead of addressing you as rational 
beings. I should seem to myself to pay you but an ill compliment, 
if I attempted thus to rest the cause on your feelings, and not upon 
your unbiassed judgment 

I am truly sorry that, in addition to several previous charges of 
misrepresenting my language and sentiments, which I not only 
brought forward, but proved against Mr. Bagot, on former occasions, 
I am now obliged to make another complaint of the same kipd. 
That gentleman, alluding to my quotation of the text, in which, ac^ 
cording to the common version, it is declared, that ** it pleased the 
Father that all fulness should dwell in the Son," has thought proper 
to assert, that I repeated the word "Fatlier/^ — (which is not in the 
original, but is supplied by the translators to complete the sense,) — 
as if it were part of the text, without giving any intimation to the 
contrary. I beg leave to say, such is not the fact I do most so- 
lemnly declare, that I quoted the text in the very words following: 
^*For it pleaudjhim, i. e. the Fa^A^r, as appears from verse 12,] 7^a< 
in him should altfuhness dwell;*' and that I repeated it in the very 
manner in which I have now read it, as nearly as possible. I ask, 
could any intimation be given more plainly, that the words intro- 
duced were so introduced by myself for the purpose of explanation ? 
I beg leave to add, that I am above such artifices. I should scorn 
to impose on you by mere sounds, or by mistranslations, or »T«it«oi» 
readings ! 

Mr. Bagot has intimated that in reading Col. i. 12-^20, towards 
the close of my last speech, yesterday, I changed the word ^'^," 
into <^ tn,^* because I thought the latter rendering more fatourablejto 
my own views. It is strange that even my conc^sWcms are treated as 
encroachments! I altered the word " htf' in the passage, ** For by 
him were all things created,*^ not because I think the preposition/' in" 
is more favourable to my own views, for I think it is less so; nor 
because I think that Iv is incorrectly rendered, in the Common Ver- 
sion, by the word " by ;" for I am quite sore' that the prepoaitiQa has 
that meaning, and that in this context it will 'scarce aomit of any 
other. But I pointed out " in'* as the more wmal and more Uttral 
rendering of the word, only because such is the fact ; anfd hecaose I 
wished to deprive Mr. Bagot, and evej*y one else, of all hatidle off- 
ense for saying that I would adduce a single passage which I kli0W 
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to be qvesimiahly translated, or W4iald * build a single argrumenl 
on the defifds, and, as it might be argued, the mistakes of the Com- 
mon Version. You see how little encouragement I have received to 
be eaiuiid with Mr. Bagot, when even my very candour is turned 
into matter of accusation ! 

A great many of the observations which Mr. Bagot has this day 
adduced, are of such a nature that they answer themselves. Thus, 
for instance, he adi&itB that the term worship occurs in Scripture in 
an inferior sense ; and several times denotes the homage which was 
presented by created beings to their fellow-creatures, to whom re- 
spect, reverence, and civil obedience, were due'; and yet be cautions 
yon against regarding this secondary meaning of the term as affecting 
his attempt to establish the necessity of paying divine honours to 
Christ : since, as he argues, if the inference be good as affecting the 
worship paid to Christ, it would be equally valid as applied to the 
worship of the Father — That is to say, he admits, and cannot 
deny, that the word has this inferior or secondary sense ; and yet 
argues that the admission of this indisputable /act contradicts the 
duty and necessity of worshipping God, the Father ! Might I 
not be authorized, after listening to such an argument, to inquire 
whether Mr. Bagot means to deny that worship, religious worship, is 
due to Ood,the Father ? My theory does not carry me so far. I 
admit both the primary and secondary meaning of the term to^rship; 
and the principle for which I contend, and contended, is, that we 
are to find out from the context, and from considering all the cir. 
eumstances of each particular case, whether it is civil homage or 
religious worship that is intended whenever the term occurs in Scrip- 
ture. 

Mr. Bagot, again, admitted expressly, that the epithet, ^* firsts 
hmiC* — or, in the Greek, (if I must speak Greek, which I have no 
desire to do in a promiscuous assembly,) ^r^wr^oxog — is applied to 
Israel in the Old Testament Scriptures in that language ; and yet, 
with a perverse inconsist^cy, he argued from the application of that 
v^y term to our Lord Jesus Christ, that our blessed Saviour must 
be God Supreme ! I, at least, have efideavoured not to trifle in this 
manner with your unders^ndings. I have, at least, endeavoured to 
avoid the production of suicidal arguments, which are no sooner 
stated than refuted. 

A great deal of what he has this day stated, might be refuted with 
the same facility. Some of his arguments, however, cannot so easily 
be answered ; because he has now improved upon his former practice 
of parrotting over his texts so rapidly, that is was impossible to an- 
nex any distinct ideas to the words. On a former occasion, I gave 
him a lesson on this subject, wMch I ia^agined would have left an 
impression, and prevented any recurrence of the evil ; but he is like 
those perverse pupils, who only grow the worse, the more pains yon 
take to improve them. To-day he has not been content to parrot 
over his texts, but has satisfied himself with simply announcing ^A« 
Ttfetenees to cAop^^aiu/tr^rftf, without repeating the words at all; and 
even this, with a v(^obility wfafich would induce me to think he takes 
it for granted that you will, with implicit faith, admit his interpreta- 
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Hon of every text referred to ; and not onl]^ so, bat that you do now 
receive every refer^ce which he has announcedj as convincing proof 
thai he is a good logician, and a soand theologian. Be it so then ! 
Take it thus for granted. He has the advantage of yodr feelings on 
his side. Any thing that comes from him will not fail to carry con- 
viction along with it, though it be simply the running over an arith- 
metical enumeration of passages. But he asks, will I give him leave 
to publish at full length, in the printed report, the words of all the 
texts to which he has thus referred P I answer in the exercise of the 
same openness, at this advanced age of the discussion, which I 
have evinced throughout, — I do. £ am neither afraid of htm nor 
bis texts. I am sure that when all the passages to which he has 
referred appear in print, and when they are subjected to a calm, 
rational, impartial, and sober judgment, they will carry with them 
the refutation — not of themselves, for that is what never can be 
effected, — but of those doctrines which he has built upon them; while 
the principles for which I have contended in this discussion, will 
stand untouched, based as they are upon the explicit and oft-repeated 
testimony of the word of God. Mr. Bagot's mode of arguing the 
question, by referring to texts, without giving the words, precludes 
the possibility of an answer to the majority of the points embraced 
in his speech. I am utterly unable, I candidly confess, to reply to 
arguments which I have not been permitted to hear. I shall there- 
fore not attempt what I own to be beyond my power ; but proceed to 
consider a subject, to which I yesterday announced that I should this 
day apply myself, — the doctrine of two natures united in the one per. 
son of Chrisrthe Mediator. I bring this question forward on the 
present occasion the more willingly, because, as Mr. Bagot is to 
follow me in the debate, he will thereby have an opportunity of 
answering my reasoning, if he thinks it admits or deserves a reply. 

The doctrine of the divine and human natures being united in the 
mediatorial person of Christ, has been frequently insisted on by Mr. 
Bagot, since the commencement of this discussion, although he has 
never once favoured us with any express and formal proof oC the 
position. Indeed it is a point which other controversialists, as well 
as Mr. Bagot, have found it far more convenient to assume than to 
prove. I might, as I have intimated, reserve my observations for my 
last speech, to which Mr. Bagot will have no opportunity to reply ; 
but to enable him to make good his case— if he can — I choose to 
bring them forward now. 

As Mr. Bagot's own language is not particularly ^calculated to 
make a definite impression on my mind, I shall take my statement 
of this doctrine from the Athanasian Creed, which he is bound to say 
or sing thirteen times every year, and which, of course, it is fair to 
assume, expresses his sentiments. Indeed it is one of the things 
contained in the Book of Common Prayer, to the whole and every 
part of which he has declared his unfeigned assent and consent; and 
it is sanctioned by one of those Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, 
which he has subscribed, in token of agreement with their literal and 
grammatical sense. In this symbol, the doctrine of Ihe two natures 
in Christ is thus expressed : 
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^ '* Farthermore, it is nediessary to everlasting salvation, that [a man] also believe 
rightly the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ 

*' For the right faith is that we believe and confess that our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, is God and man. 

** God, of the substance of the Father, begotten before the world; and man, of the 
substance of his mother, bom in the world. 

'' Perfect God and perfect man ; of a reasonable soul, and human flesh subsisting. 

'* Equal to the Father as touching his Godhead, and inferior to the Father a» 
touching his manhood. 

'* Who, although he be God and man, yet he is not two, but one Christ 

'^ One, not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh, but by taking of the manhood 
into God. ' 

*< One altogether, not by confusion of substance, but unity of person. 

*' For as the reasonable soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one Christ.'' 

Such is the doctrine of two natures in the one person of Christ the 
Mediator, which I propose to subject to a brief scrutiny. 

The regular and orderly mode of considering a question of this 
kind, is to settle, first, the meaning of the terms. I assume, then, as 
the signification of the word person a definition given by high 
authority : " A thinking, intelligent being ; an individual being that 
can consider itself as itself.'' And I farther assume, that, when we 
speak of the nature of a thing, we mean its properties, qualities, or 
attributes, considered collectively. 

The nature of God, therefore, or the divine nature, means the same 
as the aggregate of the qualities of God ; that is, all the qualities of 
God, taken together : and, in like manner, ^e human nature, or the 
nature of man, denotes that union of qualities, properties, or attri- 
butes, which are found in man. The doctrine of two natures in one 
person means, that the qualities, properties, or attributes of man, are 
united with those of God, in the same individual, thinking, intelli- 
gent being. 

Now, it is the nature or property of God, to be Eternal in dura- 
tion^ Injinite in power. Infinite in wisdom. Infinite in goodness. And 
in like manner it is the quality or the nature of man, Xoh^ originated 
in time, limited in power, limited in wisdom, and limited in goodness. 

When we say,^ therefore, that the two natures — the divine and the 
human — are united in one person, we affirm, that the same individual 
is eternal in duration, yet had his origin in lime; that he is infinite 
in wisdom, and yet limited in wisdom ; that he is injinite in power, 
yet limited in power ; and that he is injinite in goodness, yet limited 
in goodness. Now, if this be not a contradiction — a series of contra- 
dictions, I confess, I think it comes as near to it as can well be con- 
ceived. If it be really a contradiction in terms, it cannot possibly he 
true. This is one of the maxims of that logical art, of which Mr. 
Bagot talks so much and shows so little. 

I pass over this argument, however, and come to consider the 
testimony of Scripture on the subject, with as much impartiality as 
if no such objection could be urged against the doctrine in limine 
It will however, 1 hope, be granted to me, by all candid Trinitarians, 
— and, I am persuaded, there are many such among those who hear 
me, — that the testimony of Scripture, adduced in favour of an opinion 
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such as. this, ought to be plain^ precise, and definite. Whai are tbe 
proofs usually adduced P Mr. Bagot has not favoured us with any 
distinct argument on the point. Others, however, have adduced 
such texts as 1 Tim. iii. 16: "God was manifest in the fleskJ* But 
this reading is rejected as spurious by Gribsbach, who, as I stated 
on the first day of this discussion, was an avowed believer in tbe 
Trinity, and whose integrity I never before heard called in question; 
as, well as by Dr. Wardlaw of Glasgow, Mr. Carule of Dublin, 
anid a whole host of orthodox authorities besides: while others among 
them, including Professor Moses Stuart of Andover, and the Eclec^ 
tic and Quarterly Reviewers, consider it as a reading so extremely 
doubtjul and uncertain^ that no argument can he built upon it, I 
need not, therefore, examine the authenticity of this reading in de- 
tail. The judgment of the critics whom I have named, is, I humbly 
submit, more than sufficient to outweigh the opinion of my reverend 
opponent. And with respect to the parenthesis, which he contends 
ought to be inserted, if Griesbach's reading be followed, I can only 
say, that I can see no proof of its necessity, and respectfully refuse 
to admit it upon his authority. I may be allowed, however, to state, 
as Mr. Bagot has referred to the Alexandrian M.S. in support of the 
reading ** God^' in this text, that my attention being turned to the 
subject during my residence in London, by a pampiilet of Dr. Hen- 
derson's, I.had the curiosity to go to the British Museum to inspect 
that celeb rate d M.S. which is there preserved ; and, unquestionably, 
the word 0C (0gij) "God*' is found in this passage; but, equally 
beyond question, the strokes which make the difference between! this 
reading and OC, (5^,) "he'^rho," (the reading preferred by Gribs- 
BACH,) are a modem addition, differing entirely in colour of ink, and 
in style of execution, from the rest of the M.S. The corresponding 
strokes in other parts of the M.S. are beautifully finished, and appear 
as sharp and as well defined as if they had been traced with the point 
of a needle ; whereas, those which are found in this place are rough 
blotches, rather than lines ; and the ink in them is black and fresh, 
while that of the adjacent letters is pale and faded by the lapse of 
many centuries. 

Another passage which has been brought forward to prove this 
doctrine occurs in Rom. ix. 3—5, which I shall read from the Com- 
mon Version. 

For I could wish (says the AposUe) that myself were accursed from Christ, kft 
mj brethreo, my kinsmen according to the flesh ; who are Israelites ; to whom [P^'* 
tameth] the adoption, and the glory, and the covenants, and the giving of the law, 
and the service [of God], and the promises ; whose are the fathers, and of whom, as 
concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 

Mr. Bagot, by his over eagerness to prejudice your minds against 
such a mode of translating this passage, has already apprised you 
that the last clause may be thus rendered : — , 

Of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over aU, God [be] blsssSP 

FOR EVER ! 

The passage therefore only declares, that Christ, who, according to 
the flesh, was bom of the lineage of David, was the greatest of all 
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the instances of Qod's kindness ta his people^ and ooneludes with « 
devout thanksgiving to God for his mission^ It is, indeed, hard to 
conceive how an argument for this extraordinary doctrine can bef 
deduced from such a text as this. I observe, moreover, that Mr. 
Bagot, more than once, in quoting this text, misplaced two of the 
members of the last clause, in a way which is very frequently prac- 
tised by orthodox preachers and advocates; so that, instead of 
** Christ came, who is over all, God blessed for ever/* he converted it 
into a form which not even King James' Trinitarian translators 
thought proper to adopt : "Christ came, who is God over all, blessed 
for enerJ' If it be asked^ wherein the difference between the two 
renderings consists, I answer. It consists in this : that the latter 
mode, by dislocating the members of the sentence, makes the sug- 
gested rendering (God [be} blessed/or ever) appear, forced, strange, 
and unnatural ; whereas, if the words were left in their proper order» 
a very different impression would be made on themind of any intelli- 
gent and inquking person, though unacquainted with Greek. 

An argument has been built on the declaration in Col. ii. 9, 
which affirms, that " in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodilyi." But this fulness of the Divinity is stated, in the 19th verse of 
the preceding chapter, — the same to which I have adverted before, 
—to be the gift of the Father: "For it f>leased" (the Father, 
as the context shows) "that in him all fulness should dwell.'* In 
Eph. iii. 19, you will find the Apostle fervently praying that the 
members of that church might be ** filled unto all the fulness of God,'* 
Will it be contended, that Paul prayed that the divine and human 
patures might be united in the persons of his converts ? Indeed, 
this text alone — on Mr. Bagot's application of the scholastic maxim, 
Quicquid accipitur, ad modum accipientis accipitur, the thing re- 
oeived, must be proportioned to the capacity of the receiver ; or, in 
bis elegant phraseology, "a pint bottle will not hold a quart'* — would 
be sufficient to establish the proper Deity of the Ephesian Chris* 
tians ; for if they were capable of receiving the fulness of the infinite 
God> they must, on his principle, be infinite themselves. But if no 
such consequence follows from it in truth, then all the aid lent to the 
doctrine of the two natures by Col. ii. 9, is proved to amount exactly 
to nothing, unless we are prepared to follow different rules in the 
interpretation of similar passages. 

I have not found any other texts quoted by Trinitarian writers, in 
support of the doctrine of two natures. But among them, as with 
Mr. Bagot, there is no lack of "inferences" and "deductions," to 
support the doctrine. They amount to this, — as you have seen and 
heard in < this discussion, ii^j^a aiof imttseam^— That in some texts 
Christ is called Gbd (as we admit, that in two, or at most iti three 
passages, he is^i-though in an inferior s^nse of the word, as the con. 
text shows) ; while in< other places he is called a man, and -described 
lis inferior to the Father. And, in order to reconcile the two sets of 
passages^ it is deemed necessary to have recouTSe to this supposition. 
Of course, it is presumed that the doctrine of the two natures will 
remove the contradiction between the different passages, and get rid 
of all the difficulty. Let us simply try the validity of this supposi- 
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fioQ, by applying the doctrine of itie two natures to tbe solatioii of 
one or two passages. And, first, I shall take one which I have 
already quoted in this discassioo, and to which therefore Mr. Bagof a 
attention has been turned ; so that he will have his arguments and 
objections ready, if he thinks proper to reply to my reasoning. 

In Matt. xx. 20-— 23, we read, that toe mother of the sons of 
Zebedee came to our Lord, and besought him, saying, " Grant that 
these my two sons may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other 
on thy left hand in thy kingdom.'^ And after some farther conver- 
sation, he thus replied to her supplication : " To sit on my right 
hand, and on my left is not mine to give,— except— to those for whom 
it has been prepared of my Father.*' 

Now admitting, for a moment, and for the sake of the argument, 
that our Lord Jesus Christ was, as the Athanasian Creed declares, 
perfect God and perfect man, — this petition was most manifestly 
presented to him in his whole, full, and entire nature. The mother 
of the sons of Zebedee, did not address herself to our Lord's hu- 
manity, to the exclusion of his Godhead ; any more, than she made 
application to his Godhead, as distinguished from his humanity. 
What she wanted was, to obtain the boon which she sought ; and 
this she was desirous of receiving from him in any capacity in which 
he night be competent to grant it. It was matter of indifference 
to her and to her sons, whether the solicited favour was to come to 
them, through our Lord's human nature, or through his divine nature; 
or if it were not perfectly indifferent, the latter would certainly have 
been the more acceptable channel. They seem never to have 
doubted our Saviour's ability to bestow the gift which they sought ; 
and they took the present means of ascertaining whether or not he 
was disposed to do so. For this purpose, the mother, on behalf of 
her sons, proposed to him the direct petition which has been stated. 

And what was our Lord's reply P — it is couched in the most un- 
qualified terms. He mokes no allusion to any supposed distinction 
of natures subsisting in himself, nor to any distinction of the powers 
and prerogatives appertaining to them respectively. He does not 
intimate, that he wants the desire to oblige them by gratifying their 
wish ; he declares — he most expressly declares, that he wants the 
power to do as they l^esought him. He declares this, without quali- 
fication or restriction : '' To sit on my right hand and on my left, it 
NOT MINE to g^rant /" And he points to another person as alone able 
to fulfil their request, by intimating, that the dignity which they 
sought must be reserved for "those for whom it was prepared of his 
Father." — And, I would ask, are we to suppose that our Lord, 
though thus speaking oi himself, medAi only d pari of himself? When 
he said, " The favour sought is not mine to grant," must not the sons 
of Zebedee have understood him as speaking in his whole and entire 
charaeterf And would he be so disingenuous, as to affirm concern- 
lag the whole of his character, that which could onlyl>e affirmed, 
with truth, of a petty and insignifioant fragment oi his nature P Yet 
strange as it may appear, notwithstanding this explicit disavowal on 
the part of our Saviour, Trinitarians persist in maintaining, that be 
liad at that very moment full power to grant to these petitioners tiheir 
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request I And had our Saviour repeated his disclaimer ever sofre^ 
quently, and ever so earneetly, they would not have hesitated to 
affirm, that the matter sought was perfectly within the compass of 
bis prerogative. Now, I beg to ask, is not this imputing to our Lord, 
the hypocritical practice of mental reservation ? Is it not represent- 
ing him as meanly eluding the application of his followers, by as- 
suring them that he was not competent to do what he could have 
done in one instant by a single word ? 

I shall endeavour to make my meaning more clear by a parallel 
case : — ^A Right Reverend Father in God is solicited to nominate to 
a vacant benefice some clergyman, who is supposed to have claims on 
his consideration. In reply to the application, his Lordship declares, 
''The living in question is not in my gift : it must be bestowed on 
the person who may be appointed by the Lord Primate, whose suf. 
fragan I am.'' It afterwards appears, however, that his Lordship 
could have disposed of the living exactly as it might have pleased 
him. We will suppose him taxed with want of candour ; and what 
is his defence ? — '' Oh ! certainly, I had full power to present to the 
'benefice, in my capacity as Bishop of the Diocese; but I had no such 
authority in my other capacity, asiJ.B. Doctor in Divinity P' Now» 
I put it to any man of tionourable feeling, whether this would be 
deemed a proper vindication of his Lordship's character for sincerity 
and veracity. Would it satisfy the applicants that they had been 
fairly dealt with P Would not the disappointed party consider the 
defence put forth, as an insult superadded to the original deception,!^ 
Yet precisely similar to this is the conduct of which the Orthodox^ 
as they are called, make no scruple of ascribing to our blessed Lord> 
in the case which we have been considering. Whether such conduct 
is worthy of the immaculate Jesus, let any sincere Christian— let any 
honest man, lay his hand upon his bosom, and say. I ask^ again, for 
Mr. Bagot's intelrpretation of the passage ! 

I had intended to comment on several other passages in our 
Lord's life and conversation, with reference to the doctrine of two 
natures ; but I perceive I have not time. However, I would briefly 
advert to a few of the absurdities which would follow from this mode 
of interpreting Scripture. According to this principle of interpreta- 
tion,any of the ancient prophets might have declared himself totally 
ignorant of the very subjects on which he had been supernaturally 
inspired,, and of the very facts which he had been expressly eommis-. 
sioned to reveal ; and if called for an explanation, he might have 
replied, with perfect safety, that, as a mere man, they did not come 
within the compass of his knowledge, although, as a prophet, he was 
acquainted with them. Our Lord himself might have truly affirmed, 
on one occasion, what he might, with equal truth, have denied upon 
another. He might this moment have declared, that he was in- 
formed respecting his approaching death ; and the next, he might 
have protested that he was perfectly ignorant of all that was to befal 
him. He might, when conversing with his disciples in private, have 
confessed that he was altogether uninstructed in the councils of 
heaven, and, ^^e sublime truths of religion ; while to the Jews in 
general, he announced himself as a teacher sent from God, and abl# 



173 

to declare unto them the designs of the Most High« He might hs¥e 
declared to some persons, the very day and hour of his future coming, 
while he owned to others that he was entirely ignorant of the matter. 
In fact, were it ever so often, and ever so expressly declared in 
Scripture, that Christ is not God equal with the Father, Mr. Bagot 
and his fellow Trinitarians would not be at all staggered in their 
l^elief. They would instantly reply, that the declaration was made 
respecting the human nature only ! And, finally, the Evangelists, 
on this principle, would have been justified in declaring that our 
Lord never was born — that he never mffered on the cross — that he 
never rose again, or ascended up to heaven ! All these facts they 
might have contradicted expressly, and afterwards have sheltered 
themselves under the evasive plea, that none of them (though^true 
of his human nature) could be affirmed of him as God. Can that 
be a just principle of interpretation from which consequences so 
frightful necessarily flow P ' 



Mb. bagot.— Mr. Porter has again informed vou that I "pa- 
rotted" over my texts — I beg, therefore, again, to inform him, that if 
he wishes for a list of the passages I have produced in this discus, 
sion, he shall have them ; on condition, that he will meet me here 
from day to day, and from week to week, under the same rules and 
regulations as we have been hitherto guided by, and continue the con- 
troversy until the whole subject shall be fully discussed. For, in fact, I 
liave a vast deal more matter upon the question, that would occupy 
me even a month to produce. 

Mr. PORTER.— I can do without Mr. Bagot's texts; but I am 
quite willing to meet him here from day to day to carry on the de* 
bate, if every person present, who heard the previous part of the 
discussion, will pledge himself to attend regularly to hear it, until the 
close. 

Mr. BAGOT.^Let it then be put to the vote. If the auditory 
consent, I consent. 

Mr. PORTER.— .a vote will not give me the pledge which I 
have demanded. I do not want to know the wish of the majoritiiot 
the persons present, but to receive an assurance from every indivi- 
dual here, that he will attend with us in this place, frora day to iky, 
tmd from week to week, till the whole subject be exhausted, in order that 
the same identical auditory may be witnesses to the entire discussion 
throughout, I am perfectly reaay, however, to finish the contr<)veifsy 
through the channel of the press. Let Mr. Bagot publish his a^i- 
tional matter as a pamphlet, and I shall reply to it in the same waiy. 

Mr. bagot.— This is the same proposal which I have already 
rejected. 

Ma. PORTER.— By no means. iVfy first proposal which yon 
rejected, ;ivas the publication of a series of essays and replies in the 
Bible Christian; and what [ now propose, is the issuing of a series 
of controversial pamphlets in a separate form. 
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Mr. BAGrOT.^-That is a noiatter quite of a distinct nature from 
nay present proposal, and does not give a direct repljr to it. 

Mr. PORTER— I plainly avow that I mean to reject Mr. Ba- 
got's proposal to continue the oral discussion; and I am surprised; 
that any one who heard the condition which I stated^ should for one 
moment imagine, that 1 had the slightest intention of agreeing with 
it. I thought it, from the first, absurd and impracticable ; and I simply 
meant, by my conditional acceptance, to put its absurdity and im. 
practibility in a clear light ; — for I knew, ,and could not but know, 
that it was perfectly vain to expect every member of an auditory 
such as this, to give a pledge of attendance here from day to day, and 
from week to week.* I now, therefore, tell Mr. Bagot, that I will not 
accept this proposal. 

Mr. BAGOT here said — "According to the regulations, I was 
not to address you until half an hour after Mr. Porter's last address; 
but, for my part, I do not feel it necessary to cause any delay." — Upon 
which, Mr. Dobbs, one of the Chairmen, referred to the printe4 
rules, which stated the arrangement of an interval qf half an hour 
before the closing address should commence, and said, he thought 
it would be better for general convenience, that Mr. Bagot should 
delay for at least ten minutes. And that he felt it necessary to. make 
this announcement, lest any person should leave the house, (which 
was, at that moment, excessively thronged,) under the impression 
that Mr. Bagot would not commence for half an hour. After a few 
minutes — 
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Mr. bagot rose and said — I argued, this morning, that every 
objection advanced by Mr. Porter against my Scripture proofs in 
support of worshipping the Son, were equally valid and conclusive 
objections against those passages which he might advance in sup- 

Eort of worshipping the Fatlier; and I thereby retorted iipon him 
is own principles of reasoning. He has since reminded you, how. 
ev«r, in his last address, that the converse of this proposition is 
equally true; and that every objection advanced against offering 
worship to the Father, is an equally valid objection against offering 
worship to the Son : so that the principle of reasoning which Mr. 
Porter has embodied in this remark may be compared to the flaming 
fiword placed at the ientrance of the garden of Eden, which iumed 
every way to protect the avenues to the tree of life ! But let him 
maik the consequence of thus retorting this principle; for the reply, 
if worth any thing, tends to prove that neither Father nor Son are 
God — and| in fact, that there is no Deity revealed tons in the Bible 
Bt'alll 

Mr. Porter has said a good deal, in his last speech, against the 
doctrine of two natures in the mediatorial person of Christ; and, in 
the course of illustrating his remarks upon this subject, he brought 
before your notice the Athanasian Creed. Now I beg to say, that 
I didnot come here to defend creeds, but to maintain and support 
by arguments the statement of my opinions, which is contained in 
my two propositions. But as Mr. Porter yesterday alluded to the 
doc^ine of Transubstantiatioh, imagining that I would be foolish 
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enough to divide my own party against myself by entering npon 
Bocli an irrelevant discnstion ; so, to-day, I suppose, he has advanced 
the Athanasian Creed, with the hope that I might so far implicate 
myself in a discussion on its contents, as to divide the Orthodox Pro- 
testants against me. I must, however, make a remark or two upon 
this creed. Mr. Porter has informed you that 1 read it to my con- 
gregation at least thirteen times in the year. I answer, that I have 
the advantage of him in that respect ; for how does he know whether 
I read it or not ? — whereas I know, by sensible evidence, — ^for I my- 
self have heard him this day, — that he has read it once in his own 
Meeting-house. He said much about the meaning of the word 
Person, and argued that it always denotes a distinct being. I ad- 
mit, that it does when used in reference to men ; but we should exer. 
cise great caution when we speak of the nature of Deity, by the use of 
this and other terms which are borrowed from the ordinary vocabu- 
lary of men. Let us be cautious not to strain analogies too far. If 
God, in compliance with the infirmities of our weak and finite un- 
derstandings, has condescended to borrow words from the nomen- 
clature of his creatures, we should be cautious lest, by stretching 
their import beyond what we are fully able to determine, we may 
seem to encroach upon his kindness, and thus to sin, that grace may 
abound. I admit that the word person, when used in reference to 
men, denotes a distinct intellectual agent ; but I cannot exactly de- 
fine its signification, when used in reference to the Godhead. I 
observe in Scripture, a revelation of three persons, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost, who together constitute One God. Be- 
tween these three, there is, I believe, a certain distinction ; and I 
employ the word ** person," not in its strictly proper sense, as applied 
to men, but in a peculiar sense, to denote that distinction. Let that 
distinction be what it may, I find it in the Bible; and I therefore be^ 
lieve it, though I do not profess to explain its nature. 

Mr. Porter argued, that the statements of the^ Athanasian Creed 
imply this absurdity. That Christ is eternal and not eternal, omnipo^ 
tent and not omnipotent, omniscient and not omniscient, at the same 
time, and in the same respect I answer, that he would have found 
the explanation of all this in the Creed itself, had he attended tonthe 
following clauses, which say, that Christ is " Perfect God and pei^febt 
man*-«0«a/ to the Father as touching his Godhead, and infefior to 
the Father as touching his manhood — who, although he be God and 
man, yet he is not two, but one Christ — one, not by conversion of 
the Godhead into flesh, but by taking the manhood into God— one 
altc^ether, not by confuwm of substance, but by unity of person.^ 
Christ is eternal, omnipotent, and omniscient, as to his Deity, hui 
not as to his humanity. This is a doctrine which I find clearly. re- 
vealed in Scripture ; and it was upon the principle which this 6(h>- 
trine involves tnat I answered Mr. Porter's objection from Mark 
xiii. 32, in which it is said, that Christ did not know the day orhoar 
of judgment, by showing that though he knew all things in his divine 
nature, yet, as to his human nature there were some things of which 
this was one, which he did not know. If Mr. Porter wtohes to es- 
tablish his argument, let him prove that Christ's ^wnoii knowledge 
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necessarily ioeloded in it all his divine knowledge, and then 1 will 
confess that there is an unanswerable difficulty in Mark xiii. 32 ; 
but as long as it is true, that though the greater includes tbi less, 
yet the less never can include the greater, I am justified in saying, 
that Christ knows^ as to his divine nature, many things which he 
does not know in his human nature ; although it would be absurd 
to convert this proposition, and to say that he knows, as man, all 
things which he knows as God. 

As to Mr. Porter's remarks upon I Tim. iii. 16, " God was mani- 
fest in the flesh,'' &c. I have said enough about that text already. 
And I shall merely remark here, that the fact of Griesbach's having 
inserted 0sos in his first edition, and of his having omitted it in his 
second, proves that he had a Socinian tendency. 

I now proceed to Mr. Porter's remarks upon Rom. ix. ^, " Whose 
are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, 
who is over all, God blessed for ever." The original of this passage 
is as follows : 

tby^rirhg ug roxii ouuvag. 'A^^v. 

Mr. Porter proposed to place a stop after e^/ cravro^v, and to read the 
latter clause as a doxology, so as to translate it thus : 

• *' Whose are the fathers, and of whom as concerning the flesh Christ came, who is 
over all. God be blessed for ever. Amen. 

This, however, was an alteratioa proposed by Erasmus, and adopted 
by Locke, from whom Mr. Porter has borrowed it. There are two 
principles connected with this criticism, which require to be examined. 
Isti The proposed change in the puuctuation. 2d, The rendering 
the latter clause as a doxology. 

1. It is a question amongst biblical critics, whether the punctua* 
tion of Scripture should be regarded as a question- of r^acfm^ or con- 
struetion ; as no system of punctuation, such as appears in modern 
M.SS, was used by the Apostles in their autographs. Notwithstanding 
this> however, the qpestion may very fairly be regarded as one oif 
reading ; and if so, all antiquity — whether we refer to M.SS, versions, 
fathers, heretics — decides in favour of the commonly-received punc^ 
tuation, with the solitary exceptipn of one manuscript mentioned by 
Griesbach, (No. 47,) which places a stop— not after 6T/ ^ravrwy, but 
after (ta^xa. 

But if we regard the proposed punctuation as a question of 
construction, I argue that it is inadmissible, on account of the dis- 
memberment which it would cause in the phrase, 6 uv iiei leavrm Bihg \ 
for Q>ihg coming without the article immediately after 6 a)v hri icavrm^ 
must be construed in apposition with it. 

In addition to these reasons, 1 argue for the commonly-received 
punctuation, from the nature of the Apostle's style in this passage, 
which consists of a climax and an antithesis, Karcb ed^ ''as con- 
cerning the flesh," is evidently one part of an antithesis, requiring a 
corresponding and contrasted member in the succeeding sentence, 
t For the words ''as concerning the flesh,'^ naturally suggest to the 
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mind the inquiry, " What was he in other xe%p9ci%? ** which ought to 
be answered in the following clause. 

For these reasons I reject the alteration in the ponetaation, which 
Mr. Porter has proposed^ 

2. I object to reading the last clause of this verse as a doxology, 
because the construction of the passage would not admit of it. The 
participle av would be superfluous, and the words, o i'm fjeom-m 0£o$y 
would have been sufficient. Also, guXoyjjroj should be placed before 
®iog\ as is the case in other similar doxologies in Luke i. 68 ; 2 Cor. 
i. 3 ; £PH. i. 3 ; 1 Pet. i. 3 ; and in about forty instances in the 
Septuagint. There is only one case usually advanced as an excep- 
tion to this form, which occurs in Ps. Ixvii. 19, of the Septaagint : 
K{f^tog 6 Qshg suXoyvirhg' iuXoyvirog Kv^tog rj/m^av xa^ fjfit^av. But the 
former clause of this verse, which is the part concerned, is of doubtful 
authority, as there is nothing corresponding to it in the Hebrew ; and 
it may be as well translated thus : " The Lord God is blessed^" 

If Gen. xxvii. 29, " Cursed be every one that curseth thee, and 
blessed be he that blesseth thee," should be adduced as an excep- 
tion to this rule, I answer that it may as well be rendered thus .: 
" Cursed is every one that curseth thee, and blessed w every one that 
blesdeth thee" 

I conclude that if the natural and established order of the words in 
such doxologies requires that evXoynrog should be placed before 08og, 
no writer who wished to be understood would reverse that order. 

I also argue, that a doxology in this passage would have inter- 
rupted the Apostle's discourse, by a long and improbable exclama- 
tion. And I also remark, that when he was in a "state of sorrow, 
and heaviness/' on account of his kinsmen's rejection of Christ, as 
stated in ver. 2 and 3, a doxology would have been very unsuitable 
and uunatural. A prayer was more congenial with his feelinga at 
the time, and accordingly we find him commencing the next chapter 
thus : *^My heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they 
may be saved." 

. I also arg^ue, that the verb £<fTu should be added to the text, on 
the supposition of this passage being a doxology. 

And why, I ask, should the Apostle have stopped so suddenly in 
the middle of a description of one person, to address a doxology to 
another, especially when the words xara (Tagxa, in the former part of 
that description, require a response to follow ? 

For these reasons I reject the proposal of Mr. Porter, — to read 
this passage as a doxology. 

I therefore regard it as a description of the higher nature of 
Christ, that nature which is here mentioned in contrast with his being 
of Jewish extraction, " according to the flesh." And I would beg 
you to remark, that this^^plifeage ascribes to the Saviour /our titles 
designating Deity. He is " over all," or Lord. of the uni versa He 
is " God," a title which is not used in any figurative or subordinate 
sense here, as is evident from the strong expressions which are asso- 
ciated with it. He is " blessed," euXoynrogy not evXt/yiyMvog. Andi I 
would here request you to remark, that sulkoyrirog occurs only fodr 
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tittMfii fn me N«w Te^eaitietit, (m MilRft idv. el ; R6tf . i. 25 ; 2 Odk. 
xl. 31^ aiHl in thid passage;) aiid is so {^eeiiliar a title of the true 
G€fd, that it id saffident &f itself to pai^tlcaladz^ (be Supreme Je- 
iMvkh, 1^ Is evident froih the question of the Hl^h PHest td our 
S^vioar M Mark xiv. 61, "An tb6ti the Christ, the Son of th^ 
Ble^!^ ?^' ^>Aynpbmg, on the othefr hand, is applied to creatures, aft 
in ti^lcfi i. 42, where it is applied to th6 Virgin Mary: ''Blessed art 
Hkcfist among woiden/' We have, lastly, the attribute of Eternity 
a»tfl*lly«d to Christ in thid passage : he is " over all, God blessed for 
^VeiTi Amen.*' 

fe order to obviate the force of my argument for the Deity of 
ChHst, derived ffom COL. ii. 9, " In him dwelletb aH the fulness of 
the Oodhead bodily," Mr. Porter referred to Efh. iii. 19, in wbich 
thte Apoifde prays that Ihe Epheslan church flight be " filled with all 
HS€» fulnesd 6f God ;" and he told me, that I might as well argue for 
the proper Deity of all the nsienibers of that church, in consequence 
of tW passage. Let me examine the comparison here instituted. 
The passage in Col. ii. 9, is an asserHon in the following form in the 
<k4gklal : Sr/ h a&njS xowo/xg?' *&» rh ^Xri^fMX, T9ig ^tcitrfl'og (ftafKtrtxw^ ; in 
whicfc theApo^Ie employs' five most emphatic and expressive terms, 
tt> d«no^ the Deity of Christ: " In him dwelleih all the fulntss oi 
the Gdfffiead hadUp/' But the passage in Eph. iii'. 19; which Mr* 
Porter considers as parallel to this/isap'a^^r, andof avastlydrflTerent 
nature. He dc^s not pray that aH tne men^bers of the Epheslan 
cbtf reh^ might be filled " wiih all the fulness of the Godh^iad bodily,** 
b«f that they might be filted •< onto" or "towards all the fulness of 
God ;** for theGreek i^, ha vi^fi^S^H tk fl^ftv th vy^^capM rw <&iJC?i And 
vMlo ^oidd suppose 4hati the latter passage bearis the slightest res^ih- 
blance to the passage in :^6l ii. 9 P The Aposde had ho iMehtion 
of representing it as even possible, that the Ephesian Christians could 
b^ filled witti all the fulhess of thie Godhead ! Hemerely holds forth 
tie mysuHied amplitude of Jehovah's- mor'al glory as the stai^ard 
Hmnmia whii^ believers were tb endeavour, as it Were, te approxi- 
mate ; c^n the' dame principle upon Which the Saviour says to hia 
disciples, *^Be ye* p«*fect, as your Father in heaven is perfect"! But 
he Ml> well knew, that^ even in the remotest ages of eternity, th^ infi- 
srife distaiice betw^eit the creature and the Creator will be definitiely 
preiierved ; atld that the holiiiesis of the saihtb. even in their highest 
state of exaltation^ though perfect ia its kind, will still continue to 
tJifi^but a shadow of the moral glory of God ! 

'llRyr;^i!(»lter has again adverted to oar Saviiou^s^ ^nsWer to tile 
request oftbe^ niother of Zebedee'schildrai, contained iHt MatT. xx. 
Sai: I •* T^SH on my right haind aiid on toy left, is not itilne to ^ve;= 
but it shall be giveii t(* fhem for whom' it' has been prepat^d of my 
Eatfe'^r;"— and he argued; in r^ply to mr remarks upon this p^iiB^, 
that^ the in^her of Zebede^^s children ditf ndt make so^h dlfiitin<^%ORS 
as to the two conditions of Christ which I did, but addressed hini'iti' 
reference to his whole perstan. I beg to ask bim, Wh((t halve the 
views of this woman to do withthe question ? In all probability, she 
was a Socinian like Nicodectlus, or an Arian like -Martha. Mlf« 
Pofteir says, ^' It is qnlte plain that etnist bad not the power, m any 
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is0M^ to bestow the solicited honour/' But I cballenge him ta prove 
ibis assertion. It is strange, that he who elsewhere claims the pre- 
rogative of acting by an unlimited power, as in his reply to the leper, 
" I will, be thou clean/' and his declaration to his disciples, " If ye 
shall ask any thing in my name, I will do t7,"--8hould, in this in- 
stance, disclaim that power, by an absolute and unqualified declara- 
tion. Mr. Porter has asserted, that the mode of explanation whicji 
I have applied to this passage involves a charge of equivocation 
against the Saviour; and he eiideavoured to illustrate his meaning, 
by a reference to a Bishop giving away a good living. Now> as to 
this illustration, all I shall say is, that I wish he would make it good 
in my case ! but as to the logical principle involved in it, I mutt 
maintain, that my explanation of the text does not imply the slight- 
est charge of equivocation i^ainst the Saviour. For, 1 request you 
to attend to the phraseology which Christ adopts. He uses the pre^ 
sent tense : " To sit on my right hand and on my left, is not mine to 
give.'' He does not say, " To sit on my right hand and on my left, 
will not be mine to give." And the reason of his speaking in the 
present tense, is obviously this : Because, at the time when he spoke 
these words, he was in a state of humiliation ; he had emptied him* 
self of his pre.existent glory ; and he could not, consistently with 
these circumstances, have asserted his right to dispose of the hon- 
ours, and dignities of his kingdom, until after he nad crushed the 
serpent's head, and had overcome the powers and principalities: of 
darkness. And all this is declared in Rev. iii. 21, where he expressly 
asserts the very prerogative which Mr. Porter thinks that he denies 
in Matt. xx. 23 :. '' To him that overcometh, will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down wUh n^y 
Father in his throne." 

I HATE NOW DISPOSED OF ALL THE OBJECTIONS WfMCH MR*. 

Porter has advanced against the Deity of Christ; and! 
wish, in concluding the argumentative part of this discussion, as far 
ai^ I am concerned, to propose a plain and simple question to this 
audience, which contains in it a strong negative argument, not merely 
for the Deity of Christ, but in support of the doctrine of the Trinity. 
And I shall propose this question, with the view of submitting it to 
the conscience and candid investigation of every person who denies 
the Deity of Christ and of the Holy Spirit. The question is as fol- 
lows : 

.How do you account for this fact — that, in every description pre- 
sented to our minds, from the beginning of Genesis to the end of 
the Revelation, of what is passing in the invisible heavens, T9B 
Son and thd Holt Ghost arc never once represented as 
OFFARiNe Worship, or doing Homage, on their own account, 

AND in their highest CHARACTER AND CONDITION, TO ANY SUPE- 
RIOR Being? 

I call upon those who deny the Deity of the Son and of the Holy 
Ghost to account for that astounding circumstance. And let them 
recollect, that angels, as well as men, are represented as worshipping 
Jehovah— that the Psalmist repeated)^ calls upon every order a^ 
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cla£u^ilcati<m tsi i^reated iBlelligences, by a dtetinct and expr^^ed 
reference, to worship God ; and, as if the animated creation did nol 
afford objects enough upon whom to call, he addresses the sun and 
moon« the rocks and trees, and mountains and hills, and challenges 
them to join in the universal anthem of nature, to celebrate the ma- 
jesty and glory of that Great Being from whom all their brightness 
and their beauty was derived! And yet the Son and the Holy 
Ghost are never so appealed to ; and yet how much would it have 
tended to magnify and exalt the glbry of Jehovah, that he should 
have been described, not merely as receiving the homage of all the 
armies of heaven, and all the inhabitants of the earth, but as being 
the object of the adoration of two such exalted beings ! Let Mr. 
Porter produce an instance of the Son or the Holy Ghost offering 
worship in heaven on their own account, and in their abstract con- 
dition, to any superior being, and the controversy on the subject of 
the Trinity will be decided in his favour ! He may perhaps tell me, 
that Christ intercedes for his people at the right hand of the Father. 
I answer, however, that this is not a case in point The Saviour in- 
tercedes, in his official capacity as Mediator, on account of those for 
whom he has achieved the work of redemption, and he does not re- 
auire for himself those blessings for which he intercedes. There i8| 
therefore, no such instance in Scripture of the Son and Holy Ghost 
offering homage to another being, as would prove their inferiority ; 
and I maintain that this can only be accounted for on the principle 
of their not being creatures, and because they, with the Father, are 
the ONE true and everlasting God. 

I SOiLL NOW DRAW THE GENERAL CONCLUSION FROM THE ENTIRE^ 
TRAIN OF REASONING WHICH I HAVE ADVANCED THROUGHOITr THIS 

DISCUSSION. I came here to argue for the true Deity of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as the Word ; and I trust I have been enabled, by 
the grace of God, to do so in a satisfactory manner. I now layr 
down this principle, in order to illustrate the force of the reasonings 
I have advanced,— THAT no man can dent the Deity of the Son, 

WITHOUT AT the SAME TIME DENTING THE DeTTY OF THE FATHER. 

This principle will appear evident from the following comparison of 
texts, from which, as a specimen, it will be seen that the Scriptural 
proofs for the Deity of the Son are as clear and convincing as those 
for the Deity of the Father, «{«.— 
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Proofk qfthe Deity of the Father. 



Abba, Father, aU thingit are possible 
unto thee. — Mark xiv. 36. 

Father, forgive them ; for they know 
not what they do.— Luxe xxiii. 94. 

Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit— LuKB tsdu. 46. 

The true worshippers shall toorehip 
the Father.--JoHN iv. 21. 

My Father worketh hitherto.— John 
v. 17. 



Proofs of the Deity qf the Son, 

He is aUe even to subdue all things, 
unto himself. — Phil. iii. 21. 

Lord, lay not this sin to their charge. 
— ^AcTS vii. 60. 

Lord Jesus, receive my spirit^— Acts 
vii, 69. 

Let all the togels of God worship 
him* — Heb. i. 6. 

And I work. — ^John v. 17. 
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Pro0ofikeIkiii^iifiheFailler, 

What things soever ^e Father doeth. 
•^Jo^i^ V. 19. 

As the Father rttiseth up the dead, 
and quicheneth them. — John v. 21. 

ETen as they honour the Father.— 

JfOHN V. 23. 

As the Father knowHh me. — John 
X. 15. 



PHq/b ^ the Dtk9 ^ iU SlMt. 

Tbf 9sm^ <lo^ tt^c Sun likewise. -f- 
John V. 19. 

Even so the Son qukkeneth whom he 
will. — John v. 21. 

That an men should honour the Son. 
—John v. 29. 

Even 80 hnofif 1 the Father.— John 
». 15w 
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Now, let these two cUsses of texts be considered iu juxtaiiosition; 
let the declarations in ope be C9mpared attentively with the decla* 
rations in the other. Tou have one class of passages which ascribe 
the attributes of Deity to the Father; and you have» on the othef 
band, a similar class of texts which ascribe the very same attribute^ 
to the Son :— I argue, then, that any principle of reasoning which 
Mr. Porter may adopt in order to overthrow the doctrine of the tru^ 
Deity of Christ which I derive from the latter, will virtually and 
necessarily act as s^ lever to upset the doctrine of the Irue Deity of 
the Father, which Mr. Porter derives from the former. So that he 
must either involve himself in the responsibility of arguing upoi) 
principles which would represent the Bible as a system of Atbeismi 
in which no Deity is revealed at all ; or he must agree with me io^ 
f eceiviDg s^ scriptural, the doctrine which I now state as my general 
cpnclusion from this entire discussion,— that the JjORD Jesus Uhrisi; 

POSSESSES, AS THE WoRD, THE SAME ETERNITY, KNOWLEDOi^ P^^'^9 
AUTHORITY, PREROGATITES, AND GODHEAD WITH THE FATHER, AND 
IS ONA WITP aiM IN AI«I« ATTRIBUTES. ■ w 
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I ^all now- emjiloy the remainder of thy time in taking ax!(rftiirta^ 
of the peculiar privilege wbidi the Lord has conferred tiponme-^of 
mising my voice within these walls, to proclaim those glorious state;, 
ments of his Gospel which are intimately connected with the dodtrine* 
of the Sttviour's Deity ; and on account of which, I consider that sob^ 
j^t ta be supremely important, and have embraced the present op- 
portunity of defending it by argument. If it could be proved to ttxCy 
that the doctrine of the true Deity of Christ were nothing more than; 
a piece of intellectual hiformation, invented In order to gliire orasto-^ 
nish the thinking powers of man ;r^if it could be proved, that it were' 
a mere abstract theory, divested of every practical influence; — then I 
should atonee renounce ia»d discard it, be^atree lafnin^n^ediii Scrip- 
ture, that Christianity is a system of moral motives, and that every 
constituent dodtrfne of Christianity is ^'according to godKnesd/'^ ' L 
argue, then, for the Deity of Christ, because it is the primary and' 
most essential principle of thp.Gpspef; becau££ itis the iijiicIeiU — ihe, 
vital|ty-r-the essence— the axiom-i-the very originating principle of 
the religion of Jesus Christ ! ^h^ doctrine of the: SavioWs' Of^^-^ 
is, a9 it ^^% the keyr^tone,^^ which, by it^ ijB^e^rted piesstirfi, binr^s 
and consolidates iAtooxie compact] body, the whole, aycitem of dMB^ 
truth ! The sen^a^fi^tf > ^hicjfci. men entertain 'msm^viw^ to ther per- 
sonal dignity of Christ, constitute; a test and index of their genm^ 
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««!se4f ^^ «re> as it were^a^CKtof moral t^aroi&^r/by ^icfa w^ 
(pai^Jlieasure the eleTation or depresjSAOii pf tb^U iO|>ifiioi]i8 uponlhe 
Qiheac dqcitinen of the Gpspel, Those> for i|istftiifie, whd beliei^ei that 
Christ was nothing more tbaBamaii, must rely ^sclu&ivel]^ mpoa 
their own performances for juatificatioiiipardoDraBd peace^ m tmi^ 
fuad for glory and ^verlastiogf happiness in eternity; and as tberf 
superadd to this belief an opinion that the Holy Ghost is! nothing 
m<Kre than an attribute* they must believe* that they oan atteiin to 
t^at holiness without which no man shall see the Lord* by their own 
endeavours to sanctify and purify tbemseltes* independetttly.of that 
process which the Bible reveals as exdusively of the , opetetioiiei of 
the Spirit of God. And— if we ascend somewhat higber-^tJke mi^ 
wh^ belie\nes that Christ was an angel or a superangelic being* may 
perhaps profits to atail himself to a certain extent of kia s^rvicesi 
and* % adding the merit of Christ td bis own gOod works* mi^ thereby 
imagine* that he is resting his pl^a upon a sur^ foundation.. BfHthe 
ScriptiHTQ recognises no such basis of justification: a rtghteouMieai 
composed of such heterog^eous qualities can nei^r stand the test of 
the scrutinizing eye of the Abiijighty ! Thef mad il^bd does; not be^' 
j^ieve in the trqe Deify of Christ* can never eAtertain an adequate otf 
correct opinion in reference to the other doctrines el the Gosfiel^ 
he can hiiv« no proper id^a'of. that sjstem of salvadon ^kich cab 
justify the sinner here, and glorify the believer hereafter. If Christ 
be not God* of what avail is his work P If Christ werently- aoresu 
tiire^ every work be aebi^ved* every action he performed* was ikeees^ 
Clary to^ fulfil those infinite obligations under which he lay*.in eoitnnoa 
ivitb ^1 created beings* to serve* to honour* and to obey his Creator; 
If ChitisI were only a creature* commissioned to perform the merei 
work of a prophet or a mesaeng^lV inig^ht not some inferior being 
hav^ been sdliected from a Idwer class of created existeiicesv whor 
would han^ distbarged the office as well? and mi^t not the *'0Blfj 
begotten; Son of God'' have been exempted f^m a oommissioii 
attended with so much su^ertng and^disgi^^^P And how could the 
Holy Spint sanctify* untess' heia divine P He could have no com^ 
mand oii^Qr the senltinlents'or feelings of men-^no poweif to control^ 
tbeii^ ^Hl-fHQ faculty of nniversid and perpetual presence^ by Tirtuec 
of; which' Im could dwell in eVery member of the church; atid carry^ 
on^Ae work of sflittctifioaticm in fiv^ffi^ believer's souL 

Bnl more awful ecmsequenc«S|* 8ti&, aie attendant upon a denial^ 
of ihe|JDeity of Christ ^ it neutralizes and destroys the u^ntieeha. 
raeter of the Father's love. ObsbrtB the strong and empbatic 
terms in wbicfa the Bible speaks of the love of God: *' God so loved' 
the wodd* that he gave his only-begotten Son* that whosoevt^rbc(-« 
lievetfa in himi might not^ perish* but have e^rnal life;^'-^^'He thati 
spofvcf not his own Son, biit freely gave hifn up for us all* how shall/ 
behbl with: him dso freely give us all things*^'— "In iAiVwns mani- 
fested! the love of God toward! us( beeauae tiiat God sent his oillyi? 
begotten: Son into the worlds that we mights live throng^ him;?'' 
'< Herein; iaiove^.'-^as if there were lovle in nothingi else^'-^' not tfaalt' 
we loved' Godv bat that he.lovedius^ and sent his Somto be the pro- 
pitiation foroar ains." Here the love of Qod is estimatedaodtvalaoiL' 
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by the dienity of his Son ; but if Christ were merely a creatuti, 
what would beccwae of the iniinite character of the Father^s lovef 
Could not that same physical omnipotence of the Eternal, wbich> 
upon Mr. Porter's principles, commanded the Lord Jesus Christ into 
existence, have created millions of similarly exalted bein^ to supply 
the place of that one which God had surrendered as an atonenDent 
for sin ? Surely, the doctrine which represents the Saviour as 
merely a creature, deriving^ his^ existence and attributes at an im- 
measurable distance from his Creator, altogether annihilates the love 
of the Father to the world ! 

But observe the influence which the denial of the Saviour^s 
Deity has in reference to the love of Christ himself. The Scrips 
tures are replete with animated representations of the length and 
breadth and height and depth of the love of Christ, which passeth 
all understanding ! If Christ, however, were nothing more than a 
created being, what becomes of the infinite condescension of bis 
love — the extreme disinterestedness of that philanthrophy wbich no 
human or angelic intellect can scan P Let me refer you to that de- 
toription to which Mr. Porter has alluded, of the mediatorial exalta^ 
tion of the Redeemer, which you will find in Phil* ii. 9 to 11 : 
"Wherefore (in consequence of his previous condescension) God 
also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which is above 
every name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 
and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of 6od the Father.'' Now, let me appeal to your ctmdid^ 
and impartial judgments, where could have been the dinnierestedness 
hkeL created being, no matter how exalted, submitting to Undergo 
the temporary humiliation which the Saviour underwent— enduring a 
few short hours of suffering, no matter bow intense, with this glorioua 
prospect before his view, that, when the period of his debasement 
nad expired, he should be raised to a transcendent elevation at the 
right hand of God — ^promoted, as it were, into a state of competition' 
with the majesty, the power, and prerogatives of the Eternal — ap- 
pointed to the office of Universal Judge ; and should, in fact, be 
represented as superseding his Creator in the execution of those 
works which none but Deity could achieve ? If Christ were a crea- 
ture, his philanthropy was not disinterested — ^his love was dictated' 
by motives of personal ambition and of self-aggrandisement For I 
lay down this as an incontrovertible principle, that there mulit have- 
been, even in the highest mediatorial exaltation of Christ, something 
of condescension and humiliation, in order to preserve the disinterested 
character of his love to man. In undertaking the office of Mediator, 
his primary motive mu^t have been to release those sinful creatures 
who were lost in a state of moral dereliction and transgression, and 
for whom he interposed by that sublime act of philanthropy which 
the Gospel describes. He must have been actuated by a desire to 
promote their spiritual prosperity and happiness, both here and her^-^ 
after. But unless we admit that he was true God,— one with tfaa* 
Father, we cannot contemplate his mediatorial interference io dlis' 
point of view ; but we neutralize altogether the infinity of bis IcHmi^ 
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and represent the work which he has achieved as an act of selfish-^ 
ness, and not of henevolence! Alas! alas! how these systems 
which deny the true Deity of Christ — how they scorch and wither 
the sentiments of men in reference to the infinity of the love of Gk>d ! 
Methinks they are like as if Satan had kindled a torch in the lowest 
flames of hell, in order to hum and consume the love of the Father 
and the Son ; hut with which he has only succeeded in producing a 
lurid glare, that has dazzled the intellectual faculties of man, so as 
to prevent their discerning the light of the glory and love of Ood as 
it shines in the face of Jesus Christ ! 

But let me turn your attention to the sad effect which a deniaf 
of the Saviour's Deity has upon the prospects of man for eternity. 
It is a truth written, as with a sunbeam, upon every page of Scrip- 
ture, that man is by nature a fallen, a guilty, a condemned creature, 
obnoxious to the righteous judgment of God. We are told, that "the 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked'' — that 
" all' have sinned, and come short of the'glory of God :" Jehovah him- 
self is represented as looking down from heaven upon the children of 
men, to investigate their characters with that omniscient ken by 
which he explores the utmost boundaries of the illimitable universe, 
and pronouncing this solemn verdict — " There is none righteous ; no, 
noione:" and the Apostle Paul, when reminding the Ephesian Church 
of their past unregenerate condition, says that Ihey were " childr^i 
of wrath, even as others." If man, then, be in a guilty and con- 
demned state by nature, it is an awful and important question. Haw 
shall he obtain pardon and justi6cation with God, on account of his 
past transgressions? and how shall "his sinful and unholy nature be 
sanctified and prepared for admission into the realms of everlasting, 
glory P Can personal repentance, on the part of the sinner, obliterate 
the crime of which he has been guilty, so as to reinstate him into the 
condition of a sinless and unfallen being P Unquestionably not. For 
whatever act has been performed by God, or angels, or by man, must 
remain for ever written upon the pages of eternity, never to be erased ; 
and, therefore, no subsequent repentance on thesinner*s part,-— no tears 
of sorrow or contrition, can ever blot out bis past transgressions ; 
nor even could the united tears of angels erase the record of those 
offences for which man is brought in guilty before God ! Can, then, 
subsequent obedience achieve the work of the sinner's justification? 
This, alas! will prove as ineffectual as repentance; for though we 
should render to God a perfect obedience for the remainder of our 
lives, still the sin we have committed is sufficient to procure our con- 
viction and condemnation ; for the wages of sin is death ! Shall we, 
then, have recourse to the abstract mercy of God, as the foundation 
npon which to rest our hope of pardon P This is the Unitarian's 
plea: "I believe," he says, "that God is merciful; and I repose in 
his kindness, and trust he will have compassion upon me." Alas, 
my friends ! it was bad enough that Mr. Porter should have fester- 
day adopted the algebraic principle of neutralizing one text of Scrip- 
ture by another ; but to carry up this principle to a contemplaiion 
of the character of God, and to bring it into collision with the attri- 
htttes of Jehovah, and thus to set his mercy against his |usticer-^V!L\& 
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cdaapasslon against his trdth^-his gtaise af^ainst bis hditteMy ind 
thereby to neutralize and annibilatie one class of aitribates bjr 
another, is a guilt that is direful, blasphemous, and indescribable, 
^qual to the crime for which Satan was banished out of heaven into 
bell ! Methinks, if I could look back upon that important epoch in 
eternity when God, in the counciUchambers of beaveo, densed the 
atonement^-when the eternal Three sat down, as it were,, to xon^ 
stitute.and plan the scheme of redemption^ — the axiom they assumed, 
Ihe postulate they adopted, the principle they considered essentially 
necessary to be at all hazards maintained, was this: That God's 
juMioe must be satisfied, before he could become the justifier of the 
ungodly-^thal his holiness and truth must be Tiitidieated, by a satis- 
factory compensation, before his mercy could be dispensed to the 
fallen ^aobily of man ; and that the law must be vindicated, by the 
fulfilment. of its precepts, and the endurance of its penalties, hew 
fore the sinner could be freed from its condemnation, and justified 
freely by the grace of God. To meet these requirements, the Savionr 
became ineamate, and achieved a work, which constitutes a basis 'of 
lustifioation which meets the demands of God^and the necessities^ ol 
man.. He wrought out a perfect righteousness for his pe6pfe. Me 
was- wounded for our iransgressioQS, braised for ouri iniqnitier, ^he 
cbastisement by which our peace has been e&eted was laid on khm^ 
and by his stripes we are healedL This is the view which the Bible 
gives of the phtlandsropy oi the Saviour : " He is the end of thelaw 
for righleousiiess. to every (me that belie veth^' — ''He was; mode m 
curse for us. ;^^ and observe how he sustained that, curse :^-~8orrow' wss 
thie very essence of the curse^ as dencmnced against Adam ; so Christ 
was a man of sorrows. The loss of the, communion of Grbd waa 
another item in the curse against sin; and this the Savionr sustained 
when, in all the agonies of conscious derdiction,.he exclaimedv ''My 
Gody my God, why hast thou forsaken me?" Death was another por. 
lion of the curse; for the law has said, "The soul that srnneth it shaU 
surely die ;" and, as the sinner's substitute and representative, the 
Savidnr^qMUed the law and died upon the crossi that we might live 
through hiffl4 We can account for the sufferings and death of the 
Saviour upon no other principle. For how could we reconcile it. with 
the justice and mercy of a righteous God, that a sinless andiholy being 
should have undergone so muoh^wf^r/^fMnfrsuffering, if the work which; 
he'came to achieve were meiiely that of a messenger or prophet, which 
might have been discharged without such an awftd expense of agony 
asChrist endured P But we must admit.the atonementof this Savioun 
opon Scriptural grounds: for we iM^e told that "once in the end of the 
world hatn he appeared to put siway sin by the sa^rt^ce ofhimse^i'* 
that "He who knew no sin was made sin/'.or ashiwoffisring,"^ 
OS, that we might be made the righteousness of God, in him ;": and 
that" by one sacrifice he hath perfected for ever them that are sane- 
tified.'' And now let me show the necessary connexion which there 
is between the Deity of the Saviour, and his righteousness and 
atonement. We know that no created at Jinite being can pei^fofW 
more than what is hia duty to do; for, after all he may have done, 
he will still be only an unprofitable servant The very 
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foadianeptal principle of the work of Christ, consisting of his right- 
eousness and atonement, is this, that it is an act of iupererogatiam 
intended to be transferred to the account and benefit of others. But 
no created being could execute such a transferable work ; and if 
Christ were a creature, his righteousness was required for his own 
personal justification, and could not be communicated as the ground- 
work of acceptance to man. We must, then, admit his Deity, in 
order to give to the work which he achieved in his humanity a value 
corresponding with the infinite dimity of his character, and com- 
mensurate with the necessities of nie sinner. But what, on the other 
hand, is the natural effect of a denial of the Saviour's Deity ? It 
annihilates the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, and elevates seff 
,as a Saviour in his stead ! — for if Christ be not our Saviour, we must 
be resting on our own works for salvation. And now, my friends, I 
would desire affectionately and earnestly to bring home this impor- 
tant subject to the consciences of every individual in this vast as- 
sembly. I would wish to propose this question personally to my 
friend, Mr. Porter, and I would say to him, and to each of you— As 
you. are now in the presence of that God who will judge the quick 
and dead at his appearing and his kingdom, can you place your 
hands upon your hearts, and say, in the full assurance of that faith 
.which is the believer's privilege — " We give thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in light ; who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 
and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son ; in whom 
we have redemption through his blood, even the firaiveness o/sins'^P 
Attend, here, to the force of the word " have." 1 he privileges of 
the believer are as much in possession as in prospect Every one who 
is in Christ, not having his own righteousness, but his, has the for- 
giveness of sins as a present blessing, which he obtained by. grace* 
'when he was enabled to believe ; as the Apostle says to the Ephesian 
Church (chap. iv. 32), when he directs them " to be kind one to 
another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God, for 
Christ^ sake, hath forgiven them;" and the Apostle Peter describes 
the believer's privilege in language proportionably strong, where he 
says, (1 Pet. ii. 25) — ''Ye were as sheep, going astray, but are now 
returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls." I say, then, 
it is the believer's privilege to have, in consequence of the red^mp- 
tion that is in Christ, in present and actusd possession, the full, 
free, and irreversible pardon of all his transgressions. And why 
should not this be his privilege ? Who shall lay any thing to^ the 
charge of God's elect, whom God himself hath justi6ed ? Who shall 
condemn those for whom the Saviour died P And when Christ ex- 
pired upon Calvary, did he perform an incomplete or inefficient 
work P Surely not ; or else he never would have uttered that expir- 
ing exclamation which marked the triumphant consummation of his 
sacrifice — ''It is finished !" The object of his achievement was to 
remove the vail of the curse, which interposed between the condition 
of man and the forgiving kindness and love of the Eternal ; and when 
he pronounced these words, he had taken away evert^ obstacle which 
prevented the mercy of Jehovah from shining in all its amplitude 
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upon the moral ruins of this apostate world. Christ, then, did not 
leave his work half finished, but broog;ht it to a glorious and benig- 
nant termination ; and there is now nothing to prevent the very vilest 
sinner from looking to a crucified Saviour, and rejoicing in the doc- 
trine of a full and gracious pardon, which is a reflection from the 
eroes upon the soul of every Christian that looketh unto Jesus, the 
Author and Finisher of his Faith. But how, you will ask, shall the 
sinner become interested in'the Saviour's work ? How shall he appro- 
priate to himself the blessings which Christ has purchased by his 
death ? The Bible says, in reply to this inquiry, ** Believe on the 
. Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Faith is represented 
in Scripture as the connecting link which binds the sinner to the 
Saviour, and gives him an appropriating interest in the Saviour's 
work, and In every blessing whicn the interference of Christ has 
obtained. "He that believeth on him is not condemned." — **He 
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life." Christ ia the pri- 
mary object of the sinner's faith; and every blessing, such as justi- 
fication, pardon, peace, and holiness, are the secondary ohieciB of 
the sinner's faith, reflected back upon the soul from a believing 
view of the Saviour, as he is held forth in the Gospel : fof Christ 
is made unto us, of God, wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctifica- 
tipn, and redemption; and in him we have redemption through 
kis blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace. And what are the benefits which result to the sinner, from 
a believina view of the" Saviour? Being justified by faith, he has 
peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Justification, which 
iqa plies the' acceptance of our persons, inclusive of the pardon of our 
sins, is the first gift of the grace of God in the Saviour. And, ob- 
serve that the Apostle does not represent justification as the object 
o( hope, hut as the object of yatVA. We are not merely directed to 
hope, with the Unitarian, that God will pardon our sins at the hour 
of death, or at the day of judgment— we are not merely privileged to 
hope in his mercy ; but we are directed in the Gospel to look to the 
finished work of Emmanuel, and to believe that in him we have 
redemption, even the forgiveness of our sins. I repeat it: The 
Christian is not justified by hope, but hj faith. He is not merely to 
expect a, future pardon, but to oelieve in a present pardon. Such is 
the concurrent testimony of the Grospel : "There is fiote; therefore no 
eondemnaHon to them that are in Christ Jesus, who walk )aot after 
the flesh, but after the spirit." — " I write unto you, little diiWren," 
says the beloved disciple, " because your sins are forgiven you for 
his name's sake." And the Apostle Paul, in a passage already re- 
ferred to, says, ''Being justified by faith, We hame peace with God;" 
evidently implying, that the believer is a pardoned and accepted sin* 
iier, and that he ^ joy and peace in believing that his sins have 
been freely pardoned, through the reconciliation effected by Christ; 
Hope has another and a different object from justification. ItTefen 
principally to the glory anfd blessedness of immortality.- Hiebasis^ 
f he residence, the object, the tendency of hope, are stnkingly <le- 
Bcribed by the apostle in CpL. i. 27, where he Says, that the riches 
<if the mystery of the Gospel is Christ in THfi baubvbr trb HOffi 



1«» 

OS'QWRY. Observe the force and beoaty of this declaration r TBe 
roo^ of every attainment and principle of spiritaal fertility is " Christ ;"^ 
the soilitk which that root is plimted hj faith, and in which it germi- 
nates, is " in yoa ;" the ascending stem, which rises from earth to heaven, 
under the influence of the Spirit, is " hope ;" the fruit, which wijl be 
displayed in rich luxuriance within the Paradise of God, blooming 
in the atm(Osphere of innnortality, is " glory f* — a glory which eye 
hath not seen, which ear hath not heard, and which it hath not en^ 
tered into the heart of man to conceive : for it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be; but we know that, when Christ shall appear, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is ! 

Now I assert, most explicitly, that an abandonment of the doc. 
trine of the Dbity of Christ, obliterates the atonement, and 
frustrates the entire work of the Saviour. In fact, if Christ be not 
God, he is not a Saviour : if He be not a Saviour, there is no salva- 
tion ; for there is no oth&r name given under heaven amongst men, 
whereby we can be saved. If there be no salvation, there can be no 
peace of conscience in the dnner's soul — no hope of glory to shed » 
calm and tranquil lustre upon the otherwise dark and perplexing; 
path, which leads from time to the unexplored regions of eternity. 
And if there be no peace of conscience here, and no hope of glory 
hereafter, there is but one alternative — a fearful looking-for of j.udg. 
ment and fiery indignation, which will destroy the transgressors. 
Would to God, my friends,— and I speak wkh all the sincerity 
and solemnity of feeling with which, as a minister of the gospel, I 
ought to be impreissed, when I address immortal and accountable 
beings upon those subjects which concern eternity, — would to God^ 
that every individual who now hears me — whether amongst those who 
hold what are termed Unitarian views, or amongst those of other 
denominations, who are destitute of the vitality and power of godii- 
ness^*^were at this moment savingly converted to God, and that thia 
were the hoar of your justification, so that you might depart frona 
this assembly with the Spirit of God speaking peace to your eon- 
sciences ; and that, as the Eunuch went on his way rejoicing when 
Philip bad spoken to him of Christ, so you might be enabled to. 
vr^lk through your earthly pilgrimage, rejoicing in that name which 
is above every name ; being washed^ and sanctified, and accepted^ 
through him who died for your sins, and rose again for yo^r justifi.. 
cation; evincing your love to the Redeemer by keeping bis com- 
maiidiaenfis, and looking for that redemption which will be fully 
consummated at the second coming of Christ, who shall change the 
bodies of our humiliation, so as to transform them into a likeness 
wiUi his glorified body, by that energy wherewith he is able even to 
subdue all things unto himself. 

And now— may that great Being, in whose smile the angels of 
heaven exist — and whose glory, and msgesty, and mercy, constitute 
the very atmosphere from which the unfallen and sainted inmates 
of the nniverse derive all their moral beauty and felicity — may He 
gmoiously pardon in me^ his. unworthy servant, whatever, throughoujk 
this discudsion^I have spoken inconsistently with the sacred truths of 
his word ; and naay he, by a display of that moral omnipotence which 
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he has ever at command — cause the brightness and illaminatkm 
which surrounds his throne^ gradually and gradually to expand^ until 
it shall comprehend within its ample and uncircumscribed circum- 
ference, the dark and dismal intellects of those who reject bis Gospel 
and deny his Son ! _..«^ 

At the close of Mr. Bagot's address, Mr* PORTER said that 
he had a question which he would be glad to propose to that gentle- 
man, if the reflations permitted. 

Mr. bag or stated that, in his opinion, the 4th rule, which gave 
the privilege of asking such questions, did not contemplate the closing 
address of either party. In this decision the Chairmen concurred, 
and the question was not put. 



Mb. porter.— Throughout the whole of this controversy, I 
have always been pleased to hear Mr. Bogot raise his powerful yoice 
to its highest pitch, and to find him delivering his sentiments with 
those graces of oratory, of which he is so consummate a master : for 
I have uniformly observed, that, in proportion to the redundance of 
his declamation, was the deficiency of his argument ; and, in the 
inverse ratio of the sound emitted, was the quantity of sense which 
the sound conveyed. You may imagine, therefore, with what delight 
I heard him commence the sermon on the Monemeni, which he has 
just delivered. You may imagine the pleasure which I felt, when I 
beheld Mr. Bagot tarn away from the subject which has brought us 
here this day, to indulge in a harangue, which had no more connex- 
ion with that important topic, than with any other in the whole circle 
of controversial theology ! But there was one point in his harangue, 
which — standing before you, and before the public, as a man, I trust, 
of some pretensions to an honest name-— I feel it incumbent upon 
me not to pass over in silence. 1 refer to that part of his speech, in 
which Mr. Bagot talked so loudly and so fervently concerning the 
guilt of BLASPHEMY, as attaching itself to those who hold certain 
opinions, which, whether truly or falsely, he imputed to me, and 
those who generally agree with me in theological opinion. Now, I 
appeal to all who are here present, whether, when two gentlemen 
meet to make arrangements for the public discussion of a great sub- 
jiect, it could be anticipated that this was to be the way in which the 
debate should be conducted? I appeal to every gentleman who 
bears me, and who is acquainted wito the practice of debate in pub* 
lie assemblies, whetlier this is the usage which prevails, — I do not say 
among ministers of religion only, but among any men who support 
a respectable rank in society, — when they come together to consider 
in common the arguments on both sides of a disputed question? Is 
it not, among persons of this description, the first rule of debate, that 
nothing shdl be imputed to an opponent that implies crinoinality, 
gratuitously, or without direct proof? And, I ask. What bladc<ar 
charge could be advanced against me,— a professed follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and a minister of his Holy Gospel, thsn thm 
abominable and atrocious one of blasphemy ?-Hsuchblaspbemy» loo« 
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thai, compared with it, the crime for which Satan was expelled from 
heaven 8inks into insignificance I I hope that Mr. Bagot himself, on 
rejection, will be sorry for the expression, and will retract it ; bat, 
until it be retracted, I never will reciprocate with him the laogaage 
of friendship ! He is so fond of calling me his friend, that he re- 
peated the phrase, even after — and almost immediately after — impu- 
ting to me the crime of blasphemy ! I say again, that, until the 
offensive expression is retracted, I will not bestow that name on him, 
I know what is due to my own character. This hand is clean; and 
never shall it grasp in friendship that of the man who attempts to 
fasten upon me this odious imputation. ~ 

Mr. Bagot Las not failed, in his last speech,^-nor, indeed, in 
almost any previous one, — to taunt me with keeping something of 
my real opinions in reserve; and he has even extended the accusa- 
tion to that religious body with which it is my happiness and-— hu- 
manly speaking — my pride to be connected. It is an honour and a 
happiness to be connected with the Unitarian body, and I feel- it so; 
for 1 feel and glory in the conviction, that, with a body of men more 
liberal, more intelligent, more inspired with the charity of the Gospel, 
I could not be connected. Mr. Bagot has taunted me, and the other 
members of this religious body, with keeping something in reserve, 
and with not avowing our real sentiments. But I appeal to every 
individual who hears me now, and has heard me throughout this 
entire discussion, whether, if chargeable with any fault in the manage, 
ment of my argunoent, it has not been one of a directly opposite kind. 
I appeal to every person who dispassionately listened to me, whether 
I have not repeatedly made admissions, which I knew would be laid 
hold of to be turned against me — which, in ^oint of fact, were so 
turned against me ; and from which, had I chosen to practise the 
wiidam of the serpent, I should cautiously have abstained ! This 
charge, thereCore, I fearlessly pronounce, is not founded on fact, and 
will not tell with the public, who have attended here throughout this 
debate. But to prevent this accusation from being circulated and 
credited by those who, not having been here in person, will take their 
accounts of the controversy from vague rumour and anonymous re- 
port, I now repeat, on purpose that it may*appear in the printed nar- 
rative of these proceedings, the leading articles of the faith which I 
bold concerning the subjects debated between myself and Mr. Bagot ; 
and they are these : — 

I believe, then, that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 
ments contain a full, perfect, and explicit revelation of God's most 
holy will ; that they are the only infallible standard of truth and 
duty ; and that they are mercifully designed, and eminently calcu- 
lated, to promote the dearest interests of men, as rational, moral, 
and accountable beings. 

I believe that these divine records unite with the voice of reason 
and of nature, in proclaiming thb oreat troth, which is the fouu- 
dation of all true religion, that there is One, and only One, Etbr. 
NAL and Self.existent God — infinite in power, wisdom, goodness, 
justice, holiness, mercy, and all other possible perfections. Upon 
this immoveable basis, I rest my faith and hope ; and I believe, that 
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a departure from this great priaciple led to M the superstition and 
idolatry of ancient days, and has produced all the corruptions ojf 
Christianity which have prevailed in more modem times. I clingi 
therefore, to the unrivalled Supremacy of the One God, the Father, 
with a fidelity which cannot be shaken; and I maintain, as /A^/ibtfi. 
e$t of all the doetrines taught in Scripture, the strict Unitt of that 
fpreat God, who is not only the God of the universe, but, as the 
Bible declares, is idso the Gon and Father of our Lord Jesus 

CHBliST. 

Whilst I thus believe. On the sure warrant of Scripture;, that there 
is One God, I equally believe, on the same divine authority, that there 
is QiM Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, I be- 
lieve that this glorious and gracious being, who is called in Scripture 
the Saviour and the Son of God, possessed glory with his. Father 
before the world wAs, and was beloved of the Father before the foun* 
dation of the world. I believe that he came down from heaven, to 
do the will of his Father who sent him, upon earth. I believe that 
he is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creati^^ 
who became nesh and tabernacled among men, full of grace and 
truth ; and, finally, thai he is the exalted being, whom the Father 
hath appointed to be the Judge of the living and of the dead. 

But while I believe the words of Holy Writ which testify the 
pifevioua existence and glory of our Divine Master, and which ani- 
mate my soul with gratitude for his amazing condescension in coming 
to save sinners, I mso believe that the Scriptures are not less express 
and explicit on the subject of his subordination and inferiority to the 
Father. , 

I believe that this great doctrine, which indicates the Unity and 
Snpremacy 4^ God, runs through the whole of the New Testament. 
I beliete uiat it was the consistent and constant declaration of our 
Lord himself; who, on every occasion, ascribed his power and wis* 
ddm and authority to the Father as its source, and represented hiou 
feielf Only as the agedt whom the Father employed in effecting his 
purposiea of mercy to the human race. I believe that the a|>ostoli€ 
writings are filled with texts,> maintaining, in the clearest terms, the 
xmnv^led Supremacy of the Father; convincing us that there is bat 
One G^d, the Father, and one Lord, Jesus Christ — that the h^d oif 
every man is ChHst, and the head of Christ is God ; and informing 
us, that at the last, when all things shall be subdued unto the Sonu 
then shaH the ^on himself be put into subjection to him that put all 
things under him, that God may be all in all. These things I bdieve, 
and these things I maintain and teach. « 

That there are difficulties connected with the particulars of this 
assemblage of religious truths, I have always felt; and haveacknowr 
ledged, in the course of this debate, with a candour which I should 
have been glad to see imitated. I have allowed, and I allow, that 
there are difficulties attached to, my peculiar views of the ChrisliaB 
doctrine^ But, let me ask, what system of faith is there^ or has tbaie' 
ever been in the world, that has not been attended mth its diffiiinK 
ties audits doubts? Where is the point of faith— where is the pm^ 
ciple of religion, whether natural or revealed, which has notlbiMl 
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disputed and objected to— disputed and objected to^ not*by men of 
captious and supercilious minds alone — not by those merely who seek 
ta be wise above what is written ; but by persons whom we cannot 
but belieire, in the exercise of that Christian chanty which we all 
hope to receive, to have been, in the main, sincere and good men, 
and candid and honest inquirers after truth P Now, when such men 
are driven into doubt or disbelief, there must be difficulties. To say 
that my system has its difficulties, is only saying that it partakes of 
« property which is common to every doctrine under the sun. 

And since I am taunted with these admitted difficulties, con- 
nected with my creed, I ask, are there*none to be found in that sys- 
tem which my reverend opponent has defended P Is there no difficult, 
no perplexing circumstance, connected with the faith which he pro- 
fesses, either in the statements of its creed, or in the pro(^ of its 
doctrines P If there be no difficulties in Trinitarianism, why has 
there been that reluctance against which I have so often and so 
loudly exclaimed, to bring forward the doctrine of the Trinity as a 
subject of discussion in this controversy P Why is it that we heard, 
from my reverend opponent, scarcely a word upon that point, until 
now it comes out at the eleventh hour, when there is no time to 
canvass its arguments, and examine its foundation P If there be no 
difficulties in the scheme of the Orthodox, how comes it, I would 
ask, that all the Unitarian Churches that exist throughout the worid 
were (originally formed of members gathered out of Trinitietrian folds P 
If there are no difficulties connected with their system, how comes it 
tiiat the aspect of the world would justify the Orthodox in applying 
to their Unitarian brethren the words of John the Baptist to our 
Lord— <'' He must increase, but I must decrease* f And how is it 
that we sometimes hear it said,, by Orthodox authorities themselves, 
that Unitarianism is like the /ton's den in the fable — 

Vestigia nulla retrorsum ! 

But I go forther. If there be no doubts vmd difficulties connected 
with the Trinitarian system, how comes it that Trinitarians them- 
selves are so little united, even upon the true statenient of the doc 
trine of the Trinity P That there are differefiees of opinion subsist- 
ing between various classes of Unitarians,-^and more especially 
between those among us who admit the pre-existence of Christ as a 
Scripture doctrine, and those who cannot so receive it,— I have no 
wish to conceal, and have never affected to deny. Upon this point, 
I have repeatedly, and in very express terms, declared to Mr. Bagot 
my own peculiar views, so that he could have no room for doubt or 
ambiguity. But I refused from the very first to make them the sub- 
ject of controversy with Mr. Bagot. I reserved theqi, and reserve 
them still, to be setded with my Unitarian brethren in our own calm, 
dispassionate, rational, and charitable mode of conducting such dis- 
cussions. Sinc^ however, these differences of opinion among Uni- 
tarians have been once and again referred to, I would aisk Mr. Bagol, 
wi^ther there are no differences of opinion,> even on the doctrine of 
ike TVinity iiseif, among orlAMfoxmen^-persona who call themselves, 
and arecidled by others, Trinitarians ; and who would be in no «naU 
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degree indignant, were tbe jastice of tbe appeUaticm denied ! If 
there are no differences of opinion among the nominally orthodox on 
this subject, how is it, that in their controversies with each other, we 
bear of the Ciceronian Trinity, and the Cartesian Trinity, and the 
Aristotelian Trinity, and the Platonic Trinity : all of thein designated 
by names borrowed from profane philosophy — names which are con- 
fessedly unknown to the writers of the New Testament, and to which 
the Word of God gives no countenance ? If we are to embrace the 
doctrine of the Trinity, are we to believe, I would submissively in- 
quire— are we to believe, with Dr. Wallis, whose opinion has been 
sanctioned by a degree of the University of Oxford, that the Father, 
the*Son, and the Holy Ghost, are no more three distinct, intelligent 
persons, than the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob, are three distinct Gods ? Or are we to acknowledge, 
with Dr. Sherlock, Bishop of London, that the Three Persons of 
the Trinity are as much three distinct infinite minds as Peter, James, 
and John, are three men ? — an opinion which the learned body 
before-named decree to be ** false, impious, and heretical^^ I Are 
we to believe, with the Athanasian Creed, that the Father is Al- 
mighty, the Son is Almighty, and the Holy Ghost is Almighty ; 
and yet there are not three Almighties ; there is but one Almighty? 
Or are we to believe, with Dr. Burnbt, that the Son and the Holy 
Ghost are created beings, and are God only by the ind welling of 
the Father's Deity? Are we to believe, with Bishop Gastrell, 
that the Fadier includes the whole idea of God, and something more 
-^that the Son includes the whole idea of God, and something more — 
and that the Holy Ghost includes the whole idea of God, and some^ 
thing more; while all three together make ex^tly one God, and 
nothing more f Or are we to believe, with Bishop Burgbss, that the 
Father is a person, but not a being ; the Son is a person, but not a 
being ; the Holy Ghost is a person, but not a being : and that these 
three personal nonentities make one entire and perfect being ? Such 
the unintelligible jargon which is substituted for the simple doctrine 
of Scripture, that there is One God, the Father, and Oim Lord, 
Jesus Christ ! It is evident that each of these learned divines 
believed in a Trinity of his own ; and each must have regarded all 
the rest as ignorant, or deniers of the true God. Had my reverend 
opponent considered these differences between the Orthodox them- 
selves, on a doctrine which, as his creed declares, unless a man be. 
lieves, '* he shall without doubt perish everlastingly,'' perhaps his 
sarcasms about the diversities of opinion among Unitarians on poiiits 
of far inferior moment, would have been spared. At all events, if 
any argument be founded on such diversities, I have said enough to 
show that it applies to his own system with much greater force than 
it does to mine. 

In the various addresses which I delivered since the first day 
of this discussion, I was anxious to lay before you as much as 
the time allotted to me would enable me to bring forward, of the 
clear, full, and distinct evidence which the New Testament aflbrds^ 
in proof of the doctrine which I embodied in the two propoiittas 
whose defence I undertook. On account of the numoer of Mils 
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wkidi I had to adduce, it was not e&sy for me to crowd even, a 
<}opious selection from the entire number into my speeches, and, at 
the same time, to answer all the arguments adduced by Mr« Bagot* 
In order to do justice to my cause, I felt myself obliged to take up 
a good part of the entire .time allotted to me^ in laying before you 
the direct evidence on my own side of the argument. It was not 
easy, having so much business of my own to perform, to follow Mr. 
Bagot in all his devious labyrinths, to trace him in every turn; and hunt 
him out of those intricate coverts in which his mysterious doctrines 
were concealed. Having now a little time remaining, I shall not 
follow the example, which he has set, of deviating from the subject 
of de;bate ;, but shall employ my leisure in canvassing some 6f the 
reasonings which he has brought forward. These arguments 1 shall 
endeayoux to state as fairly and as impartially as if I believed in their 
cogency myself. Mr. Bagot, you musl; remember, argued with grei^t 
confidence for the clear proof of the proper Deity of the Word, to 
foe derived from 1 John v. 20 : 

' And we kDOw that the Sod of Gpcl is come, and hath given us an understanding, that 
we may know Him that is true : and we are in Bim that ia true, in his Son Jeaut 
Christ, This is the true God and eternal life. 

(The latter part of the verse is in the originc^l, xo/ IsfMv h rf) aki0tiffif 

Now Mr. Bagot affirmed, that these words of the Apostle John must 
be viewed as giving to our Lord Jesus Christ the tide of " the true 
Ood" If so, every one will admit that the text affords a very weighty 
argument in favour of his proper Deity: He was quite right in intima- 
ting, that Unitarians do not conceive that the words '* true God and 
eiernat life^* are to be referred to our Lord Jesus Christ, but to "Jfm 
that is true," who is mentioned in the preceding clause, and is there 
found to be the father of our Lord Jesus Christ. The question 
amounts to this : Are we to understand the last clause as affirming 
that ** Jesus Christ is the true God and eternal life" P or, simply, 
as declaring that '' He who is true, is the true God and eternal life ''? 
The latter is. the interpretation adopted by the Unitarian expositors j 
the former, by the Orthodox. Mr. Bagot argued in opposition to the 
Unitarian, and in support of the Orthodox interpretation of this text, 
-—that the pronoun oSik (this) must refer to * Iij^im; X^tfty, (Jesus 
Christ,) as the last antecedent in the sentence with which the pronoun 
can agree. And so unquestionably it is : but let me assure you, thai 
that consummate master of criticism. Professor Griesbach, to whose 
edition of the New Testament I have so often called your attention, 
and whose perfect candour and sincerity I never heard impugned 
until I mounted this platform, marks the words ' Iji^m; X^tfr^, (Jesus 
Christ,) on which this criticism is founded, as of doubtful auUiority. 
If they are removed from the text, the wordaomf, (his,')-*which un- 
doubtedly refers to ** Him that is true," — ^in the preceding clause,-^ 
becomes the last antecedent; anci the whole passage will read 
literally thus : "And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath 
jfiven us understanding, that we may know Ihm that is true: and we 
are in Him that isi true, [whilst] in the Son of Him. This is the true 
God and et&nal l(fe:"^'OT, more agreeably to the English idi<»&^\ 
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''We are in him that is true, [whikt] in the Son of him who is the 
^rue God and eternal life.'' No satisfactory argament can be founded 
on a basis so frail as a doubtful and uncertain reading. 

But after all, even allowing the received text to stand unaltered, 
where is the proof that eSrv; (this) must, of necessity, refer to the 
last antecedent, ''Jesus Christ,*^ and not to the preceding one, 
"Him that it true^'f Unless such proof be afforded, this text cannot 
be quoted^ in support of the proper Deity of the Word : for the Unf* 
tarian exposition of it mMy be the true one. I venture to affirm, 
such proof cannot be produced ; nay, I could produce numerous in- 
stances from Scripture of the very contrary. I turn, for example, to-* 

Acts iv. 10 — 12. Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that 
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from 
the dead, even by him doth this man stand before yoa whole. This (oZrci) is the 
stone which was set at noug;ht of you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 
Neither is there salvation in any other : for tiiere is none other name under heaven* 
given among men whereby we must be saved. 

Apply Mr. Bagot's principle to this text : assume that the pronoun 
oZrog (this) must of necessity refer to the immediate antecedent, and 
not to the more remote ; and you make the Apostle Peter declare to 
the rulers of the Jews, that the impotent man whom he had healed, 
was '' the stone which the builders rejected, but which became the head 
of the corner;" and not only so, but that he -was the only medium of 
salvation vouchsafed by God to the human race. Again, we read in<— 

Acts vii. 17 — 19. But when the time of the promise drew nigh, which God had 
Awom to Abraham, the people grew and multiplied in Egypt, till another king arose, 
who knew not Joseph. The same {^oZrog, " this person,") dealt subtilely with our 
kindre^ knd evil entreated our fathers, so that they cast out their young children, id 
the end they might not live. 

Now, unless we refer the pronoun oZrog to a remote antecedent, 
passing over that which immediately precedes it, we shall 6nd in 
these words a declaration that the Patriarch Joseph was the persecutor 
of the Israelitish people, and not the cruel and perfidious king of 
Egypt. 

Or, let us apply Mr. Bagot's principle to a passage which occurs 
in the writings of the very Apostle whose words we are considering. 
In the very next Epistle to that in which this text is found, and we 
shall, obtain some unexpected results. 

2 John, ver. 7. For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not 
thflt Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This {oZrog) is a deceiver and an antichrist. 

On Mr. Bagot's principle of interpretation, the disciple whom Jesus 
loved applies the last two epithets to his beloved Lord and Master ! 
And now, having demonstrated that the proposed'rule of syntax maked 
our blessed Lord to be a deceiver and an antichrist, I foUow Mn 
Bagot's example by returning U to himself, to make of it what &rther 
use hie pleases. 

But I am not yet done with this text, 1 John v. 20. You wUl 
r^tnember — at least such of you as have attended during the )^ogrew 
of this discussion— that Mr. Bagot, with an air of magistentl loidios* 
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lity, laid it down as a pfrinciple of Greek coosimction, that the term 
which occurs in the predicate of a proposition in which it is.fonnd^ 
never admits the article. Compassionating my ignorance of syntax, 
he inquired, with reference to some remarks of mine upon John i. 1, 
^'Did I not know the reason why the word 0shgy in the latter clause of 
that verse, was found without the article ?" and then proceeded to 
state the rule which I have just mentioned as the reason, and as an 
nnquestlonable position. In support of the view which I took of the 
construction in that passage, I had previously adduced the exppess 
testimony of EcsBBius, a learned and eminently conscientious writer, 
who was a Greek by hirth, spoke the Greek language, and wrote in it 
to and for those who, like himself, spoke that language from their 
infancy. His testimony I gave at length, explicitly confirming the 
^opinion which I had expressed, that the grammatical structure of the 
sentence in John i. 1, would have admitted the article in the predi- 
cate, had the evangelist meant to convey the idea that the Word was 
God in the strict and proper sense. I also.referred to the opinion of 
Ork^en — perhaps the most learned of all the Greek fathers of the 
«burch, and especially versed in subjects of criticism- — which is pre- 
cisely to the same effect, though I had not time to quole the passage 
in full, owing to its length. One might have expected that the 
judgment of Eusebius and Origen would have carried some weight 
in the determination of a question such as this. But you will re- 
member how Mr. Bagot set himself, as a Greek scholar, far above 
Eusebius and Origen, so that he did not even deign to notice their 
opinion ; but, turning to me, in astonishment at my ignorance of so 
obvious a truth, proceeded to enlighten me by laying down, for my 
information, the rule that the predicate of a proposition does not 
admit the article. 

Now I refer you once more to I John v. 20, which, be it remem- 
bered, is an example of his own selection — a text which he himself 
has adduced, and put prominently forward, both in his Abstract and 
in this discussion; and with which, therefore, he ought to be supposed 
to be well acquainted. I take that very clause, (^^This is the true 
OoD, AND ETERNAL LIFE,'') OH which his argument was built; and, 
turning to the Greek Testament, I find in the original — 

OUrSg lariv \ O oKnMi Qi^hg xai ' H ^wj) a/wv/os" 
The article in the predicate! 

Who is ignorant of Greek syntax now ? Which of us requires to be 
taught the common rules and principles of construction P 

Nor is this a solitary example of the article occurring in the 
predicate of a proposition. Look, for instance, to another passage 
In the same EfMsde, — . 

I JoBNji. 7. The old commaDdment is the word which ye have heard from the 
beginniiig. 

In the Greek : ri hnM fl ^akoud Itrr/y ' O X^f h rixovcar^ &ir ag^n^ 
^•^ihe article in the predicate ! 

And again in — 

1 John iii. 4. Whosoever committeth sin, transgresseth also the law ^ for «tii t« 
the transgrtiiumof tht law* / 
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The original of the litet clause is, xai ^ kfJMfrki krn H Av^fi^^he 
article in the fredieate. 

And still further, we read in that noted passage,— 

1 John ▼• 6. This it h* tiiat oame )ff water and blood, [even] Jesas Chritt : not 
by waler only, but by water and blood ; and it is the spirit that beareth witness, be- 
cause the spirit U truth. ^ 

These last words are in the Greek, rh femfid i^n ^ aKnhsar'^ihe artu 
ele<n the predicate ! 

I have selected all these examples from one not very long epis- 
tie, written by the evangelist John ; but we need not go so far away 
from the first verse of his Gospel, for a proof that the rule laid down 
by Mr Bagot will not bear the test of examination. In the fourth 
verse of the rerj same chapter, (which is, in Engli^, '^In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men,'*) we have, in the original, 
fl f^u^ nv To f fio^ ruv &v&^(Lv(iir^-4he article in the predicate ! * 

After these specimens, yon will be able to judge either of Mr. 
Bagot's caution or his scholarship. You find him hazarding asser- 
tions which the very same context on which he comments is sufficient 
to refute. I think you will agree with me, that, if the explanation 
which I proposed be good and valid in other respects, there is nothing 
in the canon of ipy reverend opponent to prev^t its adoption. 

Now you will remember that my object in proposing my criticism 
on John i. 1, was to establish a distinction between the meaning of 
the term God^ in the former part of the verse, where it is fouHd in the 
original with the article, and the corresponding term in the lant mem- 
ber of the text, where the article is wanting. I argued that, tinless 
we recognise this distinction, we fall into the absurdity of making the 
evangelist declare that the word i$ the same God with ttfhom. he i$. 
My position has been questioned by Mr. Bagot ; and, thetefore, it is 
to be presumed, that he maintains that the term ''God'' is to be un- 
derstood in the same sense in both clauses ; and, in point of fact, be 
adduced his criticism expressly to refute my observation. Let us 
suppose, then^ that the term is to be Understood in tfie same^sense ia 
both clauses of the verse,' and inquii*e to what ^retralts this pHneiple 
will lead. The Apostle declares that — 

In the beginning was the word, and the word was with God, aiid the word was 

Cod. 

« 

' Now Mr. Bagot tells us that in this verse the term Ward means the 
divine nature of Christ, or, as it is commonly expres8ed> '' ^ad thf 
San ;" and first let us suppose that, by the word Gad, we are to nn- 
derstand, "God the Father." The whole will then read thus : 

In the beginning was God the Son, and God the Son was with God the Father, lad 
God the Stm woe Qod the Father ! 

" God the Son was God the Father !'' This is downright hettgf ; 
eoafounding the persons, and therefore subjecting its author to the 
anathema of the Athanasian Creed ! Tbi6 explanation will notcU^; 
and, therefore, we must have recourse to some other pltui of iiitei^ret- 
jag the passage. Let us then suppose, as before, that l>y th^ ^M 
we are to understand the divine nature of Christ, that is, CrO<l uie 
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we are to understand the whole Trinity, Gpd the Father, God .the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost On this view of the phratseology, 
the assertion of the Apostle will be as follows : 

In the beginning was God the Sod, (the seennd person of the Trinity,) and Qod 
the Sod, (the second person of the Trinity,) was with t?ie whole Trinity, (God the 
Father, God the Sob, and God the Holy Ghost;) and God the Son, (the second per- 
son of the Trinihf,) was thb wholb Trinitt, Godthb Fatbbb, God thb Sov, 
AND God THE Holt Ghost ! 

" The second person of the Trinity was the Trinity V^ This is a worse 
heresy than before; for it not only confounds two persons of the triad, 
but mixes up the whole three in inextricable confusion ; and thus it 
will be found, on trial, that every attempt to make either sense or 
orthodoxy out of this verse will fail, so long as we affix the same sig^ 
hification to the term ** God,** in the two clauses of the verse. It 
must then, at last, be conceded, that it is to be understood in two 
distinct senses, in the first and second members of the verse ; and if 
this be conceded, the whole question is yielded to the Unitarians, 
so far as it depends upon the interpretation of this passage. I defy 
Mr, Bagot, and I defy any rational being, to put any consistent or 
intelligible interpretation upon this postage, unless he admits that 
di^inction in the signification of the word '* God,^' for which I con- 
tended : and this distinction, if once admitted, tsJses away the whole 
basis of his reasoning. 

There is another passage on which Mr. Bagot seemed to lay 
great stress, and which he repeatedly brought forward. Having 
omitted to notice it before, and being desirous of treating his argu- 
ments with all possible respect, which I should not do by leayiidg 
them unreplied to, when time permits me to reply, I shall now give 
it a brief consideration. The passage to which I refer, is the excla- 
niation of Thomas, on witnessing our Saviour alive after his resur- 
rection : "My Lord, and My (jhdP* It is recorded in— 

John xx. S8. Thomas answered and said unto him, Mr Lord, and Mt God ! 

Mr. Bag6t takes it for granted, that these words are addressed to 
Christ, and that they contain a recognition of his proper Deity; but 
they may— just as naturally as regards the mere verbal construction, 
and much more so as relates to the sense and meeming of the terms 
em|>loy^— be considered as an ejaculation, or exclamation of won- 
der and surprise, addressed by the Apostle to the Supreme Being> 
by whose power the miracle which his eyes bdield must have been 
effected. Thus interpreted, they afford no proof of the Deity of 
Christ; but, on the contrary, contain another of the many instances 
of religions worshin addressed to God, the Father, only. I know it 
may bS snpposed tnat the words, " Thomas answered and said unto 
him,** distinctly mark out Jesus himself as the person addressed in 
the sttboequent words; but the Scripture idiom wiH not support the 
xsritici&m. There are many cases in which, in the language of 
^riptfire, one person is declared to have "answered," or "said'* 
unto another, words which were not addressed to that other person 
directly; but which were only spoken with reference to him<v ot to 
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iometbiiig; that bad fallen from bim. An example of this kind, b6ar« 
ing, in some respects, a strikin^^ resemblance to the phrase employed 
)>y the Apostle Thomas, occurs in 1 Sam. xx. 12 : ''And Jonathan 
said unto David, O Lord God of Israel/' &c. No one supposes 
that, by this address, Jonathan meant to recognise his friend and 
comrade as the Lord JEHoyAH, and the God of Israel. All that be 
intended evidently was, to call God to witness the covenant which 
be was about to make ; the words, ** Lord God of Israel,'* not being* 
addressed to David, notwithstandiug their seeming connexion with 
the preceding clause. There is nothing to prevent the same princi- 
ple of explanation from being applied to the passage before us. If 
so, it cannot be considered as a proof of Mr. Bagot's position. This 
is no '' algebraic process of positive and negative quantities,'^ as Mr, 
Bagot has repeatedly denominated similar observations made by me.. 
I am not employing one passage of Scripture to destroy or neutralize 
another, but simply to explain ils meaning. Unitarianism does not 
require the destruction of a single text in the whole Bible« It hasf 
no contradictions in itself, nor does it assume or allow that such exist 
in the Scriptures; for its own foundation is the simple meaning and 
direct assertion of the word of God. All that I have done in this 
and former instances, is to employ those passages which are clear 
and obvious, to assist in determining the signification of similar Ian. 
guage occurring in texts which would otherwise be liable to some 
degree of obscurity and doubt. Nor is this a novel principle: it is 
nothing but the adherence to a rule of interpretation long since pro- 
pounded, and universally recognised. 

Again : Mr. Bagot places much reliance on the words of our Sa- 
viour, in Jqhn v. 22, 23:— 

For the Father judgeth oo man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son : 
tiMt dU [men] should Jumour the San, even as they honour the Father, 

In these very words, however, the Father is represented as the 
source and -origin of the Son's judicial power, and of that honour 
which accrues to him from the exercise of his functions as Judge. 
Besides, the latter clause, if understood to mean that the Son occu- 
pies as high a rank in the scale of existence as the Father does, 
would be totally inconsistent with Mr. Bagot's own principles. He 
holds, that the term Son denotes the complex character of Christ as 
Mediator ; and he has over and over again declared, that Christ, in 
his mediatorial character, is subordinate to God the Father. The 
text, therefore, on his own showing, would imply that equal honour 
is due to the subordinate person, and to his superior ; which would 
be destructive of the very idea of subordination. But there is no 
necessity for recurring to such abstract reasoning. It is evident 
that the whole force of Mr. Bagot's inference depends on the mean- 
ing which we attach to the connecting participle, ev^n a«, (xo^;,) 
which he seemingly understands to signify the stmie as equally, or 
on a par with. But in the Lexicon of the orthodox critic, ScffliBus- 
I9BR, we find that this particle frequently signifies, "inasmuch as,*^ 
"since/* "because," (siquidem, quoniam, propiera quod;) afid t6 
prove that it has this signification, he adduces the following af^siie 
and satisfactory, examples : . < • rh 



John xvii. 1, 2. These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his ejes to heaven, and 
said. Father ! the hour is come: glorify thy Son, that thy Sod also may glorify thee. 
As (xa^w;) thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life 
to as many as thou hast given him. 

KoH. i. 28. And as {xa^ug) they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
God gave them over, &c. 

In these passages, and in many others, the particle xa&ug manifestly 
means since or because; and to explain it as signifying equally, 
or on a par, would render the passages unintelligihle. That such 
is the meaning also in John v. 23, is plain from the explanation 
which our Lord himself snhjoins in the last clause of the verse : ''He 
that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the Father who hath sent 
him.'' The passage therefore must he understood as declaring, that 
'Mhe Father hath committed all judgment unto the Son, that all 
men may honour the Son, inasmuch as, since, or because, they honour 
the Father: for he that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
Father who hath sent him.'* This is no strange or unheard-of prin- 
ciple in the conduct of human affairs. In Ireland, at least, we are 
acquainted with a case that is completely analogous. We are go- 
Temed by a Lord Lieutenant, acting in the name and hy the author 
rity of his Majesty the King. To the Vicegerent's lawful commands 
we are hound, on our allegiance to his royal master, to yield obedience; 
and any act of rebellion against him would be, both in conscience 
and law, an act of rebellion against the Sovereign. But all this does 
not make the Lord Lieutenant, King of Ireland. 
' Mr. Bagot, in the early part of this discussion, built an argument 
for the proper Deity of the Word on Jer. xxiii. 5, 6 ; in which, as he 
maintained, the name of " the Lord," [or Jehovah,] ''our righteous- 
ness," is attributed by the prophet to Christ. In my reply, I affirmed, 
that, if this passage proved the proper Deity of Christ, the application 
of the very same name to the city of Jerusalem, in Jer. xxiii. 16, would 
equally demonstrate the proper Deity of that city. Commenting on 
this observation of mine, my reverend opponent inquires. Whether I 
have forgotten my Hebrew? or how else can I suppose, that the lat> 
ter passage will bear the interpretation put upon it in the Common 
Version, which I quoted ? To this inquiry, I can only answer, that 
perhaps I have forgotten some of my Hebrew. I confess, that in 
my case, this is possible : for I believe / once had a little Hebrew to 
forget. In this particular passage, Mr. Bagot seems to think he 
has caught me between the horns of a dilemma. Either, as he ar- 
gues» I have forgotten how to translate the original correctly, or I 
have chosen to reason, knowingly, from the mistakes of the Common 
Version ; in which, as he asserts, the text in question — Jer. xxxiii. 
15, 16— is erroneously rendered. To this, I can with perfect con- 
fidence reply^ that I am quite sure every one who knows me, will 
acquit me of the criminality of arguing on a basis which I knew to 
be unsound ; and will give me entire credit for veracity, when I af- 
firm, that I would not have brought forward the translation of Jer. 
xxxiii* 16, had I known or believed it to be incorrect^ But I go far- 
ther than this. My reference to- Jeiu xxxiii. 16, was not a hasty or 
heedless allusion. I knew well the objections that had been stated 
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ta the Common TraiMlsHoii ; and I bad carefally examined tlie ori- 
ginal, with a view to determino their force. I brought forward that 
text in argument, because I was and am satisfied that the objections 
to the common rendering are perfectly vain and futile. I know, and 
allow, that the text, as voinUd, *woald most naiunWy, though not ex^ 
clusively, admit of a different translation. But I likewise know, — 
and^herein I have the almost uoanimous consent of all modem 
Hebreijir 8cho)i^rs of any note, — that the points are of comparatively 
recent date, being an invention of the Masorites in the middle ages. 
Xr this comparatively modern addition to the text be disregarded, — 
a^ it evidently ought, — then the moat obvious and natural interpre- 
tatioi) of Je|l. xxxiii. 16, becomes literally thus : 

And this [is ihat] which shall he called [or named] upon her : Jehovah ouk 
Rtgbteousness. 

And I do maintain, that this Hebraic expression is perfectly equiva- 
lent to the English phrase adopted by King James* translators: 
" And t^iis is the name wherewith she shall be called, Thi Lobd 
OVR RiQHTEOUSMESS." And I argue, confidently, that this is a per- 
^fectly parallel passage to that in Jer. xxiii. 5, 6, to illustrate which, I 
qootea it. Wnen I consider the manner in which Mr. Bagot has 
spoken of the renderings of the Authorised Version throughout this 
debate, I cannot help recalling to mind the demand which be made 
on me before it was commenced ; when he declared, that the only 
standard on which he could consent to carry on this discussion, was 
ikfi Aulhorissd Version of the Scriptures, admitting the genuineness, 
authenticity, and divine authority of all and every part of the books 
contained in it. And taking into account the number of instances 
in which he has not only impugned its renderings, but, as in the 
instance just exhibited, treated them with contempt, I feel myself 
justified in charging him with seeking^to impose on me a condition 
which be himself could not have conscientiously accepted* 

There are several other texts noted on the paper before me, and 
numerous statements made by Mr. Bagot, upon which it wonld be 
highly expedient in me to comment, did time permit. But. I am 
obliged to pass most of them over unnoticed. To one point, how. 
ever, I shall refer ; although I feel that, in doing so, I am sacrificing 
the opportunity of adverting to other subjects of great importance to 
the cause which I stand forward to defend, and which I had folly 
intended to bring under your consideration. But I perceive I must 
abandon all hope of doing so ; for I must stop when my hour is ex« 
pired. 

Mtd Bagot reasoned yesterday, in his closing speech, against the 
supposition, that an inferior or subordinate agent could, by possibilittf, 
be employed in executing the work of creation. He went so far as 
to assert, that not even the Almighty could endow a being distinot 
from himself with ability to execute such a task. He admitted, that 
the work of creation itself was finite; yet argued, that no being; 
but the Supreme Being, could possibly have been enabled to perform 
it. I answer all such hypothetic statements, by referring to JOH»i 
3 ; for there I find, that the ^nployment of a subordinate i^eat Is 
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expressly declared: ''All things^'^ says the Evangelist, ^^ were made 
through"— that is, hy means o^-^him;" that is, the Word, as ati 
inferior agent or instrument : for so the phrase must be understood, 
both in the origiiial and in the Common Version. And I find a 
similar assertion in Heb. i. 1, 2: ''God, who at sundry times, and 
in divers manners, spake in time past unto the fathers by the pro* 
phets, hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son ; whom he 
hath appointed heir of all things ; through whom also he bath made 
the worlds." In both these passages^ and in several others to which 
there is not time to advert, the employment of subordinate agency 
in the work of creation is plainly and explicitly declared ; so plainly 
in the latter passage, even if the Trinitarian version be allowed to 
stand, that nothing can be more distinct. Mr. Bagot, in his remarks 
upon this subject, protested against ih^hpriore method of reasoning; 
but I appeal to yourselves, whether-^when, in order to turn aside the 
arguments of the Unitarians^ he denied the competency of the AU 
mighty to endow a created being with power to create a world — he 
was not himself compelled to 

" boldly take the d priore road. 

And reason downwards," 

till he doubted the power of God to impart to a creature the ability 
to execute a finite operation. From this remarkable specimen, you 
will be able to judge whether it is Mr. Bagot or I who limits the 
power of omnipotence ! From the example now befote you, you will 
be able to determine which of us it is that takes out of the Bible, a 
God possessed of those divine attributes which are necessary to 
render the Supreme Being the object of our confidence and faith! 
I beseech you to remember, it is not I but Mr. Bagot, who as- 
serts, that it is not possible for God to employ an inferior being as 
his instrument, in accomplishing any object whatsoever, which he 
may wish to effect through such instrumentality. 

I thank Mr. Bagot for the admission which he made, when, in 
the course of his reasonings on the subject of Creative Power, he 
stated, that there cannot possibly be two almighty beings or persons 
in the universe. I thank him for this admission, because it seems 
to me directly to contradict the articles of his own faith, and to 
confirm and establish the Unitarian doctrine. Did time permit, I 
would, as Mr. Bagot has expressed it, take the loan of this principle 
for a little, to show how it may be turned against himself, and against 
the Athanasian Creed, which declares that " the Father is Almighty, 
the Son is Almighty, and the Holy Ghost is Almighty." Now this 
seems to approach very closely to the assertion of three Almighties ; 
but yet, as the creed itself is compelled to allow, "there are not three 
Almighties — there is but one Almighty." I need not recall to the 
minds of some among you, the exclamation which burst fi^om the lips 
of the Scottish dealer, who, when attending public worship while on 
his travels in England, happened to hear this creed recited in alter- 
nate verses by the clergyman and his clerk. 

I have only time to notice one other statement made by Mr. 
Bagot. He threw out, in the course of his remarks, if I mistake not 
on creation, a challenge to me to produce a ^\t\^\^ ^^.5^^'55l%<^\w«\Cv2^ 



the power of oar Saviour, properly so called^ was declared to be 
derived. He admitted that our Saviour had received authority 
(l^o^tffa) from the Father ; but he denied that the power which he 
possessed {d{fvafAig) was ever traced to any superior source. He 
challenged me to produce a passage in which any such declaration 
is made respecting the Son; and, unless I am greatly mistaken, 
offered to rest the whole argument on this issue. In reference to this 
challenge, I remark, that even if it were not expressly stated in 
Scripture, that our Lord's power was derived, still the fact of his 
authority being communicated, would completely overturn the idea 
of his Supreme Divinity : for who could bestow authority, s^oUiav, 
on the Supreme Being ? But I meet Mr. Bagot on his own ground ; 
and, accepting his challenge, I beg to turn his attention and yours 
to Acts x. 3B, ** How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost, AND WITH power;'* which is, in the original, 'Ijjtfauv rhv dirb 
Na^oglr ug s^Kfsv avrhv 6 &ihg Wihii^ari ctyttf) xai ATNAMEI ! Here, 
beyond all question, the very term dvvofug is used in reference to our 
Saviour, and coupled with an express declaration that it was com- 
municated to him : so that my reverend opponent might now give up 
the argument. 

I find I have now but four minutes to close my address. I rejoice 
that this controversy has taken place. I rejoice that I took that 
view of my duty as a Unitarian minister, and as a friend to the cause 
of truth, which induced me to accept the invitation or suggestion of 
Mr. Bagot, — if so he is pleased to call it, which others have con- 
strued as a challenge to the whole Unitarian body, — and which impelled 
me to step forward to meet this redoubted paladin. I am glad, I say, 
that I thus stepped forward ; and this consciousness shall be a lesson 
to me, as long as I live, never to allow any public attack to be made 
on my principles, — which are dear to me as my life itself; — not less 
dear to me than Mr. Bagot's are to him, though I dislike talking so 
much about them, — to which I shall not reply, when circumstances 
bring it under my particular notice. True, I am but a weak, feeble 
being ; but when a great cause is at stake, to which I have devoted 
my life, so long as I have my reason spared by the God who con- 
ferred it, and so long as health endures, I will not suffer that great 
and glorious cause to be tarnished for one moment by any reluctance 
on my part, to appear before an unwilling auditory — by any selfish 
timidity, backwardness, or reserve. I am satisfied this discussion 
has already advanced those doctrines I advocated, and will advance 
them still farther. But let me not be misunderstood. I do not ex- 
pect to make a single immediate convert. I know too well the 
power of prepossessions which are early engrafted in the mind, — I 
know too well the pains that are taken to bring up the rising gene- 
ration under the influence of feelings of horror towards my opinions, 
— to expect that any thing I can do or say should prevail against 
that force of prejudice which exists in many minds. But should o^y 
a few inquiring spirits, — and such are to be found in every society^ 
be induced to look into the Word of God, and there read/ whether 
these things indeed are so ;— should this be the result in any candid 
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minds, and especially should it be the result in any considerable 
number of instances, I am satisfied the discussion in which I have 
been engaged, must tend to the growth of those principles for which 
I have contended. For truth is mighty, and it will prevail ; and we 
have a promise that a time will come, and a hope that it is rapidly 
approaching, when "Jehovah shaix bb One, and bis name One.'' 

At the termination of this address, Mr. Bagot stepped forward to 
propose a series of questions to Mr. Porter; but Mr. Andrews, one 
of the Chairmen, objected to his doing so, on the ground of his 
having refused to receive a question from Mr. Porter, after the con- 
clusioil of his last address. Mr. Bagot immediately said, that this 
had escaped his recollection, and He at once acquiesced in the Chair, 
man's decision, but requested Mr. Porter to allow him to make an 
explanation in reference to his use of the word ^' blasphemy." To 
this, Mr. Porter assented ; and — 

Mr. bagot said. — Mr. Porter has shown, by some remarks in 
his last address, that he understood me to have associated the charge 
of blasphemy personally with him. I beg to say, I had no such in- 
tention. If he wishes to know what ray feelings are towards him and 
those who agree with him in religious opinion, he will find them 
stated in the 10th chapter of the Epistle of Paul to the Romans, at 
the 1st verse, where the Apostle says — "Brethren, my heart's desire 
and prayer to God for Israel is, that they may be saved." 

Mr. porter.— When I said that if the offensive words which 
I understood to be applied to me were retracted, I should give the 
hand of friendship to Mr. Bagot, I spoke in the sincerity of my soul ; 
and thus I redeem the pledge. 

Mr. Porter presented to Mr. Bagot his hand, which he cordially 
shook. 

The Chairmen then announced that the discussion terminated, 
and the assembly dispersed. 
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